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Soviet Plans to Restage Imperial 


Theatre Gala 


Moscow, Aug. 10. 

A 4-day jubilee will be staged in 
Leningrad beginning Sept. 12 in 
celebration of the 100th anniversary 
of the Alexandrovsky theatre, Since 
its opening in St. Petersburg im 
1832, the theatre won for itself a 
reputation as one of the world’s 
best. After the revolution the Soviet 
government changed its name to 
State Academic Theatre of Drama. 
Like the Moscow. Art theatre, it 
made certain adjustments to con- 
form to the new times, but its ar- 
tistic spirit remained practically 
untouched. : 

Theatrical and cultural leaders of 
the whole nation will be present at 
the celebration and several hundred 
foreign theatre people, writers, etc. 
have been invited. 

The tentative program worked out 
ealls for the showing of striking 
excerpts from ‘Prince Pozharsky,’ 
the play which marked the opening 
of the theatre 100 years ago. For 
contrast there will be portions of 
Soviet plays such as ‘Armed Train.’ 

(Continued on page 47) 


ALMOST MAKE CIRCUS 
| MAN OF JACK CURLEY 


Jack Curley, sports promoter, 
Nearly became a circus man, but 
made a quick decision declining the 
post. He was informed by the 
French line that a consignment of 
horses and wild animals awaited 
his disposal. It was the first Curley 
knew about it, and inquiry dis- 
closing the shipment came from Jeff 
Dickson, fellow sports promoter in 
Paris. 

Curley reached Dickson by trans- 
atlantic phone and asked what it 
was all about. Dickson explained 
the had come upon a corking outfit 
at Marseilles and figured that it 
would be okay for Madison Square 
Garden. Curley replied that he 
knew nothing about lions and tigers 
and didn’t care to learn. Whereupon 
Dickson suggested that the cargo 
be returned. The animals never left 
the liner. 

It was the same menagerie that 
Dickson exhibited in Paris, where 
he discovered his end of the gate 
was not enough to take care of the 
beasts’ appetites. To forget the 
headache he evidently figured on 
slipping the show to Curley. 














Cafe Men Cross Fingers 
In Planning New Clubs 


Due to the market's behavior, and 
with their fingers crossed, cafe en- 
frepreneurs are ogling the coupon- 
elipping-trade for the fall and plan- 
ming*some new ultra rendezvous in 

‘the east part of town. 

Quite a few class weekend sup- 
Per clubs for the winter are also 
being planned to follow up on the 
Mayfair and Pierrette ventures. 


of 100 Years Ago 





Swish, You’re Out 





Atlantic City, Aug. 29. 

Guess who's here? A former 
female impersonator! 

He’s the bouncer at a night 
club and he’s bouncing all 
around. 

F. i. was formerly wel! 
known in vaudeville. 














Layoffs Taking 
Caliente; Resort 
Taking Tourists 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29, 
Vaude acts laying off here are 
grabbing a few days’ vacation with 
free board and room at Caliente, 
where they stage a rehearsed ‘im- 
promptu’ entertainment for tour- 





ists. 
Resort has discovered that with 


gambling oif, tourists taking ad- 
vantage of come-on $1 lunch look 
for entertainment for the buck lay- 
out. Acts working in al fresco dining 
spot keep customers at tables, ne- 
cessitating spending of additional 
money for drinks. 

Cost to Caliente for acts is clean 
linen, the hctel end being prac- 
tically nil. 


‘Better Times’ Ballyhoo, 
But Only $30 m 3 Nites 


Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 

Minneapolis’ needy vaude  per- 
formers staged a free show in the 
open air pavilion at Lake Harriet, 
one of the city’s leading parks, tak- 
ing up collections each of the three 
nights. 

Show opened with a couple sing- 
ing an original song composed by 
one of the performers entitled ‘We 
Don’t Care Because in Our Hearts 
There’s Prosperity.’ 

Total audience collections for the 
three nights amounted to slightly 
more than $30. Of this amount, a 
third went to the ‘Showmen’s Ben- 
efit Association,’ local organization 
of vaudeville performers. When 
they got through with the costs 
there was less than $1 per person to 
be distributed among the 18 per- 
formers for three nights’ work. 

Among the acts was Charles 
Johnson, 62, colored dancer, for- 
merly of Johnson and Dean. 

Whether the proposed tour of 
Minnesota and Iowa towns will be 
launched is in doubt, 








ON NEWOPAPERS 


__ 


Chicago Public Event Boom 
Under Newspaper Spon- 
sorship—Good Showman- 
ship Manifested by Press 
—Pageants, Festivals and 
Other Journalistically- 
Promoted Events Draw 
Huge Gates—Stage In- 
terests, Especially Legit, 
Do Nothing 


STAGE UNTOUCHABLES 





Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Chicago’s greatest showmen work 
for newspapers. 

Easily the biggest attractions 
staged here in the past 12 months 
have been produced by the Chicago 
‘Tribune’ and its evening competi- 
tor, the Chi¢éago ‘News.’ Two 
‘Trib’ events played to approxi- 
mately 154,000 paid admissions. 
Three ‘News’-sponsored affairs, in 
the same period, played to around 
127,000 paid admissions. 

These events were prcmoted with 
these big crowds and grosses ob- 
tained during a year when show 
business in Chicago was starving 
and the legitimate stage, in partic- 
ular, wes suffering from lack of in- 
genuity, exploitation and tke very 
qualities of showmanship so mark- 
edly exemplified by the two ncews- 
papers. 

Of course, the dailies have cer- 
tain obvious advantages in that un- 
stinted publicity in their own col- 
umns is possible. ‘Tribune’ also has 
WGN and the ‘News’ WMAQ, ra- 
dio stations, to fire from the ether 
end. Yet the contrast between the 
imagination, resourcefulness and 
showmanliness of the newspaper 

(Continued on page 55) 


APPROVED PIX GOSSIP 
TO CURB RADIO ‘DIRT’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Studios, now realizing value of the 
air for picture personnel exploita- 
tion, are supplying a daily news let- 
ter to around 90 independent sta- 
tions, with material for local air 
picture gossip. 

Back of the scheme is also the 
j}intention to halt peddling from here 
lof harmful dirt-gossip material that 
lwas being syndicated by free lancers 
who were not worrying too much 
about the truth of the stuff sent out. 

Radio Pictures started the free 
|}news service as an adjunct to its 

‘Holly wood on the Air.’ Paramount 
| has since followed suit, with Metro 
| preparing to 
i scheme, 




















institute a. similar | 
jnew kind of opposition, 


eumunT cHnWMTH|Chi World's Fair Ten Months Of, 


Already Busy on Catchpenny Take 
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Window Grosses 





Haberdashery shop in Times 
Square is trying to stimulate 
buying by quoting grosses of 
the Broadway film theatres. 
Store’s angle is that box offices 
reflect a return to prosperity, 
and even though some of the 
figures mean red to a theatre, 
the passing public may figure 
it’s big anyhow. 

Shop has a board out front 
where all can see, It reads: 

‘Depression, eh? Look at the 
estimates for last week from 
leading Broadway theatres.’ It 
then lists the Capitol, Para- 
mount, Strand, Roxy, Mayfair, 
Palace and, for good measure, 
Minsky’s Republic. 


Ruling Exempts 
All Critics From 
Admission Tax 














« 





Chicago, Aug. 29. 
On a basis of the handful of 
events now open and operating, the 
1933 Century of Progress Exposition 
ought to be an expensive form of 
amusement. It costs a couple $4.70 
to enter the grounds and visit the 
few spots availabie 10 months be- 
fore the Fair opens. This budgets 
as follows for two persons: 
COMMONS or e's cbc bnd 6 cose 26 
Bus eoeeeeecosese .50 
Hall of Science........« .30 
Ft. Dearborn replica.... .30 
Alligator Farm......ees 50 
Midget blimp........++2 1.10 
Midway rides......,..+» 80 
Admiral Byrd Ship..... .50 
Lincoln display..... 0 om 50 





vy ES earner 

Buildings are strewn along the 
narrow. strip of lakefront for 10 
miles making the bus mandatory. 
It’s a specially constructed rubber- 
neck with seats running parallel 
with the road. Buses carry about 
70 passengers per load. Nothing is 
free except the Transportation 
building at the extreme end of the 
grounds. This building is incom- 
plete. 

Relics at Two Bits 

Lincoln display is a log enclosure 

which costs 25 cents per person to 





The Commissioner of Internal 


(Continued on page 45) 








Revenue at Washington has re- 
versed the Treasury Department, of 
which his bureau is a part and 
negated the regulations covering the 
new admissions tax b,; ruling that 
newspaper people entering theatres 
in pursuit of reportorial duties shall 
not pay tax. Tunis may start a con- 
troversy in tax circles, but the rul- 
ing appears to have been the result 
of careful consideration on the part 
of the chicf tax commissioner. 
The favorable ruling came as the 
(Continued on page 46) 





Oil on the Side 


Baltimore, Aug. 29. 
Having demolished the former 
burley stand, the Folly, Hon Nichols, 
operator of the burlesque Gayety 
here, is putting up a gas station on 
that corner. 


Will operate the gas and oil busi- 
ness in conjunction with burley at 
the Gayety and straight film at the 
Embassy. Also planning to start 
his cabaret again later this fall. 





Eclipse as Opposition 
Dennis, Mass., Aug. 29. 
Raymond Moore, manager of the 
Cape Playhouse, legit, announced 
that because of the sun’s eclipse 
Wednesday (31) the starting time 
of the matinee will be advanced. 








MILK SHALL NOT PASS, 
BUT LIQUOR TRUCK 0K 


Malvern, Ia., Aug. 29. 

The milk price war hereabouts is 
causig no end of trouble for rum 
runners. A number of delicate sit- 
uations have arisen, and ironed out, 

Farm strike pickets, stopping all 
vehicles headed for Sioux City, car- 
rying milk, or produce, or suspected 
of hauling produce, introduced 
themselves to a runner when they 
stopped his car. 

“I’ve got a load of booze,” was his 
reply to’ pickets who stopped his 
machine through the simple expe- 
dient of laying a spike studded 
plank across the road. Verifying 
the statemént, the pickets allowed 
him to pass, 








Show in Barns at 25c 
With $20 Grosses High 


Tacoma, Aug. 29. 

Show people, vaudevillians, man- 
agers, carni boys, etc., are already 
arriving here seeking jobs in big 
fruit and vegetable garden tracts 
awaiting the opening of the Puyall- 
up Fair. 

Some of the showmen are cashing 
in big giving performances in barns 
and warehouses with the grand 
blowoff a hoe-down dance. Admis- 
sion charge runs to 25 cents with 


Idea is to give people time to | orders taken on those farmers with- 


view the air spectacle, which 


is a | out the jingle, 


Some grosses are as 
high as $20. 
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Pop-Price Sophisticated Fans Don’t 


Exist, Lowry’s Discovery on B'way 





As far as Ed Lowry’s concerned, 
all the world’s Poughkeepsie. 

; Mr. Lowry has been told about 
the dissimilarity of picture audi- 
ences in different towns. He's heard 
the one about the sophistication of 
de luxe audiences. 

He calls it"so much hooey. 

‘Popular-price, sophisticated pic- 
ture audiences do not exist,’ says 
the lad who went to St. Louis for 
a brief m. c. engagement, and stayed 
three years. 

New York, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Chicago—every town in America— 
has its pop-priced audience, and 
they’re all alike. They derive from 
the same stratum of taste and in- 
telligence. Though they reside ‘in 
different, more or less metropolitan, 
localities, they merge into.a solid 
community that stretches from 

' coast to coast. 


Just Bigger Main St. 


Paramount’s New York audience 

is a little quicker on the up-take 
than other groups Mr. Lowry has 
entertained. ; 
show, he didn’t press so hard; didn’t 
prolong ‘the pausés before ptinch 
lines. But, except for that differ- 
ence, he clicked. with the same rou- 
tine that put him over in the sticks 
and carefully discarded the Tuxedo 
urged upon him by Paramount execs. 
' Laughs came in the anticipated 
spots, fan mail commented on the 
exact qualities acclaimed in St. 
Louis.. Gifts, engraved to ‘Smiling’ 
_ Eddie,’ arrived in generous out-of- 
town numbers, Fans followed Lowry 
from the Audubon to the Academy, 
. to Brooklyn, to Paramount, groups 
ot warm-hearted people who sent 
him poems of appreviation, ringing 
with lusty, small-town phrases. 

From the hinterlands, too, came 
groups of his old buddies, using 
their summer vacations to take a 
look. at Jones Beach and renew 
acquaintance with Eddie Lowry. 

After his: audience theory had 
been tested by the reaction to his 
first New York show in five years, 
Mr. Lowry begged to be permitted 
the same’ type of exploitation he has 
used in other towns. Particularly, 
he asked. to broadcast from his 
dressing room for one half hour 
every day. 

Methods such as these, he was 
told, would have no. weight in a big, 
wise-acre town. They would make 
no impression on de luxe audiences. 


Lowry Key Route 


‘That’s not so,’ Mr. Lowry be- 
lieves. ‘The larger the town, the 
(Continued on page 4) 


Louella Parsons to 
Europe on Film Survey 








Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Louella O. Parsons, Hearst pic- 
ture columnist, leaves here in two 
weeks for a protracted stay in Eu- 
rope. While there she will survey 
the foreign film field, and ‘supply 
material from her investigations for 
the Hearst papers. 

During her absence, which is in- 
definite, her daily film column from 
here will be written by her daughter, 
Harriet. 








After Friday’s opening: |. 
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Such Is Fame 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

After widely announcing that 
Dorothy Wilson, former studio 
stenog, had received more fan 
mail than combined names of 
company, Radio is sending the 
girl to Nevada, to open an air 
rodeo. 

As the governor of the state 
would be there, it was decided 
to have various celebs on the 
lot sign a letter of congratula- 
tion to the executive. 

P.A. took the letter to Ann 
Harding to sign. He was 
floored when this Radio star 
asked: ‘Who is Dorothy Wil- 
son?’ 


Bathing Beach Beauts 
From Both Coasts for 
WB’s Multi-Name Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Warners will do @ multi-name 
picture in ‘42nd Street,’ which will 
be produced as a musical drama 
with Warren William, Kay Francis, 
‘Joan Blondell, George Brent, Ruby 
Keéler, ‘Dick Powell, Guy Kibbee, 
Glenda Farrell and Frank McHugh. 
To pick show girls and bally the 
production, Maxwell Arnow, cast- 
ing director, will take’ photographic 
crew and comb coast from San 
Diego to San Francisco, while a 
second unit, Robert Jeffry in charge, 
will search beach spots on Atlantic 
coast. Will line up 100 girls. 

James Seymour and Whitney 
Bolton are doing adaptation, and Al 
Dubin and Harry Warren are writ- 
ing tunes. Mervyn LeRoy directing, 


Members Seeking Office 
Stir Filmdom at Primary 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. | 

Primary election in this state to- 
morrow (Tuesday) is occasioning 
more interest from the picture mob 
than usual. It’s due to film names 
on the ballots. 

Mitchell Lewis is a Republican 
-candidate for state. assembly .from 
657th district; Hedda Hopper is run- 
ning for a place on the county Re- 
publican committee, and the same 
for David Horsley. 

Spencer Valentine, story agent, 
and Alvin J. Neitz, former director, 
are candidates for the Democratic 
central committee. Morris J. Her- 
bert, former theatrical advance man, 
is running for Congress in the Re- 
publican primaries. 


Par Asks Ambassador to 
Held Off on ‘Farewell’ 


Italian Ambassador, in Washing- 
ton, has been asked by Paramount 
to do or say nothing about ‘Fare- 
well to Arms’ until the film is com- 
pleted and shown. Ambassador had 
orders from Rome to enter official 
objections on the picture to the 


a 









































i? State Department. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


This Week Paramount, Brooklyn 


San Francisco ‘Call’ said: ‘Will 
Mahoney is an envoy of good cheer. 
You cannot resist bursting into 
laughter and applause. To the 
poetry of motion of Mr, Mahoney’s 
legs has been added another of the 
Mahoney arts, the Mahoney-phone. 
Marvelous is the word to describe 
it’ 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Pay-to-Act Shops. 
Where ‘Schools’ 
Once Took ‘Em 


Pay-to-act picture places are 
flooding the side streets of Broad- 
way, many of them in the same 
spots occupied by phoney film 
schools until the Better Business 
Bureau put them out of business. 

New method so far has’ escaped 
prosecution. No complaints havé 
been made and misleading advertis- 
ing hasn't yet been discovered. 

System used in several of the 
places is to charge aspirants to star- 
dom $110 for negative costs of the 
first 1,000 feet. The understanding 
with this is that the company will 
defray the remainder and cut the 
investor in on whatever is realized 
from ‘distribution.’ 

So far none of the outfits investi- 
gated has turned a crank, although 
one promises to start work with 4 
batch of investors on a Brooklyn lot 
this week. Incidéntally, none has 
closed with a national distributor 
and none will, according to picture 
officials who are closely watching 
the new era in what they term pic- 
ture quackery. ' 

One of the places had its copy 
turned down by two of the metro- 
politan dailies. Ad rejected because 
check-up failed to reveal means of 
release read: ‘You produce and act 
in your own shorts. ‘I'll get you in- 
ternational distribution at good 
profit.’ 

Some of the studios are trying a 
new twist. The head of one stated: 
‘This is a perfectly legitimate busi- 
ness, but, like every other, there are 
some phonies who would spoil it. 
We went to the Hays Organization, 
and they know all about us.’ 

At another of the spots, all of 
which on the day visited were well 
peopled with mothers and daugh- 
ters, a ‘president-director-camera- 
man’ was putting a couple of 
blondes through the paces. 

‘I want to romance—something 
different,’ lisped one of the girls, 

The rehearsal was taking place 
in a dilapidated lobby, opening di-. 
rectly upon the elevator. 

After observing them smoking a 
dozen or more cigarettes and recit- 
ing the same lines as many times, 
the coach finally told them: ‘Just 
relax. Take it easy. That’s all 
there is to acting.’ 


WEINGARTEN’S TRIP 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

To aid his recovery from a recent 
illness, Larry Weingarten, Metro 
associate producer, left here Satur- 
day (27) on a four weeks’ camping 
trip in Oregon. 

Accompanying him is his trainer, 
Johnny DePalma. 


INA CLAIRE’S TRUST FUND 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

















Ina Claire petitioned Superior 
court to change custodian of 
her $50,000 trust fund from the 


closed First National bank of Bev- 
erly Hills to the Bank of America. 
Since investing the money last 





year, securities have shrunk $2,400. 





Film New Acts 


Following picture players 
who are making personal stage 
appearances are reviewed in 
this issue, under New Acts, on 


page 36. 
Owen Moore 


Writers Deserting Comedy; 
More Money in Drama 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Finding that writing feature com- 
edies is less remunerative than 
scrivening screen dramas, 
are deserting the comedy field. Cur- 

















they write polite or farce comedy. 


their rep has been they have found 
themselves recently, olassed.. as 
straight gag mén., ' 

As writers they commanded im- 
portant money but as gag men cur- 
rent salaries rarely go above $150 
weekly. Comedy authors say their 
type of writing is much harder than 
straight dramatics with laugh’ re- 
lief thrown in. ; 
Studios are pretty well off feature 
comedy production uniess ‘the ‘pic- 
ture is for an established ‘comedy 
Star, of which there are about eight 
listed as draws. 


Radio’s Flu Mandate to 
Cut Production Delays 


i ; Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Fearing production holdups 
through players becoming. flu vic- 
tims, Radio has ordered everyone 
on lot to report suspicious sneezes 
and coughs to department heads, 
who are instructed to send sneezer 
to studio hospital for treatment, 
then home until symptons disap- 
pear, 

In the past month, studio has suf- 
fered several delays from flu, and 
it is hoped that immediate reporting 
of cases will eliminate this loss, 











Mary Astor Commission 
Case Ordered to Trial 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


Suit of Collier and Flinn, agents, 
against Mary Astor, for $2,433 com- 
missions alleged due, will go to 
trial following the denial of plain- 
tiff’'s motion for judgment on 
strength of the pleadings. 

Contract between agency and ac- 
tress made in 1929, contained clause 
exempting from 10% commission 
any salary obtained from Kenneth 
Hawks’ unit at Fox. Hawks, Miss 
Astor’s first husband was killed in 
an air crash. Commission sought 
is on Miss Astor’s Radio contract 
which guaranteed 40 weeks in 1931 
at $2,000 a week. 





Arthur Marx West 

Arthur (Harpo) Marx returned to 
the Coast last week, signifying that 
his proposed trip to Russia is_ off. 
Marx was to ‘guest’ with the Mos- 
cow Art Players over there at the 
invitation of Max Reinhardt. 

Accompanying Marx west. was 
Charles Lederer. 





SAILINGS 


Sept. 10 (New York to Bermuda) 
Lee Marcus (Monarch of Bermuda). 

Sept. 2 (London to New York), 
Elizabeth Lonergan (Europa). 

Aug. 31 (London to New York), 
Joe Seidelman, T. J. Martin (Ma- 
jestic). 

Aug. 29 (New York to London), 
Paul Robeson, Richard Crooks, 
Jack Harris (Bremen). 

Aug. 27 (London to New York), 
Fred Astaire, George Arliss, Phylis 
Konstant, Boris Petroff, Jaycee 
Jones (Berengaria). 

Aug. 25 (Frisco to Tokio) Doug- 
las Fairbanks (Chichibu Maru). 

Aug. 24 (New York to London) 
Frank Buck, Mr. and Mrs. Adolphe 
Menjou (Europa). 

Aug. 24 (Los Angeles to Sydney), 





Cresson Smith (Mariposa), 


writers, 
rently less than a dozen men admit’ 


Scribes claim that no matter what. 


Schenck Sees Reformed Hollywood 
Pointed Toward Good Times Again 





+ 


Hollywood is a changed town. I¢ 
has been cured, by necessity, of its 
extravagances. It is eager to profit 
by its mistakes. The chastened film 
capitol is forging ahead with a sane, 
sober, carefully budgetted attitude. 

This gospel of Westcoast reform 
comes to town with Joe Schneck, q 
voice crying in the wilderness that 
good times have returned to Hollye 
wood. 


The film colony has undergony 
three important reversals of viewe 
point, according to Mr. Schenck’s 
optimistic doctrine. (The improve. 
ments relate to organization, pro« 
duction and treatment of stars. 

Chief among the lessons learne@ 
during the past trying year is the 
necessity of one-man control of pics 
ture studios. 


‘Too many production bosses cone 
fused policy and subdivided morale,’ 
Mr. Schenck explains, ‘Studios have 
had ample’ opportunity to learn the 
hazards of de-centralized leaders 
ship. Now they are forming them<« 
selves into closely knit units under 
individual dictatorships. Their 
leaders are flexible human beings 
who, though’ ‘they are not artists 
themselves; know how to get work 
out of creative’ brains.’ 

This is the first importannt stride 
cited by Mr. Schénck as an indica< 
tor of improved product. 

Factory Methods Taboo 


The ‘pieca-work’ attitude that de« 
veloped when talkers divided. pro<« 
duction into complicated depart« 
ments. is ‘all right, Mr.’ Schenck 
thinks, for the ‘manufacture of 
desks and chairs. But moving pice 


ties—a fact, obvious though it may 
be, that the industry hasn’t always 
remembered. Pressed by an art that 
had merged with big business, stu< 
dios ground out cycles, 
stamp productions, skeleton plots 
draped with publicity blurbs and 
star trappings. Talkers were made 
with the pre-talker method of pro- 
duction in which films could be ed- 
ited after they were shot. 

Hollywood has taken cognizance 
of these errors. Talkers are now 
being edited during production, with’ 
meticulous care toward eliminating 
retake expenditures. Every release 
is important—from the greatest te 
the least of program sellers. A! 
transformation is shaping, not only, 
in organization, but in the thought 
processes that motivate and build 
production. ‘The film industry has 
stopped ‘making’ pictures—it has 
started to ‘produce’ them. 


Circulating Stars 


Thirdly, says Mr. Schenck, Holly- 
wood has seen the advantage of 
hitching its ascendant bandwagon 
to picture stars. 

‘Studios are not wasting their ree 
sources today. If stars are idle, for 
the lack of proper vehicles, they are 
loaned for specified, carefully ine 
spected scripts, to other studios. 

‘The criticism that the public will 
tire of stars who are not conserved 
by their own studios does not apply. 
No one tires of a charming ace 
quaintance—however often encoun 
tered—who has something amusing, 
‘talented or vital to contribute to the 
meeting. Fans like to see their fa- 
vorites. 

‘They are bored by them only 
when releases are dull and unsuita- 
ble. Companies now keeping their 
stars in judicious circulation are re- 
building public ‘confidence and in- 
terest in the film industry, as well 
as enriching their own studios and 
all cinema product.’ 





3 City Search While 
Tot Takes Trolley Ride 


Washington, Aug. 29. 

With the police of three cities 
looking for him, Malvin Stiefel, 
four-year-old son of Nathan Stiefel, 
local theatre owner, has been re- 
turned to his father. 

Boy’s nurse took him for a street 
car ride without notifying the par- 


ents, who sent in an alarm to At- 
lantic.- City, New Jersey and local 
police 





Mrs. Cohan Improves 
Hollywood, Aug. 
Mrs. George M. Cohan, who 


9g 


has 


been in a hospital, is much im- 
proved. 
Actor-producer’s wife has been 





confined for the past fortnight. 
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Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
That little guy who used to say 
"My mother thanks you, my father 
thanks you, my sister thanks you 


- and I thank you,’ had his auditors 
. turn the tables on him the other 


night at the Cocoanut Grove, when 
some 1,500 gathered to pay tribute 
to him. 

As George Cohan expressed it 
himself, he didn’t know why they 
picked on him, but he changed his 


mind when the throng in the Grove; 


stood up and cheered him as he 
made his way to the floor and onto 
the rostrum. He found out. They 
cheered and applauded, and it 
wasn't one of those Hollywood 
cheers. They meant this one. 

There were others present be- 
sides that portion of the picture 
mob which is always on hand to 
give a front to some event and 
dress up the ringside. Outnumber- 
ing these sitter-inners were the 
elite of Los Angeles and Pasadena. 

The little Cohan guy was over- 
come by the reception. He stood 
on the rostrum for a full three min- 
utes trying to collect himself, stall- 
ing by playing with a card on a 
floral basket. 

Cohan’s Response 


When he did start talking he told 
them it was a great thing to honor 


_ the’ songwriters, as a tribute to one 


was a tribute to all, and he knew 
that his fellow craftsmen were 
most appreciative of the turnout 
and honor paid them, and then he 
did ‘Give My Regards to Broad- 
way,’ ‘Over There,’ ‘Mary’ and the 
dance he created in ‘The Governor's 
Son.’ They didn’t want him to get 
away, but Cohan is now a picture 
actor and he had to depart for that 
sleep in order to be on the set 
the next morning. 

All the present day writers out 
here were on hand. Besides which 
Jolson unburdened himself of a half 
dozen numbers before he dared 
stop, and also a dynamic sock was 
Banks Winter, the 80-year-old 
minstrel who in husky and voluble 
tone chanted his own composition, 
‘White Wings.’ Claire Ward did a 
composition of her late husband, 
Charles Ward; Al Von _ Tilzer 
stepped forth with his ‘Take Me Out 
to the Ball Game’; Fred Bowers 
sang his ‘Because I Love You’; 
Carrie Jacobs Bond offered one of 
her ditties; Richard Carle served 
his ‘Lemon in the Garden of Love’; 
and Cara Roma sang her ‘Can't You 
‘Hear Me Callin’, Caroline?’ 

Charlie Murray was m. c. of the 
affair, and was aided in handling 
the entertainment by Bowers and 
Chris Brown. 

Testimonial ran four hours. 

As a Surprise 


Cohan throws a surprise dinner 
tonight (29) at Al Levey’s Tavern 
for Mannie Lowenstein, a friend of 
23 years. 

Dinner is the result of Lowen- 
stein’s burn over having received 
no invitation to the Cohan testi- 
monial at the Ambassador. Around 
300 expected to attend. 


| Bucking Malay 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Clyde Elliott, who directed, and 
Spearing who worked on_ story 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ signed by 
the William Morris Agency to do a 
similar story for Fox. Will be made 
in the Malay peninsula. 

Pair arrive here today (29) for 
a conference with Winfield Shee- 
They will organize 
here and leave 








their expedition 
about Oct. 1. 





‘He’d Rather P. A. Than 


| Act, So MacLeod Shifts 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
After working in 19 _ pictures, 
Fraser MacLeod gives up acting to 
become a publicity man. 
Now assistant to George Bilson, 
exploitation man at Warners. 





Doug to Far East 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 
Douglas Fairbanks sailed on the 
*‘Chichibu Maru’ on Thursday (25) 
heading for Tokio and thence into 
Tibet. With him were Capt. Ken- 
neth Davenport, Charles Lewis and 
Allen Boone. | 
Mary Pickford came up. with | 
Fairbanks to see him off. 


| Coast Pays Tribute to Songwriters, * 
And George if. Cohan in Particular 


— 





| 
| 


LIBBY HOLMAN YARN 


Radio Readying ‘Torch Singer’— 
Cukor to Direct, Arline Judge Cast 








Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Radio has assigned George Cukor 
to direct ‘Torch Singer.’ Yarn now 
being written and based on the 
Libby Holman case. Arline Judge 
only player assigned so far. 

Casey Robinson will direct the 
next Tom Keene western, at the 
same studio, with Betty Furness as 
femme lead. J. W. Ruben gets the 
megging assignment on Bill Boyd's 
next, ‘Yukon.’ 


Chaplin on Stand 
Battles to Keep 
Sons Off Screen 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


Arguments still being heard today 
(Monday) before Superior Judge 
Wood on Charles Chaplin's petition 
for an injunction restraining Lita 
Grey Chaplin, his divorced wife, 
from carrying out contract with 
Fox whereby their two children, 
Charles Spencer, Jr., 7, and Earl, 6, 
would be featured in a picture for 
that company. 

Chaplin, on the stand last Satur- 
day protested the children’s entrance 
into films. Comedian asserted the 
trust fund of $100,000, and monthly 
payments of $1,000 to his divorced 
wife for support and education of 
the boys, were made on the under- 
standing that the children could not 
be ‘hired out or employed’ without 
written consent of both parents. 

Attorney W. I. Gilbert, for Mrs. 
Chaplin, tried to bring out that 
Chaplin had showed indifference to 
the children and had not tried to 
see them when he was in New York. 
Chaplin denied he was in the east 
at the time mentioned. 


Radio Will Not Take Up 
Ricardo Cortez Option 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Radio will not pick up the option 
for another year on Ricardo Cor- 
tez, whose two-year contract ex- 
pires Nov. 1. 

He made 10 pictures for the com- 
pany during this perlod and Radio 
figured on making him an out- 
standing box office attraction in ‘Is 
My Face Red?’ Last two for Radio 
were ‘Thirteen Women’ and ‘The 
Phantom of Chestwood.’ 

He is now on loan to Metro for 
‘Flesh’ with his contract expiring 
on the completion of that picture, 














Keaton and Durante 
Making 3 Features 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Metro’s Buster Keaton-Jimmy 
Durante team will be stretched to 
a trio, with Jackie Cooper added to 
the next picture, ‘Be Your Age,’ 
Edward Sedgewick, Delmer Daves 
and Milton Raison have been as- 
signed to whip up a story. 


BUDDY’S SCREEN RETURN 


Par and Radio Interested—Gary 
Cooper Opposite Mary Pickford 











This winter may see Buddy 
Rogers back on the Paramount lot, 
although Radio is also interested. 
Rogers is under NBC management, 
which is affiliated with the RKO 
radio-film-theatre interests. 

The next Mary Pickford picture, 
for which Rogers was slated, will 
see vary Cooper opposite that 
actress, 


FROM PARK TO PLAINS 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Betty Furness,’ socialite, who 
comes from the Park Ave. sector 
of the east, and has been under 
contract to Radio for three months, 
|is about to make her debut before 
ithe ‘one-eyed monster.’ 

She will greet her public in 


Renegades of the West.’ 


| 


| Gerard Smith to write originalg 


ee —— 


PAR’S NEW WRITERS 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Paramount has hired Julien Jo- 

Roth and 


sephson, Murray 


| 





That Regal Exit 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Top member of visiting no- 
bility, who recently was guest 
of honor at homes of several 
stars, stalked out of a Bev- 
erly Hills hotel without paying 
his bill. 

He then had his valet climb 
the fire escape to drag out lug- 
gage he left as security. 


GLORIA OR JEANETTE 
IN PEGGY’S OPERETTA 


Peggy Fears is negotiating with 
both Gloria Swanson and Jeanette 
MacDonald for the principal femme 
role in the new Kern-Hammerstein 
operetta, It is Miss Fears’ intention 
to have this show on Broadway by 
Thanksgiving. Casting is already 
under way. 

Miss Swanson is currently abroad, 
while Miss MacDonald is on the 
coast. Latter is ostensibly due in 
Paris to play a stage revival of ‘The 
Merry Widow’ there, but difficulties 
have arisen and it is understood 
Miss MacDonald may not now g0 
over as intended for the October 
opening, 

In the case of Miss Fears’ operet- 
ta and these screen luminaries, 
overtures have reached the point 
where it's a matter of money. 


RODGERS-HART ASKING 
$4,000, PAR DICKERING 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Rodgers and Hart, whom Para- 
mount is after for a new contract, 
are asking ’em almost 300% in- 
crease over the old deal. 

When the team left Paramount to 
write the music and lyrics for Jol- 
son’s ‘The New Yorker’ (UA), they 
were getting $1,500 a week from 
Par. U.A. paid them around $3,500, 
and when Paramount wanted them 
back it was figured the old amount 
would be okay with the boys. But 
the lads added on an extra $500 to 
their U. A. stipend, 

Though Rodgers and Hart have 
all the songs for the Jolson picture, 
star is trying to slip ‘Color Line’ 
and ‘Five Cents in My Pocket’ into 
the picture. Irving Lesser wrote 
both these tunes. 


Radio’s 14 . 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Radio will hit peak production 
next month. 
Studio will have 12 films going on 
Gower street and two more at 
Pathe during September. 
































Charity Will Profit by 
Roosevelt Coast Pageant 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Studio Roosevelt - for - president 
committee, headed by Jack Warner, 





is lining up a motion picture and 
sports electric parade and pageant 
to welcome the Democratic candi- 


date, scheduled to arrive here 
Sept. 24, 
Parade to wind up either at 


Olympic stadium, or Rose Bowl in 
Pasadena, where admission will be 
charged to view proceedings. Gate 
goes to the Motion Picture Relief 
fund and the Marion Davies Ortho- 
pedic hospital. 

If idea goes through, Will Rog- 
ers will be spokesman and Conrad 
Nagel m.c. 








Happy Week for Extras 
With 6,859 Placements 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Use of extras climbed last week 
to 6,859, new high for season. Big- 
gest day was Wednesday (24) with 
1,440 day checks in circulation. 
Contrary to custom of silent days, 


| Von Stroheim is using more extras 


than De Mille. No sets used more 
than 150 people a day during week, 


| but plenty of production activity at 


all studios. 





Leila Hyams Out 


Lights, Personals, 





TALLULAH AND PAR 


Much Depends On ‘Tinfoil’ as to 
Continuance—Option Time Sept. 20 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Tallulah Bankhead’s chance of 
continuing with Paramount seems 
to depend on her reception in Me- 
tro’s ‘Tinfoil.” Miss Bankhead is in 
the picture on loan. Option time 
for Miss Bankhead arrives Sept. 20. 

Paramount some time ago ap- 
proached the actress with a view to 
cutting her salary. She has made 
five pictures for the company under 
her present contract, 


Closer Check on 
Writers Invading 
Lots for Material 


A system similar to that used by 
police is being introduced by the 
picture companies. So many phoney 
writers and newspaper people have 
invaded Hollywood that film men 
have ordered a strict check-up on 
credentials of those attempting to 


gain access to people on the lots. 
At the same time the industry is 
taking steps to rescind the creden- 
tials of those writers judged to 
have abused the privilege. 

Move is largely to strengthen the 
powers of the Hollywood Creden- 
tials Committee and to effect great- 
er coordination between this body 
and the studio press departments. 

Where the committee has issued 
warnings to persons who violated 
their official certifications in the 
past, the new move is to rescind 
the badge of recognition for future 
offenders. 

Tightening up on the committee 
and the press departments is be- 
lieved to carry more weight than 
admonishing stars who might be in- 
clined to talk out of turn away 
from their press departments, 











Society Girl Replaced by 
Kay Francis in ‘Cynara’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Dorothy Hale, society girl ‘find’ 
of Sam Goldwyn, is out as the wife 
in ‘Cynara’ after three days’ filming. 
Replaced by Kay Francis, borrowed 
from Warners. 

Miss Hale is the widow of the 
late Gardner Hill, of Pittsburgh, and 
was also formerly married to Gail- 
lard Thomas, Pittsburgh millionaire. 

Reason given for extracting Miss 
Hale from the cast is that she didn’t 
suit the part after it had undergone 
four changes in rewriting. 





Karloff, Off Horror 
Stuff, Gets Loew Bid 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Borls Karloff has been offered 
three weeks in the east, playing 
New York, Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington for Loew. 

Despite studio orders that only 
photographs of the Universal player 
in horror makeup, such as he used 
in his pictures, can be sent out, he 
will appear straight if the dates go 
through. 





Zukor’s Chi Address 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Adclph Zukor will be the guest of 
honor and speaker at a Paramount- 
Prblix luncheon tomorrow (Tues- 
day) at the Drake hotel. 
Exhibitors, newspapermen, critics, 
and members of the trade will be 
present along with the officials of 
salaban and Katz and the exchange. 
Columbus, Aug. 29. 
A formal banquet, at which Zukor 
is expected to speak, and a preview 
of ‘Movie Crazy’ (Lloyd) will round 
out the stay of Paramounteer, 





Freund to Direct 





liollywood, Aug. 29. Hollywood, Aug. 29, 
Metro is not retaining Leila Kxarl Freund, Universal ace 
Hyams, with the company as a fea- | ¢ umecraman, gets his first direc- } 
tl "oO 1? ro arn’ y ° i 
tured player for around five years. | torial assignment to meg ‘Imhotep.’ 
Option on Miss Hyams’ contract, Replaces William Wyler on the job 
Paul} which expired last Wednesday (24), | Loris Karloff and Gloria Stuart ! 
Lis not being renewed. will head the cast, i 
“ Cre a Ue, iii eT ATE i tilled Mi, allie ea 0 aaialn 
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Other Ga-Ga 


For Coast's Air Serial Debut 


—— 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

A radio serial will now be started 
with calcium lights, personal ap- 
pearances and the usual Hollywood 
fanfare with which they open pic- 
tures, barber shops, meat markets 
and millinery emporiums out here. 

Ballyhoo is being arranged by 
KNX, local Paramount radio station, 
and Metro, for starting off of a 
Tarzan air serial, to be staged Sept. 
10 at the long dark Egyptian, Hol- 
lywood Boulevard. 

Intention is to open the house for 
the one night, have the usual out- 
side ga-ga, attendance of picture 
and radio names, and the usual ‘I’m 
glad to be here’ from a mike in front 
and speeches and what have you in= 
side. 

Program is for a vaude show and 
personal appearance from the stage, 
and then audience will be allowed 
to listen to first chapter of serial, 
which will be heard from the loud 
speaker equipment connected with 
a radio. 

Metro is in on the ballyhoo, figur- 
ing it’s good exploitation for its 
‘Tarzan’ film, now current, 


WHEELER-WOOLSEY-RK0 
PALAVER OFF—MONEY 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Proposition whereby Wheelere 
Woolsey would return to Radio upon 
completion of one picture contract 
with Columbia, is cold. Studio offi- 
cials have been talking with Bert 
Wheeler for past two weeks with 
latter wanting double amount which 
studio offered. He contended that 
the W-W combination stood above 
the Radio star group in draw 
value at the box office, and figured 
their pay should be in proportion. 
Studio, however, could not see the 
demand, with result that Wheeler 
decided to call off negotiations, 


From Stage, to Lift, 
To Studio—All for Par 


From elevator boy in the Para- 
mount building, New York, to Par’s 
Hollywood studio is the leap for 
Joseph Gregory. He's been up and 
downing for two and a half years, 

Before the depression slapped a 
uniform on him, Gregory was an 
assistant to Boris Petroff, unit 
stager. He doesn’t know what his 
job will be at the studio, but it 
won't be running an elevator. Sam 
Katz is responsible for the switch, 


Cagney West 


Deferring his trip to the Coast 
a week, James Cagney left New 
York last Friday (26) to straighten 
out his affairs with Warner Bros. 

Cagney’s manager, Billy Grady, 
states that he and Cagney both have 
the assurance of major distributors 
that should Cagney secure a release 
from Warners or be legally adjudi- 
cated as free from the WB lot, there 
would be no question about booking 
Cagney’s independently made pic< 
tures. 


2D DEL Ri0-RADIO 


Making Another Film and Personal 
Appearance Tour 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Because of ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
RKO is considering Dolores Del 
Rio for a second picture, Salary 
offer is $15,000 flat, but no deal yet. 
Miss Del Rio was also offered to 
RKO for personal appearances with 
the film in the circuit's combo spots, 
This is also still holding fire, 
































Virginia Corbin’s Son 


Hollywood, Aug. 29, 
Virginia Lee Corbin, in private 
life Mrs. Theodore H. Prohl, had 
& son at Cedars of Lebanon hoge 
pital Aug. 16. 
Mrs. Prohl sought no publicity. 











CLIFF EDWARDS WEDS ., 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Cliff Edwards Nancy Doves 

fly today (Monday) to Yuma, Ariz. 


and 


to be married. 


Edwards was divorced by his first 
vite. 
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Rockefellers Sponsor 600-Seater, 


Putting Oil Czars in Show Biz 


Rockefeller participation as ac- 


tive and integral factors in the mo- 
tion picture industry, sometimes an- 
ticipated but nev realized before, 
is now a fact. The Rockefellers are 
building a motion picture house in 
Williamsburg, Va., of 600 seats. 

Williamsburg, once the capital of 
the U. S., is being restored to its 
original Colonial design by the 
Rockefellers at a cost of several 
million dollars. 

When the house is completed, 
RKO will manage and operate. This 
is by request of the Rockefellers. 
The house is expected to be com- 
pleted by New Year's. 

Hitherto, the Rockefellers have 
been only on the brink of the biz, 
coming into that edge indirectly 
partly through financial affiliations 
with certain banking interests, and 
partly through building of Rocke- 
feller Center in New York of which 
Radio City is a part. 

The direct affiliation with show 
biz on the Rockefeller Center end, 
however, belongs to NBC and RKO. 
Latter companies lease certain 
space in that huge plot for radio 
studios, an office building and two 
theatres. Rockefellers neither as 
landlords nor otherwise are affiliat- 
ed in tho operation of these amuse- 


‘ment } ‘tions of Rockefeller Cen- 
ter. T..t’s strictly an RCA-NBC 
item. 


NKO Operation Only 


However, the Virginia undertak- 
ing puts the Rockefellers directly 
in the biz. They are not only build- 
ing but will own the property. RKO 
will be restricted, so far as known, 
to management and operation only. 
No lease is involved. What the 
compensation arrangement is for 
RKO has not been divulged. 

While probably a philanthropic 
venture for the Rockefellers, the 
Williamsburg venture looks to have 
potentialities in that the family 
may build more theatres for the 
same or other reasons. 

Financially the Rockefellers have 
long had an indirect association 
with show biz, first through the 
Equitable Trust Co., of New York, 
but more largely and_ recently 
through Chase which absorbed the 
Equitable. 

Chase, through its indirect finan- 
cial interest in Loew’s and more 
directly connected with General 
Theatres and Fox, is the largest sin- 
gle financial factor in show biz, 
having a financial interest that runs 
around $100,000,000 in the industry, 
mostly in Fox. 

The president of Chase is Win- 
throp. W. Aldrich, brother-in-law 
of John D., Jr., and former chief of 
the Equitable Bank. Aldrich was 
given the reins of Chase in the 
merger of the two institutions. 


The curious picture that the 
situation represents, puts the 
Rockefellers, at least financially, 


into close association with all the 
major theatre operating companies 
except Warners and Paramount. 
That's a big slice to be associated 
with even indirectly. 

How far this new Rockefeller in- 
terest may deveop towards ac- 
tive participation in the biz is open. 
From a show angle, however, the 
outlook is rife with anticipation. 





Windjammers’ Long Race 
Being Made Into Feature 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Walter Futter is making a feature 
of the race of 18 windjammers be- 
tween Australia and England. All 
boats left Australia the same day 
loaded with the first shipments of 
season’s grain. Winner made the 
trip in 103 days, beating the second 
boat by four hours. 

A. J. Villiers, novelist, and au- 
thor of ‘Vanished Fieets,’ a history 
of sailing vessels, photographed the 
trip. 





State, L. A., Going on 
The Air Nightly Sept. 2 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


Loew's State is going on the air 
nightly tur 15 minutes over KMPC 
beginning Sept. 2 with the opening 
of ‘Blondie of Follies’ (M-G). 

House will have a remote control 
station and ‘will endeavor to obtain 
studio personalities te appear in 


conjunction with the stage units. 





New Technique 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

An indie producer is using 
another method to cut produc- 
tion. On his latest picture he 
stalled the cast, technicians 
and director when it came time 
to pay off, telling them to re- 
turn the following day. 

When they came back they 
discovered a stranger outside 
the office, who informed them 
the producer was unable to 
pay, but the stranger offered 
to buy their claims for from 
25 to 50%. About half took 
the offer. 

Later, they discovered the 
stranger was the man who was 
financing the producer. 











Eddie Grainger Figuring 
On Six Indies for Fox 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Edmund Grainger, Fox associate 


producer now on an indefinite va- 
cation with pay, is waiting expira- 
tion of his contract to enable him 
to make independent productions. 
Grainger contemplates making six 
pictures, which he expects to re- 
lease through Fox, starting in Jan- 
uary. 

Grainger’s father is J. R. Grain- 
ger, general sales head for this 
company. 


Col. Drops Voight 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Hubert Voight, handling photo- 
graphic news material since re- 
lieved of the publicity reins at Co- 
lumbia by Cliff Lewis, goes off that 
payroll Wednesday (31) upon in- 
structions of Harry Cohn from the 
east. 

Voight’s duties will be divided 
among other members of the staff. 
Voight is the publicity man who 
socked Daryl Zanuck, during an 
argument, which brought about his 
departure from the WB studio. 


Ed Lowry Idea 


(Continued from page 2) 
larger the audience, and the greater 
the campaign necessary to put a 
new name before the public. I’ve 
played long engagements in five dis- 
tinctly different types of cities—in 
every one I’ve used the methods that 
I know appeal to my type of audi- 
ence. Everywhere I've found fans 
who are naive, who like jaunty en- 
tertainment and a warm feeling of 
personal friendliness.’ 

After he returns from a Havana 
cruise, he’s starting to work in 
earnest to solidify widespread ad- 
mirers. He'll play more dates for 
Publix, picking up an audience of 
poem-writers and token-senders as 
he goes along. With friends in ten 
towns firmly enrolled on his visiting 
list, he’ll embark on his own tour— 
maybe a concert solo—maybe with 
a few good acts. 

That’s the ambition of ‘Smiling 
Eddie; to capitalize his audience 
appeal of friend, buddy and boy 
from the neighborhood—any neigh- 
borhood he happens to be playing. 




















Fox May Only Have 
2 Houses Left in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 298. 

Fox will probably dispose of its 
Commercial theatre to Harry Bala- 
ban. Negotiations are on. With 
this house changing hands Fox will 
have only the Terminal and Sheri- 
dan left in this city. 

The Portage has just been taken 
over by Morris Kaplan. Schoen- 
stadt’s obtained the Midwest a few 
weeks ago. Crown reverted to the 
landlord who closed it. Monroe is 
| being operated by Sam Trinz. 








Harry Hartman Out 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


mer.’ at Indianapolis for Skeuras- 


Publix, substitutes, 





PICT@Res 
CAPRA’S 3 YEARS 


Resigns with Columbia—Never Has 
Asked for Contract 











Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Frank Capra, director, will con- 
tinue with Columbia for another 
three years. New contract was 
agreed upon last week despite there 
being one year to go on the present 
arrangement. 

Capra has been with the studio 
five years and has had as many 
contracts, none of which he has 
ever requested. Studio has volun- 
tarily proffered the new papers on 
each occasion. 


19 WB PLAYERS 
IN 2 TO 4 PIX 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
First six pictures in production 
at Warners-!"N this season have 19 
players appearing in two or more 
productions, in some cases doubling 
between sets. 
Spencer Charters tops list by 
working in four different features. 
Sheila Terry, Glenda Farrell, 
George P. Collins, Harry Holman, 
William LeMaire and John Wray 
are working in three apiece, while 
Arthur Byron, Preston Foster, Guy 
Kibbee, Robert Warwick, DeWitt 
Jennings, Oscar Apfel, Jack LaRue, 
Roscoe Karrs, Edward McNamara, 
Russell Simpson, Charles Middle- 
on and Berion Churchill have two 
assignments each. . 


OLYMPIC REELS FOR 
EUROPE BUT NOT U. S. 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
As a gesture to the Olympic 
Games committee, Metrotone News 
Corp., has compiled three reels of 
the events which will be presented 
to the body as a pictorial record. 
Through agreement the _ three- 
reeler cannot be publicly released 
in this country. However, it is un- 
derstood, after 90 days, it can be re- 
leased in Europe. 
As shown to the press here, the 
reels seem to hold little appeal to 
foreign countries. With the excep- 
tion of the clips showing four for- 
eign winners, all other firsts are 
American. Conspicuous by their ab- 
sence is the Japanese team which 
ran away with the male swimming 
events, and the finals in equatation. 
Also missing is the marathon. 
Of the newsreels covering the 
games, Metrotone has the largest 
staff and coverage. During the 
event it turned out reels for 15 dif- 
ferent countries. Most of the stuff 
shown in this special reel has al- 
ready been released through the 
regular Hearst and Fox weekly edi- 
tions. 

















RKO Party Splits 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Harold B. Franklin, after a confer- 
ence here, leaves by plane Wednes- 
day (31), for San Francisco. He 
then goes to Denver and Omaha and 
arrives back in New York, Sept. 5, 
to attend an RKO directors meet- 
ing, Sept. 7. 

Martin Beck goes to San Fran- 
cisco but returns here Thursday 
(1). Bob Sisk and Phil Reisman 
will remain in L. A. another week. 








Publix Allowing 3 Wks. 
For ‘Venus’ at N. Y. Par 


Marlene Dietrich’s ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par), goes into the Paramount, 
New York, Sept. 9, with a possible 
two or three weeks in mind. 

Publix had previously intended 
the film for the Rialto or Rivoli. 
The Paramount has never held a 
film three weeks. Opportunity arises 
through turning over the Rivoli to 
United Artists. 











Another Fox West Coast vet man- 
ager, Harry Hartman, district su- 
pervisor at San Diego, has been re- 
placed, 

B. V. Sturtevant, formér district | 


‘Assistant Gets Director 
| Spot After Sistrom Pix 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


On strength of his work on 
| Crooked Cirele,’ first William Sis- 
trom picture for World Wide, Lucky 
| Humberstone draws directing con- 
itraect from Paramount. No assign- 
iment yet, 

Humberstone, former assistant 
| dir.. had previously directed one for 


| Tiffany. 


Tuesday, August 30, 1932 
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Exhib-Operator Break Wide Open; 
N.Y. Union in War of Retaliation 


——_—— 





On Their Own 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Charles Skouras, accompan- 
fed by Arch Bowles, Al Han- 
sen, Frank Newman, Rick 
Ricketson, Mike Rosenberg, 
and Charles Buckley, attorney, 
leave for New York,tomorrow 
(30). They will consult on sea- 
son's film bookings. 

Skouras’ idea is to have his 
division managers decide and 
‘ pick the pictures for their ter- 
ritory with responsibility there- 
after on their own shoulders. 











Animal Re-Issues 
As Balto Geis That 
Jungle Film Fever 


Baltimore, Aug. 29. 

This territory has gone _ wild- 
animal consciouz. fo boiling has 
been the enthusiasm for the jungle 
films, and so niftick the grosses, 
that the exhibs are beginning to 
pull the old ones off ihe shelf. 

‘Rango,’ old Par animaler, was 
last week plucked out of the vaults 
and brushed off hurriedly. Other 
jungle epics, silent «nd sound, are 
getting calls. Silent ones are get- 
ting lecturers, the idca being taken 
from Frank Buck's personals with 
‘Bring 'Em Back.’ 

Exhibs haven't been so excited 
about a cycle locally as the result 
of the strength of ‘Congorilla’ and 
‘Back Alive,’ in years, both of which 
pictures got hokl-over dates. 


Neighborhood houses particularly 
are interested in the animal cellu- 
loid because of the intense reaction 
from the children. Exhibs state 
they havcn’t gotten such an influx 
of kids since the days of the old 
westerns. Many mothers have 
themselves gotten in touch with 
exhibs to hold-over the flicker. 


These animal pictures having 
done much to build up a new good- 
will for the neigbs where mothers 
have been howling that the films 
are getting too hotcha for their kids 
to see. 


Among Others, MAA Asks 
$7,500 of ‘White Zombie’ 


‘White Zombie’ receipts at United 
Artists, distributor of the film, have 
been tied up by attachment on be- 
half of the Music of America Art- 
ists, Inc., the American subsidiary 
of Campbell-Conne ly, English mu- 
sic publishers. M. A. A. alleges it 
advanced $7,500 to Halperin Pro- 
ductions, Ine., and Edward R. and 
Victor Halperin in 1929. Seeking 
te recover this mc.iey, ‘Zombie’ was 
attached at U. A., with the court 
to determine how much, over and 
above moneys due other claimants, 
can be utilized to pay off part of 
the music publishers’ claim, 

‘Zombie’ has been previously hy- 
pothecated by Amusement Securi- 
ties Corp., a New York loan firm. 
Phil Goldstone, on the Coast, also 
has a prior claim on any moneys 
due the Halperin brothers from 
their independent production. 


Campbell-Connelly’s claim arises 
from a music-film deal whereby C-C 
would have the exclusive song pub- 
lishing rights to not less than 12 
songs in six Halperin screen mu- 
sicals, for which rights $7,500 was 
raid in advance in California by 
Jimmy Campbell of the British 
company. No film musicals were 
produced and the money wasn't re- 
turned, is the claim. Abeles & 
Green are acting for the plaintiff. 











Ralph Out as Lesser 





Hellywood, Aug. 29. 


Edward J. Ralph has resigned as 





| production manager of Sol Lesser's 
| Principal Productions, 

Lesser, now headquartering at 
| utter Studios, will move within 
|next two weeks to either Pathe or 
| Metropolitan, but will not start pro- 
| ducing for six weeks. 

First filming will be his: serial, | 
i ‘Tarzan,’ 


Production Manager | 


f 

With Local 306 Monday (29) ad, 
mitting that the Schwartz circuff 
has pulled away and that Lee Och@ 
will probably follow, exhibito# 
chieftains declared that it is tod 
late for New York independents tq 


compromise with the Kaplan og» 
ganization and that tomorrow (31) 
night fully 400 of its projectionistg 
will be replaced in the booths of 
over 75 active theatres by operatorg 
‘from the rival union, Empire. 

The Kaplan unit yesterday aft 
ernoon called in its board of strate 
egy and prepared for immediate war 
on the Schwartz chain of 15 thes 
atres throughout Brooklyn and @ 
part of Long Island. Open air the« 
atres, all with free admissions, will 
be the chief means of retaliation 
against Schwartz. Local 306 execu<« 
tives yesterday said Schwartz, after 
dealing exclusively with the unions 
for 17 years, had gone completely 
non-union, ordering all card men, 
including musicians and stagehands, 
out of those of his houses where 
vaudeville is a policy. 


More For Empire 


While exnibitors expressed confi» 
dence that other chains, including 
the 20 theatres operated by Manhat« 
tan and those run by Casey & 
Wheeler, Barr Brothers and Silvers 
man, as well as many individuals, 
will be among ihose entering the 
new booth contract year on Sept. 1 
with Empire, the Kaplan organiza< 
tion believed Manhattan at least 
would stick for another year. 

Confidence that it will win the 
fight in the lons run, despite con< 
tracis signed this week, was exe 
pressed in the Kaplan camp. The 
fact that it has the backing of the 
American Federation of Labor and 
all of the major company circuits in 
the Greater New York territory, as 
weil as a new contract with the 
most powerful local indie chain, the 
42 houses of Randforce (Frisch & 
Rinsler), is chiofly responsible for 
this 306 attitude. 

Exhibitor declarations that the 
Kaplan unit has spent large sums 
in ‘policing’ New York and that its 
expense total cxceeds 25 times that 
of the Theatre Owners’ Chamber of 
Commerce, are scoffed at around 
union headquarters. The 306 atti< 
tude is that it wiil continue to 
spend and that it will win. 

Although 306 during the next twa 
weeks will argue its motion to come 
pel film comjanies to service itd 
open air hov:es, unionists claim 
they are assu‘ecd of many months* 
supply of fextures from foreign 
companies. Two of these now rent<« 
ing them old product at $5 and $10 
rentais are Aikino and General 
Talking Pictures. 


Horwitz Paci Execution 
Is Stil in Abeyance 


Although lawyers say they have 
approved, and are through with 
their end of the Horwitz-Hays zon-« 
ing pact, corcerning Cleveland ex« 
hibitors, there yet remains the sube 
ject of executing the agreement by. 
the circuits involved. 

Status of the matter is that within 
the next two weeks Loew, Warners 
and RKO will either execute or not 
execute the agreement. Simply 
means that the circuits either will 
agree or disagree with the protec<- 
tion interpretations of their legal 
attaches as to what they should do, 


’ 











AGENT WINS 


Peyer Gets Commish in First Com= 
mission Academy Arbitration 








Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

| First agent-client dispute to be 
heard by the Academy conciliation 
|committee was decided in favor of 
|the agent. Although previously all 
;}such cases were fought in court, 
| percentage argument between Rich- 





lard Boleslavsky, director, and 
| Charles Beyer, agent, was handled 
jamicably and paves the way for 
|more cases of the type being settled 
' by Academy arbitration. 

Boleslavsky, now directing ‘Ras- 
; putin’ at Metro, contended that 
| Beyer did not obtain for him his 
M-G engagement. Conciliation body 
ruled that inasmuch as Peyer held 
an exclusive arency contract he was 


jentitled to commission. 
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Indie Exhib Rep. 
Called to Wash. 
In Monopoly Row 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Armed with affidavits charging 
discrimination against indie ex- 
hibitors by distributers, and alleg- 
ing a monopolistic attitude by Fox- 
West Coast, Major Frank S. Hut- 
ton, attorney for Independent The- 
atre Owners of Southern California, 
is in Washington, on invitation of 
U. S. Attorney General Mitchell, to 
present his case. 

Huticon’s irip followed meeting of 
directors of indie organization, to 
devise ways and means of making 
what the exhibs term a final stand 
for their existence. 

Attempt of indies recently to 
force action by the federal govern- 
ment against signers of the consent 
decree entered into in 1929, where- 


| 
| 








Framing Roxy 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Martin Beck appeared locally 
in the role of a practical joker, 
his victim being S. L. Rothafel. 
It was an old gag, but Roxy 
hadn't a suspicion. 

Hoax was pulled at the 
luncheon at the Blackstone ho- 
tel with members of the press, 
among others, present to meet 
the RKO party passing through 
to the Coast. Beck had a 
phoney microphone planted at 
the table and framed Roxy to 
talk for 10 minutes on Radio 
City. 

Rest of the luncheon guests 
were in on the gag. Roxy was 
told later in the day. His re- 
action is not reported. 











in indies sought to obtain contempt 
of court order against F-WC and 
certain distributors, has made no 
headway, with radical element of 
indie group charging interference in 
Washington by film interests. 
Latest thorn in side of indies is 
reported closing by WB-FN with 
Fox-West Coast to supply next sea- 
son's entire product, which leaves 
unaffiliated theatre men only two 
major services, and a few inde- 
pendent films, for their use. 
Threats of redress through fed- 
eral courts are not taken seriously 
by major distribs, who hold no con- 


tractual obligations are being 
violated in selling new season’s 
product. 





Metro Gets Tough 
Breaks on Planned 
3 $200,000 Budgets 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Plan of Metro to slap maximum 
budgets of $200,000, and a limit of 
16 shooting days on three pictures 
his failed through bad breaks. 
‘Kongo,’ ‘Tin Foil’ and ‘Mask of Fu 
Manchu’ are the films. 

Robert Montgomery's appendix 
operation held up ‘Tin Foil’; direc- 
torial disagreements, with Charles 
Brabin finally replacing Charles 
Vidor, delayed ‘Manchu,’ script dif- 
ficulties held ‘Kongo’ back. 


JAFFE JGINS RADIO AS 
GENERAL STUDIO MGR. 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Having broken away from com- 
mitments to return either to Par- 
amount or go to Fox, Sam Jaffee 
has ticd with Radio to become gen- 
eral studio manager. 

Gesides carrying this title and 
supervisin.; the physical end of pro- 
duction, Jaffee will be an aide to 
Davi Selznick. Also a possibility 
of his later handling units as an 
associate producer. 

Cc. D. White continues as studio 
manager under Jaffe. 


‘Night Mayor’ Is 
Shown in Des Moines 


Des Moines, Aug. 29. 

‘Night Mayor’ showed at the! 
Strand last week in spite of Colum- 
bia ecquiescing to the picture being 
postponed on Broadway screens. 

In reply to the request that Milton 
Simon, manager of the Strand, 
withd-aw the film, Simon explained 
that his bookings would not permit 
a last-minute alteration. 


GLUCKSMAN RETURNS 


E. M. Glucksman, former general 
theaire director for RKO, gets back 
this week after a two months’ holi- 
day in Europe. 

Giveksman is bringing back play 
scripts as legit and picture produc- 
tion possibilities. 

















Pictures Can Only 
Stand 1 More Year 
Of Doubles, Hammons 


Figuring that the production end 
of the industry cannot stand more 
than another year of double-featur- 
ing, E. W. Hammons, oldest pro- 
ducer of short subjects in the in- 
dustry, declares that he is willing 
to ‘take it on the chin’ for another 


year. 

Hammons, admitting that he will 
be happy if he breaks even on his 
two-reeler overhead during 1932-33, 
declares that the public, as well, will 
not countenance twin features much 


longer. 

Hammons observes that exhibit- 
ors are paying for two features 
what should be the price of one, and 
that producers are becoming aware 
that their philanthropy is not ap- 
preciated. 


DROP CENSOR FORMULA 
IDEAS ON NEWSREELS 


Efforts to establish a censor 
formula for newsreels, similar to 
that of the Hays Code for features 
and short, have been abandoned. 
Reason for elasticity in the news 
end is the conclusion that any spe- 
cific laws would rob the reels of 
initiative. 

Newsreels are now not even being 
previewed though every picture pro- 
duced by the studios is seen in 
script and preview form by Hays 
representatives on both Coasts. 

Judgment on news matters has 
been relegated solely to the news- 
reel editor. Occasionally counsel of 
the Hays group is sought, but this 
is never binding. 


WB GIVES 8 EXTRAS 
CHANCE AT REAL PARTS 


Holly wood, Aug. 29. 

Statement of Jack Warner several 
months ago that he would give con- 
tracts to unknowns who had. possi- 
bilities and didn’t think in box-car 
figures, has resulted in contracts for 
eight extra girls at WB. 

tirls are Lorena Leyson, Jac- 
quelyn Allen, Ceraine Greer, Alize 
Janz, Helen Mann, Muriel Gordon, 
Patricia Green and Monica Bannis- 
ter. Contracts are short termers at 
$75 and wane a week. 


Fox Clears ‘Sherlock’ 
- After 5 Mons. Chase 


All details on rights for ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ were finally cleared Thurs- 
day (25), so Fox can now go ahead 
with making the film. It represents 
a five months’ world chase. 

Dialog rights were held in New 
York, somebody in Switzerland held 
the talker rights and the Doyle 
estac2, in London, also had to be 
contacted. Besides that, the Froh- 
man company, which first produced 
the play, had its contentions. 

Clive Brook will be borrowed by 
Fox from Paramount for the lead. 























$175.000 AS AVERAGE COST 
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BANKERS" INTENT 
REGARDING FILM 


Major Producers Say Move 
Must Be Unanimous— 
Liken It to Disarmament 
—Set Three Budgets of 
$150,000, $200,000 and 
$300,000 — Conferences 
Held in N. Y. 


————— 


‘QUIT STALLING’ 





Acting on what is said to be an 
ultimatum from the bankers to ‘quit 
stalling,’ film producers are consid- 
cring a concerted move to get the 
average cost of feature length pic- 
tures down to $175,000. 

Eastern conferences during the 
past few weeks, following a sur- 
vey which Will Hays is personally 
making, reveal that in many in- 
stances Hollywood’s promise to 
economize has been on a ‘tomor- 


row’ basis. Bankers, admitted to 
have wearied of promises, are 
credited with the attitude that the 
picture business must have reduced 
production budgets regardless of the 
means to this end. 

_ The new grades of budgets as in- 
tended would start at $150,000 for 
the average program type, $200,000 
when deemed necessary and $300,- 
000 top. Any budget exceeding this 
maximum would have to be for a 
special feature. Desire, however, is 
that at the end of the production 
year the producers’ books shall bal- 
ance so that the cost checked off to 
cach feature will average the aimed 
at $175,000. 

Disarmament Complex 

One of the most popular excuses 
of companies for not preening prior 
to this is that organizations taking 
the initiative would suffer; that 
their best people would move to lots 
continuing to pay higher wages and 
that, like disarmament, the studio 
first taking action would leave itself 
open to the other companies. This 
is the reason for companies con- 
templating one united front on the 
subject. 

Major studios are currently turn- 
ing out features running from $125,- 
000 to $1,000,000 with executives 
figuring that $325,000 is the average 
cost at present and too high. 


LASKY AS INDIE 
PRODUCER 
FOR PAR 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Parvumount is working out a simi- 
lar deal with Jesse Lasky to the one 
it recently arranged with B. P. 
Schulberg for a series of independ- 
ent productions. 

The Lasky arrangement is said to 
include full settlement of his pres- 
ent contract, with has about 16 
months to go, and means a consid- 
eration of about $250,000. A pro- 
vision of the settlement is report- 
|}ed to be the indie production stipu- 
‘lation with release through Par. 

Deal will get a final decision to- 








Which Votes 


Working on Roof 








Holiywooa, Aug. 29. 

With nine pictures in pro- 
duction and requiring all avail- 
able staze space at Radio, stu- 
dio has built exterior sets for 
‘Keng’ on the stage roofs at 
Pathe. 

‘Conqueror’ sets on the ranch 
made it impossible for con- 
struction of ‘Kong’ sets there. 











Studios Agree on 
Fuller Co-Op as to 
Player Exchanges 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

At producers’ meeting, following a 
complaint by Samuel Goldwyn that 
real co-operation among the studios 
was lacking, because Irene Dunne 
(Radio) refused to be loaned to 
Goldwyn for ‘Cynara,’ producers 
agreed that as their companies are 
playing each others’ pictures they 
must go out of their way in ex- 
changing players. Matter of work- 
ing out an agreement with the art- 
ists’ agents was taken up and re- 
ferred to a committee consisting of 
Irving Thalberg, Dave Selznick and 
Edwin Loeb. Also, suggestion was 
made that rules and regulations 
should be worked out to become 
effective about Jan. 1. 

Regarding the resolution of hands 
off on players jumping contracts, it 
was decided that any player who 
figured his contract was not satis- 
factors could Gemand a _ hearing 
from the producers or through the 
academy for arbitration. But if the 
player should quit during the shoot- 
ing of a picture no decision is nec- 
essary for the other members of the 
association to negotiate with them. 


‘SMILIN’ THRU’ COSTING 
M-G AROUND $750,000 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Metro expects that ‘Smilin’ Thru,’ 
now in its i0th week of production, 
will cost around $750,000 before it 
reaches release. 

Budget was $290,000 -before a 
camera crank was turned. This rep- 
resents cost of film rights from Joe 
Schenck, and salaries of those in- 
volved in the several treatments 
made before picture finally went 
into production. 

Norma Shearer heads the cast. 


Kent Is Not Flatly 
Against Higher Rentals 


The film industry cannot stand 
rental increases of from 30 to 50% 
over last year, declares S. R. Kent, 
Fox head, but thoze films deemed | 
outstanding pictures, can be _ in- 
creased from 15 to 25% because they 
will merit more than that in return | 
at the box office. By the same token 
low grade program pictures should | 

















be less than they were in '31-'32, he 
declares. 
Kent emphasizes these distinc- 


tions in pointing out that he is not 





day «Monday) or tomorrow, when 
Lasky returns from a trip to | 
Mexico Belief is that Sam Katz 
worked out the details while in New 
York recently. 

Former Pararaount studio head 
has been away from production for 
over a year, but his indie arrange- 
ment with Par, the same as Schul- 
berg’s. will be on a profit-sharing 
basis for six or eight pictures. 
Plans call for an Oct. 1 start, with 
Cecil DeMille probably directing 
Lasky’s first. 





fli itly opposed t» higher rentals for 
"32-'33. 


Allied Sees Political 





Propaganda in Films 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Allied Exhibitors has adopted a | 
resolution not to permit politically 
biased pictures on its screens. 
Allied declared the producers are 
taking sides in politics and slipping | 
in direct or subile propaganda. j 


: r 
cates , 
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Cagney-Dvorak’s Contract Breach 
Scored by Coast Producers Ass 1, 


‘Hands Of” Policy 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

At the semi-annual meeting of 
the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors’ Association last week 
a resolution was passed recom- 
mending that ‘All members at no 
time in the future shall employ any 
artist who has refused, without le- 
gal justification, to comply with his 
contractual obligations to any pro- 
ducer of motion pictures.’ Will H, 
Hays himself made the formal an- 
nouncement of the adoption of the 
resolution. 


This means that producers will 
adopt a hands-off attitude toward 
any squabble between any produ- 
cer and his players. It also means 
that there is no chance of James 
Cagney working again in films until 
he shall have adjusted his dispute 
with Warner Brothers. 

In the absence of Louis B. Mayer, 
Jack Warner presided over the 
meeting, and the resolution was in- 
troduced by Darryl Zanuck, who 
laid particular stress upon his own 
studio’s troubles with Cagney and 
Ann Dvorak. 

Association went on the record 
as formally accepting the Hoover 
stagger plan of employment, on 
which the studio heads have been 
working out the details for several 
weeks, in conjunction with the 
unions concerned, 

Hays strongly urged a cleanup 
both in picture production and the 
manner in which they were adver- 
tised. Producers agreed upon a 
stricter abidance by the Hays code 
for the sake of the economy which 
would follow the elimination of the 
present extensive censorship cuts. 


KATZ, COHEN BOTH SAY. 
LATTER STAYS AT PAR 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Both Sam Katz and Emanuel 
Cohen have issued denials to the 
story that Cohen is leaving the Par- 
amount studio. Yarn appeared in 
‘Variety's’ Coast bulletin last Friday 
(26). 

Reports that Cohen's withdrawal 
from the studio was imminent orig- 
inated in a rumored dispute. be- 
tween Katz and Cohen over the B. 
P. Schulberg indie production deal 
and similar proposal for Jesse 
Lasky. Cohen was said to have 
opposed the closing of both these 
propositions. Katz, however, de- 
clares that he has had no disagree- 
ment with Cohen on the subject and 
points out that Cohen is the one 
who closed the Schulberg deal. 

Cohen remains in charge of the 
Coast studio with Katz merely pay- 
ing his peripdic and supervisory 
visits to the lot as general man- 
ager for Paramount-Publix. No 
changes in executive personnel are 
contemplated, with the studio staff 
concentrating on turning out pic- 
tures. 


Schenck Denies Any 
U.A. Release Thru M-G 


United Artists will 
present release status 
the year. 

Joseph M. Schenck made this 
statement in denying reports that 
he is east to arrange for distribu- 
tion of UA product through Metro 
exchanges. 
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retain its 
throughout 


L(a)unching Roxy 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


tadio studio will give a compli- 
| mentary luncheon to Roxy at the 
Roosevelt tomorrow (30) 

Itoxy will leave the Beck party 


here and return to 
boat, via the canal, 


New York by 
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Conn Opens New 


Razzing and Counter-Bronxing 


Providence, Aug. 29. 
Capt. Jacob Conn, stormy petrel 
of the Providence theatre world, 
broke into the headlines once again 


last week when he opened the doors 
of his new downtown theatre, Met- 
ropolitan, amid confusion and dis- 
order. 

Anxious to open the theatre as 
seon as possible Conn pushed the 
date way ahead with the result that 
when he did open he was unable tu 
go through with his show for hours. 
Conn originally had planned to ogen 
for business in September. He 
switched the date to last Thursday 
(25) and when he let the crowds in, 
workmen were still hammering 
away with a hundred and one dif- 
ferent little things to do. 

Both boxoffices in the house had 
not been completed, and when the 
crowds began surging through the 
doors Conn was forced to take 
dimes and nickels at the door, giv- 
ing change out of his pockets. 

After 3,500 persons had been 
jammed in the house Conn made a 
stage speech in which he told the 
patrons that he was unable to go on 
with the vaudeville because his 
stage wasn't ready. This announce- 
ment was met with plenty of boos 
and hollering, but Conn took it 
calmly and did a little Bronx cheer- 
ing at the audience himself. 

The picture program was run 
through twice before the vaude- 
ville was ready to go on, but de- 
spite this not many patrons did the 
walking act. 

At night on that same date Conn 
held formal exercises with workmen 
still hammering away and fixing the 
lights and one thing or another. 
Nearly 5,000, of which 1,000 were 
invited guests, attended the cere- 
monies. 

Attacks Leading Newspaper 


Conn in another stage speech at- 
tacked the leading newspaper in 
town for the sheet’s refusal to run 
his ads as he had prepared them. 
He told the audience that when he 
made enough money out of the the- 
atre ke ‘would buy the local sheet. 

Conn’s ads were refused because 
he inserted a line calling his new 
theatre the ‘largest and most beau- 
tiful house in the world.’ The ads 
were accepted only after the line 
was taken out by Conn. 

Conn also attacked the Republi- 
can State and city officials for not 
attending the exercises. He said 
that ‘they didn’* have the nerve to 
come up on this stage and hear me 
talk.’ 

The theatre is located on the 
fringe of the city’s business sec- 
tion. It has a seating capacity of 
3,400, and was built at a cost slight- 
ly in excess of $500,000. 

The policy will be pictures and 
eight acts of vaudeville, five pro- 
fessional and three local to a top 
price of 30c. There are 11 musi- 
cians in the orchestra pit. He is 
putting the finishing touches to a 
cafeteria on the second floor. 

Conn operates a garage adjoining 
the theatre, and patrons may park 
their cars in the garage for 25c. pro- 
viding they show theatre tickets. 

Conn is also the owner of Conn’s 
Olympic theatre in Olneyville. 





Anti Blue Law Bill 
As Alabama Surprise 


Birmingham, Aug. 29. 
A bill popped up in the legislature 
last week to do away with all Sun- 
day blue laws in Alabama. No one 
knew just when the bill would be 
brought up and no one knew, for a 
fact, that it would come up. Rep- 
resentative Carter Manasco, of 
Walker County, is author of the 
bill and it was given a favorable 
report by the unanimous vote of the 
criminal laws committee. It will 
be brought up for debate tomorrow 
(Tuesday). 
There is no state law against Sun- 
day films, but it is believed passage 


of this bill will clear the way for | 
2 | 
legalize | 


many municipalities to 
Sabbath pictures. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


James Cagney. 


L. A. to N. Y. 








House Amid 





TACOMA STUDIO BURNS 


Old Weaver Plant, which Sound 
Socked, Became Dance Pavilion 








Tacoma, Aug. 29. 

Flames of incendiary origin com- 
pletely destroyed the old Weaver 
moving picture studio nere, loss be- 
ing estimated at $100,000. Fire was 
spectacular and brought thousands 
to watch. 

Studio was built in ’25 for silents, 
H. C. Weaver Productions estab- 
lishing headquarters. Sound caused 
the concern to fold. 

Plant has since been used as a 
dance pavilion, It will not be re- 
built. 








Studio Placements 


Hoot Gibson, Sheila Manners, 
Bobby Nelson, Fred Gilman, Jack 
Rutherford, Al Bridge, Skeeter Bill 
Robbins, William Humphries, Gor- 
don De Maine, William McCormack, 
3am Allen, ‘Cowboy Counsellor,’ 
original by Jack Naterford; George 
Melford directing; Allied. 

William Haines, Cliff Edwards, 
‘Let’s Go,’ Harry Pollard directing, 








Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week Sept. 2 





| 
Paramount — ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par). 
Capitol—‘Blondie of the Fol- 
|| lies’ (Metro). 
| Strand — ‘Blessed Event’ 
(WB) (1). 
Mayfair—‘Back Street’ (U) 
(2nd week). 
Rivoli—‘Love Me _ Tonight’ 


(Par) (3rd week). 
Winter Garden — ‘Big City 
Blues’ (WB). 
Rialto — ‘Horse 
(Par) (4th week). 
Roxy—‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) 


(1). 


Feathers’ 


Week Sept. 9 


Paramount — ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par). 

Capitol—‘Grand Hotel’ (Met- 
ro). 


Strand — ‘Blessed Event’ 
(WB) (2nd week). 
Mayfair—‘Bird of Paradise’ 
(RKO). 
Rivoli—‘Love Me 
(Par) (4th week). 
Rialto — ‘Horse 


Tonight’ 


Feathers’ 











Metro. 

Tony Gaudio, cameraman, ‘Mask 
Fu Manchu;’ Arthur Edeson, cam- 
eraman, ‘Red Dust, Metro. 





Donald Cook, Jason Robards, 
‘Conquerors,’ Radio. 
Rochelle Hudson, 
French Police,’ Radio. 
Ferdinand Gotschalk, ‘Mask of Fu 
Manchu,’ Metro. 

Edward G. Robinson, 
chine,’ by David Boehm, 
Ruth directing, WB. 

Title of ‘Father and Son’ changed 
to ‘Divorce in the Family,’ Metro. 
Randolph Scott, Eddie Woods, 
Lillian Bond, Jessie Arnold, Rose 
Coghlan, Jane Darwell, ‘Hot Satur- 
day,’ Par. 

Walter Byron, Lew Cody, H. B. 
Warner, John St. Polis, Arthur 
Hoyt, Syd Saylor, Joseph Girard, 
‘Crusader,’ Majestic. 

Glenn Tryon, Robert Elliott, Bar- 
bara Kent, ‘Pride of the Legion,’ 
Mascot. 

Willard Robertson, Ward Bend, 
Edward Le Saint, Shirley Gray, 
‘Virtue,’ Col. 

Lily Damita, ‘Match King,’ WB. 
Ivan Simpson, ‘Sherlock Holmes,’ 
Fox. 

Jill Dennett, 
Country,’ Fox. 
Stanley Fields, 
‘Rackety Rax,’ Fox. 
Gertie Messinger, Francis Mc- 
Donald, Ray Hallor, John Elliott, 
Arthur Millett, V. L. Barnes, George 
Hayes, Jese de la Cruz, Dick Dick- 
inson, ‘Hidden Valley,’ Monogram. 
Ivan Linow, ‘Rackety Rax,’ Fox. 
Gene Raymond, ‘Red Dust,’ 
Metro. 

E. Hugh Herbert adapting ‘Wise 
Girl,’ Premier. 

Bertram Milhauser, 
‘Sherlock Holmes,’ Fox. 
Carole Lombard optioned by Par 
for another six months. 

Henry Stevenson, ‘Animal King- 
dom,’ Radio. 


‘Secrets of 


‘The Ma- 
Roy Del 


‘Tess of the Storm 


John Keyes, 


continuity 


Julia Swayne Gordon, ‘French 
Police,’ Radio. 
Nat Pendleton, ‘Cauliflower Al- 


ley,’ Foy-Col. 
William Collier, Sr.; Lillian Bond, 
Beth Milton,’ ‘Hot Saturday,’ Par. 
Harry Wallace, Bradley Page, 
Louis Calhern, Marty Martyn, 
‘Night After Night,’ Par. 

Claudia Morgan, Eddie Boland, 
May Beatty, ‘Vanity Street,’ Col. 


Purnell Pratt, Clay Clement, 
‘Rasputin,’ Metro. 
Harry Langdon, Vernon Dent, 


Ruth Hiatt, Lita Chevret, Matthew 
Betz, King Baggot, Jack Grey, Bill 


Irving and Bill Engle, ‘The Big 
Flash,’ Roach. Arvid Gilstrom di- 
recting. 

Barbara Weeks, ‘Cauliflower Al- 
ley,’ Col. 

Arthur Vinton, ‘Plainclothes 
Man,’ Ccl. 


Grady Sutton, Rita LeRoy, ‘Hot 
Saturday,’ Par. 

Roscoe Ates, Rockliffe Fellows, 
Carl Miller, Jack Pennick, Max 
Waener, Joseph Girard, ‘Renegades 
of the West,’ Radio. 

Billy Bevan, ‘Payment Deferred,’ 
Metro. 

Sam Hardy, ‘Goldie,’ Bachman, 





Standard’s $423 Debt 

Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Ray A, Myers awarded foreclosure 

and order of sale on property owned 

by Standard Sound Studios and C. 

W. Risdon on Gordon street. 

Studio building will be sold to 

| satisfy mechanic’s lien for 
| debt isn’t paid. 








Ruth Rose’s Mystery 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 





Don Jacocks. 
Sam Fox. 


Ruth Rose, wife of Ernest Shoed- 
|sack, Radio director, is writing a 


$423 if 


(Par) (5th week). 


$2 Pictures 
‘Life Begins’ (WB) 
wood) (2nd week). 
‘Strange Interlude’ 
(Astor) (1). 





(Holly- 
(Metro) 





Foreign Films 

‘Schoen ist die Manoeverzeit’ 
(Fell) (German) (Hindenberg) 
(3rd week). 

‘Sniper’ (Amkino) (Russian) 
(Cameo) (2nd week). 

‘| Kiss Your Hand Madame’ 
(Superfilm) (German) (Euro- 
pa) (2nd week). 

‘Letzte Companie’ (Ufa) 
(German) (Little Carnegie) 
(2nd week). 


Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper -upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Carthay Dark Again 
Lack of $1.50 pictures is closing 
the Carthay Circle again Aug. 31 
after a four weeks’ run with ‘Back 
Street’ (3). 





Sturges at U 
Preston Sturges at U 
originals. 


to write 





Roach Resumes 
Roach lot has resumed after three 
dark weeks. 





Mayfair's ‘Extra’ 

Having sold ‘Second Extra,’ an 
original, to Mayfair, Douglas 
Churchill and Harry Chandlee 
working on adaptation. 





Par Writing Changes 
Paramount has added Julian 
Jcsephson, Murray Roth, Francis 
Edward Faragoh and Jules Furth- 














Scramming Tenants’ 
Furnishings Help Cut 
Equipped Office Rent 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Office buildings catering to pic- 
ture trade, particularly agents, are 
renting offices fulfy furnished at 
the lowest rents in their history. 
Main reason is that flocks of ten- 
ants have moved out, leaving their 


furnishings as payment for back 
rent. 

In the Taft building, a suite of 
three offices, fully furnished, in- 
cluding typewriters, rents for $60 
monthly. Formerly the same space 
went for $150 and just the bare 
walls. 

Same is true of the Security, 
Equitable, and Guaranty buildings, 
all of which have found themselves 
with plenty of furnished space 
available. 

Dozen agencies have folded in the 
past two months, all leaving nicely 
equipped offices and plenty on the 
cuff. Question now is how long the 
new tenants will last and what can 
the building grab if they walk out 
on their rent? 





RKO, Farish & Farley 
Schenectady Pool Off 


RKO-Farish & Farley pool for 
Schenectady is reported off. Hitch 
came when Farley who was nego- 
tiating with RKO upped his de- 
mands from the original 25% inter- 
est to 30%. Pool called for RKO 
to manage and operate combo of its 
own two houses with two Farley 
spots. 

Under the original deal talked of, 
Farley & Farish were to enjoy a 
25% interest of the whole arrange- 
ment for turning over their two 
houses to RKO operation, 





Free Wheeling 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Radio is using four six-day bike 
riders in ‘Sport Page.’ 

Studio hunted for two weeks be- 
fore it could locate such a quartet, 
and had to buy three new tires be- 
fore the bike men could work. 





Sid Blumenstock Rejoins 


After being disconnected from 
Warner gros. for about three 
months, Sid Blumenstock has re- 


joined the publicity department, 
working on exploitation under Lou 
Goldberg. 

He is a brother of Mort Blumen- 
stock, in charge of theatre publicity 





}mystery story for that studio. 


and advertising, 


man to its writing staff. Studio 
has dropped Martin Fiavin, Leo 
Birinski and E. D. Leshin. 





‘Orchids’ for Carole Lombard 

Columbia waiting for Carole Lom- 
bard to finish in ‘Virtue’ before 
starting ‘No More Orchids,’ which 
Walter Lang is to direct. Par 
loaned Miss Lombard for the two, 





Lowe in ‘Garage’ 
Edmund Lowe draws the lead in 


Charles Rogers’ ‘Metropolitan 
Garage, going into production 
Sept. 9. 





‘Spain’ on Ether 
Sam Goldwyn takes advantage of 
Radio’s ether program, ‘Hollywood 
on the Air,’ for a plug of Eddie 
Cantor’s ‘Kid from Spain’ Sept. 22. 





Stunt Man Author 
John Weld, former film’ stunt 
man, writing story around title, 
‘The Double,’ at Columbia. Nina 
Wilcox Putnam’s yarn on same idea 
discarded. 





Hart Co-directing 
Walter Hart, stage director, im- 
ported *y Par as co-director of 
‘Bookworm Turns’ with Lloyd Cor- 
rigan. Hart’s first picture job. 





Cary Grant’s Part 
Cary Grant opposite Sylvia Sid- 
nev in “All My Love’ at Paramount. 
Going into work Sept. 12. 


"Nother Pigskin Actor 
Dutch Hendrian, tech. director on 
Columbia’s ‘That’s My Boy,’ foot- 
baller, gets his histrionic unveiling 
in same studio’s ‘Vanity Street.’ 








Lowe, Junior’s, Jobs 
Edward T. Lowe, Jr., adapting 
and dialoging ‘Betrayal’ and ‘Mon- 
ster Stalks’ for Majestic. 





For Indie Financing 
Sol Lesser and Frank Wilson have 
organized Principal Finance Corp. 
to back 15 indie films for Principal 
Distributing release. 


Madge Evans Back 
Madge Evans, back on Metro con- 
tract after becoming Mrs. John Gil- 
bert, expected to be opposite Wil- 
liam Haines in ‘Let’s Go.’ 


But No Whiskers 
Daniel Boone went to work for 
World Wide. He’s minus whiskers, 
being four years old. 


Actor-Author 
Nat Pendleton has sold his story, 
‘Cauliflower Alley,’ to Bryan Foy. 
Also himself as an actor in the 
picture. 


L. & H. Returning 
Laurel and Hardy due back Sept. 
12. Will be in New York for open- 
ing of their feature, ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles,’ at the Capitol Sept. 3. 

















Band’s Picture Spots 

Finishing at Cocoanut Grove, 
Carlos Molina and his tango band 
will play picture houses on way to 
New York. Negotiating with Cen- 
tral Park Casino and Embassy club 
there. 

Eddie Managing Benny 

Eddie Rubin has left the Lew 
Golder agency to manage his 
brother, Benny. 





From ‘Bad’ to ‘Wife’ .- 
Hamilton McFadden will direct 
‘Second Hand Wife,’ co-starring 
Sally Eilers and John Boles, in- 
stead of ‘Broadway Bad.’ Latter 
film temporarily off at Fox. 





Chinese Background 
Leon Britton, former film  pro- 
ducer in China, returning there to 
film background material for 
Metro's ‘Good Earth.’ 
Friedman's ‘Carnival’ 
Circus yarn titled ‘Carnival’ to 
be made by Sam Friedman, former 
U supervisor, for World Wide re- 





lease. From original by Robert 
Shannon and Harold Shumate, 


Carter DeHaven’s Act 
Seven, people vaude act being 
broken in by Carter DeHaven, 





Roland with Bow 
Indications are that Gilbert Roe 
land will be opposite Clara Bow in 

‘Call Her Savage’ at Fox. 





Fineman Gets B. R. 

Al Fineman back from New York 
with bankroll to make six indie 
features. Budgets to be under 
25,000. 





Waiting for Damita 
Lily Damita at Warners for 
‘Match King.’ Production of J. G. 
3achman’s ‘Goldie’ postponed 
awawting her return for the leading 
part, 





‘Checkers’’ Treatment 
Screen treatment of ‘Checkers*® 
(Fox) being handled by Alan Rive 
kin and P. J. Wolfson. 


Warburton’s Break 
Replacing Nils Asther in Radio’s 
‘Secrets of the French Police,’ John 
Warburton given contract when 
execs viewed first day’s rushes. 





Beahan Denies 
Charles Beahan, U’s eastern story 
editor, denies he is negotiating with 
Radio for a studio berth. 





Story for Kate Smith 

Murray Roth and Paul Gerard 
Smith working on different ideas 
at Par for a Kate Smith story 
titled ‘Queen of the Air.’ Maurine 
Watkins adapted ‘Story of Temp!e 
Drake’ from novel, ‘Sanctuary,’ at 
same studio. 


Beaudine’s ‘Palooka’ 
William Beaudine directing ‘Joe 
Palooka’ for Edward Small’s Ree 


liance company. 


Exhibs Join Bluenoses 
Favoring Cal. Race Law 








Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Both theatre men and reform ele« 
ments are backing the amendment 
to California law permitting pari« 
mutuel betting on horse and dog 
races which will be on the ballot 
at the November election. 

Exhibitors favor the new law as 
it would limit these events to day- 
light hours, and the blue-noses are 
for it since legalized gambling 
could be controlled better than pres- 
ent option system. 





Va. Exhib Must Come 
North in $85,000 Suit 


Justice Julius Miller, in N. ¥, 
Supreme Court, has ruled that Ele 
mer D. Heinz, Roanoke, Va., picture 


house owner must come to New 
York city and stand examination 
before trial in a suit by Charles 
Wise against Heinz, the Sun Ine 
vestment Corp. and the National 
Theatre Corp. These are claimed to 
be Heinz’s companies which own 
and control three theatres in Ro- 
anoke. House have. since been 
leased to Paramount for operation 
although two years ago Warners 
was set to purchase them outright 
for $1,700,000. 

Computing 5% of this sum, Wise, 
as assignee of Albert M. Greenfield 
& Co., Philadelphia and New York 
realtors who negotiated the origine 
al Heinz-WB deal, is suing for $85,< 
000 commission. 

Heinz denies obligation in that 
the Warner negotiations fell through 
and Publix now leases his three 
theatre. Greenfield's assignee, Wise, 
however, is suing on the premise 
that a deal had been effected ree 
gardless. and that specific services 
had been rendered. The complaint, 
by Abeles & Green sets forth that 
the contract with WB was already 
drawn up waiting signatures when 
a last minute hitch scrapped the 
proposition. 





Emergency Ending 


Tiffany has a special ending ready 
for ‘Last Mile’ in the naborhood 
houses. It’s a happy climax. 

Won't be used at the Capitol, New 
York, and possibly other deluxe 





houses. 
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Studios, Crafts Await Casey 
And Elliot on Wage Demands 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Arriving here in next few days, 
Pat Casey, producer labor repre- 
sentative, and William Elliott, pres- 
ident of I. A. T. S. E., will go into 
conference immediately with union 
officials and producers to iron out 
existing labor situation. 

Two issues are up for settlement, 
the demands of the 11 unions in the 
Federated Crafts for a minimum 
wage scale and overtime wages, and 
the still existing soundmen’s trou- 
ble with Columbia, Roach, Metro- 
politan and Tiffany. Casey and El- 
liott are expected also to be in on 
the final arranging of studio work- 
ing schedules for all crafts, under 
the proposed adoption of the Hoover 
stagger plan. 

Today (29) was deadline for the 
Federated Crafts demands, but no 
trouble was anticipated at any stu- 
dios, with union officials saying 
there can be no occasion for protest 
until the end of the week, when 
workers get their wages. It will 
then be learned whether or rot stu- 
dios intend to live up to provisions 
of the new ultimatem. 

Producers have refrained from 
discussing situation, awaiting ar- 
rival of Casey and Elliott, at which 
time it is expected a truce will be 
declared, for probable negotiations. 

Soundmen’s differences grew out 
of institution of this craft’s mini- 
mum scale for independents and 
majors not signatory to the basic 
agreement. Question to be settled 
is whether Columbia, Roach, Metro- 
politan and Tiffany, members of the 
Producers’ association, but not sig- 
matory to the agreement, can be 
considered as part of the pact. 


Despite Ultimatum, Fed. 
Members Report for Work 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Members of the Federated Motion 
Pictures Studio Crafts, who issued 
an ultimatum to the producers 10 
days ago effective today (29), went 
to work this morning despite the 
deadline and the failure of pro- 
ducers to recognize their ulti- 
matum. Crafts, including 11 unions, 
wanted an eight-hour day and pay 
for overtime. 

Likely that a meeting may take 
place before the arrival of Pat 
Casey between union heads and 
Victor Clark, labor contact for the 
producers. Federation asked mem- 
bers of IATSE if they would re- 
main neutral should trouble take 
place, or deal be negotiated, reply 
being that they would. 


Seven Goldsmiths for 
Distribution by Steiner 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Of seven pictures scheduled by 
Goldsmith Productions for indie 
distribution by William Steiner, one 
has been previewed ,one is in prep- 
aration ,and five others have been 
labeled. 

Titles of melodrama group an- 
mounced by Ken Goldsmith, prez, 
follow: ‘Out of Singapore,’ with 
Noah Beery, George Walsh, Monta- 
gue Love, Miriam Seegar, Dorothy 
Burgess and James Aubrey; ‘Unde- 
sirable, ‘Sin Cargo,” ‘Midnight 
Shadows,’ ‘Angel Sins,’ ‘Speed Mon- 
ster’ and ‘Invisible Power.’ 














} EASTERN INDIE’S ‘HOTEL’ 

New eastern producing company, 
Screencraft, has completed ‘Hotel 
Varieties’ with Hal Skelly, Olive 
Borden and Jackie Jordan, Jr., 
seven-year-old son of Jack Jordan, 
indie vaude agent. 

Picture was made at the Fox 
studio, New York. It's the first full 
length made there in some time, 





Lipton’s Metro Return 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Lew Lipton, away from Metro’s 
writing staff for two years, returns 
this week. 
He will do an original. 





W-W Takes ‘Jarnegan’ 
World Wide has closed for ‘Jar- 
negan,’ the Jim Tully novel and one 
of the first on Hollywood as it was 
in the old days. 
Proposed fer quick shooting. 


+ 








5 Days Ahead 





Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 

State theatre (Publix), has 
inaugurated a new policy of 
presenting Saturday midnight 
previews five days ahead of the 
start of the film's regular en- 
gagement at the house. 

Stunt is claimed effective as 
a stimulant. 


Publix to Turn 
Rivoli Over te U. A. 
For Par’s Benefit 


Deal by which United Artists re- 
linquishes its 50% interest in the 
Rialto and takes over the Rivoli 
100% from Publix, has been closed. 
It becomes effective with the end 
of the current ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
(Par) run at the Riv, UA going into 
house entirely on own with ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe.’ That will be in 
two or three weeks. 

In letting the Rivoli go to UA, 
Publix is of the opinion that it can 
do as well with certain run type 
pictures by playing them at the 
Paramount on week stays or hold- 
overs the same as Metro spots its 
best at the Capitol. That will hold 
for Publix only on excess pictures 
for which there is no room at the 
Rialto. 

Ralph Stitt, Publix’s publicity-ad 
director at the Rivoli, will prob- 
ably switch to the Rialto though 
not officially notified of that. Pub- 
lix asked Lou Smith, Rialto, to 
take an out of town assignment, 
offering Chicago, but he turned it 
down. UA may take Smith for the 
Rivoli on acquiring house. 

















Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Publix will turn back this week 
to United Artists the United Ar- 
tists theatre here. House has been 
dark since March. 

U. A. will reopen and operate it- 
self. Company originally took the 
house over at the dissolution of the 
FWC-United Artists pooling ar- 
rangement with Paramount, at the 
time getting a 50% interest. 

House will now play United Ar- 
tists product exclusively first run 
and will also obtain a selected group 
of Paramount pictures. 





Harry and Max Ascher 
As B&K Managers 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Harry Ascher, one of the brothers, 
has gone to work for Balaban and 
Katz as manager of the Maryland. 
Max Ascher, who has been ill, may 
also become a B&K manager. 

The Aschers are well regarded as 
operators here, having headed their 
own circuit. Harry Beaumont, their 
former general manager, is at the 
Avalon. 





Shorts of States 


Release will shortly begin on a 
series of shorts, ‘Seeing the United 
States by States.’ There will be 48 
in the group, one for each state, 
Producer is Picture Classics, indie. 

Shorts will be marketed on the 
state rights plan. 


PAR’S CRICKET SHORT 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Paramount has a one reeler of a 
cricket match between the Austra- 
lian cricketers and a team com- 
posed of picture men. Among the 
men in the film lineup are H. B. 
Warner, Boris Karloff, C. Aubrey 
Smith and Claude King. 

Idea is to give the short general 
world distribution. 


MORE FOOTBALL 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Norman Sper will use 18 mem- 
bers of the 1932 U.C.LA. football 
squad in his second James Gleason 
sport short, ‘Football,’ starting this 
week, 

Gleason both directs and is starred 
in this series. 














Barbary Coast Yarns 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Warners has bought ‘Common 
Ground,’ a Geraid Beaumont story 
of Barbary Coast days. 
Paramount is also working on a 
yarn of the same type with Mae 
West in mind for the principal role. 


Screen Names at 


Dancathons Have 
Exhibs Protesting 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Sudden habit of picture stars to 
attend and cut up at marathon 
dances and similar events, with fans 
flocking to glimpse their favs, has 
circuit and indie exhibs in a turbu- 
lent frame of mind. Theatres in 
the Santa Monica district, wherc 
present dancathon is being staged, 


have been hit and squawks are even 
heard from downtown houses too. 
Managers are considering protest- 
ing to the Producers’ Association, 
on the ground that picture names 
should be restrained from partici- 
pating in opposition events, partic- 
ularly in cases where their attend- 
ance is advertised in advance, 
Coast chatter writers have been 
making much ado over film stars’ 
interest in current marathon, pub- 
lishing names daily of those at- 
tending, and occasionally advising 
their readers of stars who contem- 
plate attending on a specified date. 


O'DONNELL TAKES OVER 
ALL SOUTH FOR PUBLIX 


Entire south and southwest will 
become one division in Publix Sat- 
urday (3) with R. J. O'Donnell in 
charge. 

O’Donnell has been handling the 
Texas territory and southwest as 
divisional director, but with the re- 
cent Paschall partnership over the 
Dent string, and a new se.up for 
the Arizona Rickards & Nace 
houses, his division was reduced to 
60 theatres. 

Taking over Alabama, Tennessee, 
Georgia, Florida, North and South 
Carolina and Virginia gives O’Don- 
nel an additional 150 theatres, This 
part of the south and Atlantic sea- 
board has been under Dave Chatkin. 
Latter continues to handle Penn- 
sylvania, West Virginia, parts of 
New York and New England. 

With the coalition of the entire 
south under O’Donnell, setup will 
remain the same with Ernest Mor- 
rison, the division manager at 
Atlanta. Gaston Dureau widens his 
activity as O’Donnell’s divisional 
film buyer, taking on booking for 
the acquired states. 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
600 Am. Seat... 1% 1% 1% +1% 
100 Con. F.... 3% 3% 3%+% 
200 Do pf.... 6% 6% 6%—% 
1,800 East. KK... 60 38 58 —1% 
52.100 Loew ..... 36% 34% 34% —1% 
200 Do pf... 78 7 TR 86+2 
100 M-G-M pf. 19% 19% 19% 
80 Orph.- pf. 12 11 12 +% 
23,100 Par-P ... 8% Tm %m-—*% 
1,900 Pathe .... 1 Tq 1 
1,100 Pathe A.. 4% 4% 4% 
116,300 RCA , 10% 2% 10 + % 
5,300 RKO ,. 6% 6% 64+ kh 
200 Shub ..... % % % 
60 Univ pf.. 35 34 35 
7,800 W. B..... 3% 3 —% 
BONDS 
$5,000 Gen. Thr... 54% 5 5 —% 
2,000 Loew -. R8% BBR —% 
18,000 Par-F-M... 45 43 44 — % 
15,000 Par-P .... 42 41 41 —1% 
1,000 RKO ..... 81 81 1 
S.SSS WW. Bacess 32% 31% 32 +% 
CURB 
200 Gen. T. a + th H—% 
1,700 Tech. =a we 4% 5 +% 
300 Trans-L. eo 38 2 2 











Conn. Exhibs Meet 
On Arthur’s Intent 
For Exclusive Runs 


New Haven, Aug. 29. 

Connecticut picture house owners 
have scheduled a meeting here to- 
morrow night (30) to discuss action 
to be taken regarding the attempt 
of Harry Arthur to contract with 
film companies for exclusive runs 
of pictures, 

Previous conference in Waterbury 
between Conn. M.P.O., represented 
by John Sirica, of Waterbury; 
Abraham Fishman, of New Haven, 








‘and Arthur Theatres, represented 
by Harry Arthur and Atty. A. H. 
Weisman, resulted in no progress. 

Second and third run exhibs claim 
Arthur’s attempted action would 
cause them to go dark. 





Scenes of World War 
Being Prepped by Clifton 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


Eimer Clifton is preparing a five- 
reel camera record of exploits of 
Capt. F. E. Kleinschmidt on the 
yerman-Russ front in the war. It 
will be released under title, ‘War 
Debts.’ 

Climax of picture is to be 4 spec- 
tacie showing the burning of Drest- 
liteway, city of 60,000. 

Film will be ready Oct. 1 





Weir Casady, Suicide 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

Weir Casady, 50, formerly theatre 
operator with Ackerman Harris, and 
also with Charlie Thall, committed 
suicide in Oakland last week be- 
cause of ill health. He shot him- 
self. 

A brother, Ward Casady, manages 
the Lorin, Berkeley. 








Fox Denting N. Y. 








Indie Studios 


By Renting Out Its 10th Ave. Stages 








Fox is denting indie studio activ- 
ity in the east under a policy re- 
cently adopted whereby the indie 
maker can produce features at the 
Fox New York plant. 

First of the indie producers to 
utilize the Fox offer is Screen Craft. 
Latter firm has signed to produce 10 
features on the Movietone stage. 
First of these features is near com- 
pletion. 

Fox the indie 


entrance into 


7% 
es 


Par Holds Hathaway 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Henry Hathaway, brought over 
from Metro to direct ‘Heritage of 
the Desert’ at Paramount, is being 
held over for ‘Wild Horse Mesa.’ 

Hathaway is under contract to 
M-G to produc? a feature in India, 
but this studio is holding off pro- 
duction on this one until next 
spring. Before going to M-G, Hath- 
away was an assistant director at 


rental field will probably be the only | par. 


move of its kind by a major com- 
pany in the east. As personnel has 


the 


group is inactive. Hence, the idea 
was evolved to cash in on economic | 


possibilities of the plant. | 


Paramount will not follow suit | 
with its Astoria studio because, ex- 


ecutives declare, the overhead 


would be too great for an indie to; 





to be kept on hand, in order to mect | 

requirements of the newsreel, | 
there are many hours when this | 
| (Metro), Sept. 3, with Jack Conway 


| nest 





CONWAY MEGS ‘PIG BOATS’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Production starts on ‘Pig Boats’ 


directing. 

Robert Montgomery is in the top 
spot with Jimmy Durante and Er- 
Torrence in cast. 





U’s Prison Yarn Start ‘ ‘ Silver Leaving Van Beuren 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. bear. Newsreel interior facilities of | Milton Silver is through with Van| 
‘Laughter in Hell,’ Jim Tully's | Paramount and Pathe are admitted- | Beuren as advertising and pub- | 


chain gang story, goes into produc- 
tion at Universal this week. 
Eddie Cahn is directing. 


ee ae 


en oll 


Se ee 


ly not as complete or on as big a 


scale as those maintained Bax ves: | 
f 


Hearst. o— 
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Cote eit ee Sees 


j licity director as of Sept. 1. 


or ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive.’ 
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Boom m Staples Covers Realizmg, 
Selling of Film Stocks Well Taken 


-_- 


By AL GREASON 


A world boom in staples yestere« 
day (Monday), provided a strong 
spot in the stock market which 
early bird speculators were prompt 
to use for profit taking. Cotton 
was up to 10 cents a pound, a new 
jump of $2 a bale on top of Satur- 


day’s climb of $2.50. Wheat ad- 
vanced about a cent a bushel and 
held the gain to the close. Wool 
and rubber also climbed sensation- 
ally, in movements which were in- 
terpreted as representing 3 rush of 
world buying. 

This was the first tangible mani- 
festation of commodity recovery and 
speculators grasped a chance toe 
take profits on the crest of the 
wave. After going through the day 
with levels about unchanged, the 
list sold off rather sharply in the 
last hour, with volume around 
4,000,000. 

Picture stock leaders took a con- 
siderable amount of selling, but 
were able to absorb it well. Loew’s 
maintained quotations between 35 
and 36 most of the day, while ir- 
regularity developed elsewhere in 
the list. In the last hour the new 
film leader gave way gradually to 
close at 355%, about on the day’s 
bottom, 

Paramount came out in rather 
smaller volume, bulk of transactions 
close to 8, but slipped to 7% in the 
last few minutes. These two issues 
were entitled to a rest anyhow, after 
their steady march from July lows. 

£ven a setback of fair proportions 


(Continued on page 23) 








MOVIETONE TOPS NEWS 
REELS WITH 5 SCOOPS 


The standing of newsreels for 
August, based on showings at the 
Embassy and Translux, finds Fox 
in the lead with five scoops, Pathe 
next with three and Paramount and 
Universal with one each. 

Since the Translux changed its 
policy, fewer news clips are being 
used, the program being geared to 
accommodate an average of three 
Short subjects weekly. Pathe is 
using more and more of its own ma- 
terial in the house, Universal has 
been reduced to a point where its 
trademark no longer gets signature 
credit with Pathe and Paramount. 

The chart: 

Fox- Hearst 

Opening of Ottawa trade confess 
ence, 

First ride on 8th ave. subway. 

Crown Prince Wilhelm’s talker 
debut. 

Piccard's take-off. 

Earhart completing U. 6. filght 

Pathe 

Rooseveit-Ely. 

Mollison. 

Iowa farmers’ fight. 

Paramount 

BEF in Johnstown. 

Universal 


Good times campaign. 
, e 
WB’s Servants Pic 
Hollywood, Aug. 28. 

Figured as another ‘Grand Hotel,’ 
Warners will make ‘Employees’ 
Entrance,’ story of servants’ side of 
a metropolitan hotel. 

Cast and director not assigned, 


Incorporations 


California 
Sacramento, Aug. 88. 

Granada Theatres, Inc. City of Al- 
hambra, Capital stock 2,000 shareg 
three subscribed, C. A, Ferry, BRB ke 
Ferry, L. C. Brown. 
Permits to sell stock issued to: 
Eddie Cantor Enterprises, Inc.. Me- 
tion picture productions Capital 10,00@ 
Shares no par. Permitted to issue 600. 
Unique Theatre Corporation. Theatre 
operating. Capital 1.000 shares no pan 
Permitted Bad issue 300. 














Judgments 


Charles B. Dillingham; eenee City 
Bank; $394,985 and $124,232: 


Humbert he Fugazy; F. ee and 
others 
'Peshkin and 74th St. 








Silver was handling special work |p; 


2 


$7 
Abe K. Aaa 
ment Co.; Meenan Coal Co.; $104. 
Bankruptcies 
Metro Outdoor Advertising Corp., 18 
Park Row (voluntary); without sched. 
ules 
Fiegel Corp., 


outdoor advertising, 18 
irk Row (voluntary); m& Lede 


without 


t ules. i 
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“take to $16,200. 
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L. A. Pacing Sluggishly But Par 
Nice at $15,000; ‘Down to Earth, 


Oke at 318,000; ‘Madness, $7,000 








—_—— 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Biz started negligibly, but is 
building right along. 

‘Strange Interlude’ went out with 
six and a half week run at Chinese, 
with house going dark until Sept. 
§, when ‘Rain’ has its ‘ premiere. 
Carthay Circle will probably also 
go dark Auz. 31, with bowing out 
of ‘Back Street.’ ‘Igloo’ got off to 
good start at Criterion (27), and 
looks as though it should hold for 
two weeks at least. 

Will Rogers in ‘Down to Earth’ 
at State, pace is pretty fair, as is 
the Paramount with ‘Devil and the 
Deep,’ which will hit around $15,000. 
‘Two Against the World,’ in for 
eight days at the Hollywood, off to 
better than average pushoff here, 
and looks like $12,000 on run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circie (Fox) (1,500; 55- 
$1.65), ‘Back Street’ (U) and stage 
show (4th, ‘inal week). With blow- 
out announcement, trade perked up 
a bit. Last week okay at $8,220. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65), 
‘Strange Interiude’ (M-G) (7th, final 
week) and stage show. Final three 
days, n.g. $6,500. Next to closing 











week disappointing take of $14,600. | novi} ana the Deep’ 
George Jessel and Norma Talmadge 
on the stage brought in $42,000, 


Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 25-65), 
‘Igloo’ (U). Big ballyhoo which 
gives promise of first week's figure 
possibly equalling ‘Congorila,’ but 
$7,000 is disappointing. Second and 
final week of ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) an 
even $7,000. 


Brothers and Will Mahoney. 
notices and $40,000, okay. 
holds over another week. Last week, 


-~ 


ALBEE, $28,000; PAR, 


$40,000; B’KLYN UPS 





Brooklyn, Aug. 29. 
The downtown area is 
with ether attractions. 


year’s radio queen, 
Metropolitan, and Rian 
the Strand. 


Paramount, without doubt, 


Mahoney on the stage. 


Lady’ is the picture and house 
should do $40,000... Albee is thriving 
with ‘Back Street’ and vaude; 


around $28,000, fine. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (4,200; 
‘Night Club Lady’ (Col) and stage 
show headed by Richman, Mills 
Good 
Richman 


(Par) with 


good. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Passport 
to Hell’ 
$12,000, fair. 
Love’ (Allied) $9,300, off. 


(Fox) and vaude. Around 
Last week ‘Unholy 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70),/ Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Back 
‘Doctor X’ (WE) and vaudeville.| street’ (U) and vaude. Olsen and 
Good $9,500. Last week ‘Crooner’ | Johnson in hilarious offering cou- 


(WB) fairly good at $9,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75), 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB).|’ 
Starting one day early, eight day 
ru. here should hit good $12,000. 


pled with the picture will bring in 
excellent $28,000. 


Last week ‘Hold 
Em Jail’ (RKO) did a bad $15,000. 
Loew’s Metropolitan (2,500; 25-35- 


50-60-75)—‘Speak Easily (M-G) and 


Last week ‘Big City Blues’ (WB) |yaude. Borrah Minevitch and Har- 
had titular reaction at b. 0. @S|/riet Lee on stage drawing a good 
pulled after six days with less than | $23,000. Last week ‘Skyscraper 


$7,000. ° 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-65), ‘Ameri- 
can Madness’ (Col). Start none too |‘ 
sensational, but developing into big- 
gest take since the inception of the 
straight sound policy, $7,000, which 
is big on scale charged and aver- 
age house has had since going 
straight pix. Last week ‘War Cor- 
respondent’ (Col) okay at $4,700. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-90), 
‘Tom Brown At Culver’ (U) and 
stage show. Okay opening that 
looks as though house should get 
fair $7,700. Last week ‘First Year’ 
(Fox) very disappointing at $6,900. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10). ‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) 
and stage show. Picture none to 
hot and following Marx holdover 
having struggle to get $15,000, 
which being aided by previews. 
Pace evidences pic is _ building. 
Second and final week of ‘Horse- | 1 
feathers’ (Par) below anticipated 


State (Loew-lox) (2,024; 35-75), 
‘Dewn to Earth’ (Fox) and stage 
show. This Rogers opus oke for 
$18,000. Last week ‘Passport to 
Hell’ (Fox) was ‘red’ for house 
with a poor $16,700. 


‘FEATHERS,’ $20,000, 
RUINS REST OF ST. L. 


St. Louis, Aug. 29. 

All eyes are turned toward the 
Missouri this week, where the Marx 
Brothers are holding forth. Long 
lines in front of the theatre indi- 
cate the comedy will bring in a 
flood of dollars such as no picture 
has brought into this nouse in many 
months. 

It’s the first program since the 
house passed under the management 
of RKO in a pooling arrangement 
entered into by that circuit and 
Paramount. RKO leased the theatre 
from Paramount last week for a 
year, taking charge Friday. The 
Missouri is taking so much of the 
money, in fact, that not much is 
left to be distributed around to the 
others, although the Ambassador is 
doing fairly well with Constance 
Bennett, always popular here. The 
Fox pulled another star, Gladys 
Baxter, from the Municipal Opera 
cast in an effort to aid a weak pic- 
ture, succeeding to some extent, 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (WB) (3,000; 35-55- 
65)—‘Two Against the World’ (FN) | 
and unit. Will do well to get a fair 
$12,000. Last week ‘Doctor X’ (FN) 











by Rian James, 
columnist, 


making the grade. 
vaude hasn’t affected grosses to a 
major extent. 
tion making up the difference. 

‘Blonde 
and connecting for about 
‘Age of Consent’ last 


Captive’ 
average biz. 
week held its own. 

J. J. Parker figures to open the 


Souls’ (M-G) did $19,000. 


Strand (2,000; 25-35-50-65) — 
Crooner’ (FN). Based on the novel 
Brooklyn ‘Eagle’ 
fair $9,000. Last week 
Two Against the World’ (FN), okay 


$15,700. 


ALL PORTLAND IS UP; 





CHEVALIER, $13,000 


Portiand, Ore., Aug. 29. 
Par’s ‘Horse Feathers’ and ‘Love 





Me Tonight’ “von two big weeks at 
the Paramount successively. ‘Horse 
Feathers’ currently moved over to 
the Rialto for a second week and 
in line for okay results. 


All other biz in the burg on a 
ower scale. 
RKO Orpheum’s all sound policy 


increased exploita- 


Orpheum currently has 


flooded 
Harry Rich- 
man at the Paramount assisted by 
the Mills Brothers; Olsen and John- 
son at the Albee; Harriet Lee, last 
is at the Loew’s 
James’ 
‘Crooner’ is the flicker attraction at 


has 
the business this week what with 


Richman, the Mills boys and Will 
‘Night Club 


25-35-50-75)— 


Cutting out 


at Gamble’s Rialto was a high spot 


dark Broadway next month with 
straight picture policy. His other 
Fox-Parker houses letting up on 
high pressure door prize stunts to 
prepare for fall policy of straight 
picture exploitation, 

Two good weeks of ‘Wet Parade’ 


of local biz. House admish was 
raised from 25c to $1.10 top and 
b. o. gross for the two weeks went 
up about 500%. 

Hamrick’s Oriental doing nicely 
with ‘Doctor X’ connecting for 
about average biz. 


Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65) ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) and 
F. & M. unit. Getting results, good 
$13,000. Last week ‘Horse Feathers’ 
(Par) and Blanche Sweet in person 
with stage unit clicked for the big 
money at $14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000 25-40) 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col). Fair $6,000. 
Last week ‘Age of Consent’ (Radio), 
off at $4,300. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35) ‘Downstairs’ (M-G). 
Good enough $4,500. Last week 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) nicely for 
$4,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
‘Doctor X’ (FN). Above average, 
$4,000. Last week ‘Weekend Mar- 
riage’ (FN) okay for this house at 
$3,500. 


B’ham’s South Sea Wave; 
‘Paradise,’ Nifty $5,000 


Birmingham, Aug. 29. 

Wave of South Sea Island stuff 
sweeping through town like the 
miniature golf idea. Even the radio 
stations are picking it up and broad- 
casting South Sea music. Three 
pictures in town last week and two 
more of them this week. 

‘Bird of Paradise’ at Ritz will 
likely prove best bet, with ‘Devil 
and Deep’ second best. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Devil and Deep’ (Par). De- 
spite Tallulah Bankhead is home- 
town girl Gary Cooper is getting the 
billing; around $9,000. Last week 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) missed a rec- 
ord because of poor weather the 
latter part of the week, but a neat 
$14,000 and plenty of black ink. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Bird 
of Paradise’ (Radio). Great South 
Sea stuff, and off to dandy busi- 
ness; $5,000. Last -week ‘Blonde 
Captive’ (Radio), $3,500. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 

‘Tenderfoot’ (FN). Long time book- 
ing this one after release date but 
good for $4,000. Last week ‘Two 
Seconds’ (FN) okay for men but not 
a woman’s picture, $3,400. 
Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Street of Women’ (WB). Kay Fran- 
cis only big thing in this one, $1,- 
500, Last week ‘Passport to Hell’ 
(Fox) mild at $1,400. 


Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Aren’t We All?’ (Par). Nothing 
doing, $600. Last week ‘Painted 


Woman’ good pic but poor title and 
$800, 


‘Bird OK in K. C. 
With Wow $20,500 
Newman, $14,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 29. 
Continuing its last week’s smash 
with ‘Roar of the Dragon’ and ‘Des- 
ert Song,’ the latter being respon- 
sible for the greater part of the 
business, the RKO Mainstreet is this 
week turning them away with ‘Bird 
of Paradise. Week looks the best 
of the summer, with only the fea- 
ture to draw. Stage show topped 
by the ‘Society Girl Revue’ and Al 
Trahan, is good but does not have 
the appeal of the big ‘Desert Song’ 
production. Encouraged by the 
heavy and increasing business the 
house enjoyed with Ted Lewis and 
the Fanchon & Marco opera, the 
management states stronger vaude- 
ville bills will be given, five acts 
making up the bill. 

At the Newman, Chevalier’s ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ will also hang up a big 
gross, $14,000. Last week ‘Horse 
Feathers’ could have held a second 
week, and the management would 
have liked to send it to the Liberty, 
but decided not to change the house 
vrices to meet the Marx Bros. pic- 
ture scale. 
Loew’s Midland is the weak spot 
on the street with ‘The Last Mile,’ 
the customers passing it up for the 
lighter entertainment. Manager 
John McManus gave it extra public- 
ity, with street car and bus cards 
and the week prior to the opening 
had a display of weapons, narcotics 
and other curiosities, fror: the po- 
lice department museum on display 
in the lobby, but nothing helped. 
Last week was also tame with 
‘Blondie of the Follies.’ Just too 
much strong opposition. 
September will see another first 
run house in tows when the Plaza 
changes its stag. si:ow policy and 
will serve Fox wictures first hand. 
The other big *'ox house, the Up- 
town, will reopen with first subur- 
ban showings second runs. 
Estima‘:s for This Week 
Liberty © ublix-Dubinsky) (860; 
15-25) —‘M:ss Pinkerton’ (FN). Fair 
$3,500. Lasi week ‘Love Is a Rack- 
et’ (FN) not so hot, $3,700. 
Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-35-40) 
—The Last Mile’ (World Wide). 
This will be another dark spot in 
the histery of the house, for the 
cash customers seem to want some- 
thing more cheerful for their money. 
Poor $8,500. Last week ‘Blondie 
of the Fellies’ (M-G), received good 
notices and was liked by those who 
came but they were few, only $10,- 
500. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio). 
Scads of newspaper space given the 
picture, besides lots of stunt and 








“oo (Hon) (4.000: ° $5-98-35)— | Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25) ‘Horse | Special publicity, and lines of fans 
‘Painted Woman’ (Fox) and Gladys | Feathers’ (Par). ‘ Doing a nice ase — F the doors opened Friday 
Baxter, Muny Opera favorite, on | 4 week at this house following ept right on coming. Smashing 
stage. No draw: poor $8,000. Last | bis first week at the Paramount. $20,500. Last week ‘Roar of the 
week ‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO), | Should get at least $3,000. Last|Dragon’ (Radio) with the ‘Desert 
$10,000. *| week ‘Wet Parade’ (M-G) road- | Song’ on the stage, although no ex- 
Loew’s State (3.000: 25-35-55)—- | Showed and connected for $12,000 in tra Saturday nite show was given 
Last Mile’ (World Wide). Good re- | ‘WO weeks with raised admish. as stated, was a wow ditto just the 
views, but trade poor; $7,000. Last | nn | SATS, 
week ‘Speak Easily’ (M-G), $13,300..| than a year of double features. Sure- Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,- 
Missouri (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-55) fire pic. headed for wow $20,000. | 860; 25-35-50)—‘Love Me Tonight’ 
—‘Horsefeathers’ (Par). Last week ‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) |(Par). From the Marx Brothers to 


House re- 
verting to single film, after more | 





and ‘Igloo’ (U), $6,200, average. 


Chevalier means just the same at 


Flock of Philly Films But Biz 
So-So; Fox, $18,000; X, $14,000 











LOEW PEPPING UP FOX, 
WASH., TO WOW $24,000 


Washington, Aug. 29. 


Loew is putting the Fox over with 
somewhat of a bang. Spending real 
dough on the stage, putting some- 
thing worthwhile on the .creen and 
the town’s biggest theatre is dis- 
covering it hasn’t enough seats. 
Currently the house has Pola Negri, 
Georges Carpentier, Miss Patricola 
and two other acts and is headed 
for healthy intake. Meanwhile oth- 
er Loew houses, Columbia with its 
cut admission scale and ‘Bachelor's 
Folly’ is limping along, while the 
Palace with Tiffany's ‘Last Mile’ is 
dying. 

To meet the onslaught of heavy 
stage dough at the Fox, Warner's 
Earle is bringing in some names it- 
self. Currently it is Everett Mar- 
shall while on the screen it is ‘Doc- 
tor X’ and business is holding up. 
Keith’s with ‘Night Club Lady’ is 
doing satisfactorily if not setting 
the world on fire while the other 
straight pictures, Met., is doing 
fairly well with ‘Make Me Star.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
40)—‘Bachelor’s Folly.’ About $2,- 
500; bad. Last week ‘Isle of Paradise’ 
finished to $6,000, 

Earle (Warner) (2,244; 25-35-60- 
70)—‘Doctor X’ (FN) and getage 
show. Will keep right around the 
$16,500 mark, as it was last week 
with ‘War Corerspondent’ (Col). 
Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Painted Woman’ (Fox) and Pola 
Negri heading stage show. Will go 
to $24,000. Last week $24,400 for 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) and a stage 
full of names. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 
50)—‘Night Club’ Lady’ (Col). 
About $7,000. Last week ‘Age of 
Consent’ (RKO) ended up at $5,800. 
Met (Warner) (1,830; 12-35-50- 
60)—‘Make Me a Star’ (Par). May 
hit fair $5,000. Last week ‘Cry of 
the World’ slim $4,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
‘Last Mile’ (Tif). Dying with take 
headed for meagre $5,000. Last 
week ‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G) 
got the usual ballyhoo and finished 
at $15,500. 


‘DEVIL,’ ‘JAR’ EACH 
$12,500 IN MONTREAL 


Montreal, Aug. 29. 


Air pageants, eclipses of the sun 
and likelihood of tropical weather 
aren’t noticeably pulling down 
grosses here which last week were 
above average and currently may be 
maintained. Palace with ‘Devil and 
Deep’ has a natural which should 
lift gross to $12,500. ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ and ‘Women Who Play’ at the 
Capitol may hold up to $11,000, and 
Loew’s, which got successfully by 
with a repeat picture and headliner 
last week, has a good week ahead 
with ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ and a good line 
of vaude. . 

Princess is featuring an explorers’ 
film with one of them in person and 
should gross around $8,000. Nabes 
have been feeling hot weather spell. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75)—‘Devil 
and the Deep’ (Par). Given big 
ballyhoo may boost gross to $12,500. 
Last week ‘First Year’ (Fox) did 
nearly as expected with $12,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Sky- 
scraper Souls’ (M-G), and ‘Women 
Who Pay’ (Par). Looks like a good 
brace for $11,000. Last week's 
‘Guilty as Hell’ (Fox), and ‘Forgot- 
ten Commandmenas’ (Fox) grossed 
$10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)— 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) and vaude. 
May get $12,500. ‘Bring "Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio )and vaude with Gene 
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Dennis, psychic, did very well at 
$13,000. 
Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60)— 


‘Explorers of the World’ (Col), and 
‘Love Affair’ (Col). Should build 
to $8,000. Last week ‘Man Called 
Back’ (Tiff), and ‘Strangers of the 
Evening’ (Tiff) grossed $6,500. 





_Imperial (French-Film) (1,900; 
25-40) ‘Service de Nuit’ (French). 
Brings back old policy and may 


gross $2,000. Last week daily change 
of program didn’t work out well and 
gross fell to $1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50)—‘Coeur de Paris’ (French). 
Around $1,500. Last week ‘Marius’ 
(French) same figure. 





the box office as the business con- 
tinues. 

feviewers raving it’s Chevalier’s 
best. Should get $14,000. Big last 
week, ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par), $15,- 
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Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 

Every house in the downtown 
sector changed pictures last week, 
except a couple of the small ‘art’ 
theatres. Changes were made ag 
follows: two on Thursday, three 
Friday and two Saturday. 

Incoming films indicated business 
ranging from fair to good, with no 
real smashes on the horizon. In 
fact, if anything, grosses should be 
generally lower this week than last, 

The Fox, with ‘Congorilla’ on the 
screen and a stage show lacking in 
b. oO. names, figures for no more 
than $18,000, under recent average, 
Animal pictures have limited enough 
following here at best, and ‘Bring 
‘Em Back Alive,’ recently offered at 
Stanley, didn’t help any. 

The Earle with ‘Speak Easily’ and 
Rosetta Duncan and James Kirk- 
wood in person will also drop a peg 
or two in all probability. Maybe 
$16,500, but certainly no more. 

The Boyd, with ‘Jewel Robbery’ 
scarcely rates $15,000, and the 
Stanley, with Dr. X,’ will be lucky 
to get $14,000. 

The little Arcadia ought to get a 
satisfactory $2,600 with ‘Aren’t We 
All (first showing), but the Karlton 
looks weak with ‘Hollywood Speaks,” 
which got panning notices. Prob<- 
ably $3,700. 

The Stanton, opening Saturday 
with ‘Unashamed,’ should hit a fair 
mark of $10,000. 

Downtown houses are finding 
plenty of difficulty in getting films 
strong enough for more than a 
week’s run. That, rather than lack 
of product, is responsible for fre- 
quent changes of bill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75)—‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Despite 
rather good notices, this animal 
picture doesn’t look strong enough 
for sensational business or anything 
near it. Maybe $18,000. Last week 
‘Painted Woman’ (Fox) fell just un- 
der the expected $20,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75) — ‘Jewel 
Robbery’ (WB). Fair $15,000 indi- 
eated. Last week ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ (M-G)_ disappointed 
with $16,000 in nine days. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66) — ‘Speak 
Easily’ (B-G) and vaudeville. Good 
notices should help, but neither 
Rosetta Duncan nor James Kirk- 
wood on stage show mean a great 


deal. Not over $16,000. Last week 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) just beat 
$17,000. 


Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75)—Dr. xX’ 
(FN). Should boost house’s gross 
a little; but no more than $14,000 
indicated. Last week ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ (M-G) rather sour with $12,- 
000 in seven days. ' 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55) —‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G). Tricky theme and 
very doubtful. Probably $10,000, 
which would be okay. Last week 
ag Correspondent’ (Col) got $9, 
00. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55)—‘Holly- 
wood Speaks’ (Col). First run and 
dsappointing $3,700 expected. ‘Tom 
Brown of Culver’ (U) sad with 
$2,800. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-50) — ‘Aren’t 
We All’ (Par). Fine notices and 
plenty of attention from. class 
group: $2,600 likely. ‘Man from 
Yesterday’ (Par) ordinary at $2,000. 


‘BACK ST.’ AND VAUDE 
NIFTY $22,000, BOSTON 


Boston, Aug. 29. 

The last two weeks in August are 
always Boston’s low for the year, 
and this August is making new lows 
in the history of several of the 
houses. 

Ten o'clock previews on the last 
night of the old bills were tried by 
both Paramount and Keith’s last 
week, both houses getting a big re- 
sponse. In the case of Keith’s on 
Friday night it resulted in a 270- 
minute program including ‘Back 
Street,’ ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ and a six- 
act bill headed by Waring’s Penn- 
sylvaniations at 83c top. 

Pace for the present week is gen- 
erally slow. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-50-83)— 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB) and 
stage show. ‘Reri,’ dancer, added 
to bill to offset cancellation of Jessel 
and Talmadge. Will be lucky to hit 
$17,000. Last week ‘Doctor X’ (WB), 
$18,200. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30- 
55-66)—‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). 
Good for $12,000. Chevalier usually 
a big draw locally. Last week hold- 








ever on ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par), 
$8,900. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83) 
—Back Street’ and Bill Robinson 
heading vaudeville. Should hit 
strong $22,000. Last week ‘Hold ’Em 
Jai’ (RKO) and Fred Waring's 
band, $18,100. 


o-= 9o- «-f 
25-35-35)— 


Boston (RKO) (4,000; 
‘Night Club Lady’ (Col). Looks like 
a new low for this house; will do 
well if it hits $9,000. Last week 
‘Unholy Love’ (RKO) and Tex Gui- 
nan on stage, $13,700. 
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Zombie’ at U. A, Chi, $16,000: 
“0,000 Witnesses’ $20,000, Fair: 


Montgomery 


Billed Over Davies 








Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Although Chicago is, and will be, 
slow in starting because of late re- 
lease dates on most of the new pic- 
tures, local showmen are generally 
optimistic and feel that the upturn 
is near. This is reflected in the re- 
openings of various closed theatres. 
Managements in almost every in- 
stance are spending liberally on 
lobbies, marquees and exploitation. 

Contemplated repeal of double 
features has wiped some of the 
frowns off the substituted incipient 
grins. This will, in theory, help 
everyone starting in the outlying 
districts about Oct, 2 and in the 
bigger stands in mid-September and 
sending its radiations downtown to 
the loop. 

Palace last week gave notice that 


the doldrums were passed by zoom«- 


ing through with a smashingly 
profitable week of $27,000. There 
were lines daily for ‘Hold ’Em, Jail.’ 

Another happy omen, of course, 
was ‘Horse Feathers,’ which, de- 
spite McVickers lowered admission, 
ran to $37,000 on its getaway. Last 
week’s grosses at the Tivoli, $17,900, 
and the Uptown, $13,500, were en- 
couraging for the neighborhood de- 
luxers, although against this was a 
bad $19,000 at the Oriental and a 
poor $31,000 at the Chicago, where 


the Constance Bennett picture, 
‘Two Against the World,’ disap- 
pointed. 


United Artists opened Thursday 
(25) with ‘White Zombie’ and used 
several stooges on the marquee in 
an animated goosepimple tableau to 
halt passers-by. This exploitation 
was most unusual for the house, and 
accumulated a sidewalk audience 
at the busy Randolph-Dearborn 
corner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 40- 
65-85) —‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M- 
G) and stage show. Robert Mont- 
gomery given top billing over Mar- 
ion Davies by house with ads read- 
ing that way appearing in Hearst 
papers, as well as others. Expect 
average $34,000. Last week Con- 
stance Bennett fell down as a draw 
in ‘Two Against the World,’ which 
barely sneaked over the barrier into 
the $30,000's. 

McVickers (Publix-B&K) (2,000; 
40-65-75) — ‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) 
(24 week). Will tally $27,000 on 
holdover, after whirlwind start of 
337,000. First wallop of the local 
season. 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 

(Par) 
and stage show. Murder on the grid- 
iron deemed entertaining picture, 
but four weeks in advance of the 
football fever. Neither Oriental nor 
Chicago have heavy stage shows 
this week. Should hover around 
$20,000, the figure for last week with 
‘Jewel Robbery.’ 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-55-83)— 
*War Corerspondent’ (Col) and 
vaude. House will relax this week 
after high tension seven days with 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ last week. ‘Corre- 
spondent’ plus dubious box office 
vaude lineup may hit $19,000 against 
last week’s wow $27,000. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col) 
and vaude. Still the best quanti- 
tative bargain in the loop. Seven 
acts and an usually fair picture. 
Business has been spotty, but has 
turned in small profits and repre- 


“gents an advance over the straight 


film policy. This week will be helped 
by fan appeal of title. Anticipate 
$16,500. Last week ‘American Mad- 
ness’ did okay on holdover, $15,500. 


United Artists (Publix-B&K) 
(1,700; 40-65-75)—‘White Zombie’ 
(UA). Nicely handled opening and 


‘attention-arresting marquee display, 
. exceptional for house, but pace not 


promising. Look for moderate $16,- 
000. Facade given the power-gun 
for a general massage and theatre 
shipshape.’ Miles Concannon again 
in charge. 


New Haven Perks Up; 
) Biz All Around O.K. 


New Haven, Aug. 29. 

Business is picking up currently 
with further improvement in sight 
with folding of shore and outdoor 
amusement spots due soon. 

Estimates for This Week 

College (Arthur). Will reopen 
Sept. 12 with split week single first 
run and five acts vaude. 

Paramount (Publix) 
72)—‘70,000 Witnesses’ 
unit, $7,500, fair. Last week 
Feathers’ (Par) and unit, 
big. . 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 
‘Back Street’ (U) and 
Woman.’ Should build to nice $7,000. 
Last week ‘Zombie’ (UA) and 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) skyrocketed 
to best gross, $8,000, since spring. 





(2,353; 


‘Horse 
$14,000, 


35-55)— 


Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200: 35- | 


55)—What Price Hollywood’ (RKO) 


and ‘Racetrack.’ Okay $5,000. Last 
week ‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) and 
‘Crooner’ (WB) petered out to a 


mild $4,000, 


4 
+ 


40- | 
(Par) and) 


‘Painted | 


;may climb to nice $9,000 


FLOYD GIBBONS-‘JAIL’ 
WOW $16,000, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 29. 

Floyd Gibbons proved a draw at 
the Orpheum, although he has ex- 
cellent backing in ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ 
and Baby Rose Marie. He was a 
gold mine for exploitation, making 
page 1 of the ‘Post’ every day and 
a big art page 1 day he arrived; art 
inside the others. ‘Post’ used two 
signed stories by him. Gibbons also 
discovered an ex-soldier here who 
saved his life when Gibbons had his 
eye shot out the first time. Story 
aroused great interest, but Gibbons’ 
broadcast was the true cause of the 
popularity which broke the opening 
day record since Huffman has had 
the Orpheum. 

Ted Mack, proving a draw at the 
Denver, has a big part of the show 
applause and indicates his popular- 
ity is growing. Without Gibbons to 
buck, Denver would cop top place. 

Paramount is doing okay with 
comedy, but Rialto disappointment 
with picture sans any love interest. 
Paramount and Rialto cutting from 
50 and 45 to 40 next week to duck 
tax. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-66) 
—‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) and 
stage show. Not bad $14,000. Last 
week ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) did a 
fine, $16,000, aided by reappearance 
of Ted Mack, and 7,000th appearance 
of Fred Schmitt as Denver orchestra 
leader. 

Orpheoum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-40-66) —“Hold ’Em Jail’ (RKO) 
and RKO vaude with Floyd Gibbons. 
Smashing $16,000. Last week ‘Back 
Street’ (U), aided by Jack Dempsey 
in person, did over $14,000, two 
grand better than previous week. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Speak Easily’ (M-G). Okay 
$5,000. Last week ‘Doctor X’ (FN) 
proved a tenic to this house doing 
$6,000, 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 25- 
35-50)—‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U). 
Up a bit to $2,250. Last week 





‘Igloo’ (U) proved cold and was 
Spee after six days and a poor 
,200. 





Beaucoup Comedy, but 
‘First Year’ at $9,000 
Very Good Too, New’k 


Newark, Aug. 29. 

This ought to be called ‘Laugh 
Week’ with three of the four de- 
luxers open playing, respectively, 
‘Horse Feathers,’ ‘Speak Easily’ and 
‘Hold ’Em Jail.’ But the Branford, 
playing ‘The First Year,’ is going 
to be right among the leaders and 
with the excess of comedy may 
come in first. 

The Sea Girt hegira, which was 
supposed to have hurt on Saturday, 
and what is close to vaude, ‘Folics 
Bergere,’ running both mat and 
Sunday nite, offered competish, but 
a rainy Saturday night was a week- 
end break. 

The Empire (burlesque) and the 
Orpheum (colored) reopen Satur- 
day, but not a peep has come from 
the closed film houses, 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘First Year’ (Fox). Greatly liked 
and probably will top $9,000. Last 





week ‘War Correspondent’ fair at 
$6,800. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 








‘Unashamed’ (M-G) and ‘Stranger 
in Town’ (WB). Ought to be close 
to the steady $5,000. Last week 
‘Almost Married’ (Fox) and ‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par) fine at $5,300. 
Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘White 
Devil’ (Ufa) and ‘Balinese Love.’ 


| Should get a nice $1,200 on third 


week. Last week did well with 
| nearly $1,600. 
| Loew’s State (2,780: 15-65)— 


‘Speak Easily’ (M-G). If the farces 
|; don’t pall on the patrons this one 
should click with nearly $10,000. 
|Last week ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) 
fair at $7,000. 


Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- | 
|66)—‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). Can 
|hardly come much below $11,500, 
ereat. Last week ‘Devil and the 


Deep’ (Par) $6,500, off. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-20-30- 
35-40-55-65)—‘Hold ’Em Jail’ 
dio). Weakest of the farces, but 
Last week 
(Fox) good 


‘Passport to Hell’ 


| enough, close to $8,000. 
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‘Igloo,’ $2,200, Tacoma 


Tacoma, Aug. 29. 
Back to three-a-week pix change 
at the Rialto to use up product 
while Blue Mouse hitting improved 
pace vith ‘Igloo. Orpheum dark, 
not helping so much. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
—‘Igloo’ (U). Big bally and apropos 
lobby display helping; looks $2,200. 


Last week ‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) 
‘did a fair $2,000. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,250; 25-35)— 
‘Brown of Culver’ (U), ‘Almost 


Married’ (Fox) and ‘Guilty as Hell’ 
(Par), latter in for three days. In- 


dicated $2,800, so-so. Last week 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) and 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) did great 
$3,400, 





COLUMBUS NUTS 
OVER HEAVY 
TRADE 


Columbus, Aug. 29. 

Everyone's trying to figure it out 
and getting nowhere. For some un- 
known reason this burg has sud- 
denly gone picture crazy. After a 
plenty slack summer, up to now. 
four downtown houses out of five 
played to standees on opening night 
of this week and kept up the good 
work through Saturday as well. It 
certainly looks as though there is 
plenty of sugar waiting to be spent 
and plenty people now ready to do 
just that. 

Palace with ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
had ’em in line all day of opener 
and it looks as though it will con- 
tinue all week. ‘White Zombie’ at 
the Broad also had ’em waiting, 
while the combo of Bill Dalton at 
the organ and ‘Brown of Culver’ 
packed the Grand and John Gil- 
bert’s latest did better than good at 
the Ohio. If this keeps up good 
times-are more than just back. 

This bullish biz is building up to 
the town’s major topic. It amounts 
to a run on the theatres, and if the 
state fair visitors should join the 
local folk in this run even the 
heavy expectations will be topped. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-35) ‘Bird 
of Paradise’ (Radio). Looks like 
a smash for this house and best 
since the new low prices. Should 
get at least $10,000 and continued 
tops may bring it to $12,000. Last 





week ‘War Correspondent’ (Col) 
fair at $4,0.9. 
Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000 25-35) 


‘Downstairs’ (M-G). Not up to last 
week’s figure but still plenty heavy 
biz at $10,500. Last week ‘Speak 
Easily’ (M-G) knocked ’em for a 
row at $13,900, 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 20-25) 
‘White Zombie’.(U). Just too bad 
the price scale is so low here, but 
even at that this film will top $8,000 
which is plenty heavy. Last week 
‘Almost Married’ (Fox) fair enough 
$3,500. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 20-35) 
‘Brown of Culver’ and Bill Dalton 
at the organ. Fine $7,000 and 
everybody’s happy. Last week 
‘Jewel Robbery’ just managed to 
take $3,200. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25) 
‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col). May be 
better than 31,300. Last week ‘Fast 
Companions’ (lox) proved slow but 
still fair at $2,200. 


‘DEVEL-DEEP,’ $13,000, 
INDPLS. OUTSTANDER 


Indianapolis, Aug. 29. 
Biz picking up a bit with folks 
back in town after vacation. Things 
at Circle are fine with stage show 
inaugurating new fall season. Marx 
Bros.’ ‘Horsefeathers’ went plenty 
big last week at the Indiana, so big 
that the show is being held for sec- 
ond week. First time in history for 
house. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35), ‘Two Against the World’ (WB). 
Around $4,000, okay. Last week 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox) closed at $3,000. 














Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-55), ‘Devil and the Deep’ 
|(Par) and F&M stage unit. Will 
lreap plenty, around $13,000. First 
stage show at Circle for some 
weeks. Last week ‘Crooner’ (FN) 
good at $6,200. 

| Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
| 25-35-55), ‘Horsefeathers’ (Par). 


| May get corking $10,000 for second 
week. Last week this comedy took 
| $18,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
1/35), ‘Last Mile’ (WW). May reach 
| $4,800, but will have to climb. Last 
week ‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) around 
$6,800, plenty good, 


Se eee 


Bway Becalmed by Holdovers: 
Back Street's’ Big $23,500 Start; 
Marxes $24000; Capitol Off 





A calin hangs over Broadway box 
offices this week. Second weeks on 
run pictures and holdovers of others 
at weekly changes is presenting the 
scene with little that excites the 
gross-watchers. 

The only exceptions are the May- 
fair and Rialto. The Mayfair with 
‘Back Street’ will clock $23,500, and 
the third week of ‘Horse Feathers’ 
will gross $24,000, very nice. 

Capitol is moving slowly at a $52,- 
000 pace, “The Last Mile’ failing to 
incite the draw that it was believed 
it would manifest. Stage show 
holds Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers, Leon 
Errol, Jay C. Flippen and Art Jar- 
rett, but the desire to take a look 
at ‘Mile’ is not proving intense. 
‘Mile’ is the first outside booking 
for that de luxer by Loew’s in 20 
months, Metro ordinarily being 
overboard on product for this spot. 

Of the other new pictures this 
week ‘Life Begins’ started out only 
fairly, running up $8,000 on its first 
three days, while ‘Night Club Lady’ 
at the Par, plus return engagement 
of George Jessel and Norma Tal- 
madge on stage, is failing to reach 
out for big coin. House will be for- 
tunate to do $43,000, poor. 

Palace, on second run of ‘White 


‘Back St.’ in Native 
Cincy, Socko $22,000; 
Bird’ Smash $15,500 


Cincinnati, Aug. 29. 

This week’s lineup for downtown 
film parlors has plenty b. o. appeal 
and is reaping rich rewards. Com- 
bined take is best in months. 

Reopening of Keith's, which was 
greatly improved during the sum- 
mer, restores Walnut street to 
mazda lane. Food show at the Zoo 
and fireworks spectacle at Coney 
Island are stiff opposish for theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)— 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G), and F-M ‘Gobs 
of Joy’ unit, with Josef Cherniavsky 
and his Sympho-Syncopators as 
extra attraction. John Gilbert is a 
screen name for this house. Cheny’s 
band has built up a local following 
from long runs at leading hotels 








and dansants here via WLW 
broadcasts. Looks like $17,000, fair. 
Last week ‘Madame _ Racketeer’ 
(Par) and F-M ‘Star Night’ idea, 
featuring Betty Compson, just 
topped a fair $17,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 


‘Back Street’ (U). Cincy locale of 
Fannie Hurst’s story celebrated with 
hefty Hollywood opening Friday 
(26) midnight at 75c. and $1 re- 
served seat scale and dailies are giv- 
ing picture added puffs. Irene 
Dunne and John Boles are b. o. in 
this town. All helping for a whopper 
$22,000. Last week ‘Horse Feathers’ 
(Par) soared to a lofty $22,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)—Bird 
of Paradise’ (RKO-Radio). This 
perennial theatre fare naturaling for 
$15,500, a socko sum. Aided by extra 
newspaper advertising, marquee vol- 
cano flash and Hawaiian lobby en- 


tertainers. Last week ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ (M-G) bungalowed to a fair 
$6,000. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,550; 25-40)— 
‘A Successful Calamity’ (WB). This 
theatre reopened after summer rest 
during which $40,000 was expended 
for modernizing, including concrete 
floor, tearing out of lower boxes, 
new seating, carpeting and decorat- 
ing and marquee. New booking ar- 
rangement is for all-Warner prod- 
uct. George Arliss billed heavy for 
current attraction; $6,000, fine. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G). Rob- 
ert Montgomery crowds the banner- 
ing above Marion Davies. Luring 
$12,500, very good. Last week ‘Two 
Against the World’ (WB) got $10,- 
000; good. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Texas Bad Man’ (U) and ‘Midnight 
Lady’ (Fischer). Split week. This 
pop-priced stand has been pepped 
up of late with frequent changes of 
tried and true lobby pull-’em-in 
stunts. Tom Mix putting added b. 
o. life this week for $3,200, oke. Last 
week ‘Wild Women of Borneo’ (FD) 
and ‘Office Girl’ (Radio) did $3,000. 


MacArthur Jump Ahead 
On ‘Rasputin’ Rewrite 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Metro has assigned Charles Mac- 
Arthur to rewrite several sequences 
of ‘Rasputin’. 
Author is working against time, 
with company photographing the 
stuff as he bats it out. 
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Zombie’ and a stage show without 
heavy drawing cards, Arthur Tracy 
leading the array, will slip off to 
around $12,800, a deprecating figure 
after the nice $17,700 chalked up by 
Olsen and Johnson previous week. 
It means plenty of red. 

Among the pictures that are on 
their second weeks, Maurice Che- 
valier is disappointing a little at 
the Rivoli, with only about $27,000 
for ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) on its 
second week. 


Roxy, holding over ‘First Year’ 
(Fox) appears to be heading for 
under $40,000 on five final days on 
holdover. ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) 
coming in Thursday (1). 


Strand is melting away to $15,700 
on the second week of ‘Two Against 
World’. (WB), while the other War- 
ner operation, Winter Garden, is 
playing to empty seats at $10,000 on 
‘Passport to Hell,’ one of the Fox 
pictures booked away from. the 
Roxy. ‘Big City Blues’ is next in, 
opening Thursday, the same. day 
that ‘Blessed Event’ moves into the 
Strand. 


Warners may spot ‘I’m a Fugi- 
tive’ into the Holywood after ‘Life 
Begins,’ playing it at same top 
price reserved seat scale. 


United Artists takes over the Riv 
on end of the Chev run, ‘placing its 
‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ in there. If 
business on ‘Love Me Tonight’ does 
not improve, that will be within 
three weeks. Publix, having only 
the Rialto as a run, spots another 
comedy in there, Harold Lloyd's 
‘Movie Crazy’ on top of the Marxes. 


‘Blonde Venus’ (Dietrich) will 
play the Paramount instead of get- 
ting a run, goimg in Sept. 9.. If 
justifying it, Publix may hold that 
one a second week or longer. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Strange Interlude’ (M-G), Opens 
here at a $2 top tomorrow night 
(Wednesday). ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) 
goes out tonight after a 19 weeks’ 
run. 

Capitol 5,400; 
$1.65)—‘Last Mile’ (World Wide) 
and stage show. Film transcrip- 
tion of hit play’s pace indicates only 
$52,000. Big stage show not enough 
to make up for ‘Mile’s’ lethargy. 
Last week, ‘Speak Easily’ (Metro), 
Ben Bernie and Eddie Dowling on 
stage, $63,000, big. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—‘Back 
Street’ (U). A winner, running up 
the till’s contents to around $23,500 
and a holdover. Previous incum- 
bent ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) proved 
a dud at $10,100. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)—~ 
‘White Zombie’ (UA) (2nd run) and 
vaude. Palace combines this chiller 
and Arthur Tracy on stage as its 
drawing cards, but together they 
aren’t drawing much; $12,800 on 
week will be far from the black. 
Olsen and Johnson all over the 
stage and ‘American Madness’ (Col) 
on screen last week did a fine $17,- 
700, but also in the red because of 
the heavy hookup. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—Night Club Lady’ (Col) and stage 
show. Publix brought back the Jes- 
sel-Talmadge stage show after an 
absence of a week, but that didn’t 
turn the trick; lucky to escape with 
$43,000. That will mean two poor 
weeks in a row for house after bad 
$41,300 last week on ‘Devil and 
Deep’ (Par). 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) (3rd week), 
A lot of the town continues to laugh 
at the screwy Marxes, according to 
$24,000 pace on third week. Last 
week, second, a good $31,000. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Love Me ‘Tonight’ (Par) (2nd 
week). This Chevalier isn’t doing 
as well as Chev usually does. Any- 
thing over $27,900 will be a surprise, 
with pace noticeably slowed up 
after first week when house hit $36,- 
300. Maybe only two more weeks 
at. that rate. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)—*Thsa 
First Year’ (Fox) (2nd week) and 
stage show. Won't reach $40,000 on 
final five days of holdover week, 
First week around $60,000, okay. 
Will Rogers’ latest ‘Down to Earth’ 
(Fox) opens Thursday (1), but 
house won’t go Thursday opening 
as a regular. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 
—Two Against World’ (WB) (2nd 
week). Connie Bennett's lure at the 
b. 0. eases off on holdover of this 
one, to around $15,700. Initial seven 
days a big $22,000, 

Winter Garden (1,410; 35-55-83. 
94)—‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox), A 
drab showing is being made by this 


35-72-83-$1.10- 





one; under $10,000 augured. ‘Croon- 
er’ (WB) did little better as house’g 
previous attraction, $12,800. 

Hollywood (1,553; 55-83-$1-$1.10. 
$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Life Begins’ (WB), 
Opened here Thursday night (25) at 
a pace that was only fairly good, 





Initial three days $8,000. 
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Mpls. Sizzling with 
Down to Earth, 


Marcus Show, ‘Zombie, Well Bally‘d 


—— “ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 

The happy combination of good 
product and {rst-rate showmanship 
is still leaping the hurdles which 
impeded box-ollice prosperity. As 
far as leading loop showhouses are 
concerned, the depression has been 
over for more than a month. If 
pictures continue to maintain recent 


quality standards local theatrical 
officials are confident that the good 
times will continue indefinitely. 

A factor in the improvement 
doubtlessly is the lessened seating 
capacity, due to the closing of the 
4,200-seat Minnesota and 1,800-seat 
Century, formerly the Publix ace 
houses. Publix apparently is con- 
siderable money ahead in keeping 
these theatres dark. 

‘Down to Earth’ is the current 
big box-office noise, but ‘War Corre- 
spondent’ and ‘White Zombie’ also 
are going great guns. The Will 
Rogers’ picture at the State has the 
town by its ears. A big opening 
was just about all that ‘Down to 
Earth’ needed, and it got that big 
opening and is off on its way to 
give the leading Publix theatre an- 
other highly profitable week. 

RKO Orpheum circused the Mar- 
cus Show, putting out more sheets 
than the Ringling circus. It also 
played up the revue’s allegedly sen- 
sational features in its clever ad- 
vertising. As a result, the stage 
show is more of a magnet than 
‘War Correspondent,’ although Flolt 
and Graves draw here. 

Sensational and skillful advertis- 
ing also is bringing customers in 
for ‘White Zomhie’ at the Lyric and 
is delivering by sending the cus- 
tomers away talking about it. 

Opposition of the ‘Walkathon,’ 
drawing 11,960 nightly at the muni- 


Wow Trade: 
Dandy $15,000; 


> 





Bank’s Marquee Bid 





A showman, back from the 
south, is figuring on puttting 
his money in future in a Ral- 
cigh, N. C., bank. 

He found one there called the 
Watchovia Trust Co. 











‘Paradise’ Features 
Balto’s B. 0. Parade; 
‘Divorce’ to $17,000 





‘BIRD’-WARING BEST 
IN PROV., $12,000 


Providence, Aug. 29. 

Houses facing about the toughest 
opposition of the season, but despite 
this things look pretty rosy. Oppo- 
sish is headed by Fred Waring and 
his band at the RKO Albee; Wayne 
King and his band at Rhodes for one 
night engagement (29); opening of 
Conn’s new Metropolitan thegtre 
with eight acts of vaudeville and 
picture for the top price of 30c., and 
the reopening of Modern (27) with 
burlesque. 

‘Bird of Paradise,’ the feature at 
the Albee, is being strengthened by 
Waring’s band, and gross is expect- 
ed to reach $12,000. 

Twin-bill at the Majestic headed 
by ‘Congorilla’ looks like the winner 
in the first run movie division. 
‘Horse Feathers’ being held over at 
Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55-75)— 
‘Last Mile’ (W-W). House selling 
picture from all angles in attempt 
to offset handicap of no names in 
the cast, but not likely to do any- 
thing over $7,000. Last week ‘Blondie 








Baltimore, Aug. 29. 

Business continues on the hearty 
upswing currently, which will mean 
higher totals at practically every 
theatre in this town. Many reasons 
offered by the explaining exhibs: 
the return of the vacationists, the 
start of the new season, and some 
of the exhibs are even willing to 
talk about better product. 

This burg is girding for a new 
season of stage fare all around, and 
it’s likely that before October rolls 
around there will be five vaude the- 
atres on the main grind. That’ll 
take in the Hippodrome, Century 
and Keith’s, with the New and Au- 
ditorium as hot possibilities. This 
area is strictly vaude-conscious. 
Auditorium is now under the eye 
of Len McLaughlin, who's trying 
to set the house first as the road- 
show arena of this town, and is hik- 





cipal auditorium, may be affecting 
theatrical attendance adversely, but 


ing up to New York this week to]. 


gross to $12,000. 
‘Em Jail’ 
largely because of vaudeville; $8,700. 


‘Congorilla’ 
Love’ (Allied). 
the Johnsons’ film holding the spot- 
light. Great possibilities for fine 
gross, most likely $9,000. Last week 
‘Doctor X’ (FN) and ‘Crooner’ (FN) 
okay at $8,500. 


Feathers’ (Par). 
so forte; nothing over $6,000 in pros- 
pect as feature probably showed all 
its strength the first week when it 
skyrocketed to a: splendid 
which represents more than double 
the coin house has been getting all 
summer. 


of the Follies’ (M-G) was the 
strongest gross house has had in 
months; okay at $10,500. 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-55-66)— 
‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio) and vaude 
with Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
headlining. House built up picture 
with extra spreads in the news- 
papers. Waring is expected to tilt 
Last week ‘Hold 
(Radio) was okay but 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 


(Fox), and ‘Unholy 
Nice twin-bill with 


Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Horse 
Second week not 


$11,600, 


RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 
By Whose Hand? (Col), and ‘My 





50,000 Titles 





Film industry has a surplus 
of titles estimated to exceed 
50,000. This represents the col- 
lection since the Hays Com- 
mittee on Title Registration 
was established in New York 
in 1925. 

Where the combined major 
companies never use over 500 
feature titles in the course of a 
production year, the report 
which will be made at the an- 
nual meeting of the committee, 
due in September, shows that 
during the past year 4,500 titles 
have been filed. 











‘Exploitation Days 
In Dixie’ Ups Seattle 
All Over; ‘Bird’ 11 G’s 


Seattle, Aug. 29. 

‘Fleet Week,’ with its free street 
shows, dragged into this week and 
isn’t any theatre help any more, 
although the rainy week end offset 
that satisfactorily. 

Local showmen are going all they 
can for exploiting and trying to sell 
what they have to best money. Fox- 
West Coast northwest division is 
not sparing on selling. Vic Gaunt- 
lett, adv. mgr., has Harold Schaeffer 
handling special exploitation for 
Fifth Ave. theatre. Bob Armstrong, 
here as p. a. when Paramount was 
running its own ace house, latterly 
with Jensen-von Herberg, is now 





special adv. for Fox theatre. This 
combo is going after results. Evi- 
dently Frank Newman, Sr., div. 


mer., believes in extensive bally. 
Ted Champion for Hamrick is 
writing some nifty adv. copy. This 
week for ‘Igloo’ theatre front is at- 
mospheric aplenty, while truck with 
igloo atop trailer, and two dog sleds, 
the parade in command of three 
men, is doing the streets. 

At Orpheum Jack Sampson is 
new adv. man. This week is Fifth 
anniversary for opening local new 
Orpheum, so Mayor Dore was on 


FRISCO FRISKY 
WITH STRONG : 
SHOWS 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

Competition is of razor keennesg 
this week as four of the cinema’g 
ace drawing cards flash across local 
screens. Even the dog races and 
hundred and one other attractiong 
can’t stop some fancy grosses from 
piling up. 

Buster Keaton and Jimmie Dus 
rante in ‘Speak Easily,’ with swell 
stage show headed by first week of 
Jess Stafford’s band, getting the 
Warfield off to a snappy start and 
over $20,000 looked for. 

Chevalier pulling the fems tg 
Paramount, matinees heavy and 
nighis extra good. Plenty nice worde 
of-mouth helping here. 

Fox has Will Rogers in ‘Down to 
Earth’ and extra stage attractiong 
in Frank and Milt Britton’s band 
and Brox Sisters, together with the 
regular F & M Idea and Walt Roes- 
ner in concert. 

Other corner of the business 
square is Constance Bennett, who's 
holding forth at Warners in ‘Two 
Against the World,’ but intake weak 
there. 

Golden Gate coming in for much 
extra advertising on ‘Bird of Paras 
dise, Clara Kimball Young in pera 
son, and biz big. 

Naborhood Fox El Capitan, play« 
ing deuce run of ‘Society Girl,’ 
changed title to ‘Society Girl and 
the Pug,’ and in a district where a 
pug is a little tin god it’s helped 
business considerably. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 50-70)—‘Down to 
Earth’ (Fox) and stage show, with 
added names in the Brittons’ band 
and Brox Sisters. Will Rogers pulle 
ing and $32,000 a better clip than in 
several weeks. Last week ‘Painted 
Woman’ (Fox) was poor draw at 
$27,000 with tab version of ‘Follow 
Thru’ on stage. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35-55 
65)—‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio) and 
vaude headed by Horace Heidt’s 
band. Heavy competish around town 





io 
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loop box-office results are gratify-| contact the film home offices about | Pal the King’ (U). Bill not half bad 


hand Sunday night to cut big birth- 


ing nevertheless. . 

‘Horse Feathers’ did so big at the 
State last week that it was moved 
immediately to the Uptown, lead- 
ing Publix neighborhood house, for 
a second consecutive week in town. 
Scale is the same at both theatres 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55) ‘Down 
to Earth’ (Fox). One of the best 
Will Rogers pictures, and Rogers 
always sure-fire here, word-of- 
mouth is boosting plenty fer a 
Gandy $15,000. Strong supporting 
program of. shorts. Last week, 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par), hurt by bad 


land free love. 
the highly happy notices. 
Backed by one of the most in- 
tense campaigns ever in the local 
Hearst rag, ‘Blondie of the Follies’ 
got away at a neat pace. 
atre, which snapped ‘American Mad- 
ness’ off the screen last week after 


those two-a-day epics. 
rates as the 
ace ticket seller of the current 
week, the femmes 
their lunches in order to be on time 
for the low-down on South Sea is- 
Also counting were 


‘Bird of Paradise’ 


gulping down 


New the- 


weather break last couple of nights, |two days, may bring the flicker back 








but immense $17,400 just the same. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55) ‘War 
Correspondent’ (Col) and Marcus 
Show on stage. Heaviest exploita- 
tion campaign in months for Mar- 
cus Show which is being sold as an 
American version of the French 
‘Folies Bergere’ with plenty of 
scantily draped femininity. All of 
which is bearing box-office fruit; 
should top $12,000, big. Last week, 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) and Hobart 
Bosworth in person, hurt’ by 
weather, $11,000. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35) ‘White 
Zombie’ (UA). Effective exploita- 
tion for this shocker and public ap- 
parently hasn’t had fill of this sort 
of spine-chilling fare; about $8,000 
indicated, biz. Last week, ‘Rich 
Are Always With Us’ (FN), $6,900, 
good. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35) ‘Red 
Headed Woman’ (M-G), second loop 
run, and ‘By Whose Hand’ (Col) 
split, should reach good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ (Fox), 
second loop run, and ‘Bachelor 
Affairs’ (Fox), $1,600, fair. 

Aster (Pubklix) (900; 25) ‘Man 
About Town,’ ‘Girl Crazy’ (Par) 
and ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par), divid- 
ing week; two latter second loop 


runs; about $1,200, good. Last 
week, ‘Office tir’ (RKO), ‘Are 
These Our Children’ (RKO) and 
‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO), dividing 


week, latter two second loop runs, 
$900, light. 


10-Percenters File New 


later in the season. 
for the bank-run scare (which, by 
the way, was unfounded and blew 
up within 48 hours) to be complete- 
ly forgotten, 


clouds continue dark in the pres- 
ent receivership operation, 
the only product available for this 
spot is British output, and English 


Just waiting 


Down at the off-street Rivoli, the 


About 


talkers in this house is comparable 
to the same type of film fare down 
on the Bowery or on Madison and 
Halstead. They want scarred faces 
and horses; not ‘by jove’ and after- 
noon tea, 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 35-40- 
55-65-75)—‘Divorce in Family’ (M- 
G) and ‘Rio Rita’ tab. Stage show 
name is counting at the front gate, 
and in combo with the Jackie 
Cooper flicker, is heading the gross 
to higher altitudes at hey-hey $17,- 
000. ‘Crooner’ (FN) last week had 
an erratic stay to finish on the fair 
upside at $13,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-50) —Bird of Paradise’ (Ra- 
dio) and vaude. Little Jack Little 
headlining is a lady’s card, and this 
flicker is femme picture what is. 
Put ’em both together, they spell 
$11,000, something to remember ’em 
by. ‘Age of Consent’ (Radio) pre- 
ceding stanza batted pleasant profits 
at $9,100. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,450; 15- 
25-40)—‘Big City Blues’ (WB). And 
that’s about the shade of the box 
office currently. House needs some- 
thing to scoop it out of the wal- 





Suits for Commissions 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


Three agents who have previous- 
ly filed suits for commissions 
against clients have started new 
cases to recover their 10° on earn- 
ings made _ since original actions 
started. 

Leo Morrison attached the Fox 
salary of Spencer Tracy in a new 
$700 Municipal court suit. This 

y makes the fourth action totaling 
$4,500 by the agent against Tracy. 

Frank & Dunlap also filed suit 
against George 3ancroft asking 
$19,000 as one-tenth of his salary 


for his last Paramount picture 


lows. Figuring on vaude as the re- 
suscitator. If something isn’t done 
shortly, may take a pulmotor. Cur- 
rently maybe $2,000, while last 
week’s ‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) was 
no better at its $2,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-40-50) 
—‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox). Picking 
house up a bit on the sex angle here, 
which gets the shoppers milling in 
this theatre’s vicinity. On its mati- 
nee strength, may touch $5,500. Last 
week five days of repeat for ‘Con- 
gorilla’ (Fox) meant $1,800, disap- 
pointing. 


Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25-40- 
55-65-75)—‘Blondie of Follies’ (M- 
G). Getting the night time trade 
from the more sophisticated mob. 
Likely to scamper to $12,000, happy 
enough. ‘Doctor X’ (FN) managed 


and showing fairly good strength; 
chances are for at least $2,000. Last 
week ‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col), and 
‘Wild Women of Borneo’ (First Div) 
so-so at $1,400. 

Metropolitan (Conn) (3,400; 10- 
25-30)—‘From Broadway to Chey- 
enne’ with eight acts of vaudeville 
first half, and ‘Docks of San Fran- 
cisco’ last half with vaudeville. 
Novelty of a new house will put 
these pictures in the money this 
week. At least $6,500, okay. Last 
half of last week ‘Race Track’ soared 
ssvenrs on crest of opening to swell 
3,700. 


Bird’ Smash $18,000; 
Bennett’s Off $24,000 
Among Detroit’s Biz 


Detroit, Aug. 29. 

Cool weather over the week-end 
but it didn’t help all houses very 
much, 

For the third week business is 
better at the Downtown which will 
do a terrific $18,000 with ‘Bird of 
Paradise,’ meaning a certain second 
week. 

The Fox is still suffering from a 
combination of bad second choice 
pictures and union troubies. Labor 
difficulties are being worked on, but 
the picture prospect still looks dark. 
Last week the Fox went to a new 
low of $9,000, which means that the 
stage shows must come back. In 
the meantime it is headaches for all 
responsible for the straight picture 
policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-72-75)— 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB) and 
stage show. At $24,000 house is 
off a little. Last week ‘Blondie of the 
Follies’ (M-G) was very big at 
$35,100. : 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55)—‘Bird 
of Paradise’ (RKO). A smash at 
$18,000. Last week ‘Age of Inno- 
cence’ (RKO) was good at $9,000. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-72-75) — 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G). Fair $13,000. 
Last week ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) in 
its second week okay at $17,000. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-55)—‘War Cor- 
respondent’ (Col). This one bought 
after Publix turned it down. Names 
may help it, but the lack of stage 
show will offset; bad $10,000. Last 
week ‘The Purchase Price’ (WB) 
was also a second choice picture, all 
bringing plenty of western spaces in 
the auditorium that is big enough 
for a ball park. A very bad and 
new low $9,000. 











DANNY DARE’S SHORTS 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Danny Dare, stage director at the 
local Paramount theatre, will stage 
three musical shorts for Metro. 








stiles, 


to mystify fair $9,900 into the turn- | 


Jack Cummings will supervise. 


day cake. Last week as living bal- 
lyhoo for ‘Bird of Paradise,’ Mer. 
Herb Sobottka used free show in 
outer lobby, six sailor boys with 
string instruments, tap and local 
hula dancer. 

Liberty is the leader in selling 
ears for $1, now doing this weekly, 
giving car for this value every Fri- 
day night. Reckoned to help around 
$1,200 a week, and figure the cost of 
a Ford V-8 for yourself. 

Fox houses this week also are 
giving away two Nashes to the tune 
of $1 each. It’s helping biz. The 
boys here are mingling merchandis- 
ing of autos, exploitation and adver- 
tsing to sell their wares and, con- 
sidering these items, they are sell- 
ing pretty well, too. 

Blanche Sweet is headline attrac- 
tion at Fifth Ave. stage show this 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-65)— 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G). 
Heavy billing for Marion Davies and 
Robert Montgomery; Blanche Sweet 
headlining F & M stage show. Looks 
to reach corking $13,500. Last week 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) got sensa- 
tional dough, $16,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio). Great 
advance plugging and best week 
in a long time; a good $9,500. Last 
week ‘Age of Consent’ (Radio) off 
at $4,200. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55)—‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par). Hot release follow- 
ing Fifth Ave., and above average 
take of $5,000. Last week ‘Speak 
Easily’ (M-G). Nothing out of or- 
dinary, although pic liked and stage 
band presentation, oke; $4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘Race Track’ 
(Tiff). Car a week for $1, is aid in 
reaching okay $4,500. Last week 
a8. Back’ (Tiff) nice biz at 

v, ° 


Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—‘Igloo’ (U). Big campaign 
helped to fair $2,800. Last week 


‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) wasn’t the 
hottest thing in town, around $3,000. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-30)— 
‘Vanishing Frontier’ (Par) and 
‘Huddle’ (M-G) split week. House 
holding nice biz gains, in fourth 
week leading all houses in circuit, 
for percentage increases in contest. 
| Looks $3,000, good. Last week ‘As 
tA aig Me’ (M-G) nice pace at 
ype, . 





SIMPSON’S DOUBLE TALK 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Engaged for part in Fox’s ‘Sher- 
| lock Holmes,’ Ivan Simpson, English 
actor, has also been assigned to di- 
rect dialog on the picture. 

Picture started Wednesday (24) 
with Clive Brook in lead. William 
K. Howard directs. 

Simpson is the Englishman who 
has been with George Arliss, on 
stage and screen, for years, 














but heading for great $16,000. Last 
week ‘Age of Consent’ (Radio), with 
Dorothy Wilson, the picture’s lead, 
in-personing over week-end, n. 8. & 
at $11,000, 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 55-65)— 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). Gals g0« 
ing for Chevalier and bell is ring- 
ing with $18,000. Last week, second 
stanza of ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par), 
got good enough $11,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 55-65)—~ 
‘Speax Easily’ (M-G). Combo of 
Keaton and Durante packs a wallop 
and it’ll be over $20,000, with good 
Peggy O’Neill stage show marking 
opening of Jess Stafford’s band. 
Last week was fair $17,000 on ‘Big 
City Blues’ (FN). 

Warners (1,365; 55-65)—‘T wo 
Against World’ (WB). Constance 
Bennett failing to pull, and $7,000 
is poor pickin’s. Second week of 
‘Dr. X’ got nearly $9,000, which was 
only grard vehind opening week, 
excellent. 


Six Originals from Pens 
Of Par’s Term Writers 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Paramount’s advance story de« 
partment for development of origi- 
nal ideas by contract writers, hag 
six stories jelling. 

They are ‘Hula,’ on which Harvey 
Ferguson is working; ‘Pied Piper of 
Paris,’ Chevalier yarn being written 
by Gouverneur Morris; ‘Undesir- 
able,’ assigned to Thomson Burtis;' 
‘Lottery Fever,’ Milton Krims’ story;' 
‘Headquarters,’ by Hugh Stange, 
and ‘Secretary to the Mayor,’ being 
scripted by Albert Maltz and George 
Sklar, 











Harry Katz Possible 
Ass’t for John Balaban 


Harry Katz, brother of Sam and 
Publix division director for Illinois 
and Indiana, may step up as an 
assistant to John Balaban in addi- 
tion tc supervising, from the h. o.,, 
operation of his division. J. J. Rue 
bens is in Chicago as division mane 
ager of the Katz group. 

As a result of gradual absorption 
of all theatre operation for Publix, 
Sam Dembrow now concentrating 
almost entirely on film buying- 
booking, Balaban has been forced to 
consider need of an extra assistant, 


RKO TURNBACK 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
RKO is turning back the lease of 
the Tacoma Orpheum, which it took 


over from Pantages, to the house 
owner, H. S. Poe. 

Follows circuit's inability to ne- 
gotiate a pooling deal with Fox- 
West Coast whereby RKO would 








have operation of all houses thete& 

















es 
a’s 
cal 
nd 
ns 
om 


Us 
ell 


J 
af 


he B® fers 


SS C?rmw §@ wip 


rer Se oe Se 











Tuesday, August 30, 1932 VARIETY rl 


——————— —— ——— 


‘If you havent bought ‘Horse Feathers 
ou're as unlucky as a man caught in 
a money shower..wearing boxing gloves! 






































MADISON, CONNECTICUT--BONOFF THEATRE WIRES: 
“HORSE FEATHERS” SENSATIONAL. BROKE EVERY 
RECORD SINCE HOUSE WAS BUILT. 

s 


NEW YORK—RIALTO THEATRE— 
FIRST WEEK OF “HORSE FEATHERS” AS BIG AS 
GROSSES OF FOUR PRECEDING WEEKS COMBINED, 
* 


OKLAHOMA CITY—CRITERION THEATRE, WIRES: BIGGEST 
OPENING IN EIGHTEEN MONTHS... WISH 
WE COULD GET A “HORSE FEATHERS” 
ONCE, A MONTH. 
* 


LOS ANGELES—PARAMOUNT 
THEATRE— FIRST WEEK OF “HORSE 
FEATHERS” DOUBLES BUSINESS OF 
PREVIOUS WEEK AND WAS MORE THAN . 
TRIPLE THE AVERAGE FOR PRECEDING FOUR WEEKS. 


Got A Contract?...The 
Line Forms To The Right! 
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Amusing _ Novel @ ep 





Beautiful acelfelatelali 





Brilliant Powerful va ER | 
A A You can't be in the know about picture 

* Lele l rere] : 

| business unless you know every amazing word 

Delicate Rich : these key critics lavished upon “Life Begins”! 





Courageous 







Ttelutehite i) (ols ittaye : “A film for all the women of all the world. And for every 
man born of woman, too. It’s a startling, tensely dramati¢ 
| Tatistaceliatia’ g Tender : subject, treated with exquisite taste and deep understand: 






ing. It would wring weeps from a stone god—or a living one. 
And with its pathos there’s rare mingling of comic and 
tragic masques, as well. 

; f ‘Life Begins’ fulfills every promise, every hope. Seeing is 
Terr WIC believing. And the world will be convinced. Every scene i$ 
poignant drama that stabs its way to an ever-living memory.” 
— Regina Crewe in N.Y. American 
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Cheering, clamoring crowds block 
Broadway as “ ‘Life Begins’ for a 


bigger and better motion picture 


season. ‘It turns all eyes to the 


Warner Brothers. ‘This taste of 


the new product arouses a thirst 


for more.”’ 














—Regina Crewe in N.Y. American 


With Loretta Young—Eric Linden— 
Aline MacMahon — Preston Foster 
— Glenda Farrell + Directed by 
James Flood + Co-directed by 
Elliot Nugent » A First National 
- and Vitaphone Picture « « « « 


ord 
$s"! 
“An exquisite story boldly, wittily told. You’ll laugh and of a distinguished audience at the premiere; little comment 
al you'll cry over ‘Life Begins.’ Strong drama, powerful pathos, can be added to that. It is a great photoplay.”’ 
ve ye rich humor, everything which goes to make an entertaining - Rose Pelswick in Evening Journal 
ne movie went into this one. In oddity, the picture is terrific. 
and In entertainment, it is right there. ‘Life Begins’ is unusual, “FOUR STARS. Film epic. Genuinely dramatic. Will make 
. fascinating, impressive. Women will love it.’’ you weep and laugh.” — Kate Cameron in Daily News 
6 is — Bland Johaneson in Daily Mirror 
1e iq ‘*‘A true, simple masterpiece of motion picture drama. A ‘Ought to make Hollywood sit up and respect itself.’’ 
ory: story toid beautifully, movingly. Brought tears te the eyes —Thornton Delehanty in Eve. Post 
can 
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Talking Shorts 





‘TEE FOR TWO’ 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
17 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1417-8 

A hodgepodge of singing, dancing, 
comedy and i:ovelty woven around 
a light story. Entirely in Tech- 
nicolor and elaborate on sets, cos- 
tuming, etc., but generally lacks the 
pace to set it aside from routine 
revue-sketch material, 

There is a little too much of 
nearly everything in ‘Tee for Two,’ 
mostly singing and dancing. Short 
would have been more effective if 
trimmed down to about 12 minutes, 
but in view of the polish, flash and 
color it has enough of a touch to 
avoid complaints. 

Franklin Pangborn, Esther How- 
ard, Helen Lynd, Babe Kane and 
Dave Morris are among those in 
the cast. Pangborn does a wife- 
wearied husband to whom the golf 
club is his only refuge. He is in 
and out of the picture, often lost for 
stretches to allow for song, dance 
and other numbers. On the whole 
the story holds together fairly well. 

It’s based on a novel idea, Pang- 
born holding out against permitting 
women into the golf club. When 
accidentally hit with a golf ball, he 
sees in his state of unconsciousness 
a lot of lovely girlies loom up. They 
go into dances, ete., carrying golf 
elubs and tennis racquets. Action 
moves all around, finally into the 
ladies’ locker room and at last to 
the swimming pool. 

Numerous vaude turns have been 
used, including doubles, a juggling 
group and a man who wrestles with 
himself. 

Majority of the song and dance 
numbers are nicely executed. 

Short is one of several made on 
the Coast in color, with Warners 
using up Technicolor in this man- 
ner under that company’s commit- 
ment, Char, 


"ee 





‘THE NICKELETTE’ 
Novelty 
10 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1399 

Amusing but not as well strung 
together as some of its type. Short 
boils down to 10 minutes an idea of 
what a film show ‘was like in the 
palmier days of the silent pictures. 
Where novelty of this kind is pre- 
ferred, a buy. 

Material has been compiled by 
Burt Frank. It includes amusing 
slides reminiscent of another day, a 
couple old shots under the head of 
Pathetic Newsreel, a ballad singer 
working with song slides, and parts 
from a couple ‘super dramas.’ One 
is an oldie in which the late Ru- 
dolph Valentino appeared as a 
gangster. 

There has been considerable of 
this sort of thing in shorts form of 
late, but for many folks they still 
pack a lot of interest. Char. 





LOUISE FAZENDA 
‘UNION WAGES’ 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Cameo, N. Y. 
Universal 

One of the better two-reclers, 
containing several good laughs, an 
idea or two of originality and a 
couple standard names. Miss Fa- 
zenda is aided in the acting line by 
Sidney Toler and Jim Finlayson. 

It’s not an especially new idea 
of the plumber in to fix the lady’s 
bathtub. She has a jealous school- 
mate caller and wants to impress 
her, sc hires the plumber to make 
believe he’s hubby. He puts it on 
thick, and as played by Toler gar- 
ners a whole armful of laughs. 

Miss Fazenda looks better in this 
one than she has in some time. 

Kauf. 


*‘BERLIi! TODAY’ 


Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1357 

One of the E. M. Newman Travel- 
talks taking a tourist’s look-see at 
Berlin. It’s complete as to impor- 
tant highlights of a visit of that 
city, but dwells a little too much on 
police dogs and their training. 
Otherwise interesting and well done, 
particularly as to photography. 

Newman, whose voice has a 
pleasant tonal quality, delivers the 
usual offscreen explanation. <A por- 
tion of the short deals with Berlin 
at night, revealing the city’s bril- 
liant mazda advertising. Char. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Silver Springs’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

Regular newsreels have worked 
the Silver Springs, Fla., from every 
angle time and again. There is a 
a rent slant in this Carpet epi- 
Bocce, 

A couple are allowed to give the 
impression of staying under water 
for tie full 10 minutes of the sub- 

y ject’s running time. The swimmers 
explore the floor of the pool with 
the aid of an under-water camera. 

Waly. 


‘BELIEVE IT OR NOT’ 
With Bob Ripley and 
Leo Donnelly 
Novelty Travelog 
8 Mins. 
Winter Garden, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1363 


tory around Gibraltar over which 
Spain and England were once in 
controversy with neither getting it; 
a newly invented collapsible auto 
in Berlin; a N. Y. haberdasher who 
specializes in clothes for fat people 
only; a butt picker who sells his 
picked-un stogies, and the 1ith ave- 
nue (N. Y.) railroad jockey who 
races up and down warning of an 
approaching train. 

Technically this subject is done 
okay. The photography passes, but 
it sizes only with regular newsreel 
matter. With so much of present- 
day newsreels being mostly maga- 
zine, any theatre utilizing both this 
type of subject besides a newsreel 
has plenty to figure out for cus- 
tomer entertainment possibilities. 

Shots are silent, but the voice of 
Leo Donnelly details the silent 
action offscreen. Donnelly, one of 
the screen’s best raconteurs, does 
superior lecturing as usual. Shan, 





CHARLEY CHASE 
‘First in War’ 


Group of travel clips and not 80 | 
unusual, showing a piece of terri- 


the play, Glenda Farrell, as a hard- 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Life Begins’ (FN). Splendid 
women’s picture promising at 
least solid matinee business. 
Particularly well cast and 
played with names which 
mean more on_ performance 
than they do on a marquee. 

‘Back Street’ |U). Corking 
transition of Fannie Hurst 
novel featuring Irene Dunne 
and John Boles. Swell ro- 
mance, a little tear-jerking, 
and a woman's picture— 
which means a money produc- 
tion. 

“Night Club Lady’ (Col). 
Save for slowness through 4de- 
tail, a murder mystery that 
holds the interest. Adolphe 
. Menjou as master detective 

makes it what it is but no love 
interest at all which may hurt 
where that’s expected to Men- 
jou. 











‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox). 
Pictorially good but stale story 
pulls it down. 

‘Alias Mary Smith.’ A mur- 
der mystery with a faint touch 
of novelty, but not above aver- 
age indie. 

‘Man From New Mexico.’ 
Formula story made more lik- 
able than usual through good 
acting and competent direction. 





Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Orpheum, N. Y. 
Metro 
One of the best Chase has 


turned out, though a bit reminis- 
cent of the Slim Summerville Uni- 
versal shorts. Plenty of good, 
clean laughs, with considerable ac- 
tion make it okay despite the ob- 
vious derivation. 

Chase is cast as the marine in 
some phony South American coun- 
try and fighting with his sergeant 
about a native gal. Bringing in a 
goofy revolutionist who likes to 
sing and joins Chase’s quartette 
rather than his own army makes 
for a surprisingly funny set of com- 
plications. Kauf. 


MAN-EATING SHARKS 
‘Cannibals of the Deep’ ’ 
Mack Sennett Adventure Series 
8 Mins. 
Translux, N. Y. 

Educational 
In his series on fish life titled 
‘Cannibals of the Deep’ Mack Sen- 
nett groups various flashes of land- 
ing man-eating sharks for the pres- 
ent release. Its difference from 
many similar subjects is that it em- 
phasizes the strength of the shark 
even after he has been hauled into 
the boat. Subject has as good a 
continuity as can be expected. 
Series, however, is better for the 
neighborhood type of theatre. 
Waly. 





‘SCREEN SNAPSHOTS’ 


Concerns itself wholly with Hoot 
Gibson’s rodeo at the iatter’s ranch 
in May, with the date plainly show- 
ing from the fence signs. As a 
novelty and detailed screening of 
what goes on in a rodeo together 
with glimpses of a dozen or so film 
celebs in the rodeo audience, this 
‘snapshot’ may make _ interesting 
filler. Photography is oke. Action 
is silent with an offscreen voice lec- 
turing. Voice is okay. 

William Powell, Mary Pickford, 
Tom Mix, Sally Eilers, Mitzi Green, 
Jackie Searle, Ginger Rogers, Lew 
Cody, Bill Hart and Tim McCoy 
are among the celebs glimpsed. 
Shan, 


TED HUSING 

Sportslants 

5 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 

Snappy 5 minutes under the CBS 
announcer’s expert spieling, starting 
off very Ripley with a child wonder 
golfer, Sol Hartman, but soon going 
into the more substantial Sport- 
slants picturizing Miami outboard 
motorboat racing and a cross-coun- 
try steeplechase to a rousing and 
electric finish, catching the third- 
from-behind nag coming to the fore 
in excellent fashion. 

Young Hartman's links wizardry 
is likewise legit, and the fast water 
sporting in Florida waters is a nice 
build-up for the equestrian meals. 

e . 





‘TRANSATLANTIC MYSTERY’ 
Detective Drama 
22 Mins. 
Winter Garden, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1439-1440 

So far as is known this is the 
windup of the Van Dine detective 
series. It’s not a good one and 
hard to recommend for any type of 





customers because it ends con- 
fusedly. A London gem thief is 
murdered by his American pal. 


Latter absconds with the jewels, 
| while a mysterious blonde, believ- 
|ing him to be the dead man, gives 
;chase. Aboard ship the American 
is also killed and the woman's pis- 


(Continued on page 27) 


Will please. 
‘Law of the North’ (Mono- 
gram). Ambitious western 


drama which does not achieve 
its ambition of being different. 
Bill Cody and Andy Shurford. 
Fair program. 

‘The Sign of the Four’ 
(Worldwide). Too bad this is 
lacking on the technical end 
because it is the best knit and 
most promising of the Doyle 
series made on the other side. 

Flames (Monogram). Great 
fire scene, but slovenly worked 
plot responsible for confining 
picture chiefly to the lesser 
boxoffices, 

‘Schoen ist die Manoeverzeit’ 
(World Trade). Another Ger- 
man Military farce. Not 
much b.o. hope except in 
strictly German nabes. 

‘Last Mile’ (World Wide). 
Depressing subject of convicts 
in the death house. Picture 
without feminine interest and 
lacking public interest such as 
helped stage play of two sea- 
sons ago. 











LIFE BEGINS 


First National production and Warner 
Bros, release, Features Leretta Young and 
Eric Linden. Aline MacMahon, Preston 
Foster, Glenda Farrell underlined. Direct- 
ed by James Flood and Elliott Nugent. 
Adapted from Mary M. Axelson’s play of 
same name. Screen play by Earl Baldwin; 
film editor, George Marks; photography, 
James Van Trees; technical direction, Dr. 
Harry Martin, At the Hollywood, N. Y., 
for twice daily pop prices reserved seat run 
starting Aug. 26. Running time, 71 mins. 


Grace Sutton...csccccccccces Loretta Young 
Jed Sutton... ccccccccccccersene Eric Linden 
Miss BOwWEYS...csccsseccess Aline MacMahon 
Florette. .cccccccccccccececes Glenda Farreil 
Psychopathic Patient...... Dorothy Peterson 
Mrs. MacGilvary........+- Vivienne Osborne 
Bank. ..eesees ec eereccccece Frank McHugh 
TONY. cccsececcves ° ..+.- Gilbert Roland 







Doctor Cramm... ..-Hale Hamilton 


Mr. MacGilvary....... eee+-Herbert Mundin 
Mrs. Weest...ccccccccccccsees Clara Blandick 
Mra, BankS...ccccccccscccvevces Gloria Shea 
Mra. Tubby....... ...+-Elizabeth Patterson 


—_—~—-—_ 


A good picture, a woman's picture, 
different, and on the serious side. 
Basis of the theme is child birth 
with the entire locale a hospital 
and the story particularly concerned 
with a cross section of probably any 
maternity ward. 

Its strength is its cast and the 
natural drama which the surround- 
ings imply. Its weakness is the 
problematic reaction of men and 
adolescents. Women, universally, 
will like it and sustain it for box 
office success. 

Picture is an adaptation of a play 
which opened in New York last 
spring and ran just one week de- 
spite that it created a definite de- 
gree of favorable word-of-mouth 
among the women who saw it. It 
reached Broadway after having 
been introduced by a _ collegiate 
group at Columbia University. 

As a film it ignores much of the 
comedy which it held as a play. 
It’s becume a sober screen discourse 
ending with the death of the mother 
at her Own wish to save the child 
and despite the young husband’s 
orders to the contrary. That she is 
a prisoner, about to embark on a 
sentence for murder, also inclines 
the doctors to the girl’s rather than 
the boy’s command. 

Story simple in its delineation of 
the arriving of a first born, doesn’t 
concern itself with the murder phase 
other than to use is as a further 
sympathetic device for the fright- 
ened Loretta Young, the implication 
being that she was justified regard- 
less of the jury. The sidelights are 
the women in the ward from vari- 
ous social levels and the different 
temperaments involved. 
| There is one cast retention from 





boiled night club performer who 
goes the way of all mothers after 
insisting she’ll have nothing to do 
with her twins. She sings ‘Frankie 
and Jonnnie’ to one infant, after it 
arrives, as the closest to a lullaby 
she can get. Miss Farrell's per- 
formance is splendid and the twist 
given the ribald ditty is an effec- 
tive theatric touch no matter how 
obvious. 

Aline MacMahon, as the ever effi- 
cient nurse, Miss Farrell and Eric 
Linden comprise the performing 
highlights. Linden is particularly 
sincere and believeable as the very 
young and distracted father while 
Miss MacMahon is outstanding with 
an impressive performance which 
she expertly shades as called upon. 
In the early running Frank McHugh 
is prominent as one of those ‘we 
never lost a fxther yet’ examples, 
and to him is confined most of the 
gestures at comedy. Miss Young is 
convine:rng throughout in a none too 
easy role, being restricted as to 
action and clothes. That she may 
not seem the type who would kill a 
man is not fatal. Also worth more 
than casual mention is Dorothy 
Peterson as a psychopathic patient 
suffering from the delusion that she 
is going to have a child and who 
is always secking the maternity 
ward, 


Film reveals a fine selection of 
players in all instances and good 
dialog direction. Photographically 
it holds nothing unusual other than 
a monotonous penchant for process- 
ing the next scene to the screen 
from left to right with nary any 
variation, 


It’s a vivid treatise on the qualms 
of parenthood as regards both moth- 
ers and fathers. Humanly and deli- 
cately presented it carries its 
thematic punch which may jolt the 
thoughtless and explain why men 
will be disinclined to give it verbal 
support. But it treats of a vital 
subject for women, they’ll be en- 
thralled and in sympathy with it. 
Young girls, probably seeing the 
picture in groups, are apt to steer 
their maze escorts elsewhere at 
night. Which makes ‘Life Begins’ 
seem a big matinee picture with 
night bustness mostly a matter of 
the married couples, 


That the studio never anticipated 
the home office reaction to the film 
appears evident in the introductory 
scoring, the musical theme being 
that old tin pan alley pop, ‘Pretty 
Baby.’ Tied in with the dignity 
which WB has tried to evolve for 
the picture, and which it deserves, 
that ‘Pretty Baby’ seems all out of 
key. Film looks to be under the 
$200,000 on cost with Warners havy- 
ing paid but $6,000 for the play. 


James Flood and Elliott Nugent 
share co-direction billing, the latter 
being credited for dialog super- 
vision. As it unwinds first honors 
assuredly belong to Nugent for, as 
previously stated, it’s the literal 
translation of the play which has 
been made to count here. 


Pertinent to exhibitors may be the 
report that at the recent Warner 
national trade shows a rating voted 
on by attending theatre men on the 
features screened placed ‘Life Be- 





BACK STREET % 


Universal production and release feature 
ing Irene Dunne and John Boles. From 
Fannie Hurst’s novel of the same name, 
directed by John M. Stahl, adapted by 
Gladys Lehman; camera, Karl Freund. At 
the Mayfair, N. Y., commencing Aug. 26, 
Running time, 86 minutes. 





Ray Schmildt.......ccesceesees Irene Dunne 
Walter Saxel....cccccccccessess John Boles 
Freda Schmidt........«.+ TTT TTT June Clyde 
Kurt Shendler.......++eee-.+- George Mecker 
Mrs. Dol@.cccccccccccccceceseess ZaSu Pitts 
Francine....scccceccceeeceessss ohirley Grey 
Mrs. Saxel..ccccccesccccsersess Doris Lloyd 
Richard, .....+. eeecestece William Bakewell 
i, snes kneb 60oddbabeve 6siee Arletta Duncan 
Mre. Saxel, Sr......-:. Made Turner Gordon 
PEGUOND. occ cvseresccccoaceees Walter Catlett 
Prothero....-ccecees ecccccecss James Donlan 
DED, SOONER 6d0bc0 ceeeecserte Paul Weigel 
Mrs. Schmidt Jane Darwell 
Uncle Felix.....c.ccccsecsees Robert McWade 





A winner. Its a tear-jerker, with- 
out being artificially sentimental, 
impressing in the main as a auman 
document faithfully translated into 
celluloid and sound, which rings 
true from start to finish. 

Just as Fannie Hurst's best seller 
must have fired the imagination of 
readers a couple of years ago, this 
saga of Ray Schmidt who lives in 
a shadowy ‘back street,’ and tech- 
nically meretricious' relationship 
with Walter Saxel, leaps off the 
screen and smacks the auditor above 
the gray matter and under the 
heart. 

Its skillful transition to the screen 
has everything in its favor for box 
office. The sympathy for Ray 
Schmidt is naturally, humanly and 
wallopingly developed, even unto 
Irene Dunne’s superb characteriza- 
tion winning her audience away 
from a slightly unconventional start 
where she is shown hob-nobbing 
gayly, but harmlessly, with the 
traveling salesmen in the Over-the- 
Rhine beer gardens of Cincinnati. 
Her ready acquiescence to every 
demand of her lover (John Boles) 
despite his own imminent marriage, 
‘for family reasons,’ is as natural 
in its artlessness as having a cup of 
coffee, and yet it is packed with 
human interest and sympathetic 
romance, without becoming wishy- 
washy or maudlin. 

At no ume Js It sleazily senti- 
mental. The sentimentality of Ray 
Schmidt and Walter Saxel’s pseudo- 
unconventional association is a nat- 
ural, humanly progressive which is 
built up without ostentation, and is 
all the more gripping by its very 
ease and naturalness. 

Miss Dunne is excellent as Ray 
Schmidt. She is the personification 
of ‘a real woman,’ an excellent 
casting assignment for this sort of 
role. Boles, too, is very effective, 
deftly highlighting the somewhat 
selfish man who makes heavy de- 
mands of his mistress, and yet 
withal genuinely in love with the 
No. 2 woman in his life. 

John M. Stahl in masterly man- 
ner has caught all the niceties of 
the Hurst book which a clever con- 
tinuity by Gladys Lehman has not 
let down in the least. It is appar- 
ent that whole gobs of printer’s ink 
must have been skillfully captured 
and condensed into one expressive 
scene, 
Yet, with all consideration to 
footage and running time, almost 
all the variegated highlights and 
shadows of the book’s detail must 





gns’ fourth in the list. Sid, 


(Continued on page 21) 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘Speak Easily’ (MGM). 


‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par). 
triangle. 


and offset the apathy of Tallulah 
another unhappy heroine. 
warrants feminine attention. 


‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (RKO-Radio). 
children, 


‘Crooner’ (FN). 


of an ether star. 
casting. 

‘The First Year’ (Fox). 
sweetening, box-office influence of 
ring true to feminine audiences. 

‘Two Against the World’ (WB). 


mate love story. 


‘The Night Club Lady’ (Col). 
a hocus-pocus murder mystery that 
and Skeets Gallagher comedy. 


‘The Last Mile’ (World Wide). 
play loses dramatic intensity 
tacked-on happy ending. 





ladies, BT 


-<—~ -~ 


Carefully plotted melodramatic 
Can rely on handsomer-than-ever Gary Cooper and Charles 
Laughton’s new style of creepy, insinuating menace to interest the ladies 


thru 
Though film invokes sympathy for a likable 
cast, it is a slow, nerve-wracking ordeal that will be shunned by the 


Convincing details of backstage pandemonium, 
heightened by the attitoods of Jimmy Durante and Buster Keaton. 
Sympathetic caricatures, built to suspenseful comedy against an inter- 
esting locale, win feminine attention and laughter. i 





love 


Bankhead’s melancholy account of 


Miss Bankhead’s small but smart wardrobe 





Title and cast will lure very few 
lanettes indagrs to enjoy the scattered laughs provoked by the laborious 
comic strip technique of Wheeler and Woolsey. 
wary of its prison locale will approve of the extravaganza for their 


Mothers who are not 





Matinee ladies are too conversant with the styles of 
their radio idols to swoon over the falsely dubbed in crooning that accom- 
panies David Manners tepid, unromantically mocking characterization 
A faintly amusing success-story whose box office 
potentialities are weakened by unconvincing treatment and inadequate 





Crisp American folk lore modified by the 


Janet Gaynor and Charles Farrell 


upon Frank Craven's stage play. The tender, big-little tragedies of early 
marriage, trimmed with heart-warming homey talk and situations that 





Routine murder-trial drama, weakened 
by unsubstantial conflict, disappoints its title’s promise of a tender, inti- 
But Connie Bennett's personality—plus instructions 
on what to do, wear and say, when ensnaring a beau or winning over 
judge and jury—save the film from box office mediocrity. 





Well dressed Adolphe Menjou, solving 


has moments of well built suspense 


Ignores fanettes by failing to establish 
sympathy for its victims or suspects. 





The tragic futility of John Wexley’s 


unconvincing preparations for a 


+ ee 























Ka 


Tuesday, August 30, 1932 VARIETY 15 











A NEW RECORD 


BIRD OF PARA 
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Yes, even the “Bring ’Em Back Alive” 
records...the year’s high spot for every 
house...give way to “The Bird’s” tri- 
umphal sweep across America! Eight- 
een new week end openings give, 
such remarkable figures as these: 


Cleveland's first two days exceeds “Bring 
‘Em Back Alive” by $2512 . . . Toledo 
doubles its two opening days on Buck... 
Columbus exceeds all opening figures by 7 ee -4 . : Se 
$1357... New Orleans climbs onthe band | : j “3 me 
wagon with $2440 excess in three days...’ 
Kansas City tops all records by 33%... 
Akron’s first two days rang up a thousand 
more...Providence $1467...Rochester 
$1943 with Des Moines, Detroit, Hou- 
ston, San Antonio, Seattle, San Fran- 
cisco, Cincinnati, Milwaukee, Grand 
Rapids and Birmingham equalling and 
exceeding the records in every house! : es 
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Re 


KING VIDOR’S 


Glamorous Production from Richard 
Walton Tully's World Sweeping Play 











with - 
DOLORES DEL RIO RKO-RADIO IS MAKING PICTURES 
JOEL MSCREA THAT ARE MAKING MONEY! ... 


John Halliday, Creighton Chaney,” . 
Richard “Skeets” Gallagher, Bert, «Bring 'Em Back Alive,“ “What Price Hollywood (RKO- 
Roach and a vast supporting cast Pathe) “The Ageof Consent,’ “Bird of Paradise,’ “Hold'Em 
Jail“and coming soon Richard Dixin “Hell’s Highway,’ “13 
RKO-RADIO PICTURE ae Pons Most em Game,” John wx ety 
‘ in ““A Bill of Divorcement,” Constance Bennett in “Rocka- 
vias 4 bo u ". ve ; . ‘ed A 7” bye, ‘sx The Phantom of Crestwood’’“—ALL MONEY PICTURES! 
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Talking Shorts 








‘TEE FOR TWO’ 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
17 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1417-8 

A hodgepodge of singing, dancing, 
comedy and i:ovelty woven around 
a light story. Entirely in Tech- 
nicolor and elaborate on sets, cos- 
tuming, etc., but generally lacks the 
pace to set it aside from routine 
revue-sketch material. 

There is a little too much of 
nearly everything in ‘Tee for Two,’ 
mostly singing and dancing. Short 
would have been more effective if 
trimmed down to about 12 minutes, 
but in view of the polish, flash and 
color it has enough of a touch to 
avoid complaints. 

Franklin Pangborn, Esther How- 
ard, Helen Lynd, Babe Kane and 
Dave Morris are among those in 
the cast. Pangborn does a wife- 
wearied husband to whom the golf 
club is his only refuge. He is in 
and out of the picture, often lost for 
stretches to allow for song, dance 
and other numbers, On the whole 
the story holds together fairly well. 

It’s based on a novel idea, Pang- 
born holding out against permitting 
women into the golf club. When 
accidentally hit with a golf ball, he 
sees in his state of unconsciousness 
a lot of lovely girlies loom up. They 
go into dances, etc., carrying golf 
elubs and tennis racquets. Action 
moves all around, finally into the 
ladies’ locker room and at last to 
the swimming pool. 

Numerous vaude turns have been 
used, including doubles, a juggling 
group and a man who wrestles with 
himself. 

Majority of the song and dance 
numbers are nicely executed. 

Shert is one of several made on 
the Coast in color, with Warners 
using up Technicolor in this man- 
ner under that company’s commit- 
ment, Char, 


2 





‘THE NICKELETTE’ 
Novelty 
10 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1399 

Amusing but not as well strung 
together as some of its type. Short 
boils down to 10 minutes an idea of 
what a film show ‘was like in the 
palmier days of the silent pictures. 
Where novelty of this kind is pre- 
ferred, a buy. 

Material has been compiled by 
Burt Frank. It includes amusing 
slides reminiscent of another day, a 
couple old shots under the head of 
Pathetic Newsreel, a ballad singer 
working with song slides, and parts 
from a couple ‘super dramas.’ One 
is an oldie in which the late Ru- 
dolph Valentino appeared as a 
gangster, 

There has been considerable of 
this sort of thing in shorts form of 
late, but for many folks they still 
pack a lot of interest. Char, 





LOUISE FAZENDA 
‘UNION WAGES’ 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Cameo, N. Y. 
Universal 

One of the better two-reelers, 
containing several good laughs, an 
idea or two of originality and a 
couple standard names. Miss Fa- 
zenda is aided in the acting line by 
Sidney Toler and Jim Finlayson. 

It’s not an especially new idea 
of the plumber in to fix the lady’s 
bathtub. She has a jealous school- 
mate caller and wants to impress 
her, sc hires the plumber to make 
believe he’s hubby. He puts it on 
thick, and as played by Toler gar- 
ners a whole armful of laughs. 

Miss Fazenda looks better in this 
one than she has in some time. 

Kauf. 


*‘BERLIi! TODAY’ 


Vitaphone No. 1357 

One of the E. M. Newman Travel- 
talks taking a tourist’s look-see at 
Berlin. It’s complete as to impor- 
tant highlights of a visit of that 
city, but dwells a little too much on 
police dogs and their training. 
Otherwise interesting and well done, 
particularly as to photography. 

Newman, whose voice has a 
pleasant tonal quality, delivers the 
usual offscreen explanation. A por- 
tion of the short deals with Berlin 
at night, revealing the city’s bril- 
liant mazda advertising. Char, 





MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Silver Springs’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

Regular newsreels have worked 
the Silver Springs, Fla., from every 
angle time and again. There is a 
different slant in this Carpet epi- 
Bode. 

A couple are allowed to give the 
impression of staying under water 
for te full 10 minutes of the sub- 

y ject’s running time. The swimmers 
explore the floor of the pool with 
the aid of an under-water camera. 

Waly. 


‘BELIEVE IT OR NOT’ 
With Bob Ripley and 
Leo Donnelly 
Novelty Travelog 
8 Mins. 
Winter Garden, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1363 
Group of travel clips and not so 


tory around Gibraltar over which 
Spain and England were once in 
controversy with neither getting it; 
a newly invented collapsible auto 
in Berlin; a N. Y. haberdasher who 
specializes in clothes for fat people 
only; a butt picker who sells his 
picked-un stogies, and the llth ave- 
nue (N. Y.) railroad jockey who 
races up and down warning of an 
approaching train. 

Technically this subject is done 
okay. The photography passes, but 
it sizes only with regular newsreel 
matter, With so much of present- 
day newsreels being mostly maga- 
zine, any theatre utilizing both this 
type of subject besides a newsreel 
has plenty to figure out for cus- 
tomer entertainment possibilities. 

Shots are silent, but the voice of 
Leo Donnelly details the _ silent 
action offscreen. Donnelly, one of 
the -screen’s best raconteurs, does 
superior lecturing as usual. Shan. 





CHARLEY CHASE 
‘First in War’ 


Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Orpheum, N. Y. 
Metro 
One of the best Chase has 


turned out, though a bit reminis- 
cent of the Slim Summerville Uni- 
versal shorts. Plenty of good, 
clean laughs, with considerable ac- 
tion make it okay despite the ob- 
vious derivation. 

Chase is cast as the marine in 
some phony South American coun- 
try and fighting with his sergeant 
about a native gal. Bringing in a 
goofy revolutionist who likes to 
sing and joins Chase’s quartette 
rather than his own army makes 
for a surprisingly funny set of com- 
plications. Kauf. 





MAN-EATING SHARKS 
‘Cannibals of the Deep’ - 
Mack Sennett Adventure Series 
8 Mins. ; 
Transiux, N. Y. 

Educational 
In his series on fish life titled 
‘Cannibals of the Deep’ Mack Sen- 
nett groups various flashes of land- 
ing man-eating sharks for the pres- 
ent release. Its difference from 
many similar subjects is that it em- 
phasizes the strength of the shark 
even after he has been hauled into 





the boat. Subject has as good a 

continuity as can be _ expected. 

Series, however, is better for the 

neighborhood type of theatre. 
Waly. 

‘SCREEN SNAPSHOTS’ 

8 Mins. 

New York, New York 


Concerns itself wholly with Hoot 
Gibson’s rodeo at the latter’s ranch 
in May, with the date plainly show- 
ing from the fence signs. As a 
novelty and detailed screening of 
what goes on in a rodeo together 
with glimpses of a dozen or so film 
celebs in the rodeo audience, this 
‘snapshot’ may make _ interesting 
filler. Photography is oke. Action 
is silent with an offscreen voice lec- 
turing. Voice is okay. 

William Powell, Mary Pickford, 
Tom Mix, Sally Hilers, Mitzi Green, 
Jackie Searle, Ginger Rogers, Lew 
Cody, Bill Hart and Tim McCoy 
are among the celebs glimpsed. 

Shan. 


TED HUSING 
Sportslants 

5 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 

Snappy 5 minutes under the CBS 
announcer’s expert spieling, starting 
off very Ripley with a child wonder 
golfer, Sol Hartman, but soon going 
into the more substantial Sport- 
slants picturizing Miami outboard 
motorboat racing and a cross-coun- 
try steeplechase to a rousing and 
electric finish, catching the third- 
from-behind nag coming to the fore 
in excellent fashion. 

Younes Hartman's links wizardry 
is likewise legit, and the fast water 
sporting in Florida waters is a nice 
build-up for the equestrian Sone. 

el. 





‘TRANSATLANTIC MYSTERY’ 
Detective Drama 
22 Mins. 
Winter Garden, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1439-1440 
So far as is known this is the 
windup of the Van Dine detective 
series. It’s not a good one and 
hard to recommend for any type of 
customers because it ends con- 
fusedly. A London gem thief is 
murdered by his American pal. 
Latter absconds with the jewels, 
| while a mysterious blonde, believ- 
jing him to be the dead man, gives 
|chase. Aboard ship the American 
is also killed and the woman’s pis- 
(Continued on page 27) 





unusual, showing a piece of terri- | 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Life Begins’ (FN). Splendid 
women’s picture promising at 








least solid matinee business. 
Particularly well cast and 
played with names’ which 


mean more on_ performance 
than they do on a marquee. 

‘Back Street’ |U). Corking 
transition of Fannie Hurst 
novel featuring Irene Dunne 
and John Boles. Swell ro- 
mance, a little tear-jerking, 
and a woman’s_ picture— 
which means a money produc- 
tion. 

“Night Club Lady’ (Col). 
Save for slowness through de- 
tail, a murder mystery that 
holds the interest. Adolphe 
Menjou as master detective 
makes it what it is but no love 
interest at all which may hurt 
where that’s expected to Men- 
jou. 











‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox). 
Pictorially good but stale story 
pulls it down. 

‘Alias Mary Smith.’ A mur- 
der mystery with a faint touch 
of novelty, but not above aver- 
age indie. 

‘Man From New Mexico.’ 
Formula story made more lik- 
able than usual through good 
acting and competent direction. 


Will please. 
‘Law of the North’ (Mono- 
gram). Ambitious western 


drama which does not achieve 
its ambition of being different. 
Bill Cody and Andy Shurford. 
Fair program, 

‘The Sign of the Four’ 
(Worldwide). ‘Too bad this is 
lacking on the technical end 
because it is the best knit and 
most promising of the Doyle 
series made on the other side. 

Flames (Monogram). Great 
fire scene, but slovenly worked 
plot responsible for confining 
picture chiefly to the lesser 
boxoffices. 

‘Schoen ist die Manoeverzeit’ 
(World Trade). Another Ger- 
man Military farce. Not 
much b.o. hope except in 
strictly German nabes. 

‘Last Mile’ (World Wide). 
Depressing subject of convicts 
in the death house. Picture 
without feminine interest and 
lacking public interest such as 
helped stage play of two sea- 
sons ago. 











LIFE BEGINS 


National production and Warner 
Bros. release. Features Leretta Young and 
Eric Linden. Aline MacMahon, Preston 
Foster, Glenda Farrell underlined. Direct- 
ed by James Flood and Elliott Nugent. 
Adapted from Mary M. Axelson’s play of 
same name. Screen play by Earl Baldwin; 
film editor, George Marks; photography, 
James Van Trees; technical direction, Dr. 
Harry Martin. At the Hollywood, N. Y., 
for twice daily pop prices reserved seat run 
starting Aug. 26. Running time, 71 mins. 


First 


Grace Sutton...ccccccccecces Loretta Young 
JOA Sutton. .cccccccccccccrsece Eric Linden 
Miss BOWES. .cccccccccoes Aline MacMahon 
PIOrette,. .cccccccccccccesesss Glenda Farrell 
Psychopathic Patient...... Dorothy Peterson 
Mrs. MacGilvary........++ Vivienne Osborne 
BankS..ccocecs eeecre ecccese Frank McHugh 
TONY. ccccccccces wceccceccocd Gilbert Roland 


«++-Hale Hamilton 
«.--Herbert Mundin 






Doctor Cramm.... 
Mr. MacGilvary... 


Mrs. West.....e0. eceese Clara Bilandick 
Mrs. BankS...ccccccccecscecvess Gloria Shea 
Mra. Tubby...ccccecees Elizabeth Patterson 





A good picture, a woman’s picture, 
different, and on the serious side. 
Basis of the theme is child birth 
with the entire locale a hospital 
and the story particularly concerned 
with a cross section of probably any 
maternity ward. 

Its strength is its cast and the 
natural drama which the surround- 
ings imply. Its weakness is the 
problematic reaction of men and 
adolescents. Women, universally, 
will like it and sustain it for box 
office success. 

Picture is an adaptation of a play 
which opened in New York last 
spring and ran just one week de- 
spite that it created a definite de- 
gree of favorable word-of-mouth 
among the women who saw it. It 
reached Broadway after having 
been introduced by a _ collegiate 
group at Columbia University. 

As a film it ignores much of the 
comedy which it held as a play. 
It’s become a sober screen discourse 
ending with the death of the mother 
at her own wish to save the child 
and despite the young husband’s 
orders to the contrary. That she is 
a prisoner, about to embark on a 
sentence for murder, also inclines 
the doctors to the girl’s rather than 
the boy’s command. 

Story simple in its delineation of 
the arriving of a first born, doesn’t 
concern itself with the murder phase 
other than to use is as a further 
sympathetic device for the fright- 
ened Loretta Young, the implication 
being that she was justified regard- 
less of the jury. The sidelights are 
the women in the ward from vari- 
ous’ social levels and the different 
temperaments involved. 
| There is one cast retention from 





the play, Glenda Farrell, as a hard- 
boiled night club performer who 
goes the way of all mothers after 
insisting she'll have nothing to do 
with her twins. She sings ‘Frankie 
and Jonnnie’ to one infant, after it 
arrives, as the closest to a lullaby 
she can get. Miss Farrell’s per- 
formance is splendid and the twist 
given the ribald ditty is an effec- 
tive theatric touch no matter how 
obvious. 

Aline MacMahon, as the ever effi- 
cient nurse, Miss Farrell and Eric 
Linden comprise the performing 
highlights. Linden is particularly 
sincere and believeable as the very 
young and distracted father while 
Miss MacMahon is outstanding with 
an impressive performance which 
she expertly shades as called upon. 
In the early running Frank McHugh 
is prominent as one of those ‘we 
never lost a father yet’ examples, 
and to him is confined most of the 
gestures at comedy. Miss Young is 
convincer:ng throughout in a none too 
easy role, being restricted as to 
action and clothes. That she may 
not seem the type who would kill a 
man is not fatal. Also worth more 
than casual mention is Dorothy 
Peterson as a psychopathic patient 
suffering from the delusion that she 
is going to have a child and who 
is always seeking the maternity 
ward. 


Film reveals a fine selection of 
players in all instances and good 
dialog direction. Photographically 
it holds nothing unusual other than 
monotonous penchant for process- 
ing the next scene to the screen 
from left to right with nary any 
variation. 


It’s a vivid treatise on the qualms 
of parenthood as regards both moth- 
ers and fathers. Humanly and deli- 
cately presented it carries its 
thematic punch which may :_'t the 
thoughtless and explain why men 
will be disinclined to give it verbal 
support. But it treats of a vital 
subject for women, they’ll be en- 
thralled and in sympathy with it. 
Young girls, probably seeing the 
picture in groups, are apt to steer 
their mate escorts elsewhere at 
night. Which makes ‘Life Begins’ 
seem a big matinee picture with 
night bustness mostly a matter of 
the married couples. 
That the studio never anticipated 
the home office reaction to the film 
appears evident in the introductory 
scoring, the musical theme being 
that old tin pan alley pop, ‘Pretty 
Baby.’ Tied in with the dignity 
which WB has tried to evolve for 
the picture, and which it deserves, 
that ‘Pretty Baby’ seems all out of 
key. Film looks to be under the 
$200,000 on cost with Warners hav- 
ing paid but $6,000 for the play. 
James Flood and Elliott Nugent 
share co-direction billing, the latter 
being credited for dialog super- 
vision. As it unwinds first honors 


"|assuredly belong to Nugent for, as 


previously stated, it’s the literal 
translation of the play which has 
been made to count here. 


Pertinent to exhibitors may be the 
report that at the recent Warner 
national trade shows a rating voted 
on by attending theatre men on the 
features screened Placed ‘Life Be- 
gns’ fourth in the list. Sid, 


BACK STREET % 


Universal production and release feature 
ing Irene Dunne and John Boles. From 
Fannie Hurst’e novel of the same name, 
directed by John M. Stahl, adapted by 
Gladys Lehman; camera, Karl Freund. At 





the Mayfair, N. Y., commencing Aug. 26, 
Running time, 86 minutes, 

Ray Schmidt.......cessseseees Irene Dunne 
Walter Saxel....ccccccccceesesed John Boles 
Freda Schmidt....cesceececersss June Clyde 
Kurt Shendler.......- ---George Mecker 
Mra. Dol@...cccsccseccccscsscsess ZaSu Pitts 
Francine... .cccosesssstessscess Shirley Grey 
Mrs. Saxel.....++. YTITITiTT tr Doris Lloyd 
Richard ....cssccesseetess William Bakewell 
Di, -nacetebs 006 cbbhaees 604 Arietta Duncan 
Mre. Saxel, Sr......+- Made Turner Gordon 
Bakeless. ..ccecccccccecceces Walter Catlett 
Prothero, ...-cccceccacscccccce James Donlan 
Mr. Schmidt........ eocccecees Paul Weigel 
Mrs. Schmidt....cccccsscccsees Jane Darwell 
Uncle Felix......scceessess Robert McWade 





A winner. It's a tear-jerker, with- 
out being artificially sentimental, 


document faithfully translated into 
celluloid and sound, which rings 
true from start to finish. 

Just as Fannie Hurst's best seller 
must have fired the imagination of 
readers a couple of years ago, this 
saga of Ray Schmidt who lives in 
a shadowy ‘back street,’ and tech- 
nically meretricious’§ relationship 
with Walter Saxel, leaps off the 
screen and smacks the auditor above 
the gray matter and under the 
heart. 

Its skillful transition to the screen 
has everything in its favor for box 
office. The sympathy for Ray 
Schmidt is naturally, humanly and 
wallopingly developed, even unto 
Irene Dunne’s superb characteriza- 
tion winning her audience away 
from a slightly unconventional start 
where she is shown hob-nobbing 
gayly, but harmlessly, with the 
traveling salesmen in the Over-the- 
Rhine beer gardens of Cincinnati. 

Her ready acquiescence to every 
demand of her lover (John Boles) 
despite his own imminent marriage, 
‘for family reasons,’ is as natural 
in its artlessness as having a cup of 
coffee, and yet it is packed with 
human interest and sympathetic 
romance, without becoming wishy- 
washy or maudlin. 

At no ume is It sleazily senti- 
mental. The sentimentality of Ray 
Schmidt and Walter Saxel’s pseudo- 
unconventional association is a nat- 
ural, humanly progressive which is 
built up without ostentation, and is 
all the more gripping by its very 
ease and naturalness. 

Miss Dunne is excellent as Ray 
Schmidt. She is the personification 
of ‘a real woman,’ an excellent 
casting assignment for this sort of 
role. Boles, too, is very effective, 
deftly highlighting the somewhat 
selfish man who makes heavy de- 
mands of his mistress, and yet 
withal genuinely in love with the 
No. 2 woman in his life. 

John M. Stahl in masterly man- 
ner has caught all the niceties of 
the Hurst book which a clever con- 
tinuity by Gladys Lehman has not 
let down in the least. It is appar- 
ent that whole gobs of printer’s ink 
must have been skillfully cantured 
and condensed into one expressive 
scene. 

Yet, with all consideration to 
footage and running time, almost 
all the variegated highlights and 
shadows of the book's detail must 
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The Woman’s Angle 








‘Speak Easily’ (MGM). 


‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par). 
triangle, 


and offset the apathy of Tallulah 
another unhappy heroine. 
warrants feminine attention. 


‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (RKO-Radio). 
children, 


*Crooner’ (FN). 


ot an ether star. 
casting. 

‘The First Year’ (Fox). 
sweetening, box-office influence of 
upon Frank Craven's stage play. 
ring true to feminine audiences. 

‘Two Against the World’ (WB). 
mate love story. 
judge and jury—save the film from 

‘The Night Club Lady’ (Col). 
and Skeets Gallagher comedy. 

‘The Last Mile’ (World Wide). 
play loses dramatic intensity 
tacked-on happy ending. Though 


| cast, it is a slow, nerve-wracking 


| ladies, 
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Carefully plotted melodramatic 
Can rely on handsomer-than-ever Gary Cooper and Charles 
Laughton’s new style of creepy, insinuating menace to interest the ladies 


fanettes indagrs to enjoy the scatter 
comic strip technique of Wheeler and Woolsey. 
wary of its prison locale will approve of the extravaganza for their 


thru 


, Convincing details of backstage pandemonium, 
heightened by the attitoods of Jimmy Durante and Buster Keaton. 
Sympathetic caricatures, built to suspenseful comedy against an inter- 
esting locale, win feminine attention and laughter. 





love 


Bankhead’s melancholy account of 


Miss Bankhead’s small but smart wardrobe 





Title and cast will lure very few 
ed laughs provoked by the laborious 
Mothers who are not 





Matinee ladies are too conversant with the styles of 
their radio idols to swoon over the falsely dubbed in crooning that accom- 
panies David Manners tepid, unromantically mocking characterization 
A faintly amusing success-story whose box office 
potentialities are weakened by unconvincing treatment and inadequate 





Crisp American folk lore modified by the 


Janet Gaynor and Charles Farrell 


: The tender, big-little tragedies of early 
marriage, trimmed with heart-warming homey talk and situations that 





Routine murder-trial drama, weakened 
by unsubstantial conflict, disappoints its title’s promise of a tender, inti- 
But Connie Bennett's personality—plus instructions 
on what to do, wear and say, when ensnaring a beau or winning over 


box office mediocrity. 





Well dressed Adolphe Menjou, solving 
a hocus-pocus murder mystery that has moments of well built suspense 
Ignores fanettes by failing to establish 
sympathy for its victims or suspects, 





The tragic futility of John Wexley’s 


unconvincing preparations for a 
film invokes sympathy for a likable 
ordeal that will be shunned by the 


+ ++ - 


impressing in the main as a auman - 
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Yes, even the “Bring ’Em Back Alive” 
records...the year’s high spot for every 
house...give way to “The Bird’s” tri- 

umphal sweep across America! Eight- 
een new week end openings give 
such remarkable figures as these: 


Cleveland's first two days exceeds “Bring 
‘Em Back Alive” by $2512 . . . Toledo 
doubles its two opening days on Buck... 
Columbus exceeds all opening figures by 
$1357... New Orleans climbs onthe band 

| wagon with $2440 excess in three days...’ 
7 Kansas City tops all records by 33%... 
Akron’s first two days rang up a thousand 
more...Providence $1467...Rochester 
$1943 with Des Moines, Detroit, Hou- . 
ston, San Antonio, Seattle, San Fran- 
cisco, Cincinnati, Milwaukee, Grand 
Rapids and Birmingham equalling and 
exceeding the records in every house! 





KING VIDOR’S 


Glamorous Production from Richard 
Walton Tully's World Sweeping Play 


BIRD 


with 
DOLORES DEL RIO 
JOEL MSCREA 


John Halliday, Creighton Chaney," 
Richard “Skeets” Gallagher, Bert, 
Roach and a vast supporting cast 


RKO-RADIO, PICTURE 


- DAVID O. SELZNICK 


Executive Producer? 








A NEW RECORD 
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RKO-RADIO IS MAKING PICTURES 
THAT ARE MAKING MONEY! . . 


“Bring ‘Em Back Alive,” “What Price Hollywood (RKO- 
Pathe) “The Ageof Consent,’ “Bird of Paradise,’ “Hold'Em 
Jail“and coming soon Richard Dixin “Hell's Highway,’ “13 
Merge f “The Most Dangerous Game,” John Barrymore 

““A Bill of Divorcement,” Constance Bennett in “Rocka- 
bye, ‘x The Phantom of Crestwood’’—ALL MONEY PICTURES! 
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7 ya THREE ROUSING WAR WHOOPS, MEN! 


Od You’re Back in the MOTION 
Picture Business with 12 
Roaring Episodes of the 
Grandest American Outdoor 
Show that Ever Drove Fifty 
Million Kids Wild 
with Joy! 










COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER’S 


RED-BLOODED DRAMA fe 
OF FIGHTING MEN : 


AND FIGHTING ack... 
with i me Seok on Be 


_CREIGHTON CHANEY, 
DOROTHY GULLIVER, FRANCIS 
X. BUSHMAN, Jr., JUDITH BARRIE, 
JOE BONOMO, WILLIAM DES- 
MOND, YAKIMA CANUTT, PETE 
MORRISON - Supervised by 

Fred McConnell - Directed by 

Spencer Bennet. 













~ i. me ca ae ee : _—. | : | Released Sept. 2 when Young 

| ve a. ae ‘a America is taking its last fling 
» at vacation...just before they 
) 3 : s jae sink their noses in the his- 
i f - . : | |e tory books. 


Men of daring cleave the savage 

West in the most dramatic of all the 

Indian campaigns, culminating in 

| Custer’s Last Stand. Thousands of 

1 .  s : F Indians, herds of buffalo, wagon 

os fC at trains weaving their snake-like trail 

SG Ff toward the Golden Gate. Historic 
Produced 


VAN BEUREN CORPORATION characters re-live the blazing 
" pioneer days. 
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Australia 


By Eric Gore 








Sydney, Aug. 1. 


Rumors that Western Electric in- 
tends to vacate the Australian field 


are denied here by W. E. It is ex- 
plained that W. E. has a 101-year 
contract with every exhibitor 


equipped with its wire, 





British Pictures 


Within the past few weeks Brit- 
ish pictures have made large in- 
roads into all theatres, and playing 
ace houses of the big chains to fair- 
ly good grosses. It’s winter here 
now. 

Hoyt’s Theatres, Ltd., announces 
it will bring British productions into 
each of its long-run houses in key 
cities. Arangements recently con- 
summated with BIP. Greater Union 
Theatres has screened British film 
for some time, and Fullers also en- 
tered the field by playing them in 
most all its theatres. 

Marked improvement by the Eng- 
lish producers in their later pic- 
tures was assured an Australian 
market for them. 





Showing Banned Play 

First produced in New York in '28 
and banned, “Maya” will be pro- 
duced here this week by Scott Alex- 
ander and his band of semi-pros. 

Police also prohibited the piece 
here, but Alexander will do the pro- 
duction in his Little theatre, really 
a small church situated in the com- 
mercial section. 

No charge for admission, and 
entree can only be had via invi- 
tation. All those who attend are 
e:.pected to subscribe about $1 to 
the Sydney Repertory Society. 


Sydney Big Okay 

Some nice business being turned 
in by current attractions playing the 
key cities. In Sydney ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
is a decided smash for W. T., and 
Ernest Rolls is finishing up a five 
weeks’ season with the ‘Big Show.’ 

‘Happy and Glorious’ did a quick 
flop, but ‘Man Who Played God’ 
(film) clicked for five weeks for 
Hoyts and ‘Old Vienna’ (‘Congress 
Dances’) will replace. ‘Letty Lyn- 
ton’ looks a winner and ‘Blue Dan- 
ube’ has four weeks chalked up and 
still going strong. 

‘Symphony of Six Millions’ (film) 
was mov5d to another house, but 
failed to pull. Great business for 


(Continued on pag 46) 


M-G RELEASING BIP’S 
‘SHAW FILM IN ENGLAND 


London, Aug. 29. 

Metro has taken over the British 
release of the British International 
feature, ‘Arms and the Man,’ made 
from the G. B. Shaw play of that 
name, 

Transaction constitutes a prece- 
dent as the first BIP subject to go 
into British release under the au- 
spices of an American organization. 
It is understood Metro has a finan- 
cial interest in the production, BIP 
makes Metro's quota pictures, 


‘Hotel’ London Spot 
Shifts, Palace Maybe 


London, Aug. 29. 

Arrangements for the twice daily 
run of ‘Grand Hotel’ at the Hippo- 
drome feli through at the last 
minute. 

It is understood now that nego- 
tiations are pending for spotting the 
feature at the Palace starting 
around Sept. 20, following the clos- 
ing at that house of ‘The Cat and 
the Fiddle,’ Sept. 17. 


| UA. SELLS NEAR EAST 


United Artists has completed a 
new deal with Ophir Films for 
Egypt and vicinity. Ophir will dis- 
tribute a minimum of seven U. A. 
films in that territory during the 
next year. 

Ophir has handled U. A. product 
in Egypt on several occasions in 
the past. 




















Brussels News Cinemas 
Brussels, Aug. 20. 
Brussels will shortly have its 
first new-reels-only cinema. 
The former Splendid cinema, near 


the North station, which has had 
an up-and-down existence, is being 
remodeled. 


Maj. Herron’s Round Trip 

Major Frank Herron, head of the 
foreign department in the Hays or- 
ganization, returned yesterday (29) 
to the New York office after a 
month's stay in Hollywood. 

Herron made the round 
air. 





by 


trip 


MENJOU’S FOREIGN FILMS 


One In French For U‘fa—Maybe 
Another For Gaumont 








Adolphe Menjou will make a pic- 
ture in French while abroad for 
Ufa and will possibly do one in 
England for Gaumont. He sailed 
Tuesday night (23) and plans being 
away about three months. 

On return to the States Menjou 
will do additional stories in the 
Thatcher Colt detective series for 
Columbia of which ‘Night Club 
Lady,’ current at Paramount, New 
York, is the first. 

Menjou has been free-lancing for 
the past year. 


G-B MEN DRAW 
NEAR DEAL 
WITH U 


Maurice Ostrer and William Gell, 
directors of Gaumont-British, ar- 
rived in New York, Sunday (28). 
One of their first moves yesterday 
(29) morning was to get in touch 
with Universal as regards a prod- 
uct deal. 

Gell and Ostrer have been au- 
thorized in London to bid for the 
British distribution of Universal 
product. This would guarantee Uni- 
versal release through = Britain’s 
biggest circuit, save U overhead in 
Britain and probably increase its 








Smith Sails for Film 
Survey of Australia 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Cresson Smith, a division sales- 
manager for Radio, sailed from San 


| Pedro Wednesday (24) on the Mari- 


posa, for Australia. 

He will spend several months in 
the Antipodes and the Orient, on a 
survey of exchanges and theatres 
for Ned Depinet, general salesman- 
ager. He made a similar trip for 
United Artists seven years ago, 


Brit. Producers May 
Seek to Cut Can’s 
Costly. Censorship 


Toronto, Aug. 29. 

British film producers will prob- 
ably seek a revision of Canadian 
censorship costs which they deem 
to be too high, according to Col. 
John A. Cooper, president of the 
Motion Picture Distributors’ Asso- 
ciation of Canada. 

Although representatives of the 
British film industry did not seek 
a quota, it is understood that they 
did recommend closer co-operation 
between Empire film preducers and 
the censorship boards of the vari- 
ous dominions with a view to miti- 
gating cuts in British pictures. 

Colonel Cooper points out that in 
no British country, save Canada, is 
there more than one board of cen- 
sors. In Canada there are eight, 
one for each province. He added 
that one provincial board had con- 
demned 11% of British pictures 
submitted to it last year. 

‘In Ontario, the fee for censoring 
a British picture is $21,’ he said. 
‘The calculated cost of censoring a 
seven-reel British picture for exhi- 
bition throughout Canada would 
amount to $153, compared to $25- 
$35 in any other British country. I 
think the picture producers feel that 











British turnover. 

Gaumont-Britisn controls three 
distribution houses and is notori- 
ously short on product. Even should 
its deal with Fox straighten out for 
100% Fox service in Britain, the 
company figures to be in better 
shape by addition of Universal's 
films. This is especially true in the 
light of the new deal made by 
United Artists with British & Do- 
minion for U. A. distribution of the 
latter company’s films. FE. & D. pic- 
tures were previously handled by 
G-B. 

Understanding in trade circles is 
that Carl Laemmle is definitely in- 
terested in the deal and it’s merely 
a matter of coming to ter:as, 


Par Dubbing Spanish 
Films in Joinville 


Paramount is going back to Span- 
ish dubbing again, the work to be 
done in Joinville. Scheduled for 
immediate treatment this way are 
‘Shanghai Express,’ ‘The Man I 
Killed,’ ‘World and the Flesh,’ and 
‘This Is the Night.’ 

Paramount’s idea is that dubb’..g 
has improved technically to the ex- 
tent where Spaniards may now ac- 
cept it, although they have been 
vigorously opposed to it in the past. 
In Spain it’s a matter of customer 
objection. Par thinks this can be 
straightened out under new condi- 
tions, 

For the rest of the Spanish- 
speaking market, outside of Spain, 
the same picture will be released 
with ordinary super-imposed titles 
as in the past. 











Two Spanish Musicals 
With Rosita Moreno 


Hollywood, Aug, 29, 
Fox has given Rosita Moreno 2 
contract for six Spanish pictures. 
She will be first with Jose Mo- 
jica in ‘Dick Turpin,’ and next op- 
posite Raul Roulien. Both are mu- 
sicals., 
New agreement starts 


SITE FOR MEX. STUDIO 


Sept. L 





there should be some negotiations 
with the provinces.’ 


NATIVE-MADES SUBSIDY 
TALKED OF IN MEXICO 


Mexico City, Aug. 26. 

Screen nationalistic move, which 
has resulted in boosting to all 
but prohibitive proportions import 
levies on all non-Spanish films and 
discs and establishment here of a 
native production company, is now 
being supported by organized com- 
merce throughout the country. 

Confederation of Mexican Cham- 
bers of Commerce has drafted a 
resolution that will be acted upon at 
its national convention here Sept. 
10 to 14, urging Federal government 
to continue its nationalistic policy 
and bar out pictures in foreign lan- 
guages and alien to Mexican cus- 
toms and viewpoints. 

While organization admits that it 
is not easy to down the supremacy 
in this field of imported pictures, 
especially - American, something 
more can be done about giving 
Mexican and Spanish language pro- 
ductions more breaks. Expected 
that something like a government 
subsidy may be urged at the forth- 
coming national conclave, 











Mexico Personals for 


Spanish Version Player 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Ramon Pereda, who has been ap- 
pearing in William Powell, Charles 
Bickford and Lewis Stone parts in 
Spanish pictures, will do four week 
personal appearance tour in Mex- 
ico. Booked by Lichtig and Eng- 
lander, 
Opens Sept. 6 In Mexico City. 





BELGIAN HOME-MADE TRY 


Brussels, Aug. 20. 

Another attempt at Belgian film 
production is being made, with M. 
Charles Kurlandsky, of Ufa, as pro- 
ducer, 

Title is ‘La Dame de Minuit’ and 
meterage about 2,500. Cast is all- 
Belgian. A studio in Brussels is 
being used, exteriors shot in Madrid 
and San Sebastian, 





SELLING EAST DIRECT 


United Artists has opened an ecx- 
change in Manila. Eddie Ugast, for- 
merly in the Paramount foreign de- 
partment, is in charge. 

U. A. was previously represented 
in Manila by a local distributor, but 








Mexico City, Aug. 26, 

Another native film enterprise 
has been organized here. It is 
headed by Ceorge L. Stahl, Mexican 
capitalist, and is reported to have 
financial backing. 

Company has purchased a tract 
of land for a studio site. Stahl says 
he will leave soon for the U. S. to 
get technicians and sound equip- 
ment. Proposes to get into action 





about Oct. L 


nw ee ee 


DP BPI 


decided, after investigation by 
Ugast, that it would be best to han- 
dle directly, 





ONE MORE HARVEY UFA 


After Film With Veidt, Star Heads 
for Fox Coast Lot 





Juan-les-Pins, Aug. 29. 
Lillian Harvey is here resting up 
for a fortnight, having finished the 
British version of Ufa'’s ‘Blonde 
Dream’ in London. 

From here she goes back to Berlin 
to do her last Ufa film, playing op- 
posite Conrad Veidt. Immediately 
on corclusion of this one she leaves 
for Hollywood and the Fox lot. 


CANADA INDIES 
BAND IN FILM 
TAX WAR 











Ottawa, Aug. 29. 

The battleground for the film 
business in the Dominion over the 
question of new taxes and tariff: 
revisions directly affecting the in- 
dustry will be in Ottawa Lefore and 
during the next session of the Fed- 
eral Parliament scheduled to be 
called early in October. Details of 
changes will not be made known 
until Parliament sits and various 
interests are calling for the Parlia- 
mentary gathering as soon as pos- 
sible so that business will know 
where it stands. 

The Imperial Conference proposal 
for a special levy on all foreign 
films as an aid for British pictures 
and for additional revenue is what 
has the film men agitated. It is 
promised that the Canadian com- 
panies handling U. S. films and the 
exhibitors will unite in protesting 
against the tax on foreign celluloid 
which will be assessed against ren- 
tal charges. Incidentally, the ex- 
hibitors will have to foot the new 
bill, which will run to $250,000 in 
the aggregate, it is expected, be- 
cause the rental agreement in force 
provides that all or any new taxes 
will automatically be charged to the 
theatres. Intimation has been made 
that steps will be taken at once by 
the film trade to combat the pro- 
posed foreign film rental tax before 
it reaches Parliament because it 
would become immediately effective 
if it is included in the budget reso- 
lution before the House of Com- 
mons. 

Word has been given that Cana- 
dian exhibitors will not oppose any 
move on the part of the Dominion 
Government to give added prefer- 
ence or even free entry to British 
films—as proposed by Canada at the 
conference. The exhibitors have 
also stated that they will not object 
to free censorship for British films 
on the part. of provincial govern- 
ments in Canada, They say they 
will accept anything but a quota 
system or a new tax to be footed 
by the exhibitors who claim they 
are already being taxed out of exist- 
ence, 

The word has been spoken that 
Canadian distributors and exhibi- 
tors will work hand in hand against 
the foreign film tax, At the same 


(Continued on page 46) 


Third Mexican-Made 


Mexico City, Aug. 26. 

National Picture Co., Mexican en- 
terprise which began operations 
here 10 months ago and has two 
pictures to its credit, is completing 
a third, ‘A Life for a Life.’ 

Picture is a Mexican drama, star- 
ring Nancy Torres. Scheduled for 
a premiere here Sept. 14. It was 
written by john H. Auer, who came 
from Hollywood to direct the pro- 
duction, 








Argentine Trick Exchange 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 29. 
Exchange control strict as ever, 
though movie-men invariably prom- 
ised plenty dollars next week. 
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United Artists Bids fer British 
Markets by Col, B. & D. Deals 


United Artists and Columbia have 
finally agreed on terms for a Brit- 
ish combine. Offices of the two 
companics will be merged and U. A. 
will handle the _ distribution of 
product for both companies in the 
British territory. Papers have been 
drawn up but not signed, pending 
a get-together of Jos. M. Schenck 
and Harry Cohn. 

Similar deal, in negotiation for 
about a year for the South Ameri- 
can territory has been dropped by 
mutual consent because the two 
companies couldn’t see eye-to-eye 
on what was needed down thar. 

U. A.-Columbia deal going through 
means that United Artists becomes 
about the most important distribut- 
ing concerns in Britain. Company’s 
own product, added to the Columbia 
films and the British and Dominions 
pictures, through the deal completed 
Wednesday (24), means that U. A, 
will have a fairly formidable. list 
of product. The B. & D. deal gives 
U. A. distribution rights on all the 
sritish company's pictures through- 
out the world. 

While U. A. has world rights on 
all.the B. & D. films, only a very 
few of them will be released in the 
United States; first being ‘Magic 
Night’ with Jack Buchanan, 


Three More Out in M-G 
Foreign Version Dept. 


Culver City, Aug. 29. 

Although proceeding with its 
scheduled foreign production slate 
awaiting arrival here of Arthur 
Loew, and an expected decision to 
halt all versioning, Metro continues 
to drop personnel from this depart- 
ment. 

Latest outs are Paul Beaumont, 
Bernard Deroux and Robert Harari, 
French writers. : 

Options of several of its 25 for- 
eign players now under contract are 
coming up within next two weeks. 
It is expected several of these will 
be allowed to lapse. . 

Currently in production are the 
German ‘Grand Hotel,’ French ‘Re- 
ducing’ and Italian ‘Strange Inter- 
lude.’ 


Prague Reports Native @ 


Mades on the Increase 


Prague, Aug. 18. 

Great activity is noted in the, pro< 
duction of native-made Czech films. 
Marc Eric is at work on ‘Sister An- 
gelica.’ The leads are played by 
Susanne Marville and Hugo Hass. 
The plot develops partly in a mon- 
astery and partly in an adjacent 
prison, 

Innemann, the Prague film regis- 
seur, is turning out ‘The Songster’ 
with the well known Prague humor- 
ist and singer, Karel Hasler (a for- 
mer brother-in-law of the American 
composer, Friml), in the leading 
role. The film deals with the 
Czechoslovak revolution. 

M. Binovec is now finishing ‘Pe- 
pina Rejholeova’ and ‘Red Rails’, 
Music for the latter is composed by 
John Gollwell and W. Sperger and 
J. Rovensky will appear in the leade 
ing roles. 


Paris Extras Riot 


Paris, Aug. 20. 

The police reserves had to be 
called to turn out an infuriated mob 
of extras attempting to stop a pri- 
vate showing of a new Opera Film 
production, ‘La Voix Qui Meuzt’ 
(‘The Voice That Failed’), shown 
at the Salle Gaveau, a Paris con- 
cert hall. Story is that of a cone 
cert artist whose voice dies. To 
save money on production, the di- 
rector had arranged to shoot a con« 
cert scene in the Gaveau hall dur- 
ing a free concert, thus saving the 
expense of a mob, which extras re< 
sented, 

Paris press printed the _ story 
wrongly, insisting that the disturb- 
ance was due to employment in the 
That 























film of foreign performers, 
was not the case, 
Bootleg dollars at $4.75 Arg. Bank Buying for Singapore 
rate $3.78. Marcus Baker, head of Alhambra 
eal * an | Theatres of Singapore, is due in 
SSS’s London Branch | New York in about two weeks for 
Supreme Screen Service plans a} his bi-annual buying spree. He's 
branch trailer office in London. now somewhere in Europe en route, 
Company awaits the arrival of Baker is the only real opposition 
Maurice J. Wilson, from London, 
before closing any deal 
pot agencies Oe vatvadhe Ni Als Tir ett eet eres - 


in that territory for oe Fisher's 


Capitol Theatres, 
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_ CONTRACTS?... 

~ THEY’RE KNEE- 

- DEEP ON THE 
“NINTH FLOOR— 

=- AND UPTO OUR 

~ ADAM’S APPLE 
RASS OEN) THE FILE 
“S “DEPARTMENT. 
PAW SN EVEN THE MAIL 
Oa \ MAN IS: ASKING 
IF WE’RE GIVING 
ITN AT its 
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Records fete) @) like wine corks as THE 4 MARX BROTHERS’ 
“HORSE FEATHERS”, CHEVALIER’S “LOVE ME TONIGHT”, 
and HAROLD LLOYD’S “MOVIE CRAZY” sweep the nation. 
We’re afraid everything is going to be all right... for 
Paramount ...Grand Old Rock of Show Business... and 
15,000 exhibitors from the Florida Keys to the 
China Seas! | | 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








No Daily Paper Problem 
Spencer, Ia. 
There are a great many towns 
without daily papers with picture 
house owners out of luck on adver- 
tising’ except in a community or 
neighboring town paper. Handbills 
are passe, too many of them, and 
board space at a premium or 
spotted as to be or little value. 
But. the New Spencer theatre, 
printers and other business houses 
have solved the problem, at very 
little cost, through distribution of 
a mimeographed ‘Daily Reminder’ 
which goes to every home daily. 
Tab world news is carried in one of 
three columns, running 14 inches 
deep. Others are devoted to spot 
bargains and specials. Demand for 
the sheet is stepped up also through 
the adivertising of the theatre. 
Theatre runs tabs on current at- 
traction in all columns, inviting 
certain individuals in town and 
trade territory to be guests of the 
house for a certain picture. Cost 
for an entire week is lower than a 
handbill distribution or spotting 
cards and passes in business places 
on a one-time basis. 


Matched Halves 

Just to be a little different, try 
the broken coin stunt for a mer- 
chant hookup. Broken coins are not 
required. Just as good results can 
be had from %-inch iron washers 
at a few cents a pound. 

These are broken by being placed 
in a vise with one half protruding. 
This is grasped by pinchers and 
worked back and forth until the 
metal breaks. A sufficient number 
of these should be provided to sup- 
ply the anticipated crowd. 

Merchants are solicited for prizes, 
end for each prize offered the mer- 
chant is given one half of a washer, 
the other half being placed in the 
box for distribution. 

A broken half is given each 
patron and anyone who can match 
his half to the fragments in the 
stores gets the prize indicated. Mer- 
chants get a visible evidence of the 
pulling power of the stunt, and 
some of the visitors will make pur- 
chases if the window and store dis- 
plays are made attractive. 


Advertise Times 

Always a good idea to advertise 
the starting time of the picture in 
newspaper and other advertising, 
but it seems more important than 
usual to do this in the case of 
‘Guilty as Hell,’ in which the pa- 
tron’s enjoyment of the development 

f the story will be greatest if he 
nows in advance the murderer and 
his methods. 

Copy should give emphasis to this 
fact with such mention as ‘This Its 
not the usual murder mystery.’ The 
spectator knows from the start who 
commited the murder and his en- 
joyment of the picture will be en- 
hanced if he times his visit to catch 
the opening scene. 


Collected Jars 
Akron, O. 

Ernie Austgen got in step with 
the ‘Beacon-Journal’s’ ‘Can the 
Surplus’ idea, holding a matinee at 
which the admission was a complete 
fruit jar. Jars were turned over 
to the paper to be given those will- 
ing to contribute one or more jars 
to the needy. Many had the fruits 
and vegetables, but shied at using 
their own jars. 

While it was made plain that the 
empty jar was sufficient for an ad- 
mission, not a few filled jars came 
in, also turned over to the paper. 











_= 
Horror Stories 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Working up some excitement for 
‘White Zombie,’ Loew’s Rochester 
persuaded the ‘Democrat and 
Chronicle’ to offer prizes for the 
best submissions under the heading 
of ‘My Most Horrifying Experience.’ 
House provided 50 tickets to be 
awarded the best submissions, those 
finding their way into print. Singles 
generally brought a second cash ad- 
mission. 

Sufficient number of comedy ef- 
forts to lighten the load, but pref- 
erence was given the unusual and 


Trade In Value 


Newest development of the free 
used car gag is to permit the win- 
ner to turn it in at full advertised 
value any time within the week 
after winning to apply on a better 
used car or a new boat. Idea is that 
the winner will want a better car 
after trying out, and the dealer who 
donates the car gets the benefit of 
a better deal. 

Free cars are petering out in most 
spots, but this idea may act as a 
pulmotor where it has gone stale. 


Ready-Made 


Philadelphia has a depression 
problem in the upkeep of its zoo. 
Animals can’t take the 10% cut. 

Newspapers entered the campaign 








and were followed by Pathe News, | 


which has prepared pictorial mate- 


— 





Up and Down 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

What ballyhoo, exploitation, 
and getting out and pushing 
means in dollars and cents was 
illustrated when the Portage, 
nabe, reopened a week ago. 

Merchants of the neighbor- 
hood co-operated, excitement 
was stirred up, special lighting. 
bunting and whoopla was pro- 
vided. House did $800 the first 
weekend. 

But as soon as the prelim- 
inary glamous was over and 
things got back to normal so 
did the house. Business fell 
as low as $60 a night. 














rial to be inserted in the local news- 
reel release and also for houses not 
taking the service. Pathe interest 
is primarily intended as a good-will 
stunt, but is not unmindful that 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ is soon to 
open at the Stanley theatres. This 
can, perhaps, be worked in other 
cities with zoos. 





Crabbing 

Carnival week in a small Penn- 
sylvania town had the local man- 
ager on tiptoe to offset the free at- 
tractions, including a public wed- 
ding at the city hall, the carnival’s 
big exploit. 

Just as the ceremony ended and 
the crowds came flocking out of 
the city headquarters he had a small 
band parade’ down the street adver- 
tising his next -attraction—‘Merrily 
We Go to Hell,’ with banners every- 
one could read. 


Mayor’s ‘Laugh Week’ 
Seattle. 

Mayor Dore for the first time co- 
Operated solidly with theatres. in 
ballyhoo for ‘laugh week.’ With 
Gilda Gray on platform in front of 
the 5th Ave. theatre, the mayor 
talked ‘laughter.’ 

Vic Gauntlett, adv. mgr., also had 
a laugh contest running in the 
‘Times,’ the two femme winners 
with ‘prettiest smile’ getting air trip 
to Vancouver, B. C., and return. 

Contest in ‘Star’ in connection 
with two words that run together, 
like ‘salt and pepper,’ inspired by 
Lowe and McLaglen being teamed 
together, currently in ‘Guilty as 
Hell,’ brought 2,000 replies and free 
newspaper space daily. 


Exploited a Bus 
Reading, Pa. 

Astor, a WB house, hired a bus 
for three days and after posting it 
for the theatre and the immediate 
shcws, ran it all over town. First 
time done and more than usual in- 
terest. 

Rayoff, which got the bus at a 
eut, was that it was parked in front 
of the theatre during the evening 
brightly lighted. Public was in- 
vited to enter the vehicle and in- 
spect it. Bus Co. figured it will help 
build business and it made business 
for the house. ,. 


A Hula Every 20 Mins. 
Seattle. 

Six sailors from the U. S. S. ‘Ten- 
nessee’ and a tap dancer, Jess Ken- 
nelty, together with a local girl hula 
dancer, played afternoons and eve- 
nings in tie lobby of Orpheum. This 
gave fleet air to house and stopped 
throngs. Angle was to plug ‘Bird 
of Paradise,’ opening next. 

Aftephula dance placard was dis- 
played telling of coming film. Thus 
this was a living trailer and done 
out in front. 

Girl’s hula was okay and she 
shook every 20 minutes, 








—_—- 


Radio Imitators 
Chicago. 

Amos 'n’ Andy, Bing Crosby and 
Kate Smith were the most frequent- 
ly imitated radio celebs-in a ‘radio 
imitation’ contest just winding up 
for Publix-Great States under 
Madeline Woods promotional aus- 
pices. 

Stunt brought out hundreds of en- 
trigs in a new kind of amateur night 
that cost Great States very little and 
stimulated biz plenty. 

Regional eliminations in Peoria 
and Joliet will be followed by a 
state-wide championship broadcast 
over WLS. Two winners will get 
some professional engagements in 
Great States houses. 


Fake Yolice Calls 


Winnipeg. 

S. Gunn, of the Lyceum, expanded 
widely on ‘Radio Patrol,’ both with 
a radio patrol car on the streets 
and loud speakers over the marques 
of the house. 

Patrol car went round the streets 
broadcasting fake police calls from 
loud speakers over the car; mes- 
sages were sent from the office of 





| the theatre. 
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Store Mgrs. Popularity | 
Birmingham. 

Alabama theatre has closed a deal 
with Hill Grocery Co., local chain 
store, for display ef food products 
in the lobby. But a popularity con- 
test among the managers of the 
stores is added. 
Ballots handed out to customers, 
with votes to be dropped in a box 
inside the theatre. Winner gets a 
three months’ pass. 


Get "Em Both 


Exhib whose patrons don’t care 
much for African pictures was stuck 
for a selling angle on ‘Congorilla.’ 
But he recalled he had cleaned up 
on ‘Tarzan.’ 

When he got ready to show he 
blazed on all his advertising: ‘You 
saw Johnny Weissmuller as Tar- 
zan.. Come and see what a real 
gorilla looks and sounds like.’ 

Seemed to give the crowd a new 
idea, and he did better with this 
jungle picture than with the last 
three of the type. 


Flower Shows 
Getting around to the time when 
wise managers hold dahlia and 
chrysanthemum shows in the lobby 
or mezzanine. Latter is better if 
there is room, though even here 














there should be some lobby ballyhoo. 
Promote prizes and if possible get 


Conserves Props 

Loew's State, N. Y., playing 
‘Speak Easily,’ has a cabinet 
filled with liquor bottles on the 
street side of the box office. 
Bottles are empty, but they are 
taken in each night lest some- 
one crash the glass while in a 
state of mind unable to notice 
that the bottles are not filled. 

Display is flanked by two 
bowls of pretzels, but the con- 
tainers are kept covered to pre- 
vent depletion, 











the printer to run off some certifi- 
cates of awards, to be neatly let- 
tered and presented the winners. 

Arrange for florists to do the 
judging or, failing them, some well- 
known growers who are not in the 
competition. 

And while this is being done it 
might be a good plan to form the 
most active into an association for 
next year. It is almost always pos- 
sible to find some enthusiasts who 
will do the work of organization, 
and the theatre can be loaned one 
morning a month through the win- 
ter for informal meetings to hold 
the interest. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Des Moines. 

Harry Herman, formerly with 
Publix in Waterloo, Ia., appointed 
western Iowa rep for Warner Bros.’ 
local exchange. P 

W. O. Galloway succeeded by 
Tom Burte, of Minneapolis, as 
manager of Educational exchange 
here. 





Buffalo. 

Shea-Publix making’ three-cor- 
nered switch of. downtown house 
managers. : John Carr goes from the 
Century to Great Lakes; George 
Mason from the Hipp to the Cen- 
tury, and Bob Murhphy being 
brought from Bellevue, Niagara 
Falls, to the Hip. 

Disposition of Henry Murtagh 
present Hipp house organist-man- 
ager undetermined. 





Indianapolis. 

Jack H. Roth, manager of the Cir- 
cle, made divisional superintendent 
of Skouras-Publix theatres here. 
Succeeds B. V. Sturdivant, who goes 
to the Coast. 

Ted I. Nicholas, publicity at the 
Indiana, resigned to become busi- 
ness manager of the Indianapolis 
Civic theatre. 





San Francisco. 
Bob Fearon and Dick Lucas to 
San Jose for National Theatres. 
Pearson gets district post and 
-Lucas as assistant at local War- 
field. 





Reading, Pa. 

Cornelius G. Keeney, formerly 
manager of the Park theatre, has 
again taken over the Park as actor- 
manager and will reopen it in a few 
weeks. 

Harold Larned, manager of the 
Victoria, Tamaqua, Pa., temporarily 
closed, succeeds Keeney in Mahanoy 
City. 





Hamilton, O. 

Henry Sommers, city manager, 
in charge of the Paramount here, 
exchanges posts with Herman Bam- 
berger, city manager, and manager 
of the Kentucky, at Lexington. 
Harry MacDonald, manager, Pub- 
lix-Palace here, assigned to the 
State, Lexington, replacing G. L. 
Hensler, transferred to the Para- 
mount, Middletown, O. Waldo Bail, 
at Middletown, succeeds MacDonald 
here, 





Des Moines. 
With Evert Cummings, new divi- 
sion manager for Publix in 


Nebraska and Iowa, he will have of- 
fices in both and divide his time 
between both states. Irving Wat- 
terstreet is publicity director for 
Iowa and Nebraska, with offices in 
Omaha, 





Kansas City. 
Marvin Parks here handling pub- 





licity for the Mainstreet theatre. 





Rochester, N. Y. 
Majestic theatre, Hornell, N. Y., 
reopened last week after settlement 
of argument over occupancy. War- 
ners continue operation in agree- 





ment with Nikitas Dipson, lease- 
holder. John J. Maher returns as 
manager. 





New Haven. 
Harry Cohen, in charge of real 
estate under old Fox New England 
lineup, and until recently in same 
capacity with Harry Arthur, now 





OPEC AGED GE, 


with RKO under Herschel Stuart. 


Bronx, N. Y. 
A. Abeles, who is financially in- 
terested in the Leo Brecher circuit 
of houses, has acquired the Boston 
Road theatre from Brecher and will 
operate it on his own. 
No change in personnel. 





Seattle. 
Joe Cooper, former mgr. Orpheum 
here and in Portland, now assistant 
manager to John Danz in second 
run houses. Roy Cooper is general 





manager. 
Los Angeles. 

Homer Gill replaced Charles B. 

Christ as district manager for 


F-WC, in Seattle territory. rill, 
former RKO division mgr. in north- 
west, and before that had similar 
post with F-WC. 





Syracuse, N. Y. 

DeWitt theatre reverts to orig- 
inal name, the Empire, when re- 
opening in September. Policy the 
Skouras interests will install is un- 
certain, but the plan to switch the 
Skouras local first runs from the 
Eckel, side street house, to the 
Empire, on the main stem, has 
fallen through. 





Ravenna, O. 
Abby Fine has leased the Strand, 
closed for three years. Opens Sept. 
1 with first run-three-change-week- 
ly policy. ; 





Reading, Pa. 
J. K. Kreamer, manager of the 
Victoria, Mahanoy City, Chamber- 
lain house. Succeeds C, G. Keeney. 





Milwaukee. 
E. B. Van Norman, who resigned 
as manager of Fox Garfield, suc- 
ceeded by Hyman Lurie, formerly 
at the Strand. 





Marlboro, Mass. 
Pastime Hall has given up as a 
sports arena and reopens as a film 
theatre. 





Worcester, Mass. 
J. W. Deubach, until recently at 
the RKO Albee, Providence, R. L, 
appointed manager of Warners here. 


Rochester, N. Y. 
Truman Brizee, manager of Com- 
erford’s Capitol, goes to the Diana 
at Medina, N. Y., Warner theatre. 
Possibility Capitol will remain 
closed. 








Canton, O. 
Dick Crusiger has replaced George 
Rister as local Warner Bros. man- 
ager. Riester resigned recently to 
join an eastern film house chain. 





Rockville, Conn. 
Palace again playing vaudeville, 
five acts, opening on Tuesday. 





Galveston. 
Abilene, in west Texas, votes to 
repeal Sunday film ordinance, which 
is ignored in most other Texas 
cities. 





Mason City, Ia. 
Jim Kelso to manage Strand, 
which reopens after summer close. 





Kansas City. 
Midwes* division of the Fox-West 
Coast held a two-day convention | 
at Excelsior Springs, Mo., with! 
some 200 managers and executives | 
present. Convention under the di- 
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Both Ways 


Working with an amiable chief 
| executive, a midwestern manager is 
| planning to center his fall opening 
}around the mayor. He is having 
| built an invitation 10 by 18 feet, 
i! lettered on both sides, inviting the 
mayor to visit the theatre the open- 
ing week of the season. The invita- 
tion will recite the entire week's 
bookings and invite him to take his 
choice. It ends ‘and this invitation 
will be your card of admission.’ 

| Planned to truck this to city hall 
about a week before the event and 
park it in the corridor. The mayor 
will accept and nominate the open- 
ing night, when the high school 
band will escort the truck to the 
{municipal building, pick up the 
mayor and his pass and return to 
the theatre, where His Honor will 
be formally welcomed and his pass 
taken up. 

Giant invitations and passes are 
old, but hitherto they have stopped 
with the delivery. This seems to be 
the first instance of a round trip. 








Coaxing Praise 

Manager has recently instituted a 
more or less permanent contest with 
the idea of getting some line on 
what his patrons like. Near the 
exit is a rack with sheets of note 
head sized paper (8% x 5%) printed 
up with ‘Why I like ........ , anda 
rule for the title. Spaces for the 
name and address of the patron, 
Ten single tickets weekly for the 
most helpful comment, not to ex- 
ceed the limits of the note sized 
sheet, 

Figures out that while it will not 
give him a complete cross-section of 
his audience, since many will not 
bother to fill out the sheets, he can 
get some line on what makes a pic- 
ture click. He cannot pick the pic- 
tures to fit the formula, but he will 
know when to bear down on his 
exploitation. 

Sidelight is cultivating the habit 
of praise instead of complaint. 


Backfiring 

Too few managers realize the 
danger of boomeranging in over- 
selling a feature. Recently a pic- 
ture has been sold on what amounts 
to downright deception. It sells on 
the lobby flash and does not make 
good when the patron gets inside. 

At most points it has rolled up a 
big gross, but frequently the subse- 
quent loss on other pictures has en- 
tirely wiped out the profit. People 
get sore and stay away for two or 
three weeks, and the aggregate 
gross over four weeks tells a far 
different story from the attractive 
figures on the week. 

Better to sell on value delivered 
and to keep on selling. 


Baseball Guesses 


With the baseball season ap- 
proaching its climax it’s a good 
time to start a contest for the most 
accurate placement of the 16 teams. 

Probably can be worked with a 
sporting goods store, latter supply- 
ing the blanks and printing the back 
with advertising. Properly played 
up it can be worked for plenty of 
interest. Just a side line, but in- 
variably good. 


Fish Display 
Los Angeles. 

Taking advantage of the widely- 
exploited fishing prowess of Zane 
Gray, manager of the F-WC LaBrea 
cashed in for extra biz during run 
of ‘Zane Gray’s South Seas’ picture. 
He borrowed actual and enlarged 
photographs of Gray’s catches, as 
well as mounted specimens, which 
were utilized for lobby display. 


Poster Size 

Press book for Harold Lloyd's 
‘Movie Craz:’ reverts to the good 
old days when books were books, 
Issue, prepared by Leslie Whelan, 
is full newspaper size, with 32 pages 
on gloss paper. 

Has pretty nearly everything but 
the proverbial stove and a picture of 
Lloyd without his glasses. 


Maybe N.S.G. 


Paramount, in its press book, sug- 
gests a ‘perfect murder’ contest for 
‘Guilty as Hell,’ with a prize for the 
most neatly devised plan for re- 
moving someone. 

May prove a boomerang in some 
spots where the sensitive may con- 
tend that it’s too suggestive. 


Lends a Lobby 


Chicago, 

Inter-circuit friendliness exempli- 
fied in Milwaukee, where the Al- 
hambra, Universal-owned, and now 
closed for the summer, has given its 
lobby over to the Fox organization, 

‘Go to the Wisconsin’ reads the 
sign. 


| 
































Trick Stuff 


Sometimes a novelty gag will 
work out of proportion to its seem- 
ing importance. It is a good gag 
to use such a stunt now and then, 

(Continued on page 25) 
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A KNOCKOUT/" 


| oe N.Y. DAILY MIRROR. of the 
i / ae? THATCHER COLT MYSTERY EVER SCREENED 


& The NIGHT CLUB 


ADOLPHE MENJOU 
iets / 4 Mayo Methot— Skeets Gallagher 
From the Novel by Anthony Abbot 
j Adaptetion and Dialogue by Robert Riskin 
; Directed by Irving Cummings 


YOU | “4 CRITICS HAIL IT! 


“Much over Par!” “Thoroughly Enjoyable! ys 


Motion Picture Daily Im Daily 
“Better Than Most!’’ “Plenty of Laughs!’ 
New York Times New York Evening Journal 
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BACK STREET 
(Continued from page 14) 


have been fully translated into cel- 
juloid. For the story, with its life's 
span cycle, calls for much detail, yet 
none of it is permitted to even 
slightly eclipse the basic romance of 
Ray Schmidt and Walter Saxel. It’s 
all painted on the screen with boldly 
made strokes yet not too broad 
daubs by the combination of cine- 
matic talents which has done so well 
by the Hurst novel. 

The other characters are never 
more than contributory to the main. 
George Meeker as the visionary me- 
chanic who grows up and prospers 
with the horseless carriage has 
about the fullest of the supporting 
cast’s opportunities. True, the ever- 
effective ZaSu Pitts can always 
make a bit stand out; and June 
Clyde in an ingenue part also does 
well, but the picture is all Miss 
Dunne and Boles. 

The climatic scenes aboard the 
trans-Atantic liner bound for Paris 
with the ‘back street’ woman, now 
generally recognized as the Saxel 
family’s ‘shadow,’ builds up humanly 
and naturally into the tragic finale 
with the paralytic-stricken Boles’ 
last thoughts being of- Ray Schmidt. 

‘Back Street’ is a money release 
for Universal. ~If this and the re- 
cently previewed ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ are. samples of U's ’'32-'33 
product, it looks like a big year for 
Uz. . Abel. 


THE LAST MILE 


KBS Film Co. production (in Tiffany 
California studios) for World Wide release; 
directed by Sam Bischoff. Preston Foster 
and Howard Phillips featured. Screen play 
by Seton I. Miller, from the stage drama 
of same name by John Werxley, which was 
& memorable success on Broadway. At the 


Capitol. New York, Aug. 24 Running 
time, 78 mins. 
Richard Walters.......... Howard Phillips 
COTS... cervccces eeeeeesss Preston S. Foster 
py Pee eececccecseses George E. Stone 
BD AMOS.» vsees eeceececcsesess NOC! Madison 
p a Pye ecccerrcccrscces Alan Roscoe 
WOPRO?, sicaboncdtecesseenrde rrrrer: ie ys 
pS Fe eS 640% 0445,660 53 RGR 62 Al Hill 
SOCRGOR. 6 csécace eeeeeee-Daniel L. Haynes 
Warden Lewis......++...++-Frank Sheridan 
Father O’Connor..eccces-es Alec B. Francis 
Pe ie bbbe0 ne Edward Van Sloan 
Mra. Walters... .crcecss eeperes Louise Carter 
Keeper Callahan.,.........Ralph Theadore 
PANG... scctetoverds eoveeeesAlbert J. Smith 





production of first-grade tech- 
nical and artistic quality, but one of 
doubtful commercial returns, par- 
ticularly in important stands, where, 
certainly for the present, morbid 
themes are at a discount. At the 
Capitol it was propped with another 
of those glittering arrays of names 
On the stage. 


Stage smash that doesn’t repeat 
in celluloid is not unknown as evi- 
denced by ‘The Guardsman’ and 
‘Abie,’ both of which came to the 
new form with enormously more 
prestige than ‘Mile.’ Special rea- 
sons for predicting spotty returns 
on the picture are that it has a de- 
pressing background and is without 
anv compensating feminine appeal. 
__ Its death house locale hasn't even 
the merit of screen novelty since 
there has been a whole series of 
6uch pictures, all of them of a lesser 
calibre as drama, starting with 
*American Tragedy’ and ending with 
the recent ‘Two Seconds.’ Picture 
compromises with the stage origi- 
nai in many ways, toning down its 
grim realism which furnished the 
play's intrinsic grip and suger-coat- 
ing the finale with a happy release 
of a youth unjustly convicted of 
murder. 

Departure from the stage play 
Buggests the producer recognized 
the risk of attempting anything so 
brutal on the screen. He should 
have gone a _ step further and 
realized that even in diluted form 
it was still a hazard. One impor- 
tant element that contributed to the 
success of the play in 1930 was that 
recent sensational jail uprisings, 
notably one at Auburn and another 
at Dannemora in New York State, 
had aroused the public mind to in- 
terest in the prison subject. Those 
grisly incidents have now paled to 
a faint memory, which removes the 
spur of topical interest. 

Difference between play and film 
appeal is the vital difference in 
timeliness. Such a subject needs 
an aroused public consciousness to 
support actiye interest. Without 
that background the mere lobby 
Suggestion of a prison death house 
is repellent to amusement seekers, 
particularly women, and the picture 
has nothing to pique their curiosity 
otherwise. Subject’s lure, therefore, 
is confined to the morbid-minded 
sensation seeker. Picture is de- 


pressing, prison and death being 
two things the mass of normal 
people put away from their 
thoughts. 


The searing earnestness of the 
play is missing here, the play 
having been manipulated in its vital 
points to make it endurable as a 


picture. Here Mears, the killer, has 
been reduced to a subordinate place 
in the dramatic scale, interest 


centering on Richard Walters, the 
youth convicted of murder by mis- 
carriage of justice. In the end his 
innocence is established and he is 
reprieved. Sufficient to show the 
variance from the play, on the stage 
the boy had killed his sweetheart 
and early in the action goes through 
the little door to his doom. Change 
makes the picture more palatable, 
but dramatically weaker. Interest 
from first to last centers, despite 


the playwright, in ‘Killer’ Mears, 
who garrots the contemptible turn- 
key, gets possession of his keys and 
gun and commands the jail for a 
long sequence of extreme horror 
and violence, until, defeated, he 
walks deliberately into a stream of 
machine gun bullets from the prison 
guards besieging the mutineers. 
Acting is exceHent, especially 
commendable being the restraint 
with which this cast manages many 
episodes that might have been 
spoiled by too hectic histrionics. 
Indeed, there are times when the 
acting is too good for comfort, as 
these players make a living reality 
of the doom that lies behind the 
steel portal through which one or 
the other of them is soon to walk, 
Direction has been intelligently 
done in a delicate job, being aimed 
at achieving a maximum of sensa- 
tion that still will be within the 
limits of endurance. Preston Foster, 
who had a similar role in ‘Two Sec- 
onds,’ gives a strong performance; 
Howard Phillips plays with careful 
effectiveness. Two outstanding 
roles are contributed by the Negro, 
Daniei L. Haynes (Adam in ‘Green 
Pastures’) and George E. Stone, 
creator of a long series of screen 
character parts. ush. 


NIGHT CLUB LADY 


Columbia production and release. Direct- 
ed by Irving Cummings. Based on Anthony 
Abbott novel. Adaptation by Robert Ris- 
kin. Features Adolphe. Menjou. Photog- 
raphy by Teddy Tetzlaff. At Paramount, 


New York, for week starting Aug. 26. 
Running time, 68 minutes. 

Thatcher Colt....... eeccsss Adolphe Menjou 
Lola Carewe.....sseseeese++++Mayo Methot 
TONY .occccsee seececesees.. Skeets Gallagher 
ee sosvecsesess- Ruthelma Stevens 
Mrs. Carewe..... seeeees- Blanche Friederici 





Everett....... Pee OR 
»»-Nat Pendleton 

Albert Conti 

Greta Granstedt 

..Ed Brady 

p Ie goo boeeds eee eees TTT TTT. Lee Phelps 
AGEs 60 000% YTTITiLiiys George Humbart 
Dr. Baldwit..ccccccescsccsceses Niles Welch 
Dir, TANK. oc cccccoed William von Brincken 
BEGG ccc ccceceevcsctscbeocsseee Teru Shimada 





Adolphe Menjou goes master de- 
tective in ‘Night Club Lady,’ laying 
off the romantic altogether. It’s 
new shoes for the sartorially perfect 
ladies’ man of the screen while a 


Paramount star, but he still is the 
clothes model to those who want 
that and a good actor. 

There may be quibbling as to 
whether Menjou should have been 
cast as a police commissioner who 
knows his Sherlock, without any 
love interest around the role, but 
there can be no gainsaying that he 
turns in a good job. Menjou occa- 
sionally seems a little out of his 
metier playing a master dick and 
ignoring the charm of ladies around 
him, notably his secretary, but he’s 
the pictur: just the same. 

Wherever Menjou means pull and 
favor, he will be accepted in ‘Night 
Club Lady.’ Wherever murder mys- 
teries maintain a hold, regardless of 
Menjou, the picture also will be 
accepted. 

It has its faults, among them that 
it devotes itself to meticulous and 
needless detail at times, but it con- 
tains enough plot and suspense to 
make its ocassional slowness a mat- 
ter of lesser concern. Picture runs 
only 66 minutes, yet feels much 
longer than that, due palpably to its 
detail and its tension. 

Following the two murders com- 
mitted somewhere around the sec- 
ond reel, it’s a matter of cold cal- 
culation, questioning and detective 
theories. Up to the murders the air 
is surcharged with danger. After 
them it clears almost entirely, with 
no hint that the police commish 
(Menjou) and others are placing 
their lives in jeopardy. 

Such routine as police communica- 
tion with foreign countries, elabo- 
rative deductive schemes and check- 
ing up on suspects and incidents, 
take ur much of the picture’s foot- 
age. Several times it appears love 
interest will creep in between the 
commish and his sec, but it goes no 
further than that. Which leaves 
‘Night Club Lady’ strictly a murder 
mystery. 

Story deals with threats against 
a night club hostess and her mys- 
terious murder while under heavy 
guard of police. Numerous suspects 
look guilty from time to time, but 
until the police commish dopes out 
that the ingenious use of a scorpion 
accomplished the murder, it’s any- 
body's guess. Womar. posing as the 
girl's mother is finally trapped, but 
eludes arrest by committing suicide. 

It’s a denouement that’s pretty 
well handled save for the detail 
that’s laid on. 

Menjou has one opportunity to 
show off his supposedly perfect 
French. It’s in a conversation by 
phone with French police on one of 
those eheckups. 

Skeets Gallagher works through- 
out as Menjou’s pal. They're an 
odd combination—one a smart de- 
tective, the other a heavy drinker. 


successful results. 
Additional laughs would not have 





;could have been easily found 
| giving Nat Pendleton more footage. 


| 


| pion. 
iness and fear badly. Char. 


overburdened the picture. They 
by 


He does a dumb cop. A map and 
manner that’s his fortune, if anyone 
notices it, Pendleton deserves to 
forge ahead. 

Mayo Methot does the night club 


lady who's bumped off by the scor- 
{ She overplays mingled tough- | 


ee oa" 


Oe A 


As latter, Gallagher moves around | 
for comedy relief with moderately | 


~ PASSPORT TO HELL 


Fox production and release, starring 
Elissa Landi. Features Paul Lukas and 
Warner Oland. Story by Harry Hervey: 
directed by Frank Lioyd. Continuity, Brad- 


ley King. Dialog, Leon Gordon, Camera, 
John Seitz. Sound, A. L. Van Kirbach. 
Art, William Darling. Asst. dir., William 
Trummel. At the Winter Garden, com- 
mencing Aug. 25, Running time, 72 mins. 
MYTA.. cc eccccccecessessece ... Elissa Landi 
Hart. .cccccccecccccccsetseveres Paul Lukas 
Baron. ceccescccecesseessceses Warner Oland 
PO. «ccbceet ¥eesectestoone Alex. Kirkland 
Sergt. Snyder.....ceecseceeees Donald Crisp 
PUVOOP. cece cdecececccoces Seeedee Earle Foxe 
Sheba..c.ccsscsveess Seccvecces Vera Morrison 
Reelta.ccccccctccssscceveses «»-Yola d’Avril 





Pictorially Frank Lloyd, working 
with strictly formula material, has 
managed to produce a handsome 
program picture which, in spite of 
its story shortcomings, should give 
good, though not brilliant, account 


of itself. In many spots it should 
go above the average take, these be- 
ing mostly in the B locations. For 
the A houses it will merely get by 
comfortably. Not a de luxer, but 
Broadway spotted because of the 
product shortage. 

Story follows familiar lines of the 
woman who, tarnished in a London 
scandal, is driven from place to 
place, ever falling a bit lower and 
getting more reckless as she moves 
downward. As the story opens a 
British subaltern in Acra has com- 
mitted suicide over his gambling 
losses. Elissa Landi is blamed and 
deported to German territory, ar- 
riving in Kamerun just as England 
enters the war. To save herself 
from internment in an alien prison 
camp and partly to get even with 
the Commandant, she marries his 


son. 

His father sends him to an up- 
country station in the hope of wear- 
ing the girl out. There she meets 
and loves another officer and is once 
more sent on her travels. Her 
husband sells military information 
to a British spy to provide her with 
funds and then commits suicide. 
She burns his letter of confession 
to save his name, wins the respect 
of the Commandant at last and goes 
her way, alone, but with the thought 
that after the war she may be re- 
united to the man she really loves. 

Nothing original to the outline 
and little new in the treatment, but 
staged intelligently to produce a 
series of interesting subtropical 
scenes against which the set ac- 
tions are carried out. The produc- 
tion angle is more important than 
the story phase. 

Elissa Landi as the woman in the 
case contributes a nicely timed and 
restrained effort. She avoids over- 
acting and acts as a gentlewoman 
would, which is a new touch in this 
type of story, the heroine generally 
going on the loose. Paul Lukas is 
nominally the male lead, and turns 
in a strong performance, but Alex- 
ander Kirkland does so well by the 
impulsive son of the Commandant 
that he wins too much sympathy 
for the character, and there is a 
feeling that he was given a pretty 
raw deal, which does not make for 
complete audience satisfaction. 

Warner Oland gets away from 
Chinese characters to play the Com- 
mandant with authority, and the 
other characters are well sustained 
under the competent direction 
which draws some graphic pictures. 
Not the least of the merits of the 
production is the avoidance of over- 
stress on rain, the solitude, and the 
German military system. A good 
touch at the opening is the presen- 
tation of a map which reveals the 
locale and makes for an understand- 
ing of the movements of the char- 
acters. 


UNHOLY LOVE 


M. H. Hoffman production and First 
Division release. Adapted by Frances 
Hyland from Gustav Flaubert’s novel, 
‘Madame Bovary.’ Direction Albert Ray; 
associate producer, M. H. Hoffman, Jr.; 





camera, Harry Neuman and Tom Galli- 
gan. At Fox, Brooklyn, week Aug. 19. 
Running time, 75 mins. 

Dr. GreGory..e.cccceccecce +...H. B. Warner 
Jane Bradford....... OC eeecccccccess Lila Lee 
Mrs. Cawley....e.seccsescses+. beryl Mercer 
Sheilla Bailey...... seoseeees-Joyce Compton 


coccccccces-euyle Talbot 


Jerry Gregory..... 
-Ivan Lebedeff 


Alex Stockmar..... 


Simmington..... eeeecesess--dagson Robards 
Mrs. Bradford........+...-Kathlyn Williams 
Gail Abbot...++...eseeeeeee+.-Frances Rich 


Mr. Bailey......,..++++++..Richard Carlyle 





Here, if you please, is Gustav 
Flaub:rt’s immortal _ classic, 
‘Madame Bovary.’ At first blush it 
Causes resentment that the title 
should have been changed to read 
‘Unholy Love. After viewing the 
picture, however, anyone having 
any respect for the book is grateful 
the title has been disguised. The 


great Flaubert must be doing some | 


heavy grave turning over this story 
version. 

Not only have the producers re- 
written and restaged the entire 
story beyond recognition, but in an 
attempt to be lit’rary and high hat 
they've allowed everybody on the 
lot to overact. A fairly heavy cast, 
from an indie standpoint, won't 
help it at the b.o. much. It will 
have to be satisfied with the lower 
rung of double feature bills. 

Adaptors have moved the locale 
of the story to Rye, N. Y., and made 
all the characters American, That, 
presumably, is to get away from 
costumes. H. B. Warner is the all- 
forgiving and all-loving father and 
Lila Lee the ever-understanding 





fiancee. 


“eee ate 


Both are doing all kinds of | 
| sacrificing for the sake of the nice, !in America. 


but stupid, bey played by Lyle Tal- 
bot in the only genuine note of the 
film. And Joyce Compton is the 
selfish flirt that young Lyle gets 
tangled up with. In lesser parts 
are Ivan Lebedeff and Kathryn Wil- 
liams and Beryl Mercer. 

Seemingly everybody was im- 
pressed with the importance of the 
story and tried to make it very 
high-class. Warner, as capable an 
actor as there is, has never turned 
in such a@ poor performance. And 
Miss Lee is nearly as bad. 

Some of the sets are very inter- 
esting and the photography gener- 
ally is up to par. Which is all the 


kindness the picture deserves. 
Kauf. 


ALIAS MARY SMITH 


Like production and Mayfair release, 
featuring John Darrow, Gwen Lee and 
Raymond Hatton. Directed by E. Mason 
Hopper from the story by Edw. T. Lowe. 


Supervised by Cliff Broughton. Arthur 
S. Black, asst. dir. Jules Cronjager, 
camera. Byron Robinson, editor. O. B. 


Mills, sound. 

Cast: Henry B. Wathall, Blanche Me- 
haffey. Myrtle Stedman, Edmund Breese, 
Alec Ii. Francis, Matthew Betz, Jack 
Grey, Ben Hall, Harry Strang. At Loew's 
New York theatre one day, Aug 23, as 
half double bill, Running time, 61 mins. 





Fairly ingenious murder mystery, 
with some well-known names, but 
lacking those elements qf develop- 
ment and production which raise a 
story out of the indie ruck. Direc- 
tion rather slovenly at times, which 
does not help. Should be able to 
solo on the lower half of the B divi- 
sion if given strong support, but not 
to be counted on for a draw. Sev- 
eral of the name players are in only 
one sequence. Picture is just an 
average indie with no special claims 
other than an ingenious idea in the 
solution. 

This is the washing off of thumb- 
prints from a letter with the use of 
alcohol, but the restoration of the 
villian’s prints through reagents be- 
cause when he handled the paper his 
hand was moist with lemon juice 
he had squeezed into a drink. Out- 
side of that, strictly standard. 

John Darrow does tle lead with 
Blanche Mehaffey, both turning in 
acceptable performances. Raymond 
has a camera reporter role similar 
to several he has played of late. 
Gwen Lee, Henry Walthail, Myrtle 
Stedman, Alec B. Francis and Ed- 
mund Breese are added starters. 
Breese is getting very careless in 
these snap assignments. Fairly 
hams his role in this. 

Production is in and out, with 
some good sets, but cne newspaper 
used several times to establish facts 
through the headlines. Issues are 
several days apart, but each story 
runs into ‘With the successful open- 
ing of the Culver City Kennel 
Club ’ Very clumsy. Sound good 
and photography generally up to 
the mark. 


Fall Des Oberst Redl 


(‘Case of Colonel Redl’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Sonorfilm preduction. Capital Film re- 
lease in U. §S,. Starring Lil Dagover and 
Theodor Loos. Direction Karl Anton; su- 
pervision Josef Stein; manuscript, Benno 








Vigny; photography, Ed Hoesch and V. 
Vich. At the Little Carnegie, N. Y., on 
grind run beginning Aug. 17. Running 


time, 70 minutes, 

Countess Vera Nikolajewna....Lil Dagover 
Colone! Alfred Redl.........-- Theodor Loos 
Lieut. Stephen Dolan....,..Otto Hartmann 


Franzi, his sweetheart....Trude Grosslicht 
Colonel Martschenko..... Friedrich Hoelzlin 
BDOPASAICE. ic ccccccccccse Alexander Hurski 





An unsavory subject smirkily 
hinted at, an elephantine pace and 
extra-Teutonic heaviness don't 
completely spoil this film. It’s an 
arresting subject despite the many 
faults, and would probably skate in 
to a pretty good gate if it weren't 
for the fact that it’s too talky to be 
understood by anyone not thorough- 
ly German. That last’ will, 
course, restrict its U. S. sales pos- 
sibilities. 

Allegedly the film is based on an 
actual instance in the Austrian dip- 
lomatie service. It has to do with 
the experience of the head of the 
country’s secret service who, be- 
cause of homosexual tendencies is 
brought to a need of money. And 
from that to turning Russian spy to 
get the money. With the natural 
tragic end, of course, of being forced 
to commit suicide to save what 
honor he has left. 

It’s not a pretty idea for cinema, 
despite the fact that the Germans 
manage to skirt the sex angle. In 
fact, the manner in which they 
skirt makes it worse. Also, instead 
of treating the thing as the tragedy 
that it is, the directors attempted 
to make the yarn mysterious, with- 
holding until the last the fact that 
Col. Nedl, head of the secret service 
lof Austria, is also Opera Ball 13, 
| Russian spy. They don't succeed in 
|}making it a mystery. They turn it 
into a pretty muddled yarn that’s 
|almost impossible to follow without 
|a knowledge of the language. 
|} On the film's credit side, however, 
are very good though obvious pho- 
tography and some fine acting. Lil 
Dagover as the Russian spy’s foil 
is more beautiful than ever and 
does handsomely by herself, while 
Theodor Loos turns in an exception- 
ally nice bit of acting in the title 
role. It’s European style acting— 
heavy, hammy, but perfect for this 
type of film. 

Where Germans still 








remember 





SIGN OF THE FOUR | 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Associated Radio Picture, released 
through Worldwide. Adapted from Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s story by W. P. 
Pipscomb. Directed by Graham Cutts. 


At the Cameo, 
19. Running 


Arthur Wontner 
Isla Bevan 


Featuring Arthur Wontner. 
New York, beginning Aug. 
time, 65 mins. 
Sherlock Holmes 
Mary Morstan....-.esecereeveces 


Dr. WateOm. ..ccicccccccccesecss Ian Hunter 
Athelney Jomes....-.seceeeess Gilbert Davis 
| Jonathan Small...........- Graham Soutten 
Captain Marsten.......se+++:- Edgar Norfolk 
SPOR cccccvedsscocccesegucencestece es Togo 
TFaktee Artiatsc.ccccecseccvesces M. Burnhett 





Fer..once full responsibility , for 


damagii.g what otherwise would be 
a good attraction and money-maker 
for the average American box office 
is laid at the door of the technical 
department. 

Conspicuously poor lighting, so 
much so that many of the sequences 
strain normal eyes, and _ spotty 
recording are the chief offenders. 
There is also faulty direction, per- 
mitting principals in.several situa- 
tions to garble and literally gargle 
their ijiction by too rapid recitation 
of lines. 

With these defects considered, 
‘The Sign of the Four’ is still the 
best of the Doyle series as produced 
overseas. Unlike the others, the 
‘elementary’ of Holmes and the 
‘marvelous’ of Watson do not grate 
on audience sensibilities. Arthur 
Wontner makes an excellent Sher- 
lock, elthough his disguises fail to 
cause him to lose identity even with 
non-attentive fans. 

Continuity is especially well knit 
fo- a detective theme of this kind. 
There is little that drags through 
the unreeling. This would have been 
improved had the characters not 
been delineated in what might be 
considered a preface to the en- 
trance of Holmes. 

There are two murders, jewel rob- 
beries, a dock fight and a good 
motorboat race at night. Waly. 


I KISS YOUR HAND 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(Synced Silent) 


Superfilm production, Stanley release fn 


U. S. Stars Marlene Dietrich and Harry 
Lietdke. Cast including Karl Huszar- 
Puffy. Direction Robert Land; based on 


Ralph Erwin’s song by the same title. At 
the Kuropa, N. Y., on grind run, beginning 
Aug. 27. Running time 70 mins, 


This Dietrich subject must be at 
least six or seven years old. It has 
very little excuse for existence, ex- 
cept as a relic of the days gone by 
and as an indication of what von 
Sternberg did for the star. 


. It's a hackneyed story about a 
waiter and a damozel, with the 
waiter turning out to be a real 
count. Not much action, direction 
poor, photography fantastically bad. 
A fair score has been stuck on in 
New York, 

Interesting is the fact that 
Dietrich in this picture did sure 
prisingly good work, You can recog- 
nize the Marlene of today, despite 
numerous Thedc: Bara-ish inter- 
ludes. Her clothes are terrible and 
her makeup wrong, but through it 
she has allure and holds attention. 
Harry Liedtke the Berlin matinee 
idol, does a nice piece of work as 
the waiter. 

On the strength of Miss Dietrich’s 
name the film will probably pick up 
some coin in the nabes and twin- 








of | 








|their German the film ought to do 


j 


Elsewhere it’s pretty hopeless | 
Kauf. 


well. 


cael hn ito? iy 
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housers. Kauf. 





FLAMES 


Monogram production and release. Di- 
rected by Karl Brown, Story credited 
Brown and I. E. Chadwick. At Loew's 
New York, one day, Aug. 27. Running 
time 65 minutes. 

CROPS wescccodccceess Johnny Mack Brown 
Pat Cocewceseesvecseosesecetec< Noel Francis 
Wey onc cde hac oekaas oeeee. George Cooper 
| er teeeeeeee+eees- Marjorie Beebe 
Garson ..... eeeecoccensces- Richard Tucker 
DEMO sccivoseos serecccceee. ussell Simpson 
FCO asrves 000000 0eeeeSeessceobe Kit Guard 


Had some thought been devoted 
to the story, instead of resorting to 
the easiest way and following stere- 
otyped lines, ‘Flames’ could be 
recommended as good program ma- 
terial for the big first runs. It 
closes with one of the most excit- 
ing szeneral alarm fires brought to 
the screen. But even as is, picture 
will send them out of the subse- 
quent runs talking. 

‘Flames’ opens with fire apparatus 
rescuing a cat. For a good half 
hour after that, however, the theme 
could be taken for most anything. 
Mistake made by the writer-director 
was to take all of that time to build 
up love interest between the two 
girl owners of the cat and a couple 
of firemen. This portion wobbles 
weakly around until suddenly a 
lesser fire is forced in. 

After that every one knows that 
Pat’s new boss has designs—and 
so he has. Also. even the less acuta 
fans know that the next fire is go- 
ing to be in Pat's building because 
her fireman friend told her early in 
the picture it was a fire trap. 

Were it not for the ungainly 
knitting of the story throughout 
most of the running time that final 
fire could exonerate ail other pros« 
duction faults. 

Johnny Mack Brown, as Charlia, 
Fireman No. 1, impresses more ag 


& wealthy main about town with his 


(Continued on page 23) 
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23 in the East 
Atlanta, Ga. WSB 
Baltimore, Md. WBAL 
Boston, Mass. WNAC 
Buffalo, N. Y. . WBEN 
Charlotte, N. C. WBT 
Chicago, Ill. | KYW 
Cincinnati, Ohio WSAI 
Cincinnati, Ohio WLW 
Cleveland, Ohio WHK 
Detroit, Mich. | WIR 
Hartford, Conn. , WDRC 
Milwaukee, Wis. WTMJ 
Nashville, Tenn. ' WSM 
New York, N. Y. WOR 
Philadelphia, Pa. WCAU 
Pittsburgh, Pa. WCAE 
Portland, Maine WCSH 
Providence, R. I. WEAN 
Richmond, Va. . WRVA 
Rochester, N. Y. WHAM 
Schenectady, N.Y. WGY 
Utica, N.Y. WIBX 
Worcester, Mass. . WTAG 

41 in the West 
Amarillo, Texas WDAG 
Bakersfield, Calif. | KERN 
Bellingham, Wash. KVOS 
Boise, Idaho KIDO 
Casper, Wyoming KDFN 
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico XEJ 
Dallas, Texas KRLD 
Denver, Colo. KLZ 
Enid, Okla. KCRC 
Fresno, Calif. KMJ 
Honolulu, H. I. KGMB 
Houston, Texas 4 
Joplin, Miss. WMBH 
Kansas City, Miss. WHB 
Klamath Falls, Ore. KFJI 
Las Cruces, New. Mexico KOB 
Long Beach, Calif. KFOX 
Los Angeles, Calif. KNX 
Los Angeles, Calif. KHJ 
Medford, Ore. KMED 
Ogden, Utah KLO 

lahoma City, Okla. KFJF 
Omaha, Neb. Wow 
Phoenix, Ariz. KTAR 
Pocatello, Idaho KSEI 
Portland, Ore. KOIN 
Pueblo, Texas KGHF 
Sacramento, Calif. KFBK 
Salt Lake City, Utah KSL 
San Francisco, Calif. KFRC 
San Bernardino, Calif. KFXM 
San Diego, Calif. KGB 
Santa Barbara, Calif. KDB 
Seattle, teil > “ L 
Spokane, Wash. 
gpm Mo. K we 
Stockton,- Calif. KWG 
Tulsa, Okla. KVOO 
Walla Walla, Wash. K UJ 
Wichita, Kan. © KFH 
Yakima, Wash. KIT 
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MILLIONS EAGERLY AWAITS 
“CHANDU” ON YOUR SCREEN 


64 powerful stations... broadcasting nightly ...for months 
...“Chandu” hit of the air. Never before in history 
such an advance build-up. You cash in...no matter where 
you are... without lifting a finger. The picture’s a pip... 
crammed to the last frame with weird thrills...a natural 
even without the advance plug. That’s Fox showmanship! 


CHANDU 


EDMUND LOWE 
BELA LUGOSI 


IRENE WARE HENRY B. WALTHALL 


From the radio drama by Harry A. Earnshaw, Vera M. Oldham and 
R. R. Morgan. Directed by Marcel Varnel and William C. Menzies 
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tailored clothes and roadster. On 
the fire truck and ladder he steps 
right into character, however. 

Noel Francis is cute as the 
pertinent Pat. Director used poor 
judgment in exposing her to a semi- 
closeup during crying scenes be- 
cause Miss Francis does not cry 
prettily. 

George Cooper and Marjorie 
Cooper did what was expected of 
them in the comedy parts, although 
most of the comedy was painfully 
forced. Wel Mow. 





SNIPER 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Soyuzkino production and amkino re- 
lease. Direction and scenario 8S. Timo- 
shenko; photography, V. Donashevsky; sets, 
At the Cameo, N. Y., on 


Evgeni Eney. 
Running time, 70 


grind, week Aug. 25. 
mins. 





Now the Russians tell about the 
terror of war. Here is one time 
when the particular type of propa- 
ganda they want to spread has al- 


ready been spread by others. And 
better. Universal's ‘All Quiet,’ 
Nero’s ‘West Front 1918,’ Natan’s 


‘Crois de Bois’ and BIP’s ‘Battle of 
Gallipoli’ are all on the same sub- 
ject. -And all more impressive, bet- 
ter handled and more worthy films. 

Attempt is made in this one to 
specialize on the particular type of 
brutality connected with sniping. A 
Russian sniper in the French army 
and a Russian sniper in the German. 
For a finish, of course, all the Rus- 
sians on both sides realize that 
they’re fighting for somebody else 
and not accomplishing anything, so 
they throw away their guns and de-" 
camp for Petrograd and freedom. 

Part of the film is synced silent 
and part talker, with the Russians 
again terribly worried by sound. 
They don't know what to do with 
dialog and, unless they can improve, 
mignt be better off to stick to silent 
routine. 

Even the photography is_off in 
this one. Kauf. 


GHOST VALLEY 


RKO-Pathe production and release, star- 
ring Tom Keene. Directed by Fred Allen, 
Story and screen play by Adele Buffington. 
Asst. Dir.. David Lewis, Ted McCord, 
camera. Carroll Clark, art. Earl Wol- 
cott, sound. Wm. Clemens, editor. Cast: 
Merna Kennedy, Mitchell Harris, Billy 
Franey, Harry Bowen, Kate Campbell, Ted 
Adams. At Loew’s New York theatre one 
fay as one-half of a double bill. 





Another attempt to be a little dif- 
ferent from the usual horse libretto, 
but not too far away to lose the 
rough riding and the fist fight and 
not enough story to get in the hair 
of fast action. "Will score. 

Keene is part heir to a property 
in a ghost town. The chief heir is 


Jane Worth, Keene being merely 
the adopted son of the deceased 
owner. The administrator finds gold 
in the supposedly worked out mine 
and plans to buy. He gets Jane to 
the place, but is unable to locate the 
boy, so he hires Keene, not know- 
ing that he is in reality the man he 
is employed to impersonate. Usual 
jumble of clutching hands and other 
claptrap to scare the girl into sell- 
ing, all of which Keene frustrates 
while not revealing his identity. 
Nothing particularly new in 
clutching hands, but it’s newer than 
most of the components of nag nar- 
ratives, and gets more out of the 
idea. Gives Keene a good chance to 
do his stuff and a playup for Merna 
Kennedy. Billy Franey, set for the 
comedy, does not get much chance, 
which is perhaps as well for the 
story, if tough on him, and Mitchell 
Harris does well with the menace. 
Photography not as good as usual 
in these Pathe westerns, but excel- 
lent in some spots, sound good and 
edited to keep things moving at a 
smart clip. The kids will love it. 


Man From New Mexico 


Monogram production and~ release, 
starring Tom Tyler. Directed by J. P. 
McGowan from a magazine story, ‘Fang 


Branded,’ by Fedk. Ryter. Continuity 
and dialog by Harry Hoyt. Edward 
Kull, camera, 


Cast: Caryl Lincoln, Jack Richardson, 
Robt. Walker, Frank Hall, Lewis Sar- 
gent, Blackie Whiteford, Whit- 
taker, Lafe McKee, Frederick > Ryter, 
Jack Long, Wm. Nolte, C. V. Bussey, Lee 
Tinn. 

At Loew's New York theatre one day, 
Aug. 23, as one-half of a double bill. 
Running time, 54 mins. 


Chas, 





Strictly a formula story and yet 
getting above the level in spots 
through a better development of a 
standard script. Can't get out of its 





class, but where westerns are liked 


this will be regarded with a little! 
extra favor. 
This is the one in which the mys- | 


terious stranger turns out to be a 
detective for the Cattlemen's Assn. | 


after he has been under suspicion | 
because he turns a couple of the! 
gangsters loose. But that’s only to| 
win their confidence and gain his} 
way to the stronghold of the band! 
where the heroine‘s father is being | 


held a prisoner. All of that has 
been done before, but a new angle 





is substitution of poisoned cattle for 
changed brands. Gang inject rattle- 
snake venom instead of a serum in 
the hope of depleting the stock of 
the heroine’s father and causing 
him to sell, 

Tyler turns in a nice performance 
and is well backed by Caryl Lin- 
coln, as the heroine, who can act in- 
telligently and rides like a trooper. 
Western heroines who can do some- 
thing besides looking foolish are 
pretty scarce these days, and Miss 
Lincoln in welcome. Another de- 
parture is a lightening of the vil- 
lany. The men are not permitted 
to overact, nor does the script 
create situations encouraging them 
to. 
ing, but just for once the hero gets 
licked. 

Photography generally good and 
sometimes better than that, sound 
even and production well made. 


. . 
Schoen Ist Die Manoe- 
. 
verzeit 
(‘Beautiful Maneuver Time’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Fettfilm production. World Trade release 
in U. 8. Directed by Eric Schoenfelder; 
manuscript, Dr. Johannes Brandt and Dr. 
Josef Than; music, Mare Roland. At the 
Hindenburg, N. Y., on grind run beginning 
Aug. 14. Running time, 80 mins. 

Baroness von Wittonau.......... Ida Wuest 
Lola... -Gret! Theimer 
Fritzi.... eee eee eeeereeeter 
Vera. dow 
Bee. -ccccccdoce Seer teat eeeeers 
Colonel von Koppen.........Eugen Neufeld 
Major von Bieberstein........Albert Paulig 
Sergeant Sc eccctbecovcecs Oscar bo 
Klapper: sscescsecseceess+-Paul Heidemann 
MArie...eeeecceesseseess Vicky Werkmeister 
Anna. 000s seep eceprecccececs smemees Walter 
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For a while German film custom- 
ers showed an interest in military 
comedies. That was a dangerous 
thing te do. Every film producer in 
the empire immediately dusted off a 
stack of uniforms and got busy. The 
avalanche has continued for over a 
year now and still going. Maybe in 
the early stage this one could have 
stood up. At present it’s pretty 
weak. 

It’s one of those farce things with 
a lot of soldiers and a lot of young 
girls and spring maneuvers and 
love, sweet love. At the end there 
are 14 or 16 marriage announce- 
ments. 

Most of the funny situations have 
been done too often previously to 
seem funny; all the music is remin- 
iscent and none of the acting is 
good. Ida Wuest in her usual old- 
maid role is about the best. Gretl 
Theimer, Albert Paulig, Pagl Heide- 
mann, Vicky Werkmeister and Os- 
car Sabo may mean a couple of 
nickels in the box offices of strictly 
Teutonic nabes. Kauf. 


KYRITZ-PYRITZ 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Carl Heinz Wolff production and World 
Trade Exchange release for U. 8S. Starring 
Max Adalbert. Direction Carl Heinz Wolff. 
Adaptation by Franz Rauch from the stage 
play by Wilken and Justinus. Music, Aus- 
tin Egen and Bert Reisfeld. At the Hin- 
denburg, N. Y. Running time, 85 minutes. 

Cast including Henry Bender, Paul Hoer- 
binger, Hansi Arnstedt, Magda Elgen, Lotte 
Stein, Harry Halm, Gustl Stark-Gatetten- 
mauer, Otti Dietze, Lillian Ellis, Eugen 
Rex, Paul Westermeier, Paul Heidemann 
and Herman Picha, 








Still another German farce built 
around the business of an a. k. try- 
ing to hide the daughter resultant 
from a youthful escapade. 

Not only is there no plot original- 
ity, but the pace is even more ele- 
phantine than usual in German 
comedies. And there is nothing— 
not even acting—to justify its ex- 
istence. 

Max Adalbert, one of Germany’s 
best actors, is rapidly ruining his 
reputation by constant appearance 
in hopeless films of this sort. In 
this one he seems to have lost heart 
completely. He doesn’t even try to 
redeem things. Others in the cast 
don’t deserve any more. Kauf. 


Criez-Le Sur Les Toits 


(‘Shout It From Housetops’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Aug. 18. 

Paramount Joinville Production. Para- 
mount release. Directed by Charles Anton. 
Adapted by Saint Granier and Paul Schil- 
ler from the play by Roi Cooper Megrue 
and Walter Hackett, ‘It Pays to Adver- 
tise.’ Starring Saint Granier. Featuring 
Robert Burnier, Simone Heliard and 
Pauley. Also Edith Mera, Jacques Ver- 
ennes and Hubert Daix. Running time 90 
minutes, Paramount, Paris, Aug. 15. 





One of the last Saint Granier 
efforts for Paramount before he 
left the company. Obviously a 
photographed play made by a man 
minding more stage gags than kine- 
matic action. 

Girls practically non-existent in 
the story, with Pauley given the 
real starring part as the fat soap 
manufacturer adverse to publicity 
at first, but won over to advertising 
when his rakish son successfully 
floats a rival company by advertis- 
ing, 

Direction, photo, sound and pro- 
duction all make this a programmer 
which will be accepted by audiences 
without any difficulty, especially in 
the nabes and provinces where 
Saint Granier'’s name is one to con- 
jure with. It is obviously made for 
such an end and makes no pretence 
at being of international value. 


Marzi. 


DDT SPER Pe gt 


Usual stiff fighiS and nard ria®” 


LAW OF THE NORTH 


A Trem Carr production and Monogram 
release starring Bill Cody and Andy Shu- 
ford. Directed by Harry Frazer. Story 
by Harry Frazer. Archie Stout and Will 
Cline, camera. Cast: Nadine Dore, W. L. 
Thorne, A. St. John, Heinie Conklin, Gil 
Pratt, Lew Short. At Loew's New York 
theatre one day, Aug. 16, as one half of 
a double bill. Running time, 51 mins. 


Authors evidently figured that the 
card scene from ‘The Girl of the 
Golden West’ would make a _ swell 
finish, but they lacked Belasco’s 
knack of getting it over. No ten- 
sity.or punch. Juat fair of its kind. 
Otherwise this is the plot in which 
the nero, wrongfully accused of 
murder, breaks away to prove his 
innocence, Gets a little variety in 
that it is the girl who does the 
clean-up. 

Cody is supposed to have plugged 
one of the neighbors, but the body 
cannot be produced because the girl 
has taken the man to her cabin and 
revive? him, Instead of telling the 
court about it she merely warns 
the crooked justice to be sure the 
man is dead and Cody’s friends 
spring him. A little thought would 
reveal this yarn as illogical and im- 
plausible, but hankerers after the 
horse ops don’t bother to think, so 
they’re satisfied. Plenty of riding, 
but not so much of the usual fist 
fight, though there was plenty of 
room, the film running nine minutes 
short of the hour. 

Cody and Shuford about as usual. 
Nadine Dore is pretty when she 
gets the lights, which is not very 
often. Western heroines do not 
rate’ much attention around the 
studios. W. L. Thorne is a bit too 
heavy as the judge. 

Photography and sound both 
good. Direction fair. A good 
enough couble, but a weak single, 


AZAIS 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Aug. 4. 


Merly production. WHaik release. Starring 
Max Dearly. Directed by Rene Hervil. 
From the play by Georges Berr and Louis 
Verneuil. Dialog by Maudru, Registered 
Gaumont Peterson Poulson, 93 mina, 
Colisee, Paris, Aug. 2. 











Film was made, with Haik 
financing, from the legit hit. It is 
wholly a Max Dearly film, with the 
veteran legit star clowning his part 
in a legit way and the rest of the 
cast over acting. Dialog is fre- 
quently too long, needlessly slowing 
up the action, with library scenic 
shots as filler. However, Pierre 
Stephen, who does the part of the 
piano teacher, is worth mentioning 
as acting more naturally than the 
rest. Also Paul Clercet, who does 
the A.D.C, 


Injection of acts in superfluous 
numbers but without interest makes 
it appear that producer had to use 
up old contracts. None worth men- 
tioning. 


Direction, photo and sound indif- 
ferent, but the story would be worth 
using and remaking entirely, as 
demonstrated by the stage success 
which had an appeal to the masses 
on account of its entertaining quali- 
ties and subtle psychology. Azais 
is the name of an ancient philos- 
opher who contends that happiness 
and sorrow are balanced in every- 
body’s life. This happens to the 
piano teacher, who, after having 
been always unfortunate, suddenly 
ties up with an eccentric million- 
aire, done by Max Dearly, and finds 
fortune and love. Mazi, 


DER HEXER 


(‘The Sorcerer’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Aug. 4. 

Ondra-Lamac Film production and Sued- 
film release. After Edgar Wallace's de- 
tective story. Manuscript, Knut Borris and 
G. Water. Dzrection, Karl Lamac. Gen- 
eral management, Arthur Hohenberg. Pho- 
tography, Otto Heller. Music, Jara Benes 
and Arthur Guttmann. Recorded on Tobis- 
Klangfilm. 

Cast: Maria Solveg, Vera Engels, Fritz 
Rasp, Paul Richter, Paul Henkeis, Leopold 
Kramer, Karl Ettlinger, Karl Walter 
Meyer, Karl Forest, Franz Schafheitlin. 
At Atrium, Berlin. Running time, 68 mins. 





The picture is a fight between 
Edgar Wallace and the director, 
Karl Lamac. Director Karl Lamac 
and Authors Knut Borris and G. 
Water have done all they could to 
make a bad film out of a thrilling 
crime story, but they did not suc- 
ceed entirely. 


Certainly not much is left of the 
criminal story. Episudes of the 
story hardly noticed and only used 
as atmosphere are shown as impor- 
tant in the picture’s development. 
Work is without spontaneity, with- 
out interest. 


The audiences here were disposed 
to jeer. Each scene seems to go 
against the next one. Even as ex- 
cellent an actor as Fritz Rasp be- 
comes artificial under Karl Lamac’s 
directing. Only Karl Ettlinger as 
Hackitt in his smiling humor re- 
mained more or less untouched by 
poor direction. He brings needed 
comedy into the picture. Sound re- 
production sometimes 
| photography only fair, 





Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


probably would bé a healthy sign 
as a preparation for a new move- 
ment upward. In the trade it is be- 
lieved Loew's will encounter re- 
sistance in the area just below 40, 
but should zoom once it has crossed 
that bav-rier, which represents the 
level of heavy transactions early last 
year, 

Radio was in the forefront of yes- 


y;terday’s intermittent siirge which 


appeared in a few stocks, going to 
a new top for the year at 10%. 
RKO benefited through its relation- 
ship with RCA. Others were rela- 
tively quiet and steady. 


Amusements Climb Fast 


Amusement group climbed all last 
week practically without interrup- 
tion, gains aggregating 35 points, 
and two issues topping their best 
previous figures for the year. The 
two were Columbia Pictures and 
Loew's, former at 14% and the lat- 
ter at 36%, both stocks closing the 
week at the top. 

Meanwhile bonds failed to keep 
pace with equity shares. Many of 
the obligations made new tops on 
the recovery, put they were subject 
to several realizing setbacks and 
the active issues were materially 
off from their best as the week 
came to its close. 

A good deal of significance was 
attributed to the difference in ac- 
tion of the two classes of securities, 
a difference that applied in like 
manner to the whole field of indus- 
trials, particularly to the rail group. 

Out of the surprise and puzzle- 
ment with which the mass of out- 
side traders have regarded the 
amazing turnaround of the market, 
there came a2 more or less crystal- 
lized conviction that the entire 
movement was based on expecta- 
tion in high financial quarters of a 
coming time of inflation, encouraged 
by the national administration for a 
double end: to aid its political for- 
tunes and because the administra- 
tion believes it is the only available 
method of getting the country out 
of its depression. 

Probably the thing that clinched 
trading views aiong this’ line was 
the continued buying from abroad, 
where the nations all have been 
through the inflationary program. 
There they know its temporary 
stimulating effects. They also know 
its probable aftermath. But either 
foreign buyers have reason to be- 
lieve that the United States can 
control artificial inflation, or they 
propose to take profits and retire 
before the penalties of financial 
whoopee get to work. 


Film lIndustry’s State 


The amusement business ought to 
be among those most benefitted by 
an easy money and credit policy by 
the government, since it would en- 
courage public spending, and the 
performance of the active shares 
in the group gave ample evidence 
that market operators realized thetr 
advantage. I'ilm stocks in the fore- 
front of the ticker spot light all 
week, Paramount reached a total 
turnover approximating 200,000 
shares; Radio exceeded the double 
century; Loew transactions amount- 
ed to nearly 190,000 and Warner 
Bros. about the same. The big elec- 
trics moved in enormous voiume, 
Westinghouse, above 40, making a 
new top sincc last autumn on vol- 
ume of 222,000. In Gen. Electric 
368,000 shares changed hands. 

Brilliant performance of the com- 
mon stocks as against the bonds 
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confirms the inflation idea, Earne- 
ings of corporations rise during 
easy money times and the share- 
holder’s rewards are in proportion, 
while the return to bond investors 
remains fixed regardless of protits, 
while the purchasing power of the 
fixed yield declines. 

Probably part of the market ad- 
vantage that accrues to the theatre 
issues arises from the realization 
that the wicture business is in a 
position to berefit greatly from freer 
public spending, since it has put 
into force many drastic economies 
and high and low the old system of 
drunken sailor financing has been 
abandoned. 

It is freely predicted in Wall 
Street and on Broadway that under 
the new regime, it is possible, with 
the reform that has taken place 
within the industry and with any 
kind of break in general business 
revival, several of the large com- 
panies, recently desperately hard 
pressed, can end the current year 
out of the red. This view assumes 
that the producers will make good 
their recent promises of relecses 
calculated to bring the people back 
to the theatre, and an improvement 
in the business situation that will 
encourage everybody to loosen up 
in the personal and family budget. 


Grosses Bring Cheer 


Already a number of conspicu- 
ously better grosses in the big 
Broadway picture houses have at- 
tracted Wall Street’s attention as 
giving evidence that the usual au- 
tumn revival of interest in the the- 
atre has begun thus early to man- 
ifest itself under the spur of at- 
tractive pictures and stars. First 
week of the Marx Bros, film at the 
Rialto was cited, one commentator 
pointing out that the film brought 
$50,000 to the box office compared to 
a June slump week of $12,000. The 
same week the Paramount showed 
$60,000 compared to a July aver- 
age of around $45,000. 

Besides lower film cost, reduced 
salaries and lower theatre rentals 
for the large chains, there is an- 
other element of saving in the fact 
that already several embarrassed 
producers have begun to show the 
results of heavy charge offs. 

Producers generally charge off 
film cost within a year of release 
so that they already have disposed 
of the heavy negative cost of 1930- 
81 high priced pictures and from 
now on these film amortization 
charges will apply to pictures that 
cost less and consequently the 
charge-offs will be smaller. 

A recet survey covers’this phase. 
Warner inventories were down to 
$12,000,000 compared to $25,000,000 a 
year ago and amortization charges 
are at the rate of $20,000,000 com- 
parea with $28,000,000 fer the pre- 
vious year. As far back as Dec. 
31, Fox inventories were down to 
$17,000,000 from $21,000,000 a year 
before and amortization was $2,000,- 
000 below the previous year. 

In the case of Paramount and 
Loew inventories remain unchanged, 
reflecting the view of the manage- 
ment that production quality must 
be maintained and economies must 
be brought about in other direc- 
tions. 

In this connection it is probably 
true that Loew’s through its Metro- 
Goldwyn policy has built itself a 
vest amount of good will, even at 
heavy cost in outlay by maintaining 
high standards of release, through 
the slump, and this effort undoubt- 
edly has earned it much prestige 
with the fan public, a prestige that 
should bear fruit on the return of 
the people to the theatre with bet- 
ter times. 


Summary, for week ending Aug. 27: * 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
——1932—__, Net che. 
High, Low. Sales, Issue and rate, High Low. Last. for wk. 
2% re Pee SO errr ee + a 1% bid 
Oe 1 1,000 Consol, Film. .cccshaces vonnene ‘ 3% 3% 3% % 
14% 4% 12,300 Columbia P. Vtc..ccccccscssesse 14% 11% 14% +2% 
11% 2% 4,700 Conaol.- Film ptd...ccccecssosece ° 7 6 a +r% 
87% 35% 38,200 Kastman Kodak (3)...eccsseces ° 2 51 59% +8% 
5% 1 45,000 Fox, Class A 5% 4% 5% +1 
26% 8% 368,700 Gen, Elec. (40c.). 20% 18 20% +2 
25 i... tvwee Keith pfd, (7) oe ows 17 bid 
386% 13% |) ff 2 Fereerrrs ccocotccces «20% 31 36 +5% 
76 39 900 Do pref. (6%) eeeeee eee eeeeeee 76 72% 76 +8 
4 2% 200 Madison Sq. Garden.....sceseee 4 3% 4 + % 
14 100 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)..... eccose 19% 19% 19% + % 
14% 3% 110 Orpheum pfd..... oF. ecceedee 2a 114% 116 0 Ul *% 
11% 24 = 10D, GOO Pare oss ance odasccctdkrtcce 8% 6% 8% +1% 
1% Y% 6,500 Pathe Exchange......... cocecee 1 " 1 
5% 1% 0.900 ' Patne,” Class By occsmocenssvcs - 4% 3% 4 
10% 2% $204,400 Radio Corp... ecco Cove on 8% 9% +% 
7 1% SR.aee MO <cedictese eootooes eeoee 6 5% 5% + % 
1% ly i SE wae besnnensceaseineet es ‘ % “ % 
40 Universal pref. (8)..... besaséca Je 35 35 +4 
4W% 14 97,700 Warner Bros....... hb oane conan ° 4 3% 3% + % 
20 200 BPO PEG. vc scccvecsesseesarcsage . 12% 12 12 +1% 
10% 15% 222,400 Westinghouse ......ccececee oson 36% 338% +1% 
CURB 
14 4% 600 Columbia Picts......sccees eoose « 12% 14 +2% 
1% % 4,300 De Forest RFadio...... Keo kbiee — Ve 1g 
1% . See Fag Theatres®......cscoccssece . *- . 
2 1 3,300 Gen. Thea. EB. 1 tk S +% 
4% % 5,900 Teqghnicolor ........ 4% 2 4% +1% 
2 % Gee Wee “OM. + vo belancas cvwcoces a 2% 1% 1’ + % 
BONDS 
™ 1 $91,000 Gen. Theat. Eq. '40 (Note)..... 6 5 5% + &% 
63 24 ee ee (OD, Eiecrecenersesesvcee 45% 44 154% +6% 
90 61 mae Gee. Be “Oiiss sc cbccedscescee 90 89 59 
8014 49 ee a Perr ares, 61% 66 +5 
605% 13 77,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ’47....0.- » 50% 40 44% 0 — + 1h 
55 10% 311,000 Par-Pub 54's, ’59......cccc0080 «s 4 40 42% +2 
104% 50 Te See, GO OBiscscanieveseeeed ° $1 78 81 —b 
4 1% SE MOWONE. WE, ow icccncsscceus . 4 3% 4 +1 
40 9% 253,000 Warner Bros. 6'6, '39..cccceee . 30% 31% + % 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked 
% 2 eevee mony, Claes A. iGO). occtaves oo “ - we 
Note—Gen. Theatre cfs. 4% high, 3% low, 3% last. 


* Fox Theatres suspended from trading. 
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This Business 
of TRAILERS! 


To supply trailers regularly to theatres requires 
forethought, planning, ORGANIZATION. This 
is not a hit-or-miss matter, not’a side line inci- 
dental to some other business. THIS IS A BUSI- 
NESS IN ITSELF—a highly improved cog in the 


machinery of purveying amusements to the 





public. 





Our trailer business did not spring into being 
full-grown. Its inception is rooted in the begin- 
nings of the motion picture, and its development 
has kept pace—through alternating periods of 
hardship* and-success—with the growth of thé 


industry. 


Today our trailers are supplied to. Exhibitors 
through a highly organized service which “is 


the result of years of experience in meeting 





the needs of theatres of all classes in -all parts 
of the country. The requirements of these 
theatres have built that great SERVICE INSTITU- 


TION in the motion picture business which is 


known as 





Every showman knows EN 


National 
the value of SELLING 


Screen 
fee Service $[Bepiwneiie 


from the Makers ™ speak to an audience 
: : itti dy for their 

oF the. ania § PNCEAVEVa\o(-@ We-VEC-V eM message, an audience 
Finest Trailers | m 100% willing to be sold. 
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Warn Billing Can 
‘Close Theatres; 
- ‘Captive’ Marked 


Warning that censor boards in 
g@everal states are on the warpath, 
production overseers are hurriedly 
bringing to the attention of theatre 
owners the fact that scisser author- 
ity does not end when a picture is 
approved. A theatre front deemed 
salacious may result in the house 
being closed and the license revoked 


‘by the same authorities who okayed 
the program, 


Pennsylvania and New York are 
the first to tighten. In the case of 
Pennsylvania the state board ex- 
tended its authority to the point 
where it threatened to withdraw the 
license of a Warner house in Phila- 
delphia unless ig pulled down ex- 
ploitation matter on ‘Blond Captive’ 
(Col). This is the first time, film 
executives say, that censors have 
threatened such action, 

Although ‘Captivé,’ an Australian 
made film, has been in release for 
some time, the billing given it at 
Loew’s State, New York, focused at- 
tention of officials on it for the first 
time. Reading matter here dealt with 
miscegenation. Advertising matter 
gotten out by Columbia, the dis- 
tributor, is held by Haysites not in 
violation of the advertising code but 
strictly the fault of individual the- 
atres. 


1-Yr. Labor Agreement 
Up in Wash. This Week 


Washington, Aug. 3. 
General wage scale reduction and 
possibility of heavy layoffs are 
faced by organized theatre em- 
Ployees as the end of the one-year 
@greement with owners draws near. 


Projectionists have already agreed 
to salary cuts running on the aver- 
age from 10 to 15%. This includes 
the operators in all the neighbor- 
hood and smaller film houses, as 
well as the large first-runs, Stage 
hands have agreed to a 7% cut with 
regard to those members employed 
in local legit houses, the National 
and Belasco. 

Stage hands, among whose ranks 
a@re included the electricians, are 
asked to agree to a 25% slash and 
an approximate 50% cut in man 
power. Union states it is willing 
to agree to a 15% wage reduction, 
but would stubbornly resist efforts 
for further wage lowering and cur- 
tailment of man power. 

Musicians have been asked to 
take a 25% drop in the film houses 
and a one-third slash in the legit 
theatres. Union officials said they 
would oppose such a demand vig- 
orously. 

All groups involved have one-year 
agreements which expire’ this 
Wednesday (31). 














Loop RKO Ballyhoo Is 


~« Concession to Manager 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Through his personal popularity 
with the boys in City Hall Frank 
Smith, manager of the Palace, got 
a sidewalk-to-sidewalk banner hung 
on Randolph street on behalf of 
RKO's ‘Greater Show Season.’ 

Politicians generally refuse this 
privilege to anyone and such ban- 
ners are seen only at election time. 

Spotted at intersection of State- 
Randolph banner plugs both Palace 
and State-Lake. 





BOMBER GETS YEAR 
Milwaukee, Aug. 29. 

Stanley Carey, 18, who manufac- 
tured his own stench bombs accord- 
ing to formulas he learned in high 
school, and planted them in local 
theatres for the fun of it, was sen- 
tenced to a year in Green Bay re- 
formatory. 

No further bombings since the ap- 
prehension of Carey. 


MIDWESCO RESIGNATIONS 
Milwaukee, Aug. 29. 
Al Kvool, Fox Midwesco state dis- 
trict manager; Edward Vollendorf, 





of the booking department, and Joe 
Kinski, city district manager, have 
resigne.d. 


Jacocks East as F-WC 
Booking Situation Clears 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

After six weeks with . Charles 
Skouras working on booking situa- 
tions for F-WC, Don Jacocks left 
Friday (26) for New York. 

Jacocks was sent to coast by 
Spyros Skouras, te assist in F-WC 
realignment, 





—— 


Exploitation 


(Continued from page 19) 


not so much for the direct result as | 
to get people in the habit of drop- 
ping around to look at the lobby. 

One recent gag involved an old 
magical illusion. A sheet of clear 
glass was borrowed from @ glazier 
and set at an angle of 45 degrees 
in a side of a box, the glass being 
upright and not tilted, as in the case 
of most of these illusions. Back of 
the glass was placed a picture of 
the star, and off to one side, parallel 
to the glass but out of sight of the 
spectator, was a brightly colored an- 
nouncement card with the title and 
sales copy. 

A sort of walking beam arrange- 
ment was used to assure that one 
light illuminating the picture back 
of the glass would be off when that 
illuminating the title card was on, 
and vice versa. When the card was 
lighted it was reflected in the glass, 
but seemed to be the same distance 
back of the glass that the card 
really was in front of it. With the 
card dark and the other light on the 
portrait showed up. It bothered a 
lot of people to figure out, so it held 
their interest, 


Toy Hunt 
Fort Dodge, Ia. 








Kids were in their ellement when 
‘Bring "Em Back’ played the Rialto. 
Manager Jess Day staged a stunt 
redolent of Easter time and the 
annual egg hunt. Only this time it 
was toy animals. 

Fifty toys, all bearing tickets, 


to tickets, toys Lecame property of 
the finder. 





ito the show anyway. 











RKO’s ‘Newsette’ 


New York. 

Blanche Livingston, for years in 
charge of publicity at the Fox, 
Brooklyn, has taken over editing of 
‘Newsette,’ RKO theatre magazine 
giveaway, prepared for all the 
Greater met houses, She succeeds 
Isabelle Heath. 





Flying Hostesses 
Berlin. 
For the opening of ‘Hell Divers,’ 
at the Capitol, Metro persuaded two 
women fiying aces, Elli Beinborn 
and Marga von Etzdorf, to welcome 
the first-night patrons and to give 
short talks from the stage. 
Opening took on a social atmos- 
phere and it helped create word-of- 
mouth, 





Plane and a Siren 
Denver, 

Everyone in Denver knew ‘Doctor 
X’ was at the Paramount—Dick 
Adams, publicity director, saw to 
that. 

For three nights a plane flew over 
the town for an hour, under which 
was an eight-foot ‘X’ in neon. 

A siren on the plane was success- 
ful in routing folks out into the 
yard to see what it was all about. 

—_——— 


Using Puzzles 
Winnipeg. 

Sil Gunn, at the Iyceum, bought 
the entire stock of 5,000 puzzles 
from a local dealer and applied 
them to exploiting a picture. 

Puzzles were given out every 
morning as the house opened, and 
the first 15 to solve them were ad- 
mitted free. 


Human Billboards 

Paramount is making free use of 
human billboards and the idea is 
bound to spread around. It will be 
only a temporary novelty since the 
cost of the human figures will pres- 
ently exceed the extra returns the 
stunt will bring. But for putting 
over a picture in a big way it is 
a@ sure clicker, no matter what the 
size of the town. 

Not a new idea, but it’s almost 
new on revival and it would be a 
great stunt with which to open the 
fall season or to use in putting over 
a picture that really will make good | 
for the extra effort. 

One thing to remember, particu- 
larly in the small towns, is that 
everyone can and will see it. Unless 
the entire town is jazz minded, it 
will be well not to go too much 
into the use of half clad models. 
Make them attractive but avoid 
annoying those who would not come 





were spotted outdoors. In addition |. 








Double Value 


Baltimore. 


Using a news clip as a trailer was jf 
the idea for the tab version of ‘Rio | 
Rita’ at the Loew Century, under | 

(Continued on puge 38)  ~—=s'! 
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SEND FOR THESE MATS! 


Address M-G-M Ad. Dept., 1540 Broadway, N.Y.C. We will supply them without cost to youl 
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It is important that you screen“Blondie Soh; Y; ~~. | 
of the Follies” at once! It has leaped into | 4 
the forefront of box-office news in its 
first engagements. [t is comparable only 
to the greatest pictures of Marion Davies’ 
career, such as “Little Old New York” 
and “‘Marianne.” You will see“Blondie” 
in many head-lines of the trade press 
during coming weeks. There are big 
grosses in store for this picture.Get yours! 
w 
7 TT . 


P.S.— Did you take our tip on “Speak Easily?” Well, here’s another hot tip! 


' 
‘ 
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RKO No Member, BBB 
| Jazzes Up Smash Cincy 
Bally on ‘Back Street’ 


Cincinnati, Aug. 29. 

Town talk for the current screen- 
ing of ‘Back Street’ at the RKO 
Palace was created last week when 
city authorities made the theatre 
management remove the greatest 
downtown bally ever pulled here. 
The exploitati.n was in the form of 
red, white and blue banners and 
signs stretched across Sixth street 
from Vine to Walnut, in which 
square the theatre is located. The 
signs read: ‘Congratulations, World 
Premiere, ‘Back Street’.’ and were 
printed in red on white. Stamped 
in small black type, not visible from 
the sidewalk, was a line under ‘Con- 
gratulations’ reading: ‘To the 6th 
st. B. M. C.’ 

All the shootin’ was in honor of 
the Cincy locale of Fannie Hurst's 
story which was further celebrated 
with a Hollywood opening, the third 
such splash for this city. 

The street decorations were in 
evidence for 48 hours before the 
signs were taken down, the patriotic 
bunting being permitted to remain 
until after the Hollywood splurge 
Friday (26) night. Removal was 
on the grounds that no permit for 
advertising of the sort is allowed by 
city ordinances. Agitation against 
the bally was stirred up by the Bet- 
ter Business Bureau, which claimed 
that the showing of ‘Back Street’ 
here was not a world premiere, the 
film having already shown on the 
West Coast and in Denver. 

RKO does not contribute to the 
operation of the Better Business 
Bureau, 





U Asks $2,146 from L. A. 
Exhib for Unplayed Pix 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


Universal Film Exchange has 
brought a Municipal court suit 
against Mark M: Hansen, of the 
Marquis Marcal to collect $2,146 
film rentals for U pictures not 
played. 

Suit claims Marquis failed to 


pick up 22 features, 77 comedies and 
two serials, and Marcal 27 features, 
83 comedies and two scrials. 

















Announcing that 


ALFRED E. FIEGEL 


Outdoor Advertising 
110 East 42 Street 


New York 
has no connection with the 
Fiegel Corporation, 15 Park 


Row, the bankruptcy of which 
Was announced in the New 
York newspapers Thursday, 
August 25, and is in no way 
affected by this bankruptcy 
proceeding. 


























FANCHON< MARCO: 





+ featured Acts 





FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 


EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 


“Gus Edward’s Radio Stars” 














FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 


WILTON CRAWLEY 


‘The Thunder Storm of Jazz’ 


With HOT LIPS—HOT HIPS 
‘NIGHT CLUB?’ Idea 














ALDINE REOPENING 


WB Philly Spot's Reserved Seat 3- 
a-Day Try—Going Artistic 





Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 

The Aldine theatre, Warner house 
which used to play roadshow attrac- 
tions but dark for a year and a half, 
will reopen shortly under a new 
policy. 

Artistic and cout-of-the-ordinary 
pictures, plus educationals, news- 
reels and special features, will be 
offered by WB with a reserved seat 


policy. Three instead of two shows 
a day. Times will be 1 p. m., 3.30 
and 38.39. First film may be ‘Back 


Street’ (U). 





F-WC Retaining Present 
Policy at Hollyw’d Pan 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Fox West Coast, in its operation 


of the Hollywood Pantages, will con- 


tinue house second run and F-M unit 
policy for several weeks, Charles 
Skouras was unable to reach a day- 
and-date. release agreement with 
Loew's State. 

Occasionally, first run _ pictures, 
not set downtown, will be.spotted 
at the Pan, which may also get sec- 
ond run on product prior to show- 
ing at the Fox Wilshire,..-FWC 
took the Pan over last week. 





Div. Mgrs. Will Handle 
RKO Realty Matters 


Future RKO real estate and prop- 
erty management is to be handled 
by RKO division managers. All 
brokers hitherto employed in spots 
are to be let out. 

Circuit is also taking the Palace 
theatre building, New York, away 
from the present realty managers 
and turning it over to its own real 
estate department. Figure the build- 
ing can save around $12,000 in 
carrying charges this way. Building 
costs RKO something like $36,000 
annually to handle. 





Kurtzman Travels 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

After summering here, Charley 
Kurtzman got his marching papers 
last week and returns to the oper- 
ating department of Publix under 
Milton Feld. He goes first to De- 
troit to reopen the Paramount there 
and will later tackle Toledo, con- 
sidered the toughest of Publix as- 
signments. 

Kurtzman, former divisional man- 
ager for Publix in California, was 
with B. & K, temporarily on a com- 
bined assignment for three months. 
He returned to the organization in 
June after an absence in the agency 
business. Kurtzman left for Detroit 
Thursday (25). 


$12,000 EYE SUIT 


Augusta, Me., Aug. 29. 
Suit brought against Maine & 
New Hampshire Theatres Corp. for 
$12,000 for the loss of an eye by 
Miles R. Hawkins. Injury is alleged 
to have taken place in the gallery of 
the Strand theatre in Lewiston, Me., 

at a special matinee for children. 
Boy was hit in the eye by bird- 
shot which another boy had evi- 
dently aimed at an inflated balloon 

in the Hawkins youngsters hand. 





DENY ANTI-TRUST COMPLAINT 


Boston, Aug. 29. 

Judge Lowell has denied a peti- 
tion in Federal Courts brought by 
the Commonwealth Amusement En- 
terprises, of Nashua, N. H., asking 
that Colonial Theatres, Inc., of Bos- 
ton, be adjudged a combination in 
violation of anti-trust laws. 

Plaintiff operates the Park thea- 
tre in Nashua, Legal action based 
on difficulty in procuring feature 
pictures for an independent house. 


PICKETING INJUNCTION 


Arthur Theatres has obtained a 
temporary injunction against strik- 
ing members of the IATSE restrain- 
ing them from picketing its local 
house. 

On advices of counsel, stagehands 
amended signs they were carrying 
but continued to picket houses pend- 
ing attempt of counsel to dissolve 
the injunction. 
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Metro, Fiegel Outdoor 
Adv. Co.’s in Bankruptcy 


Metro Outdoor Advertising Corp. 
land the Fiegel Corp., both con- 
trolled by the same group of bill- 
board operators, filed voluntary pe- 








One Manager’s Idea 





Birmingham, Aug. 29. 
The manager of a theatre 
here, whose name can just as 


Suburban Spots 
Join Anti-Dual 





well be ignored, has high hopes. 

‘Just wait till we get beer,’ titions in bankruptcy with the U. S. 
he declares. ‘We'll pack ‘em District Court. Firms at the same} 
with a free mug of beer with time asked for the appointment of 


each ticket.’ receiverships. 


Fiegel company in 
Talking Shorts 


ship petition estimated the value of | 
(Continued from page 14.) 








its receiver- 





its billboards at $33,000 and con-| 
tracts for space at 

down the liabilities at $70,000, with 
$16,000 of this due on location rent- 





als. 
value of the billboards at $160,000, 
tol is found near the body. The jot contracted accounts, $50,000, debts 
dialog develops that the American | outstanding, $35,000 and trucks, $1¢,- 








was dcublecrossed and murdered | 999 Liabilities were not noted. 
by nis supposed valet, not the £ —s 
blonde. The blonde turns out to! 


be the widow of the London thief. 

After the first few shots in a Lon- 
don apartment setting, the story 
transpires aboard ship. Although 
the story started off with good dia- 
log and action, it lapses into a hasty 
finish with practically no convinc- 
ing action. The solution by dialog 
in closeup leaves customers con- 
fused as to what actually happened 
aboard ship. 

Burnet Hershey handled the con- 
tinuity and dialog, but it may have 
not been his fault that the finish 


Rockford Pool Has Vaude 
On Sundays at Coronado 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

In taking over RKO’s Palace at 
Rockford, Illl., under a pooling ar- 
rangeinent, Pubiix-Great Siates will 
use its own Coronado as the ace 
house. This theatre will play five 
acts of RKO vaudeville on Sundays, 
booked by Dick Bergen, and. will 
have two weekly straight film splits 








is bad, Donald Meek and Betty 
Pierce are remembered from the! throughout the week. 
east list and do okay. Acting as a Palace will be scaled to 10-15-25 
whole is first class. Shan, cents for the sluff first runs. Harold 
Jones will manage the Palace, while 

‘WAR BABIES’ Louis St. Pierre, of the Coronado, 
Kid Comedy will act as city manager. 
15 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. : 

Jack Ha 5 a a directed by 10% BOOTH CUT 

ack rays S , 7 Syracuse, N. Y., Aug. 29. 
Charles Lamont, featuring The First of the theatrical crafts to 


Baby Stars,’:an Our Gang type of 
juvenile troupe in ‘War Babies,’ 
with the cute youngsters engaging 
a triangie situation against a Mex- 
ican (or Spanish) canteen back- 
ground. The boys are of the Lowe- 
McLaglen type of antagonists, 
with the senorita a hot charmer of 
five. However, a little pick nearly 
steals everything. 

Instead of likker, the war babies 
start reeling on generous gobs of 


come to terms with Syracuse major 
houses, is Local 376, operators, 
which signed a new working agree- 
ment Saturday (27). Leaves the 
Skouras-controlled Central New 
York Theatres Corp., as a stand-out 
on its two theatres here. 
Projectionists take a 10% cut with 
working conditions remaining as 
under agreement just expired. Ne- 


au lait. gotiations with musicians and stage 
Engaging because of the juve-|pands continue. 
nility of it all, although it is not é 








altogether without dull spots. 
A Publix’s Chi Opening 

Arthur Mayer will pick some one 
from his advertising staff in New 


‘BIG BUSINESS’ 





Comedy 
18 Mins. York for shifting to Chicago. No 
Mayfair, N. Y. decision as to whom. : 


Radio 


One of the Larry Darmour Mickey 
McGuire series with Mickey and his 
cohorts in rivalry with Stinky 
Davis’ team in a junior. Olympics, 
with Stinky’s dad chairman of the 
committee and ready to help his 
boy out, in spite of which Mickey 
gets the victory. ‘ 

Played for laughs of the ‘usual 
type and getting many of them, 
though the story lacks variety in 
that it sticks too tmuch to the 
games, Depends mostly upon its 


Another man is wanted there by 
Publix as a result of Bill Pine’s re- 
cent transfer to the Coast studio. 





Assume Chicago House 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Max Gumbiner and H. A. Young, 
who individually control several 
pictures houses, have formed a part- 
nership to take over the Drexel at 
43¢ and Halstead. 


$56,000 and set | 


Metro Corp. gave the estimated | 


Move in Chicago 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Suburban houses in Blue Island, 
Chicago Heights, Gary, Harvey and 
Wheaton and other towns which, 
because of their proximity to Chi- 
cago, have been forced into double 
features, will join the Chicago cir- 
cuits and booRing pools in abolish- 
ing the dual nuisance. Downstate 
houses have uniformly escaped the 
policy because of their greater dis- 
{tance from local influence. 

Hope for improved business and a 
good start into the new season 
hinges upon the successful abolish- 
ment of the evil. Everyone is ap- 
parently ready to unite, but if busi< 
ness is affected adversely the prob< 
lem of keeping would-be renegades 
in line will be tough. 

Exchanges are even happier than 
the theatre men at the prospective 
escape from double featuring. In 
substance it has meant that the 
exhibs playing two features paid a 
little more for their show but that 
the distribs inevitably got a little 
less per picture. 

No seriuus union troubles threat< 
en this fall, so the one obstacle to 
full steam ahead is the duals and 
the settlement thereof. Passing of 
Labor Day will see the materializa< 
tion of the negotiations among film 
execs. Double features are expected 





*to be shed by Sept. 15 at the latest. 





Ask for Receivership 
On Penn Theatre Chain 


Reading, Pa., Aug. 29. 

Application made before Federal 
Judge Welsh, in U. S. District Court 
here, for appointment of equity re< 
ceivers for the United Chain The<« 
atres, Inc. Company operates pic< 
ture theatres in Reading, Easton, 
Bethlehem and other Pennsylvania 
cities and in Philadelphia. A heare 
ing will be held. : 

Application was made by receivers 
‘for another concern, Interstate Res- 
idences, Inc., creditor of the defend- 
ant for $10,000.on two notes, , Inter- 
| state alleged insufficiency of funds 
on the part of the theatre company 


| 











to pay its current debts and ine 
efficiency in operation of its thee 
atres., 

Now Booking MARLENE DIETRICH ia 
“I Kiss Your Hand, Madame’’ 
Synchronized Six-Reel Feature j 

STANLEY DISTRIBUTING 
CORPORATION i 
729 Seventh Avenue, New Y 





Telephone Bryant 9-281? 











timeliness for its hit, but good from 











that angle. Will please the chil- 
dren and a lot of grownups, but by 
no means the best of this series. 


‘THE BULLY’ 

‘Flip the Frog’ 
Cartoon 

8 Mins. 

New York, New York 











Celebrating His 





Metro-Goldwyn 

Although it is not especially novel, 
there is amusement in this froggy 
anticgraph that grades it as good 
filler material. 

Boisterous rhythm of the under- 
lying music is synchronized with 
the action and provides a curious 
punch to the inky girations on the 
screen. Flip is attacked by a bully 
outside fight arena and the pro- 
moter invites them in to battle it 
}out in the ring. Flip wins, of 
course, by a reverse k.o. Shan, 





Unions Get Three More 
Downtown L. A. Booths 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Lawrence FE. and Sherrill C. 
| Cohen, operating the Rialto, Olym- 
|pic and Broadway theatres, sub- 
sequent runs, have closed with 
Local 159 following months of nego- 
tiations. Union booth operators are 
jon a six-hour shift, six days week- 
ily, working under conditions similar 
to those at the Tower and Roxie 
‘sien by. 
Only remaining Broadway house 
employing non-union booth men is 
Dalton’s Arcade where policy is 


inte 








7000th 
Appearance 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
AND 
VIOLIN SOLOIST 


DENVER THEATRE 
(Publix) 
DENVER, COLORADO 


Thanks to 


MILTON H. FELD 
BORIS MORROS 
NATHANIEL FINSTON 
LOUIS J. FINSKE 


Thanks to following for 
congratulation telegrams: 


MILTON H. FELD 
BORIS MORROS 
NATHANIEL FINSTON 
PAUL WHITEMAN 
RUBINOFY 
TED LEWIS 








| burlesque, with pictures used as fill- 














} ers. 


DR. HUGO RIESENFELD 
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CHICAGO THEATRE 





AD 





OLPHE DUMON 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 





CHICAGO 
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WASHINGTON 
“Gay, swift... 


the most provocative 
musical in months.” 


ELEANOR WILSON, 


News 





“JEANETTE M 


CHARLIE RUGGLES, CHAS.BUTT 

A ROUBEN MAMOULL 
C1 CParamount 

_ 
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KANSAS CITY 


“The most perfect 
romance ever screened... 
Chevalier’s greatest role.” 


LOWELL LAWRENCE, 
Journal-Post 














TONIGHT 
MacDONALD 


». BUTTERWORTH, MYRNA LOY 
JULIAN PRODUCTION 


punt CpPicture 
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F. & M. 'S SENSATIONAL 
DE LUXE STAGE SHOWS SWEEP 
RECORDS TO 








~ Other F.& M. 


Attractions 
Still Mopping 
Up— 


DESERT 
SONG 


At R-K-O Mainstreet 
—hot pace nudging 





record recently sect. 


by Ted Lewis. \ 


TED 
LEWIS 


No let-up in his tri- 
-umphal march as he 
packs them in Wis- 
consin Theatre, 
Milwaukee. 





FANCHON & MARCO, 


HOLLYWOOD  - 


————— 
a 








NEW HIGHS! 





50 people—majority of them from original cast 
—(by arrangement with Montgomery, Tiernan 
and McCarthy the original producers). 


Now playing to sensational business at 
Pantages, Hollywood, also Just broke all- 
time record at West Coast Theatre, Long 
Beach, Calif. 


FOLLOW THRU 


By arrangement with Schwab and andely: 
cast of 58 including Joe Penner, Olive Olsen and 
Broadway cast. 





Bowling over natives for tremendous laughs 
at Fox, San Francisco, and every other spot 
it’s playing. 


Watch for Ziegfeld’s 
“Whoopee” and “Sally” 





inc. 





Offices 


SAN FRANCISCO - SEATTLE - MILWAUKEE - NEWYORK 


a 


| 





4. 


Bew ne 


a ee eee. Oe ee ee ee ee 





V@63A292 28 Fr "AKRe 


x 


 @} SH Skee 





Srzver 


2 
PU ed 


yy 
ooo 


2 
® o 








y" 
) 











the 








Tuesday, August 30, 1932 


VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 31 








NEWARK TO GET 
BACK STAGE 
SHOWS 


A settlement of the musicians’ 











trouble in Newark is looked for by 
Labor Day. Theatres hope to re- 
sume stuge shows, including those 
of Paramount, RKO and Warners. 
The entire city has been without 
anything on its stages for sometime. 

First step made in progress of 
chains toward peace with the pit 
men is withdrawal by latter of de- 
mand for an extra crew to play sup- 
per shows. It’s now a question of 
scale, with belief that this will not 


_ecause further impasse as the result 
_of appointment by the Newark mu- 


sicmen’s local of a committee of five 
to represent them in future negotia- 
tions. 

According to inside, musicians at 
the time of the walkout asked for an 
increase over their scale, which av- 
eraged between $90 and $100 a man 
in the A stage show theatres, in the 
belief that they were going to be 
asked to take a big cut. 





-RKO’s $50,000 Bond 


Pending Healy-Shubert 
Contract Arbitration 


After the Shuberts threatened to 
enjoin RKO from playing Ted Healy 





‘following his tiff with them, RKO 


put up a bond of $50,000 desired by 
the Shuberts in the event of a law 
suit by them against Healy. 

The Shuberts at the same time 
have asked for arbitration of their 
differences with Healy before the 
American Arbitration Association. 
Date will be set later, though Healy 
and his manager, Paul Dempsey, 
claim there is nothing to arbitrate. 
They insist the Shuberts. broke 
Healy’s contract for his appear- 
ance in ‘Passing Show’ from which 
he walked. , 

Healy opened Saturday at the 
Palace, Cleveland, for RKO at $4,- 
000 and is booked to follow in Cin- 
einnati and Chicago. Time with 
Loew has been discussed without 
contracts as yet arranged. 


VAUDE REINSTATEMENT 
WEST UP TO RKO EXECS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

H. B. Franklin, Phil Reisman, 
Martin Beck, Roxy and Bob Sisk, 
who arrived here Friday night, went 
into a huddle Saturday (27) with 
Cliff Work, Coast division manager, 
regarding the future Coast policy. 

Contemplate making Orpheum 
here ‘A’ class straight picture house 
and reopening Hillstreet with Class 
®’ attractions. 

With the shortage of pictures this 
@eems impractical and likely that at 
@ further meeting they will decide 
fto reinstate vaude on the entire 
Coast, reopening Orpheum, San 
Francisco, and possibly taking back 
Orpheum, San Diego, now operated 
by Fox-West Coast. 


LEE KIDS SPLIT 


Katherine Steps Aside to Let Jane 
Solo as Comedienne 

















Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Jane and Katherine Lee have 
eplit as a vaude act. Jane comes 
west for top spot in Fanchon & 
Marco’s tab version of ‘Whoopee.’ 
Katherine has stepped aside to give 
her sister an opportunity as a single 
gomedienne. 

Francis X. Bushman, Jr., goes 
Into the Bert Gordon unit, ‘Des- 
perate Sam,’ also tab musical 


Olsen-Johnson Upped 
| To $5,500 by RKO 


Olsen and Johnson are being 
Pushed to the middle west folowing 
Sheir showing currently at the Al- 
bee, Brooklyn. Their Palace salary 
Bast week of $5,200 was boosted to 
$5,500 for out-of-town showings in- 
eluding the Albee. 

Olsen and Johnson will show first 
at the Palace, Chicago, following the 
Brooklyn date and then go in for 
RKO in Cleveland and Kansas City. 
Following this they play the Inter- 





What Memories 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Idle vaude performers who 
hang around various places 
waiting to be called on, in 
hopes some one will see them 
and that it will lead to a job, 
are invariably introduced at 
dance marathons, or whatever 
the case may be, as follows: 
‘And next we'll hear from 
You yremembcr~ their 
performances at the Orpheum.’ 
The local Orpheum hasn't 
played vaudeville in almost 
four years. 




















HI-COST LOEW 
SHOWS FOR 
BKLYN 


Loew has decided that, if it can, 
it’s going to slip the queen of spades 
to Publix. and RKO in Brooklyn. 
Means to this end will be the run- 
ning of pictures day and date at the 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn, with the 
Capitol, N. Y. Met is the Loew 
vaude spot across the bridge. Pub- 
lix has its Paramount in Brooklyn 
and RKO the Albee. 

In addition to the faster flicker 
coverage, Loew will also augment 
its vaude bills with the first big 
show penciled for Sept. 9. Inaugu- 
ral stage barrage will include Mor- 
ton Downey, Phil Baker, Leon Errol, 
Aileen Stanley, and Veloz and Yo- 
landa. This conglomeration in per- 
sonnel is along the lines of the stage 
shows with which this circuit has 
been blasting at not only the Cap- 
itol but the Paradise, in the Bronx, 
as well. 

The Paradise, which just recently 
played its first big stage outlay, will 
get three or four more of the kind 
early this fall. 


WITH RENT ON, PALACE 
$9,500 OUT ON 2 WEEKS 


In the two weeks beginning Aug. 
14 that the weekly rent went back 
on the house, the Palace on Broad- 
way has turned red for $9,500. Last 
week with Olsen and Johnson on 
the stage, plus ‘American Madness’ 
(Col), although the house grossed 
$17,600, a good figure, by compari- 
son with past weeks, house lost 
around $1,500. The week’s nut was 
$19,100. 

Previous week with ‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox) and Bill Robinson on the 
stage, house grossed under $12,000, 
losing around $8,000 on the week. 
The Palace weekly rent is over 
$4,000. 














TED HEALY’S STOOGE 
TROUBLE; ONE WALKS 


Stooge trouble for Ted Healy may 
result in legal steps against Shemp 
Howard of the trio, Howard, Fine 
and Howard, who a week ago 
walked out of the Healy act and 
threatened to go out to do the same 
thrée-act he has been doing for 
some time with Mull Howard and 
Larry Fine. Trio had worked alone 
in vaude before signing a contract 
with Healy. 

According to Paul Dempsey, 
Healy’s personal manager, suit will 
be filed for $100 against Shemp 
Howard to cover costs of quickly 
obtaining a new man whén Howard 
vamoosed. Another Howard brother, 
Jerome, has taken his place for the 
time being. 

Healy’s contract with Howard, 
Fine and Howard calls for $450 a 
week. Trouble arose over. division 
of this money’ between the three 
stooges, Shemp Howard demanding 
more money during the State, New 
York, engagement two weeks ago. 
He wanted to walk then but Healy 
kept him from doing it. 

When Howard couldn’t get satis- 
faction on more money from Mull 
Howard and Larry Fine, he made 
demands on Healy for an increase 
and was promptly turned down. 


CAP HAS NEW 
$20,000 ARRAY 











NBC’s Expanded Stage Booking x 
Plans: Talent Scout, Act Stager; 
Cutting, Cowan Under Bill Murray 
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Eveiyn Law Seeks Reno 
Split from Harry Jans 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Evelyn Law is in Reno to get a 
divorce from Harry Jans (Jans and 


Whalen). 
Couple bived here for several 
years, Mrs. Jans having retired 


from stage after her marriage. 


JESSEL-NORMA 
VAUDE ROAD 
SHOW 


George Jessel is lining up his ex- 
ecutive staff for his proposed va- 
riety road show which will be 
headed by Norma Talmadge and 
himself. Couple are currently play- 
ing for Publix with their own tour 
to follow. Anticipated date for this 
launching is during November, 
meaning any legit intentions by 
Jessel are off until he sees how this 
venture comes out. 

Jessel has obtained Ned Alvord, 
and two men to work under him, 














who will go out ahead of troupe, 
while Louis Epstein and Robert 








Top money bill at the Capitol will 
go in Sept. 1 (Thursday) with a 
$20,000 investment for stage names 
as an opening-of-the-season bally. 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G) on 
the screen. 

The Jack Benny-George Olsen- 
Ethel Shutta radio period, at $8,000, 
will top. Jack Pearl at $3,500; Lil- 
yan Tashman, $4,000, and Sophie 
Tucker at $3,500, are other names. 
Soph’s nabe salary is $2,500. 

Radio group was booked by NBC, 
with Loew to pay the wire charges 
when it goes on tour for that cir- 
cuit. Lyons & Lyons spotted Miss 
Tashman and Morris office officiated 
for Miss Tucker. 


TAB ‘SCRAP BOOK’ AS 
1 HOUR VAUDE SHOW 


‘Scrap Book’ the vaudeville-revue 
recently presented by Chamberlain 
Brown at the Ambassador, has been 
condensed to a vaudeville unit and 
epens for RKO Saturday at the 
Prospect. Show’s new running time 
is one hour. It was scheduled to 











3 KEYS ‘SHOWING’ FOR 
LOEW AT $1,000, 4 WKS 


First theatre dates for the Three 
Keys, whom the NBC is building 
up, are four weeks for Loew open- 
ing Sept. 30 at the Capitol, N. Y. 
Salary is $1,000 a week for the col- 
ored trio, but specifically fixed by 
Richards & Lenetska, agents, as a 
‘showing’ price. 

Harry Lenetska has arranged a 
settlement with WCAU, Philadel- 
phia, the station which claimed a 
prior contract with the Keys, giv- 
ing that outlet 10% of the net com- 
mish due Richards & Lenetska., It's 
regarded as a settlement for a moral 
obligation as otherwise it was felt 
WCAU'’s contract with the trio was 
invalid through lack of a money 
consideration. Settlement is for the 
life of WCAU's claimed agreement 
with the Keys, two years. 

Keys auditioned for Swift & Co. 
for a commercial and turned down 
$450 a week for three 15-minute 
sessions, holding out for more 











Staie time for the same outfit. 


money. ‘Trio signed with Bruns- 
wick records this week. 


Carillo’s RKO Weeks 


While Leo Carrillo in Honolulu 
last week thought he was going to 
London on Oct. 1, his New York 
agents, Curtis and Allen, know oth- 
erwise. They’ve booked him into 
Denver to open Sept. 22. 

Seven weeks of RKO follow the 
Denver date, arrangements being 
made with the Leo Morrison office 
on the Coast 
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tour in original form playing legit 
houses. There are 35 people in the 
unit. 

‘Book,’ which played a bit more 
than a week at the Ambassador, was 
given twice daily including Sun- 
days. It created a difference of 
opinion among Equity officers, as 
to whether it was a revue or vaude- 
ville. After ordering its members 
to hand in quitting notice, Equity 
reversed itself following protests by 
those in the cast. The 14 perform- 
ances and Sunday playing schedule 
was permitted, same _ going for 
‘Folies Bergere,’ which is due soon, 
but Equity gave notice that similar 
shows would not be countenanced. 

Featured in the vaude unit show 
are Ina Hayward, Eddie McKenna, 
Helen Bertram and Lola Ravells. 
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Cantor Understudy Gets 
‘Whoopee’ Break at Last 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Buddy Doyle, who understudied 
Eddie Cantor in ‘Whoopee’ during 
run of Ziegfeld musical, but was 
never given opportunity to play the 





part, has been engaged by Fanchon | 


& Marco for the Cantor part in the 
tab version, now in rehearsal. 

Jack Rutherford, also in original] | 
production, and in the screen ver- | 
sion, will play his old part. | 

Mel Ruich, ex-m.c. and band lead- | 
er, goes into F&M's ‘Sally.’ Lyla | 
Bliss also in cast. 

Francis X. Bushman, Jr., and Bob 
Shaffer have been added to satel 





} meller tab, ‘Desperate Sam.’ 


Wilford will be back with the show 
on the managerial end. Jessel’s in- 
tent is a troupe of about 45 people 
including a group of femme dancers 
and his own orchestra. Negotiations 
on the band end include strings out 
for Horace Heidt and Yascha Bun- 
chuk’s Russian instrumentalists. 


MANY LABOR DAY TRIPS 
WITH BIG BOAT SHOWS 


Although there are two short 
cruises scheduled for the middle of 
September, this weekend, which 
spans Labor Day, will end the sea- 


son of Halifax and Bermuda trips 
by ocean liners. Six liners. will 
leave New York Friday, the largest 
group of the summer. Indicated 
that all boats will sail with near 
capacity passenger lists and all will 
carry professional entertainers. Four 
boats will return Tuesday morning, 
two sailing on six and nine day 
cruises, 

Estimated nearly 200 professionals 
will be carried. Berengaria will 
have 40 persons in its show which 
has Harry Hershfield as m.c. Among 
the artists are Maw Sisters, Blanche 
and Elliott, Madelyn Killeen, Steele 














Sisters, Irene Faery, Samuel Mer- 
kur. The Georgic’s show also with 
40 in the show will have Bob Car- 
ney as m.c., the acts including 
Carolyn Nolte, Eric Titus, Woods 
Miller, Four Barrymores, Sherr 
Brothers, Kittle Sisters, Nordstrom 
Sisters, Zara Lee, Del Faust, Karre, 
Noyes and Le Baror. The liner St. 
Louis will have a girl revue, a spe- 
cial orchestra plus Marie Johanson, 
Bobby Bernard, Bavarian Troupe 
and Bell Gannon. 


The Belgenland which arrives on 
I'riday morning and sails in the 
afternoon will carry the biggest 
show. Harry Rose and Ed Lowry 
are the dual m.c.’s, while the show 
carries many repeaters, some acts 
having remained aboard during the 
summer. They include Chigi, Serge 
Abagoff, Misha Markoff, Lucille V. 
Siller. Others include Ted Nash, 
Lila Baye, Betsy Donner, Edith 
Rogers, Grace Panvini, Jack Neal, 
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Margot Conway, Wesley Pierce, 
Hazel Harris, Sylvia Loew. 





Vivian Duncan’s Band 


East After Break-In' 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


Vivian Duncan and her femme 
band opened Sunday at Warners, 
Fresno, for four days, with the 
Warner, Santa Barbara, to follow. 

After the break-in week band goes 
east. William Morris office han- | 
dling. } 
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Intent on expanding its stage 
booking department, NBC Artists 
Service is placing Ernest Cutting at 
the head of a new talent discovery 
division which will. take him all 
over the country on his search. 

Along with this new talent hunt, 
NBC is taking Rubey Cowan away 
from Publix as an act stager and 
writer of special material. It is the 
intent of George Engles and his 
aides on general bookings, Bill Mur- 
ray, Ed Scheuing, Chester Stratton, 
et al. to create for NBC a fully 
equipped booking, staging and pro- 
duction department to service acts 
100%. 

Assignment of Cutting to the spe- 
cial department relieves him of his 
connection as assistant to Stratton, 
NBC contact with the RKO booking 
office. Under the revised arrange- 
ment Cutting will be in a position 
to submit his material direct to 
RKO as a representative of NBC ex- 
clusively, and as such be free to do 


side of the fence. 

As the contact between. _ the NBC 
Artists Service and the theatre cir- 
cuit the Stratton department has its 
salary split between the two RCA 
subsidiaries, which state of affairs 
presumes that the best interests of 
either side will be equally served in 
the sale of NBC acts to RKO, 

Murray’s Ideas 

Under the artists bureau’s re- 
vised setup Cutting will be directly 
beholden to Murray, in charge of the 


vision. 

Idea of the NBC Artists Service 
going in for theatre bookings on a 
big scale is a recent Murray inno- 
vation, following the discovery of 
the increasing amount of. income 
being derived from this source. In 
the drive for this trade Murray, a 
few weeks ago, appointed Ed Scheu- 
ing, previously head of the net- 
work’s band department, to serve as 
booking contact for NBC acts with 
Loew, Fanchon & Marco, Publix, 
Fox and Warners, 

Sell Away from RKO 


NBC sees in the vaudfilm theatres 
its best commercial outlet for talent 
as an expansion source, agide from 
its own air waves. 

Ether network ‘is actualy selling 
more of its talent to Publix, Loew, 
Warner, Fox and even Fanchon & 
Marco than RKO, Explanation 
around New York seems to be that 
RKO only has the Palace and the 
Albee, Brooklyn, available. The 
Prospect, Brooklyn, is strictly a 
break-in spot. 

Radio attractions can’t go further 
away from the broadcasting studios 
than Brooklyn or possibly Jersey 
City or Newark. 

For RKO it’s just thankless detail 
for an act to break in merely for the 
Palace and Albee for any real 
money. There's something of a 
route for those few who can arrange 
with their commercial sponsors to 
pick them up by remote control, but 
that’s not consistent for the aver- 
age act which may get $750 and 
have to pay as much in wire charges, 


FORGERY CHARGES VS. 
CH. BLANCHARD, AGENT 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Charles Blanchard, former east- 
ern vaude agent, who has been op- 
erating a film player agency in 
Beverly Hills, is to be arraigned to- 
day in police court on charges of 
suspicion of forgery, and issuing 
checks without’ sufficient funds. 
Complaint brought by Bank of 
America, whicle charges he opened 
an account there by depositing $700 
worth of worthless paper drawn on 
eastern banks, and then began is- 
suing checks made out against his 
account. 

Also facing charges that he took 
sums up to $100 from four would- 
be picture actresses for jobs, and 
failed to produce them. Blanchard 
claimed money was for publicity, 
but couldn’t convince state labor 
|}commission that he had done any 
press work. 


’ 
Dorsay’s $1,500 a Week 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Fifi Dorsay goes into the Parag 


mount here for one week Sept. 18, 
Salary set at $1,500. 
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$2 VARIETY 


VAUBEVILLE 


Tuesday, August 30, 1932 











Folies Bergere’ Folds in Newark 


As Barton, Unpaid, Heads Walkout |»: sx.» sowine,»» 


James Barton walked out on 
Folies Bergere’ when he was not 
paid off in Newark Saturday and 
the revue stopped. It was billed 
to open at the Majestic, Brookiyn; 
last night (Monday). Understood 
that other principals failed to re- 
ceive salary, although the chorus 
was paid off. 

Barton, Ada May and Fred Hille- 
brand were on run of the play con- 
tracts, which called for salary and 
percentage. Estimated gross in 11 
performances at Newark was 
around $5,300. Max Rudnick was 
the accredited producer. He was 
heretofore burlesque impresario, 


Show was aimed for Broadway at 
$i top, scheduled to play twice 
daily including Sundays. Through 
oversight the idea of a revue, 
claimed to be vaudeville, was 
okayed by Equity, latter stating 
that in future no show would be 
allowed to violate the eight per- 
formance, no Sunday rule, 

‘Bergere’s’ quick fold after a 
week and three days relieves Equity 
of some embarrassment over the 
‘Scrap Book’ which 
lasted just about as long and 
caused a similar flurry at Equity’s 
office, is now an RKO unit. 


Jack Osterman was to have 
joined ‘Folies’ last night. 


Harry Barris and Wife 
In 2-Act; Wald Agenting 


Harry Barris and his wife, Loyce 
Whiteman, are to do a vaude act to- 
gether, showing for Loew’s at the 
Orpheum, New York, Sept. 10. 

Both Barris and Miss Whiteman 
were brought east from the Coast 
for a build-up by NBC. Barris also 
writes songs. 

Jerry Wald is representing the 
Barris duo, with the William Morris 
office arranging vaude time. 














Aathorized RKO Artists’ 
Representatives and 
Officially Franchised 

Agents and Associates 


SAMUEL BAERWITZ 


161 West 46th St., New York 
Tel. Bryant 9-4614-5 


M. 5S. BENTHAM 
and JACK WEINER 


Palace Theatre Building, New York 
HARRY LANG, FRANK iJ 
PAUL DURAND, DENNIS DuFOR 


~ BLONDELL & MACK 


1560 Broadway 






































NEW YORK 
GUS EDWARDS 
. (Star Maker) 


Suite 140-42 
ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK 


~JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway 
NEW YORK 


EDWARD S. KELLER 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
CHARLES S. WILSHIN 


Affiliated Member, 
Bert Wishnew, Associate 
Tel. BRyant 9-4648 


~ CHARLES MORRISON 


1560 Broadway, New York 
LARRY PUCK, Associate 


~ JAMES E. PLUNKETT © 


SAM TISHMAN 


MAX TISHMAN, General Manager 
THOMAS CURRAN, Associate 
1564 B’way, New York. Phone Br. 9-6571 
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LEE P. STEWART 
and EDWARD RILEY 


Vaudeville—Radio—Pictures 
304 Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
BRyant 9-0551 





Harry Weber-Simon Agency 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
@ad Equitable Bidg., Hollywood, Calif. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Louis Reingold, formerly Clancy 
cottage (Jewish Guild) is a new 
arriyal at the hilltop lodge. He 
ozoned six months before coming 
here; incipient case now under ob- 
servation. 


‘Doc’ Gordon Wrighter, who did 
a four-month tanning’ and resting 
routine at St. Petersburg, Florida, 
now okay and residing at Thomp- 
son, Pa, 

Gwen Vernon out of general hos- 
pital minus her appendix, cutting by 
Dr. Woodruff a big success. Miss 
Vernon is the daughter of Ethel 
Jones, who is an N, V. A. patient 
here. 

James K. Hicks (Kola), a new- 
comer at the lodge, a little run down 
after a motor trip from Chicago. A 
few months of this ozone with real 
care will knock that tired feeling 
coo-coo; incipient case. 

Martin Wagner, Harry Lauder’s 
manager, week-ended it at the Wil- 
liam Morris Camp _ Intermission, 
then Montrealed it for a look over. 
Lee LaMarr, orchestra leader who 
has staged a wonderful comeback, 
tried a week-end of big-streeting, 
got lost in the big town, then re- 
turned to the ozone territory. 
James Kenny, known in the tab 
producing field, was sentenced to 
30 days of real curing at the U. S. 
Vet. Hospital, Tupper Lake, N. Y. 
Jim will also lose his vote, as he is 
now a government reservation man. 
Too bad. 

Dorothy Harvard, who is on the 


the welcome visit of her mother, 
Grace Harvard. 


cure, one has to stay in bed....Ben 
Shaffer hanging onto the bed thing 


looks like snow here now.... 
Jeanene LaFaun strictly abed with 
high temping but holding that 
smile....Ida Howard wants it 
known that she is sitting up.... 
Ethel Jones now enjoying plenty of 
exercise, feeling great....Angela 
Papulis happy as a lark; her 
mother, sister and brother shot in 
on her; feeling oke....Lilly Leonora 
sure is a gritty curer, What that 
little lady would give to get out of 
bed! Three years of it now. 
Gladys Palmer has the big brother 
by her side, a surprise visit; she’s 
getting ready for that Chicago 
vacash....Since Danny Murphy 
went Big-streeting everything in 
the lodge is sold at retail. Danny 
is doing well....Thanks to Mrs. 
George Harmon for the gifts. Her 
husband, who is a steady curer, is 
at his best. 
Mrs. William Morris gave 2 mess 
of N. V. A. patients the glad hand 
at Camp Intermission. How that 
lady loves all the showfolk patients. 
...-Firemen’s convention at Lake 
Placid, N. Y. Saranac firemen 
there, both of them....Tommy 
Vicks gets the big down for three 
meals; okay and states that all pan- 
handlers don’t work in hospitals.... 
Fred Rith has had added exercise 
given him, and is he happy!.... 
Annemae Powers gets fairly good 
report, out for movies once a week. 
Edith Cohen got for herself a 
sore ankle; no can walk; but talk, 
oh boy!....Harry English doing 
well, sun lamp doing the trick.... 
Harry Namba celebrating his fourth 
year abed here, hopes that no one 
will hand him a pillow for a gift.... 
Frisco DeVere, once more herself, 
staged a wonderful comeback since 


the oper....Toni Temple, adding 
weight, now tipping 86 pounds 
kimono-ed., 

Dorothy Wilson strictly abed 


with a flareup, nothing serious.... 
Joe McGreevey holding up oke, gets 
the final 100% oke on no T. B., now 
doing the putting on weight rou- 
tine....Phyllis Milford, much on 
the oke side, starting to look the 
mart once more, 

Saranac, where men are men 
and women wear knickers....An- 
drew Moloney, back on the main 
stem with cane, spats and good 
looks. He's oke....Smiling A. B. 
Anderson, Pontiac manager, giving 
much of his valuable time to the 
welfare of showfolk patients.... 
Manager Dodds, Lake Placid, still 
has that come-in sign to all N.V.A, 
curers, 

Mr. and Mrs. William Morris and 
Ruth (Variety) Morris entertained 
by the Rotarians at their blow-out. 





NBC’S 2-WAY ACT, AND 
FRAMING A ‘NAME’ TURN 





First two-way booking by NBC 


Rubes which Chester Stratton is 
routing. Act is being slated for a 
commercial, but meantime is doing 
theatre work. 

NBC is also framing an act of 
the Humming Birds, Whispering 
Jack Smith and Arnold Johnson's 
orchestra for vaudeville. 

It’s in line with Ed Scheuing, 
NBC's theatre booking head, plans 
to build radio talent for stage value. 


London Claim on Diamond 
Trio Up for Settlement 








| $18,000 No Go 





Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Former vaude name, promot- 
ing a two-a-day co-op vaude 
show here, turned down the 
house he had lined up because 
on 14 performances weekly at 
$2 top the show could only do 
$18,000. 











EVA TANGUAY,-NEARLY 
BLIND, CRITICALLY ILL 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Eva Tanguay is in a critical con- 
dition at her home here, suffering 
from Bright's disease, rheumatism 
end heart affliction. Her illness 
will be a protracted one, according 
to Dr. Lucius B. Faires, her phy- 





Two complaints against’ the 
Three Diamonds, still rehearsing 
with ‘Humpty Dumpty,’ were up for 
settlement early this week. Both 
were filed by the William Morris 
agency on behalf of George Black, 
the London showman, who verified 
the trio’s booking at the Palladium, 
London, Sept. 25. One was due to 
be heard yesterday (Monday) eve- 
ning by the V.M.P.A. and the other 
will be considered by Equity’s 
Council this (Tuesday) afternoon. 
The act contends it did not 
actually book the London date. The 
Diamonds say they agreed by tele- 
gram to play London but did not 
specify a date but are willing to 
accept following the Broadway 
show engagement, 


Why and How Miss Sweet 
Ritzed Seattle’s Mayor 


Seattle, Aug. 29. 








sician. : 

Miss Tanguay has been ill since 
May but not until last week when 
her sister, Mrs. Walter Gifford, ar- 
rived here was the extent of her 
illness known. Former stage mad- 
cap had preferred to fight it out 
alone in an obscure bungalow. 
Once possessing a fortune of 
nearly $2,000,000 Miss Tanguay is 
now almost destitute, having lost 
everything in the market crash. 
This, too, had influenced her to re- 
main apart from friends. 


Soph’s Loew 4 


Sophie Tucker is booked for four 
weeks by Loew's, opening at the 
Capitol, New York, Thursday (1). 

Following week she jumps to 
Boston, then back to the Paradise, 
Bronx. Fourth week, Metropolitan, 
Brooklyn, a regular vaude stand. 

















When Blanche Sweet, heading 


mend and up at times, anticipates|Fanchon & Marco stage show this 


week, at the Fifth Ave., flew into 
Seattle, she was 30 minutes early, 


Monthly Passing Show—30 days | and the welcoming party, headed by 
of off-and-on rain, great for the|Mayor Dore, reached Boeing Field 


too late. 
Miss Sweet didn’t wait any. She 


24 hours a day....Once and a while | hurried to the hotel and was taking 
we get the sun between tke rains,|a nap while the mayor’s party 


waited thinking her plane late. 
When the theatre p.a. phoned if 
Miss Sweet would come back to the 
field so they could greet her for a 
picture or two, Miss Sweet simply 
could not be disturbed by any 
means. 

So now she joins with Mayor 
Jimmie Walker, who had ex-mayor 
Frank Edwards cooling his heels at 
the local depot couple of years ago, 
while he slept in his state room, as 
member of the Hi-Hatting-the- 
Mayor-of-Seattle Club. 


F-M’s Week Stand at 
Cleve. RKO; Wolf M.C. 


Cleveland, Aug. 29. 

Rube Wolf, who closed 12 weeks 
at the Warfield, "Frisco, Aug. 26, 
comes into the RKO 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Sept. 17, as m. c. House 
then inaugurates policy of full 
weeks for Fanchon & Marco units. 
‘Hello, Paree’ first. 

Bobby Vernon replaced Wolf at 
the Warfield, 

F. T. Thomas, recently in charge 
of Arthur houses in Connecticut, is 
new manager at the 105th Street. 


Arbuckle Set at $1,500 
With Loew’s and Warners 


Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle plays a 
week for Warner Bros, at the Earle, 
Philadelphia, Thursday (1). He fol- 
lows for Loew in Washington, Jer- 
sey City and Jamaica, with the 
State, New York, as a posisbility. 

Booking for Arbuckle was han- 
dled by Joe Rifkin. Salary $1,500. 











Benway in person told funny jokes. 
+++-Larry Kelly, the curing piano 
player, is back in town....Loran 
Newell 80% collapse on the pneumo- 
thorax thing, doing well....Chris 
Hagedorn gets the one meal up 
thing, feeling pretty good, down- 
town at times....Elsie Johnson 
holding her own and is on the 100% 
recovery side. That gal has grit. 
What a curer!....Gang up here go- 
ing crazy over all that nice candy 
that Jerry Vogel of the Plaza Mu- 
sic Co. sends weekly. That boy 
Jerry has every patient here at 
heart. Thanks, Jerry, old pal; 
that’s for the gang, also....Fred 
Bachman {is back in the lodge after 
a two-week out of San routine; 
looks a lot better and is‘better.... 
Alma Montague motoring to a 
week-end of different places and 
fun. , 

Write to those that you know in 


O’Keefe-Whiteman Dates 
Depend on Land Wires 


Walter O’Keefe may do some pic- 
ture house work around New York. 
He is arranging for dressing room 
remote control pick-up, as he’s on 
through an entire hour thrice 
weekly and this is too much time 
out to permit a between-show rush 
back to the NBC studio from the 
theatre. 

O’Keefe turned down ‘Humpty 
Dumpty,’ legit musical, to stick with 
Lucky Strike, being renewed on that 
program until January. 

Paul Whiteman is another who 
will possibly do a week or two at 
Loew’s Paradise, in the Bronx, if 
the same land-wire pick-up can be 
arranged. 


Belle Baker’s $4,000 


Belle Baker’s current week at 

Loew’s Paradise in the Bronx is 
bringing her $4,000, the figure set- 
ting a new peak for the single’s 
stage earnings. Her top Keith sal- 
ary was $2,500. 
Booking was an 11th hour affair, 
with Irving Mills, her new manager, 
closing the contract the evening be- 
fore she opened as an emergency 
substitution for the Boswell Sisters, 
out through illness. 





FLOCK OF NAMES 


Loew has lined up a flock of 
names for immediate bookings, in. 
cluding Lilyan Tashman at $4,000, 
qpening Sept. 1 at the Capitol, N. y.g 
Edmund Lowe, by himself, opening 
at Loew's Metropolitan, Brooklyn, 
(Sept. 2; Georgie Price and Bennie 
Krueger’s orchestra, with their 
Chase & Sanborn tea program, at 
the Paradise, Bronx, Sept. 9; Aileen 
Stanley, Joe Frisco, Bert Lytell, Ann 
Pennnington and Charlie Judelg 
current at the State, N. Y. 

Phil Baker and Frances Williams, 
together, are also slated for 10 
weeks. Leo Reisman and Loew 
dickering for the Capitol, N. Y, 
Matter of terms for the orchestra, 


RKO VAUDE BACK INTO 
L.A. AND ORPH, FRISCO 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
RKO reopens the Hillstreet here 
and the Orpheum in San Francisco 
Sept. 16 with vaudeville. 
Both houses will use six acts re« 
cruited locally and ‘B’ pictures, 4 














Long Tack at Chinese; * 
Broekman, Musical Dir, 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Long Tack Sam and his Chinese 
troup set for ‘Rain’ prolog at the 
Chinese. 

This is the first time the Chinese 
producer-magician has been in this 
country in four years. 

David Broekman, former Univer~ 
sal and Columbia music department 
head, goes into the Chinese as mu- 
sical director, replacing Oscar 
Baum, who was there almost a year, 





Loew Rejects Frank Fay’s 
Asking Price of $4,000 


Frank Fay, sans Barbara Stan- 
wyck, has been offered to Loew at 
$4,000 a week, but there will be no 
deal at that figure. 
If getting together on money, Fay 
will open at the Capitol, N. Y. Sept. 
30, j 
- *) 


1 





Max Hart Recovers 

Max Hart fs back from the Coast. 
He has almost completely recovered 
from his recent illness which cone 
fined him to a Los Angeles hospital. 
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F & M. BULLISH 
ON TAB PRODS. 


Fanchon & Marco and the thea- 
tres playing their stage shows are 
satisfied a sufficient demand exists 
for musical comedy and operetta 
tabs to warrant extensive plans in 
that diréectious About it vig shows 
are on the tapis this coming year. 

Possibly half of the 16 will be 
tabloidized musical or operettas, the 
balance being specially built units 
around draw personalities such as 
the Ted Lewis stage production re- 
cently sent out by F&M. 

F&M’s experiment with ‘Desert 
Song,’ now on tour, had much to do 
with deciding F&M and its accounts 
on the musical tab _ proposition. 
‘Follow Thru’ was’ immediately 
grabbed by F&M and reproduced 
as their own property. The same 
show was previously done as a tab 
independently. 

‘Sally’ and ‘Whoopee’ are two 
coming F&M tabloidized musicals, 
former with Mary Eaton heading the 
cast, and LeRoy Prinz staging, and 
opens Friday (2) on the Coast for 
a break in. ‘Whoopee’ is being 
supervised in its staging by Eddie 
Cantor, with Buddy Doyle doing the 
Cantor part of the original. This 
one opens Sept. 16 on the Coast. 

The next musical just going out 
is ‘Irene. Among operettas ‘Rose 
Marie’ was considered but, from ac- 
count, the rights were so involved 
thought of doing this show was 
dropped. 

A Gus Edwards’ ‘School Days’ 
production, along the lines of his 
famous oldtime act, will open for 
F&M in New Haven Sept. 9. It is 
being staged by Edwards and Harry 
Gourfain. 


BOSTON BOOKING PACT 
OKAYED BY RKO AGENTS 





At Thursday's (25) meeting of the 
RKO agents association it was de- 
cided that the matter of a work- 
ing agreement with C. S. Breed, of 
the Boston RKO offices, be taken 
up along lines similar to those in 
force with Chicago, protecting New 
York agents in the booking of any 
of their acts in that territory. Un- 
der the agreement, Breed is to 
notify the New York agents of 
bookings even if acts are booked di- 
rect by him, at the same time re- 
questing jurisdiction over issuance 
of future booking franchises in his 
office. 

Cases before arbitration concerned 
releases of acts and commission 
claims. 

Request of Annie, Judy and Zeke 
for release from Morris & Oz was 
granted. 

Other releases granted were 
Hickey Bros. from Max Gordon and 
Mary Hay from Curtis & Allen, with 


voluntary release on latter by 
Charlie Allen. 

Those denied were ‘Tanology’ 
from M. S. Bentham office; Leary 


and Craven from Richards & Lenet- 
ska and Carr Bros. and Betty from 
Billy Jackson. 

Claim of Harry Romm for com- 
mission on Lucky Millinder Orches- 
tra dates in Prospect, Brooklyn, and 
Trenton, N. J., were disallowed, 
while claim for commission on Bos- 
ton booking of Armida, put in by 
Charles Morrison, was allowed with 
consent of Gus Edwards. 





Special Haulage for Ted 
Lewis Unit in RKO Jump 


St. Louis, Aug. 29. 

Fanchon & Marco's Ted Lewis 
unit has been shifted from the Mis- 
so0uri by RKO and booked into the 
Orpheum, Omaha, as a result of re- 
cent RKO-F. & M. negotiations for 
the Omaha date. Sam Thall, RKO 
transportation head in Chicago, has 
arranged a special train to carry 
the unit from Omaha to Chi, night 
of Sept. 8, in order to make the 


unit’s date at the Tivoli, Chi., the 
following day. 
Missouri, former Par house, 


opened under the RKO banner Fri- 
day (26). House is being taken on 
a one-year lease by RKO. Herschel 
Stuart, RKO theatre chief, in New 
York, spent the week-end in St. 
Louis supervising the opening. 








NOVIS’ 10 WEEKS 





Donald Novis is now spotted at 
the Paramount, New York, for 10 
weeks. He opened there last week. 


NBC is handling Novis, who is a 
tenor from the coast. 





Canada Dry Act’s $8,000 
Too Much for RKO Vaude 


Although M. 
Aylesworth as a fitting 


suggested by 


radio act to Kate Smith, the Can- 
adi Dry radio group comprising | 


George Olsen and band, Ethel 
Shutta and Jack Benny may not 
make the RKO vaude books. Price 


of $8000 put on the combo is too 


steep for RKO to venture in its 
vUt-or-tOwn spots or even the Al- 
bee, Brooklyn, according to book- 
ing office comment. 

Rub comes in that the trio are 
not under NBC contract and price 
negotiations must be made with 
commercial sponsoring the pro- 
gram. 


Acts, Agents Can’t 
Give the Slip with 





New ‘Slip’ System 





The Artists’ Representatives’ As- 
sociation has supplied all RKO 
agents with a pad of slips which 
they must have all their acts sign, 
showing that the agencies are duly 
authorized to submit them on the 
RKO booking floor. Slips are to be 
turned over to the A. R. A. or kept 
on file by the agencies. 

The authorization data for the 
A. R. A. is to serve two purposes. 
First, the signing of the slip by an 
artist is tantamount to agreement 
by that artist or act that it will 


submit to arbitration by the 


As BH 

Secondly, the signed authorization 
becomes data to which the A. R. A. 
ean refer in the event two or 
more agents claim the same act. 
Many agents have worked on oral 
okays from acts who have more 
than one agent working on them 
with resultant difficulties if a book- 
ing is landed by one. 

The authorization slips furnished 
the agents up to now have similar 
forms, but without the line ‘who is 
a member in good standing in the 
Artists’ Representatives’ Associa- 
tion’ and the line ‘subject to the 
rules and regulations of the Artists’ 
Representatives’ Association.’ 

Should any agent not be in good 
standing in the A. R. A., the infer- 
ence is that he will not be regarded 
as duly authorized to represent acts 
on the floor. 

Agents in the A. R. A. have paid 
$25 on entrance, but as yet have 
not been notified what regular dues 
would be. 

RKO booking office is of the 
opinion the authorization _ slip 
method is a constructive move to 
automatically avoid disputes over 
acts as to agency representation. 


BALTO HIPP REJECTS 
MUSIC SCALE BOOST 


Baltimore, Aug. 29. 

Possibility of a rift between the 
musicians’ union here and the vaud- 
film Hippodrome arose last week 
when Izzy Rappaport, owner of the 
vaude spot, walked out of the labor 
conference. Musicians are asking 
an increase at this house from $75 





to $82.50, and also a minimum of 
10 men. 
Rappaport had expressed his 


willingness to jump his present pit 
roster of seven to 14, but not on 
contract, desiring to be in a posi- 
tion to retrench if necessary. 
Owner is also burning over the 
thought of increase in scale, just 
when the other crafts, such as the 
operators and stagehands, have al- 
ready made overtures for relief. 





Ex-Champ’s RKO Wks. 


Jack Dempsey’s opening date for | 


RKO on a brief tour has been set 
as Denver Sept. 26. He will do the 
same act as before, ‘Roadside Razz.’ 

The former champ plays Palace, 
Chicago, and Palace, Cleveland, fol- 
lowing the Denver week. 


JORDAN-WARD JOIN 


H. |} 
follow-up | 


ROUND CHI, T00, VODE 
| DEPENDS ON UNIONS 





| 
Chicago, Aug. 29. 

While vaudeville’s chances in the 
environs of Chicago admittedly de- 
pends upon the successful abolish- 
ment, as promised, of double fea- 
tures the situation through Illinois, 
Indiana, and adjacent states where 
there is no double feature problem 
is contingent upon the inevitable 
September deadiock with the unions. 


If the managers get what they 
consider a break from the unions 
vaudeville will have its best come- 
| back chance in five years, showmen 
| believe. Aurora, Joliet, and Peoria 
|are towns where union adjustment 
would make vaudeville almost cer- 
tain. Peoria is even mentioned as 
a full week. 


Practically all of the houses of 
Publix-Great States very carefully 
advertised at the start of the sum- 
mer that their price reductions were 
for the warm weather only. In re- 
storing the original admissions it is 
felt that some equivalent enter- 
tainment value ought to be added, 
especially during a bargain-edu- 
cated depression epoch. Hence, ob- 
servers believe that there is, or will 
be, a favorable attitude toward 
vaudeville. 

If not a regular vaudeville policy 
at least special stage attractions 
with some sort of regularity and 
frequency is in prospect. 


ALL LOEW N. Y. SPOTS 
TO FRIDAY OPENINGS 


By the end of September all the 
full and split week theatres of the 
Leew circuit in the Greater New 
York area will be turned into Fri- 
day openings. All currently open 
Saturday. This will facilitate uni- 
formity of acts’ openings and pre- 
vent acts losing a week through 
shifting from vaude to _ picture 
houses and vice versa. 

Those going to Fridays include 
the vaude houses, which as a result 
will change bills on Fridays and 
Tuesdays. This will place Loew 
vaude shows a day ahead of all oth- 
ers in New York, including RKO 
and the independents which start 
new bills on Saturdays and Wednes- 
days. 

On Sept. 9 the State, Metropolitan, 
175th Street, 72nd Street, Lexington, 
83rd Street, Kings, Sheridan, 116th 
Street, Lincoln Sq. and Victoria 
make the switch. 

The following week (16) these 
follow suit: Burland, 167th Street, 
Cameo, Seventh Ave., Willard 
(Woodhaven, L. I.), Fairmount, 
Grand, National, Tri-Boro (Astoria), 
Orpheum, Coney Island and Bedford. 

Third group, including New 
Rochelle, Mt. Vernon, Hillside (Ja- 
maica), Plaza, Spooner, Boulevard 
and Gates, move back a day on 
Sept. 23, while the Prospect in 
Flushing makes the change Sept. 30. 

Paradise, Bronx, and Loew’s 
State, Jersey City, in the de luxe 
picture group have been Friday 
openings right along, while the 
Capitol, Friday for a long time, re- 
cently moved ahead to Thursdays. 














AWAITING BECK 


N. Y. Houses to Resume Vaude 
Mark Time Until His Return 








Until Martin Beck returns from 
the Coast, in 10 days or so, no dates 
will be set for the resumption of 
vaude in the Greater New York 
area, 
summer. This includes such houses 
as Coliseum, Fordham, Madison, 
Kenmore, 86th St. and _ possibly 
others, such as Chester, Royal and 
Franklin. 

Under the RKO-Skouras_ deal, 
| vaude went into the Academy Sat- 
urday (27) and is to go into the 
Coliseum uptown, with the Audubon 
jin that section remaining straight 





film, but date is being held up tem- | 
| Leath; Harry Leedy, 
| ters, and Herbert Reis for Les Reis 


porarily. 


FOWLER’S TAXI SMASH 


| 
| 
| 
| Addison 
{ 
{ 
! 


(Jack) Fowler (Fowler 
and Tamara) is laid up with face, 
head and body lacerations as the| 
result of being hit by a taxi at | 
Broadway and 53d street. Emer- 


gency hospital treatment, which re- 


where it was ditched for the | 


Arthur-Poli 4 Wks. 








— 


Lupe Velez Snooty at 
Capitol’s $6,500 Bid 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Lupe Velez turned down $6,500 
1for one week at the Capitol, New 
York. Said she wasn’t interested 
‘in leaving Hollywood. 
Offer was made direct. 


‘Spot Bookings for F-M 
Units Silenced by Dark 
Houses, Union Troubles 


‘ 








Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

With 26 Fanchon & Marco unit 
stands dark, or in straight sound 
due to union difficulties, M. D. (Doc) 
Howe is lining up spot bookings for 
Ideas in endeavor to reduce layoff 
periods. 

Due to temporary discontinuance 
of units at Memphis, the Betty 
Compton idea, ‘Star Night,’ opened 
at the Arkansas, Little Rock, for 
three days, Aug. 28. 

In Detroit, where failure to reach 
terms with musicians necessitated 
pulling F&M shows from the Fox, 
deal has been made with Milton 
Feld of Publix, whereby some units 
are being booked into the Fisher. 


First to go in was ‘Night Club,’ 
Aug. 26. 

Another F&M shift is at Des 
Moines, where the Paramount, 


which has been playing units four 
days and RKO vaude three, is now 
using coast shows full week. New 
policy inaugurated Aug. 26 with 
‘Movie Circus,’ featuring Monte 
Blue. 


NO PALACE #.0.’S, BUT 
QUICK RETURNS 0.K. 


The Palace, New York, will not 
hold over any of its shows, but in 
lieu RKO will bring back for early 
repeats certain attractions which 
would ordinarily rate a consecutive 
second week. 

This will be done with Olsen and 
Johnson and with Kate Smith, un- 
der plans. Latter was the last to 
play two straight weeks at the 
house with her ‘Swanee’ show, but 
at that time the picture was 
changed. 

Films also will get only one week 
whether on first or second run, 




















CBS Acts Carry Own 





Makes 35 for 


F&M; Par, RKO Additions Will 
Total 45; RKO-F&M Prelude 





Wealth of vaude talent now lying 
idle around New York will soon be 
absorbed, in part anyway, by Fan- 
chon & Marco, under immediate 
plans calling for that outfit to build 
at least three stage show units in 
the east, and may ultimately result 
in F. & M. establishing a permanent 


production base in New York. 

Fanchon & Marco, now routing 
around 30 weeks, will have in- 
creased its book to 35 by Sept. 9, 
when the Arthur-Poli chain in New 
England opens four one-week stands 
for F. & M. shows. The new units 
to be built are primarily intended to 
fill this time and then be routed 
over the entire F. & M. circuit. 

=xtra Par time now being planned 
and present deals for RKO will 
boost the F. & M. book to nearly 45 
weeks by Oct. 1. 

Par’s plans look to increase the 
F. & M. time now covering 14 weeks 
for Publix to maybe 20, by opening 
the Par southern houses to vaude 
and stage shows and three middle 
west spots, including the Par, Des 
Moines. 

Additionally, RKO is considering 
shoving F. & M. into Akron, Co- 
lumbus and Salt Lake before the 
middle of September, and already 
has closed for the Orpheum, Omaha, 
and the Mainstreet, Kansas City, 
with F. & M. No dates yet. 

Altogether this will give I. & M, 
seven weeks on current RKO books, 
With other RKO plans for the fall, 
F. & M. will have had 10% weeks on 
the RKO books out of a possible 23 
weeks after Labor Day. 


Warners’ Two 


F. & M.’s 45-week book will in- 
clude two Warner houses which 
open for stage shows as soon as 
union deals can be completed at the 
Stanley, Pittsburgh, and the Stan- 
ley, Jersey City. 

Of that number, F. & M. will have 
around 12 weeks in the east, the re- 
mainder in the south, midwest and 
the Coast. 

The present F. & M. deals with 
RKO are separate and apart from 
any talk which RKO is having with 
Marco relative to combining the two 
outfits. 

That is still holding fire pending 
Fox’s attitude in the matter, with 
the likelihood that a three-cornered 
arrangement may be made that will 
include Fox, F. & M. and RKO into 
a booking partnership on vaude, 
The Fox interest in F. & M. is 
through Fox-West Coast’s half in- 
terest in F. & M., and now con- 
trolled by Spyros Skouras as ope- 
rator of that circuit. 

One indie house may be included 
in the F. & M. route, in the south, 
when Oscar Oldknow takes over the 
Universal house in Atlanta. 


RKO-F. & M. Up Sept. 7 





P. A.’s for Theatre Dates 


Practically all the acts booked out 
of the CBS Artists Service now 
have attached to them their own 
advance exploitation men. Carry- 
ing a trail blazer for theatre en- 
gagements is made obligatory upon 
the artists and a part of the con- 
tract handed out by the network’s 
booking office. 

Clause in the stage date docu- 
ment makes it mandatory for the 
act to have its explofteer on the 
| spot a week ahead. Idea of the in- 
, dividual advance man, says the art- 
ists’ service, appeals to the theatre 
|; operator and aids as a selling point 
jin getting bigger coin for the act. 
| Numbered among this advance 
|}guard are James Doan for Morton | 
| Downey; Joe Hoffman, the Funny- 
| boners; Bob Stevens, Mills Broth- | 
}ers; Arthur Ashley, Little Jack Lit- 
|tle; Nathan Zatkin, Vaugh De 
3oswell Sis- | 











and Artio Dunn. 


Schumann-Heink Switch 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Although booked to open in Den- 
ver, Sept. 1, Mme. Schumann-Heink 
probably will switch to play Loew’s 


| Buffalo, 


| Arthur-Palace, Worcester; 


The RKO-F. & M. partnership 
thing may go to the RKO board at 
that body’s next meeting scheduled 
for Sept. 7. 

Present F. & M. routing has six 
split weeks, namely, Manchester, 
L. A.; Fox, San Diego; Senator, 
Sacramento; Fox, Stockton; Fox, 
Spokane; Orpheum, Madison. All 
other time is full-week. 

Including the Arthur houses these 
are in order of routing: West Coast, 
Long Beach; Loew’s State, L. A. 
Pantages, Hollywood; Fox, Frisco; 
Fox, Oakland; Paramount, Porte 
land; Fifth Avenue, Seattle; Ore 
pheum, Vancouver; RKO Main- 
street, K. C.; RKO Orpheum, 
Omaha; Wisconsin, Milwaukee; 
Chicago or Oriental, Chi; Uptown, 
Chi; Tivoli, Chi; Fox, St. Louis; 
Fox, Detroit; Imperial, Toronto; 
Buffalo; Arthur-Palace, 
Metropolitan, Boston; 
Arthur- 
Capitol, Hartford; Paramount, New 


Springfield; 


| Haven; Arthur-Palace, Bridgeport; 
Fox, Brooklyn; Stanley, Jersey City; 
Fox, Philadelphia; Stanley, Phila- 
|} delphia; Stanley, Pittsburgh; 105th 
St., Cleveland; Albee, Cincinnati, 


} an : , 
}and the Loew's State, New Orleans. 


Harold LB. Franklin 6f RKO, who 
is ascribed leaning strongly to 
EF. & M., and Martin LBeck are pres- 


as 


Jack Jordan and Harold Ward! Sulted in eight stitches in the face, | state here, in addition to the reg- | ently on the Coast, where they will 
have combined as an independent | Will probably save him from perma-| ular F&M _ unit, openinz Sept. 2.| probably remain a week or 10 days 
agency. nent disfiguration. | State booking is contingent on | longer Mike Marco, in the east, 

For years with Irving Yates, Jor- Team was at the Brooklyn Para- | whether Denver date can be |expects to leave some time this 
dan went on his own about six! mount last week and was slated for! changed. week for Hollywood, but says he 
months ago. Ward leaves William | 4 Spanish program at the Roxy Following Denver, singer is/|has no plans to reach there specifie 
Shilling after an association of | when the accident jammed this and| hooked for Chicago, Cincinnati,| cally in time to discuss anything 
yeara. } other bookings up. ) Boston and Buffalo. ‘with these RKO officials. 
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Matter of Cash 
Makes Mid-West 


Wheel Unlikely 





Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Burlesque possibilities in the mid- 
dle west are still uncertain. One 
obstacle regarded quite important 
by landlords, is that most of the 


would-be managers have little or no 
cash, It makes a contemplated 
midwestern wheel unlikely. 

Irons and Clamage want the Gar- 
rick, in the Loop, but the property 
owners apparently aren't anxious 
for a burlesque tenant and the deal 
may not be consummated. An- 
nouncements were sent to the press 
of a ‘Legs and Laughter’ company 
to open there with Betty Moore, 
Bert Carr, Lillian Law and Jack 
Edwards show to be staged by Paul 
Morokoff. 

Should the Garrick adopt a bur- 
lesque policy, it is thought -possible 
the Woods, its next door neighbor, 
may follow suit. That’s only sup- 
position. 











Special 
Introductory Offer! 








$8.00 DeLaxe Package 
Exquisite 
Parfums Deltah 


$2.95 


To introduce to our theatrical friends 


for only 


the new rare, exotic odeurs by Del- 
tah, makers of the famous Deltah 
Pearls, we are making this unusual 
offer. The special DeLuxe Package 
contains 1 purse flacon of each of the 
following: Ecstasy, Senteur, Mon 
Bijou, Midnite Hour, and the new 
Delitah Lipstick, Offered for a lim- 
ited time only. Sent postpaid on re- 
ceipt of check, draft, or P. O. Money 
Order for $2.95. 


Repstsentatives Wanted 


You cam easily make $15 to $50 
weekly ?ntroducing the nationally ad- 
vertised Deltah perfumes at very spe- 
cial prices. Beautifully packaged 
Attractive sample kit. For complete 
information and free offer, write 


MARVAY INC. 


Dept. C, 344 Delaware Avenue 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 














KKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week Sept. 10), Keith’s, Boston 


THE GENIAL ROTURD 


LARRY 
R i C H 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 
“Oklanoma’s Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
BELL 
“The Voite with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 


And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondel! & Mack) 


SCHUDER and ROSS 


DANCERS 
Week Aug. 25—Warners Downtown 
Week Sept. 1, Million Dollar 
Los Angeles, Calif. 























RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Talking—“‘Hello, DeVITO and 
DENNY and DOT STEVENS. 


“You’re in Memphis this week— 
Where do you go next week?” 














MINN. MINUS BURLESQUE 


City Council Rejects Gayety’s Li- 
cense Application 
Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 
For a second time within a few 
months an application to permit re- 
opening of the Gayety theatre, stock 


city council. 

Harry Hirsch, operator of the 
Gayety for the past four years, 
failed two months ago in an effort 
to obtain a license for next season. 
Last week Axel Herman sought the 
license and was also unsuccessfu 
in his efforts. 

Representatives of the Women’s 
Co-operative Alliance, reform or- 
ganization, opposed the license while 
labor union officials requested that 
it be granted. 

Failure of the license to g0 
through means that Minneapolis 
must do without burlesque the com- 
ing season. 


MINN. DAILY ATTACKS 
CITY’S ‘WALKATHON’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 
A furor stirred up here by news- 
paper charges that liquor was being 
sold operly in the city’s municipal 
auditorium at the dance marathon 
in which the city itself is a partner. 
Front page story in the ‘Journal,’ 
local daily, started the fireworks. 
Yarn described bootlegging activity, 
drunkenness, fist fights and rowdy- 
ism in the auditorium. A city ordi- 
nance here prohibits dance mara- 
thons, but to get around the law 
this one is called a ‘Walkathon.’ 
‘Journal’ followed its initial story 
with a front page double-column 
editorial denouncing the show itself 
as ‘degrading,’ etc. 
W. A. Tebbetts, Portland, Ore., 
film exhibitor, is the promoter, but 
despite the newspaper. censure, 
Mayor W. A. Anderson, reformer 
and prohibition leader, has _ not 
availed himself of his police power 
to halt the ‘Walkathon.” It was 
Mayor Anderson who prohibited the 
performance here of ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
and Carroll's ‘Vanities’ without even 
permitting the shows to open or 
seeing them. 
Following the ‘Journal's’ editorial, 
however, the mayor finally issued 
an ‘ultimatum’ to the ‘Walkathon’ 
to ‘clean up or get out.’ It has been 
here seven weeks and has about two 
to go. 
From Minneapolis Tebbetts goes 
to St. Paul to put the same thing 
on in conjunction with Jone Lane, 
owner of a big dance hall. 
Tebbetts has his own ‘Walkathon’ 
organization, which he takes from. 
one city to another. 

















L. A. Stock Burly Cut 
After Four Weeks’ Red 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Stcck burlesque goes out of the 
Arcade. Dalton Brothers decided 
to drop it after taking a $6,000 loss 
in four weeks. 

Troupe, or parts of it, will aug- 
ment the burly at the Follies, also 
rum by the Daltons. 





Al Siegel at Sanatorium 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Al Siegel is at Hays’ sanatorium 
at Monrovia, where doctor has or- 
dered him for a six months’ rest. 
Out here for lung ailment, Siegel 
has been coaching singers recently. 
and is in a weakened condition. 





Molly’s $2,500 Offer 


A $2,500 Loew offer to Molly 
Picon, Yiddish comedienne, has 
been cabled her in Buenos Ayres. 
She’s appearing there as guest star 
with a local Yiddish legit company. 

Miss Picon’s last figure with 
Loew was up to $4,000 a week. 





COMICS SHIFT TO ‘VEILS’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Russell, Marconi and Jerry, com- 
edy act, shifted by F&M from ‘Re- 
flections’ unit, closing Sept. 2, to 
‘Veils’ idea, coming into Loew's 
State next week. 
Zelda Santley heads ‘Veils.’ 





Buffalo Gayety Reopens 
Buffalo, Aug. 29. 
Arthur Diggs has been named 
manager and Thomas Downs mu- 
sical. director of the Gayety (bur- 
| lesque). 





FE. E. Daley re-opened the house 
} this week with burlesque stock, 


burlesque, has been rejected by the} 


NICHOLS TALKS 


RIVAL CIRCUIT 


————— 


Baltimore, Aug. 29. 
An indie co-operative burlesque 
‘circuit for the rotation of principals 
is to be attempted by Hon Nichols, 
owner and operator of the local 
burley, the Gayety. 

Venture was indirectly caused by 
the split between I. H. Herk and 
Nichols, breaking an association of 
nearly 20 years standing. This year 
Herk has taken his own house in 
Baltimore, the Palace, for the new 


Empire wheel. 

Already announced as set for the 
rotation scheme are Daly’s in Buf- 
falo, Billy Watson's house in Pater- 
son and the Gotham in Brooklyn, 
besides, of course, the local Gayety. 
Negotiations are said to be on for 
other houses, all east of Chicago. 

As now arranged, acts will most 
likely come out of Milt Shuster’s 
burleycue booking office in Chicago, 
jumping to Buffalo, Baltimore, Pat- 
erson, Brooklyn in that order. Pos- 
sibility that the Academy, N. S. 
Barger’s Chi burley stock house, will 
come into the deat, 

Nichols has gone Minsky-minded, 
redressing his theatre front strictly 
after the Minsky flash style. 

Gayety opens Sept. 3 with stock, 
under the tag of Progressive bur- 
lesque, which may be the label 
adopted by the other houses. Herk’s 
Palace here gets going the day fol- 
lowing. Both spots will play it 
two-a-day with the usual Saturday 
midnites. 

Headlining for the Gayety is 
Nadja, a burlesque name of Chicago. 





Barger’s Stock Troupe 
Opens Sept. 3, Chicago 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Nathan S. Barger, who last sea- 
son operated the burlesque policy 
at the Woods, has taken the Star 
and Garter, former Columbia wheel 
house. He will open a stock bur- 
leycue policy there Sept. 3. Leo 
Stevens will stage the shows. 
Meanwhile, Barger will probably 
convert the Academy, around the 
corner from the Star, into straight 
pictures. Academy has only 900 
seats against the Star’s 2,100. Lat- 
ter property controlled by the Hyde 
and Behman estate of New York. 





5 RKO Week End Acts 


New Bedford, Mass., Aug. 29. 


The Empire, operated by Zeitz 
brothers, who also have the State 
and New Bedford, began a vaudfilm 
policy on Thursday (25) with five 
RKO acts the last half of each week. 

The Empire, until opened recently 
with films, was closed for a long 
time and had been considered a 
‘white elephant’ by Publix, which 
operates the Olympia here. 





F&M’s Teletype 


New teletype system of the A. T. 
& T., utilized mostly by the police, 
will be used by Fanchon & Marco 
at headquarters in New York and 
Los Angeles. 

F&M figures the teletype will be 
cheaper and more satisfactory than 
telegraph and telephone which is 
used extensively between both 
coasts. 





LEROY PRINZ’ LIABILITIES 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


Bankruptcy schedule filed by Le- 
Roy Prinz, Fanchon & Marco 
stager, lists $23,392 liabilities and 
$3,060 assets. Largest claim is for 
breach of contract between Mrs. 
Grace Hogan, Mary Grace VaNoy, 
and Kathleen VaNoy and LeRoy 
Prinz, Inc., for $16,800. 

Dance director says Paramount 
Grill, of New York, owes him $500, 
and Morris Greenwald and Al Wes- 
ton, also of New York, $2,310. Only 
other assets listed is $250 in house- 
hold goods. 


UNIT’S ONE WEEK SHIFT 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
So that Publix might use Eddie 
Peabody F&M unit at the Indiana, 
Indianapolis, currently, Madison, 
Wis., which plays shows following 
St. Louis, released idea for the 
week, and is substituting vaude 





Milton Feld negotiated switch. 


Unions Take Columbus 
House for Burley Try 


Columbus, Aug. 29. 

Stagehands and musician unions 
|have taken over the new Lyceum 
theatre and will open it with bur- 
lesque next month, Officials are 
now dickering for wheel shows, but 
may switch to burley stock, Oper- 
ators will again work on a co-op 
basis. 


Lyceum replaces the old house of 
the same name which burned last 
March. New house is a local novel- 
ty, being a 700-seater with no bal- 
cony, 





Arthur Says Stage Shows 
For Worcester-Springfield 


Worcester, Aug. 29. 


FOR LEGIT ONE-NITERS 


First legit to make the RKO 
closed houses on the RKO-Leighton 











Regardless of whether or not set- 
tlement of the stagehands’ and pro- 
jectionists’ strike is reached, Harry 
Arthur intends to re-establish stage 
shows here and at Springfield, 
Mass. The local Palace will reopen 
early next month and the Poli, 
Springfield, Sept. 12. 


If the strike is settled these thea- 
tres will have units, if not there 
will be vaudfilm. 

An arbitration meeting has been 
arranged with C. G. Wood, federal 
arbitration commissioner, in a fur- 
ther cffort to settle the labor diffi- 
culties. 





Jack Waldron in ‘Irene,’ 
Mary Eaton Rehearsing 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Jack Waldron is first principal 
contracted by F&M to support Mary 
Eaton in tab, ‘Irene,’ opening here 
Sept. 23, at the State. Pearl Eaton 
is rehearsing her sister in dance 
numbers. 

‘Whoopee’ set back two weeks, 
opening date now Oct. 7. ‘Veils’ 
unit, produced in St. Louis, pre- 
cedes the Ziegfeld musical tab into 
the State. xeorgia Minstrels’ may 
follow ‘Whoopee.’ 





Seeks Nutmeg Spot 


Danbury, Aug. 29. 


Stock burlesque for this city is be- 
ing considered by a New York op- 
erator. Empress is the only house 
available. Burlesque has not been 
seen in this city for many years, 
and any attempt to install a com- 
pany is expected to meet with op- 
position, 

Another house being considered 
by the producer, who is reported to 
be very anxious to find a spot in 
Connecticut, is the State at Spring- 
cale, near Stamford. 





Radio Act’s Test Date 


boners’ possibilities as a boxoffice 
draw around the New York area, 
Loew has booked the ether trio into 
the Boulevard. Bronx, for the week 
starting Sent. 7. 

Route around the circuit’s nabe 
stands and a stop at the State de- 
pends on the result here. 


RKO TAKES COLORED TAB 


RKO is booking the musical con- 
densation, ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ for 
the middle west following comple- 
tion of unit’s present bookings on 
Publix, up in about a week. As yet 
RKO has not designed number of 
weeks or the houses for ‘Rhapsody.’ 

All-colored show was boiled down 
by Lew Leslie for Publix several 
months back. 





F-M UNIT’S ADDED WEEK 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29, 
Although F. & M.’s ‘Reflections’ 
unit closed at New Orleans, Walter 
Sachs, company manager, received 
instructions on way here to play 


week at the West Coast, Long 
Beach, 
Company disbands after run, 


which started Aug. 26. 





SPRINGFIELD OPENING 
Springfield, Mass., Aug. 29. 
State opens Sept. 12 with ‘Dim- 
pled Darlings,’ a show of the Em- 
pire Burlesque association. Jimmy 
James, who has operated the State 
in other seasons, will be manager. 
Troupes will come here from Bos- 





& Leffler arrangement is ‘Another 
Language.’ Houses which L. & L, 
will utilize for these one-night legit 
stopovers are those which RKO in< 
tended to deep dark mostly. 

These include the Proctor’s, aj. 
tany; Palace, Trenton; Grand 
Opera House, Cincinnati; Stot~e er 
Strand, Dayton; Palace, Ft. Wayne: 
Keith, Grand Rapids; Palace, To- 
ledo; Orpheum, Champaign; Park. 
way, Madison; Orpheum, Kansag 
City; Orpheum, St. Louis; Majestic, 
Ft. Worth. 





Routing Thurston 


Howard Thurston, who's been 
laying off in Chicago, after 50 con. 
secutive weeks for various circuits, 
starts the new season at the Am. 
bassador, St. Louis, Friday (2), fol. 
lowing at Indiana, Indianapolis. 
William Morris office is arrange 
ing additional time. 























JOSEF  . 
CHERNIAVSKY 
‘The Russian Jazz Maestro’ 

and His Sympho-Syncopators 
HEADLINING THIS WEEK 
(August 27) 


RKO ALBEE, CINCINNATI 


20 weeks at Hotel Gibson and 
now in 17th week at Neiherland- 
Plaza Hotel. Held over indefi- 
nitely. 


On WLW Daily Over a Year 


Personal Representative 


DARKENED RKO HOUSES 





A. E. Schoffer 








To get a line on the Funny-*% ” 








Material by 
EUGENE CONRAD 


Direction 
CURTIS & ALLEN 


WEEK SEPT. 22 
DENVER, COLO. 














HEADLINING PARAMOUNT 
PUGBLIX THEATRES 


MITCHELL 


FRANK 


DURART 


Chicago Theatre, Chicago 
This Week (Aug. 26) 


Dir: WM. MORRIS 
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DeVITO ano DENNY 


And DOT STEVENS 


Answering Ryan and Noblette 
“After all, don’t embarrass 29!" 











ton and go to New York from this 
city. 
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Tuesday, August 30, 1932 


VIEWS — 





VARIETY 








a. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Aug. 25. 


Usual showmanly technique for 
the situation that faces the Capitol 
would be to balance a depressing 
fiim, ‘The Last Mile’ (World Wide), 
with a sock comedy stage show, off- 
setting its sombre note with ex- 
treme hilarity. With the sums of 
money Loew's seems willing to 
spend for its ace house bills, you'd 
suppose that the assembling of a 
laugh congress would be within the 
possibilities. 

They follow a different pattern, 
however. Layout is interesting and 
sprightly and the Buddy Rogers 
name on the marquee ought to mean 
something. Over the week-end, 
however, it didn’t seem to be potent 
enough to overcome the prison film, 
eloquent of prison, violence and 
death. Attendance was off from the 
yecent average, attributable prob- 
ably altogether to ‘he feature. 

Presentation would be perfect 
support for a feature of lightee tone, 
but it lacks the laugh punch to fit 
into this niche, its fun for the most 
part being quietly engaging rather 
than haw-haw rating. With Jay C. 
Flippen in the m.c. assignment and 
the meaty comedy spot going to 
Leon Errol in his furniture-wreck- 
ing stew sketch, both items are 
standard quality material, but lack- 
ing in compelling roughouse low 
comedy that can command an otn- 
erwise adverse theatre situation, 
such as 75 minutes of tense tragedy 
in a prison death house as present- 
ed on the screen in the film version 
of the stage play of several seasons 
ago. 

Flippen gets very little assistance 
from the surrounding bill in build- 
ing giggles and has to go it alone, 
even including a cold entrance. That 
he manages to give the show a 
spirit of animation speaks volumes 
for his gag virtuosity. He has to 
bludgeon his way to an opening 
practically on the heels of the 
newsreels crashing in alone from 
the traveller opening and going to 
it, with a solo gag. 

Cuts this interlude short wisely 
with a brief introduction of Bernice 
and Emily, nice ice breaker, with 
the girls doing neat acrobatic danc- 
ing on a grand staircase. It’s a 
pretty mild way, however, to start a 
show before this Capitol mob, which 
is accustomed to having an en- 
semble of line girls for its intro- 
ductory stepping. 

Jay C. is back again for a similar- 
ly casual introduction of Art Jar- 
rett, a late comer to the Capitol’s 
long series of radio names. He 
works quietly before a mike, sans 
any production surroundings and 
has to make his own way into the 
audience’s good graces. This he 
does by the sheer fascination of his 
voice, both in the persuasive han- 
dling of ballads and the vigorous 
vocal management of semi-novelty 
selections. Group for this appear- 
ance has ‘Paradise,’ ‘Rain, Rain, Go 
Away,’ ‘Music Everywhere,’ with a 
trick medley, and for a first rate 
finish, his sure-fire ‘So Beautiful.’ A 
solid click here. 

Errol takes it up with the first 
venture at comedy outside of Flip- 
pen’s ad libbing. Sketch has a rather 
slow start and lacks speed all 
around for such a spot in such a 
house, but it does deliver sure and 
ecntinuous laughs toward the fin- 
ish, and here it ended in a small 
storm of merriment. Piece is an old 
stand-by of Errol’s, but it was fresh 
and new to the picture house mob 
and it prospered accordingly. 

Flippen picked this spot for his 
regular specialty, made up of a series 
of gags, most of them familiar, but 
built and sent home for full value 


by this energetic clown’s own style! 


of delivery. Aileen Stanley spotted 
next and not in an especially favor- 
able spot for a polite singing single. 
Twe or three numbers were all she 
tried, both familiar pops and nicely 
done with the aid of two pianists 
and a wealth of first-rate trick 
lighting to play up the stunning ap- 
pearance of the singer. By way of 
encore she engages in a mild ses- 
sion of gagging with Flippen and 
Jarrett with the mc. then going 
into the bally for Rogers and his 
band closing the stage interlude. 


The Rogers boy came through 
with one of the best band turns of 
recent times in film house presen- 
tations, not a little of which result 
was to the credit of a crack bunch 
of band boys, be they ever so smart- 
ly handled by the former screen 
pash. Young Rogers has the per- 
sonality-plus thing in vast quanti- 
ties and shrewdly doesn’t over-capi- 
talize it. He maintains the front of 
beins an earnest young musicians 
absorbed in putting his band 
through its paces and playing down 
the individuality angle, effect of 
which, of course, is that the audi- 
ence goes more than half way to 
meet him. 


Tricky management of a_ trap 
drummer who swaps places with the 


leader and solos on a xylophone, 
With incidental clowning, is a 
strong early item. He is Dillon 


Ober. Introduction of Johnny Green, 
who solos at the piano with his own 
familiar compositions, getting a 
brisk patter of applause for his 
‘Body and Soul,’ of course. Finish 
has Buddy going to sax, slip horn 


and finally the piano accordion for 
a hip-hurrah finish and the most 
satisfactory moment in the enter- 
tainment. Rush, 


‘FILM HOUSE RE 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Aug. 26. 
Apparently encouraged by the 
business done two weeks ago, with 
stage show then credited rather 
'than ‘War Correspondent’ (Col), 


with most of their show intact, are 
back here for another week. And 
now along with another Columbia 
picture, ‘Night Club Lady.’ 

On their first appearance here the 
Jessel-Talmadge unit, with Burns 
and Alter, - Three Rhythm-~-BReys and 


others, the house did $64,500, an 
excellent take. 
Show went to the Paramount, 


Brooklyn, for a week and is back 


here with minor changes. Instead 
of June McCloy there’s’ Vivian 
Janis, songstress, who does her 


main assignment early in the pro- 
ceedings and later has a duet with 
Donald Novis, NBC, who is the 
punch of the 60-minute unit. He 
was on last week’s bill here and is 
held over for the returning Jessel- 
Talmadge pot-pourri. A third week 
has already been set for him as 
well. 

In some quarters in Paramount- 
Publix hopes are high that Novis 
may develop into another Rudy Val- 
lee. Backed by that feeling, Publix 
may keep him here longer. 

The air singer, who my been get- 
ting a big buildup y NBC, is 
clumsily introduced in the show so 
far as buildup by Par from its stage 
is concerned. At no time is his 
name mentioned, Jessel going only 
as far as to confuse him with Mor- 
ton Downey for gag’s sake and then 
ealling it square by referring to 
him merely as Donald. 

Prior to this Donald is spotted in 
a Parisian street set, singing of 
Charmaine. It’s a duet with the 
woman working from behind a win- 
dow scrim of one of the buildings 
of the street scene. Later Novis 
|steps down to ‘one,’ where Jessel 
comes on for a couple of minutes. 
Novis then launches into ‘It Was 
So Beautiful,’ which he sells ad- 
mirably. 

Novis has an appealing quality in 
his voice. The girls will say it’s 
pipes of feeling, understanding and 
romance. It will reflect that to 
them at least, and from the woman’s 
viewpoint he is probably at his best 
on such a number as Berlin’s ‘Al- 
; ways,’ which rockets Novis to a 
high point of applause for his get- 
away. 

Miss Janice’s vocal efforts em- 
brace two numbers shortly after the 
opening, immediately on top of Jes- 
sel’s topical talk on Walker, Hoover, 
etc. She has an agreeable manner 
and a fair voice. Jessel interrupts 
her Detween the two songs for an 
apparent buildup bit that seemed 
needless—or at least doesn’t help in 
any direction. 

There is much of this buildup 
thing all the way through, particu- 
larly between Jessel, Miss Tal- 
madge and the team of Burns and 
Allen, but most of it is gagged up 
so that no one will mind. 

The Three Rhythm Boys, colored 
dancers of unusual cleverness, are 
billed this week as the Lucky Seven 
Trio. 

Business good Friday night at the 
first deluxe performance. Char, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Aug. 26. 

Under the title of the ‘Impres- 
i sion’ 7? yews 
current at the Fox, Brooklyn, does 
not quite measure up to the F-M 
standard in that it is not well knit 
and is lacking in sock comedy, 
thouzn two of the four acts are 
supposed to contribute to this end. 
Title peymits it to be made a catch- 
all of production material which 
does rot match up with other Ideas, 
and it apparently intended to reveal 
various nationalities. Some nice 
costuming, but by and large it 
‘makes a rather dull 31 mins. 

Opens with a line of 11 girls 
dressed as supposedly French sol- 
diers in cuirasses and jack boots, 
performing military evolutions on 
a stairway, with a little dancing. 
Costuming is original, but does not 
make tne girls attractive. Joe Rose 
contributes a brief bit of acrobatic 
dancing in this section. Good tricks, 
but not well sold. 
| Goes to. ‘one’ for the act of Du 
Calion. who does too much talking 
for this large auditorium. When 
he gets up on his ladder he is lost, 
since :e is too far from the mikes. 
Stuff gets out about 10 rows and 
fades, but he was solid in some 
pantomimic comedy. 

Next bit is supposed to be a cos- 
tume flash, the girls’ skirts being 
'turn2-d up to suggest cups, the un- 
‘derside being painted to resemble 
‘china decoration. Five of these for 
}a toe routine and others, differently 
| costumed in dresses which kill all 
| sraceful effect of the steps, taking 
;the second turn. Corinne, solo 
dancer, contributes a bit here, but 
lot small importance in spite of its 
excellence of style. 
| Headliner, Natacha 
nounced in ‘The Dance of 
| Wind.’ Black: draped stage with a 
huge vase of flowers provided with 











Nattova, an- 


George Jessel and Norma Talmadge, | 
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|ganist here 
the | bers cre sans novelty, but musical. | 


| 


has made familiar. Here the light- 
ing and colors are inferior to the 
Roxy’s, but still good, the girls 
posed on a series of steps backstage 
to give the arch effect. Down front 
for a number, revealing front cos- 
|tuming of cloth of gold as a back- 
ground to bare legs, then back to 
the staircase for the final picture. 

To set the dance platforms the 
Fourflushers, a quartet of semi- 
pansy sailors , do acrobatic and 
dance stuff, with an occasional 
lapse into talk, but not too much. 
They lack the ability to project 
|themselves, with the laughs scat- 
tering, though some of the work is 
very well done. Suffer by compari- 
son with similar and better-timed 
acts. 

Fred Kinsley, who used to be at 
the N. Y. Hippodrome, is at the 
console here and doing nicely with 
a straight number and a novelty 
bit, the orchestra following with a 
medley of Gaynor-Farrell numbers 





announced as a prelude to ‘The 
First Year,’ due _ in. Martha 
Frances, a very blonde soprano, 


contributes a vocal interlude. 

Feature is ‘Passport to Hell,’ a 
newsreel, a Magic Carpet, and on 
the supper swing another feature, 
apparently used to avoid repeating 
the star film feature. 

Business up this week by more 
than 50%, but still not capacity. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Aug. 26. 


With Gaynor-Farrell (‘First 
Year’) on the screen and Raquel 
Torres on the boards, Imperial 
management figures they'll near 
the house record this week. It’s a 
well-proportioned, well-timed bill 
and standees flocked for the closing 
show on opening night. A pouring 
rain did nothing to help the box 
office. Up here they don’t take ref- 
uge in theatres; they stay at home 
,;and only venture out when they 
know where they’re going. Torres 
seems a draw. She got a show- 
stopping reception on her entrance. 


Bill opens in full stage beach set, 
with Bernie and Walker on in prop 
car and using radio patrol calls for 
'm. c.’ing. It’s a new idea up here 
and timely, in that local bluecoats 
are advocating this crime-curbing 
project and seeking to fall in line 
with Montreal, Vancouver and Win- 
nipeg. Without any build-up, Miss 
Torres is announced, and _ scores 
immediately on personality. She’s 
doing her ‘Lovable’ number and gets 
it over. 

Ballet eases on in bath suits for 
usual routine, but lends novelty to 
arm drills by doing these with life- 
savers. Bernie and Walker return, 
this time with Renee Torres as foil. 
She‘s a sister of Raquel and a 
knockout blonde, despite her billed 
nationality. Both the Torres girls 
talk well, faint accent lending a 
charm to their delivery. 


Henri Therrien trails with a 
tenor number, vocal style and un- 
spoiled manner sending the warbler 
over nicely. He was the singer in 
‘Street Angel,’ but keeps this quiet. 
Tom, Dick and Harry next for com- 
edy hoofing, with 12-girl line-up 
back in shorts and sweaters for an 
athletic routine, the double sextette 
closing with a slow-tempo boxing 
bout that showed fine synchroniza- 
tion and discipline. 


Anderson and Allen are next to 
closing with a burlesque hand-to- 
hand act that had no trouble in get- 
ing over. Then Raquel Torres back 
for the closer, this time in a grass 
skirt for a South Seas dance. It’s 
not too hot, considering the illusion 
that timothy lends, and is marked 
by a grace and restraint that is un- 
usual in a dance number of this 
type. The fetching brunet again 
scores, and there’s a company round- 
up for the finale. 

Jack Arthur takes the baton for 
the overture, there are the usual 
screen fillers. McStay. 


—_——— 


FOX, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 24. 


Presentation idea going over 
nicely at this house since reopening, 
with Jack Crawford as m.c. and two 
or three imported acts for weekly 
changes. There is a holdover now 
and then. 

Don Smith, tenor, known on the 
air 1s well as stage, held over this 
week. David and Hilda Murray, 
ballroom dance act, also being held 
over into next week. 

With news of Paramount (F-WC), 
the town’s biggest theatre (3,106), 
to open Sept. 15, plan is to take this 
stage band presentation to Fifth 
Avenue theatre, with F&M shows to 
move to Paramount. 

Crawford's band climaxes in 
‘Limehouse Blues’ number with a 





dancing in the aisles. This 15- 
piece band has some specialty tal- 
ent, too, including Paul Tutmarc 
and Homer Sweetman, singers. 
Winnifred Renworth is new or- 
and liked. Her num- 


This show was caught at mat with | 
small crewd on hand, but Murrays 


swing that makes the folks think of | 











NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


Embassy’s Saturday mat audi- 
ences are not only thinner, but list- 
less. There wasn't a whisper of 
reaction to thorough political cov- 
erage, including an_ interview with 
Paul Bilect. LE Vt 

Quite possibly it is not entirely 
the fault of the audience. The Em- 
bassy is developing a habit of let- 
ting certain clips overrun. While 
the Ottawa pact signing was inter- 
esting, the same purpose would 
have been achieved if Fox-Hearst 
had dispensed with a lot of the for- 
malities and trimmed the subject to 
brief coverage as observed by 
Pathe. 

Overfootage is evident in library 
matter, in which this program 
abounds Blackpool bathers is one 
case in point. The London resort, 
seen many times in the reels be- 
fore, was allowed to run beyond all 
reason. 

Embassy made an excelient sub- 
ject of the latest Forest Hills tour- 
ney. f£eldom has a tennis cham- 
pionship contest been so well pho- 
tographed, the F-H cameraman hav- 
ing appreciated long volleys as well 
as a few whacks at the ball before 
the long dissertation that usually 
gets on film of the cup presenta- 
tion and the bromidic speech of 
acceptance. 

F-H went to a lot of trouble to 
cover the Picard balloon flight. 
Views of the scientist in the day- 
time ‘surrounded by Swiss vil- 
lagers are followed by the early 
morning take-off. The cameraman, 
to be sure that nothing was left 
undone, even chartered a plane and 
kept above the bag until the avi- 
ator decided to nose down. 

Arrival in New York of Amelia 
Earhart after her 19-hour coast 
flight and the descent of the two 
women endurance fliers were other 
clips to be seen only on the Em- 
bassy screen Saturday afternoon. 

A happy dip into the library was 
made for the clip on the last eclipse 
of the sun. This is bound to whet 
interest for the moon passage to 
occur Wednesday. 

Other Embassy subjects include 
Kaye Don testing speedboat in De- 
troit Sydney, Aus., football, launch- 
ing of the Washington, twin ship to 
the Meznhattan; Von Hinderburg 
reviewing troops, Riviera carnival, 


TRANSLUX 


From the standpoint of the fresh 
silent title which hooks right into 
the news, the Luxer’s selection for 
a lead is all right. But when the 
jclips which follow are _ identical 


WEE 4. Sere eee ilaichison family, 


Vermont-to-Norway and New York- 
to-Rome flights which have been 
seen at both theatres under vire- 
tually the same circumstances, the 
editorial judgment is hard to fol- 
low. 

If the Luxer did not want to lead 
with political sequence of Roose- 
velt’s Columbus’ speech, Curtis’ 
views on the 18th Amendment and 
Hoover's vacation with the camera- 
men, then it had as exclusives Sat- 
urday afternoon either the arrival 
of Mollison in New York or first 
scenes of the fight farmers are put<- 
ting up against low prices in Iowa, 

The better times campaign has 
for the current episode a Pathe ine 
terview with the president of the 
U. S. Chamber of Commerce and 
more shots by Universal of indi- 
vidual companies in various indus- 
tries which are going for volume, 
The Universal method of visiting 
the various plants and showing the 
worker crowds with dinner pails 
holds more encouragement for the 
average jobless than the finest 
booster speeches under close-up. 

Saturday matinee attendance at 
the Luxer since it closed the first 
half of the house and mixed three 
short subjects in with the news is 
conspicuously larger. Where they 
were standing them up here at the 
same time nearly half of the seats 
in the Embassy were vacant. 

Watermelon derby in Mississipp! 
is a relief from beauty contests. The 
crowd of colored boys digging into 
the red is a subject that could have 
been packed with laughs had the 
contact man used a little originality, 
It was a very orderly affair, how- 
ever. 

Other Pathe clips (and practi- 
cally 95% of the program this week 
is Pathe) include: West Pointers 
hiking, fall hats, British golfers in 
Massachusetts, phoney glider, Cali- 
fornia motorcycle race, the British 
King’s Royal Marines. Waly? 





baby parade, Carnera gagging with 
femme boxers, colored Elks in Ate 
lantic City, police target practice, 
national air derby, German mone 








writer and author-director to write 
and stage an original musical tab 
hasn’t helped materially the Fan- 
chon & Marco lineup for new sea- 
son, if the opening performance of 
‘Hearts of Broadway,’ featuring 
Vera Gordon, can be taken as 
criterion. Archie Gottler is respon- 
sible for book and staging, and it 
will take many rehearsals to whip 
it into salable merchandise. 


There are high spots, and they 
compensate for some of the draggy 
sections, but it’s the second F.& M 
show in three weeks to be minus 
modern tempo. 

Vera Gordon, with a picture. fol- 
lowing, should prove a draw. 

At the State this week they have 
Will Rogers on the screen in ‘Down 
to Earth’ as the b.o. lure, and up 
to 1 p.m. price tilt the customers 
were out in force. After that it 
sagged. 

Unit is story of the theatre, with 
Miss Gordor as the kindly pro- 
prietor of an actors’ boarding house. 
Fortunately, a couple of specialty 
acts give the pay mob a run for 
their money. Four Juggling Nor- 
mans garner the applause, and Sid- 
ney Page, assisted by his two 
pages, Topsy McMahon and Peggy 
Earle,’ provide the laughs. Miss 
Gordon’s biggest moment is her 
mother scene from ‘Humoresque.’ 

Opening brings on 12 line girls 
for a typical musical introduction, 
with gals chanting, ‘We are the 
chorus,’ ete. Scene then shifts to 
chorus dressing room, followed by 
quick transformation to a perform- 
ance staged for an imaginary audi- 
ence on the back drop. After lively 
line dancing, and a stage door bit 
for comedy, scene shifts to interior 
of Miss Gordon's boarding house. 

Max Lerner does a tenor solo at 
this point, with song and routine 
by femmes interjected. 
one, Miss Gordon leads 
‘Humoresque’ scene, which had the 
customers Wiping their eyes. 

From here show 


Indian club manipulations. Two 

toe-dance ensembles, with one a 

semi-strip for a speedy tempo. 
Sidney Page next with big laughs, | 





| pages are 
|; comedy registers solidly. 


and had little trouble clicking. His 
talented, and their hoke 
30th por- 
tray ‘goof’ parts. 

At this point Miss Gordon intro- 
duces her daughter, Nadji, who at- 


gathers speed. | 
Normans mop with fast routine of | 


French fashion show, Wildwood | keys. Waly. 
STATE, L. A. | PARAMOUNT, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 26. Los Angeles, Aug. 25. 

Bringing in a New York song- Class stage entertainment. The 


feature, ‘Devil and the Deep,’ de- 
spite Gary Cooper, seemed a weak 
draw on opening day, Thursday. 

Stage end is topped by Fuzzy 
Knight doing his usual floor show 
routine of nut comedy. He is a re- 
peat, having played the house about 
eight weeks ago. Scores heavily, 
and with a change of material could 
hold over. Three Jacks and a 
Queen, adagio dancers, work in 
front of a black drop. The catcher 
wears a black suit and mask, 
making him invisible on dim stage. 
Girl is thrown to him with the illu- 
sion she is suspended in midair 
when caught. 

Gumm_ Sisters, harmony _ trio, 
socked with two numbers. Selling 
end of trio is the 10-year-old sister 
with a pip of a lowdown voice. Kid 
stopped the show, but wouldn’t give 
more. Three Society Steppers, male 
hoofers, do one off-rhythm routine. 
Working in morning coats and top- 
pers they make a neat appearance, 
Their work is away above the aver- 
age in tap dancing. 

Line girls work twice, opening 
and closing. Opening is a tap. 
Closing is an interpretative voodoo 
dance with Lester Horton soloing. 
Dance is meaningless, but fills the 
stage for the close-in. 

Georgie Stoll’s pit band handles 
excerpts from ‘Martha’ for the over- 
ture in class style. Rudolph Hojos 
and Virginia Karns vocalize. All 
well received. 

Betty Boop 








cartoon and Par 
sound news complete the screen 
fare. Business indifferent first eve- 
ning performance Thursday. Call, 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Aug. 29. 
of show this week and 





Plenty 


Working in | nienty ¢ 
up to her fully. f it could be cut success- 


Probably won't with the pic- 
| ture running but 68 min. 


Stage show runs 60 min. with 
overture taking 13. Of the stage 
show Radcliffe and Rogers are 


the big noise and that with a big 
production handicap. At the open- 
ing show the duo followed 30 min- 
utes with the traveler closing in on 


the preceding production number 
which looked so much like the 
finale that plenty of the audience 


started walking before the 
could get out from the wings. 


pair 
They 
didn’t let it feaze them and prompt- 


‘various’ stirrups on which the Ww “show stoppers nevertheless. | tempts a serious solo based on unit ho ani 2 ae aap 
dancer strikes poses in the inter- | yn Smith, who sings in rich tones | title, but fails to register. Finale . “gpa wentes be PRs 
vals of her posturing on the stage’?and with unstudied gestures that/is a tableaux spectacle, with Miss Other outstanding item of enter- 
|Highly artistic, but it didn’t meay | fit, iid likewise. Lively finale with iGordon in white. and entire com- amen a is pos! OvEET ETS, Lou 
a thing to Brooklyn. J lall hands assembled. On the screen pany in sort of a modern spiritual es ane Led a to Maw and he 
| Breaks into the finale, a modifMcea-|‘Speak Easily’ (M-G-M). News Jan Rubini overture started pro- | i mcaicine aad (Lee Mason) does 
!tion of the rainbow which the roxy | shots and comedy short. Trepp. ' ceedings. (Continued on page 37) 
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I JEW 
OWEN MOORE 


Personal Appearance 
‘4 Mins.; In One 
State, New York 

Vehicle chosen by picture player 
for his vaude appearances is well 
adapted to his suave, easy-going 
personality. It's a talking reel 
plotted around the old domestic tri- 
angle with Moore playing the lover 
role and carrying on a conversation 
with the screen figures from the 
stage when not taking part in the 
frothy piece’s enactment. Idea is 
not new, but is deftly handled here, 
bringing out the light, debonair 
touches of the Moore acting style. 


Opens his turn with .- n assurance 
that he won't talk about Hollywood, 
an assurance that has become a set 
routine with the stage entrants 
from the film colony, and goes into 
i spiel about his ability and urge 
to play a jew’s-harp. teturns to 
this topic for the walkoff, at no 
time making any eéffort to play the 
mouthpiece, Dull stuff this, but the 
creen portion of the act has every 
lement of general appeal. Reel’s 
inti-climax in which Moore from 
the stage shoots the characters in 
the playlet provides the one novel 
twist and food for a chuckle or two. 

Odec, 





WHITESIDE, ANITA and 

BROWER (5) 

Singing, Dancing 
17 Min.; Special in Full 
Grand O. H. 

Loosely knit and overlong for 
what it actually has to offer in the 
way of flash production, but merit- 
ing something above smallie rating 
because of the presence of a couple 
of standout performers. One is 
Sammy Brower, whose hockstep 
specialty is the high spot, and the 
ether a wisp of a toe dancer who 
can take those fast twirls with a 
grace and an ease that’s u treat. 


Only other niche allotted Brower 
is for his soft-shoe skating number. 
Would be to the turn’s advantage 
te move this bit up to the fore part 
of the routine and insert the hock 
spasms between the toe whirligig 
and the acrobatic fan terpsicality 
by the other femme dancer. Shift- 
ing of the items would give pace 
and direction to the proceedings, 
and Brower could still bring in an- 
other hock shuffle for the finale. As 
the act now stands that hock spec- 
tacle saves th. turn from simmer- 
ing completely out at the curtain, 


Acrobatic dancer has the figure 
and the face and makes a fair im- 
pression with her main contribu- 
tion, the fan-waving and back- 
bending fantasy. Between terpsy 
specialties there’s a young blonde 
with an immature coloratura, but 
oke for the spots the act is likely to 
play around. For the finish the 
lad, who accompanies the turn at 
the piano and apparently is the 
stager of the flash, introduces his 
own idee of whipping up the ap- 
plause. Calls it auctioning, but the 
gavel-pounding does the trick. Ob- 
viously he’s one not to take any 
chances. Odec. 





HOLLYWOOD ON PARADE 
Imitations, Songs, Dances 

20 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Act has nothing to do with RKO 
or Radio Pictures despite the name, 
same as used by Radio for its radio 
broadcasts. It has been consider- 
ably changed since around last 
time. It could stand some more 
changing. 

Attractive idea here, entire turn 
being made up of doubles of film 
luminaries. Some of the selections 
are not so good, however, and the 
material also could be bettered. 

Opens with Arthur Hartley, m.c., 
at a mike introducing the stars. 
Screen bit of a flash Hollywood 
opening has been dropped. Intro- 
duced are allegedly Jean Harlow, 
Slim Summerville, Lupe Velez, Bus- 


ter Keaton, Jim Cagney, Nancy 
Carroll, Estelle Taylor, Greta 
rarbo. Anna May Wong from the 


previous turn has disappeared, 


Scrim parts for an Ellis Island 
bit between ‘Hartley’ and ‘Pola 
Negri,’ then going full stage for a 
Montmartre cafe scene, with spe- 
cialties by all. 

Lass doing Negri has a cute ac- 
cent and good comedy sense, and 
the lad doing Jim Cagney is a cork- 
ing good dancer. His hock step 
routine up and down stairs while 
jumping a rope would go over even 
if he didn’t look like Cagney. Sum- 
merville (looking more like Charlie 
Murray than anybody) and Greta 
Garbo are atmosphere only and the 
others all sing or dance for no 
practical amusement value. 

Best imitation of the lot, although 
unmentioned and possibly not real- 
ized, is Arthur Hartley, who could 


call himself Norman Brokenshire 
with no objections. He's a per- 
sonable and able mac. working 


strictly along refined radio lines, 
quite novel in vaude of today, 
which usually goes for the raucous 
Kauf. 


GENE AUSTIN (3) 
Songs 

11 Mins.; Two (Drapes) 
State-Lake, Chicago 

Gene Austin, now moored at 
NBC's Chicago headquarters for 
network upbuilding, has a reputa- 
tion as a singer that goes back for 
years and several million phono- 
graph records. He's a singer of 
popular songs and of established 
ability. But it is hardly borne out 
by the present act he is doing. Only 
occasional glimpses of Gene Austin, 
known to fame, could be obtained. 

It’s bad routining all the way. 
Act is not presented attractively 
nor sold smartly. Tae ‘coldness’ 
about everything remains. His 
numbers were familiar favorites, 
but the arrangements don't bring 
out his vocal versatility. There is 
no lightness or buoyancy to the act 
at any point. 

Three musicians, probably from 
NBC, carried for support. They 
wear blue berets and long smocks 
of the same color. One plays the 
piano and is visible throughout. 
Cornetist and bass violin are heard, 
but not seen until late, when drapes 
part to reveal them standing on a 
second grand piano to which the 
accompanist moves when Austin 
seats himself at the downstage 


ivories. 

At least one number, which 
should have been hot, was hope- 
lessly messed by the cornetist, who 
lost his way. Austin would have 
done better alone, or just with the 
pianist. Act played a week in 
Louisville preceding the State-Lake 
engagement. In its present state it 
will not enhance Austin’s standing. 
It is distinctly unworthy of him. 

Land 





FABER and FORD 

Songs, Gags 

12 Mins.; One (Drapes) 
State-Lake, Chicago 

Harry Faber since the break-up 
with Lita Wales has been tutoring 
his new foil in pick-up dates around 
the middle west. Act is of the same 
type as the Faber and Wales and 
some of the material is identical, as 
is the general style of the new girl, 
Marjorie Ford. 

Miss Ford is _ class. No two 
opinions there. She carries a 
symmetrical torso mounted on two 
Ziegfeldian pillars well displayed in 
glossy silk iights. Faber’s taste 
was always good and his notions 
on dressing a soubret are show- 
manly. He has a good partner and 
a good chance, but with some im- 
portant qualifications at the present 
writing. 

Chiefly he needs smart chatter. 
He got too much of his present ma- 
terial out of his commodious trunk. 
Modern vaudeville demands that de- 
livery, however suave, experienced 
and nonchalant, shall be matched 
by quips inherently funny and rea- 
sonably new. 

There was an unmistakable un- 
dercurrent at the State-Lake in 
favor of Faber and Ford. They 
wanted to like ’em, but the gags 
were insufficiently funny or too 
widely spaced. Act lacked upward 
and onward acceleration. 

Miss Ford has a splendid singing 
voice of considerable power, but in 
handling her lines is too modulated. 
Crisper, more pointed reading is im- 
perative. It will have the additional 
advantage of cutting down the need 
for Faber to repeat so many of her 
lines before giving his own answer. 
There is an obvious need for more 
seasoning, 

Act is a candidate when fixed. 
They got three men on bases but 
couldn't bring in a score. Land, 


THE FITZGERALDS 
Chair Balancers 

7 Mins.; Full Stage 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Not a new act, but apparently not 
caught around New York. It does 
not appear in ‘Variety's’ files. Plural 
is used, although there is only one 
performer, a man, with a bright- 
faced girl assistant hustling props 
and dressing up the act. 

Familiar, but assured chair bal- 
ances, one on tor of a pile of five 
tables and another on the necks of 
two glass bottles. For variety the 
man leaps to a table, into a barrel 
and out into another while blind- 
folded and in a bag. Repeated with 
the blindfold from the top of the 
five-table nvramid, which makes 
considerable of a jump. Not hurt 
by abortive comciy efforts and 
work is done rapidly and with sure- 
ness. Possibly from the circus or 
carnival field, but a good opener in 
the B houses. 


WINNi‘E and DOLLY 
Acrobatics 

9 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Winnie and Dolly have been 
around for some years, but they 
now have an act which ought to 
place them without trouble on 
either end of most vaude houses. 

Special set represents a boat with 
the man fishing. He brings over a 
mermaid, nicely costumed, for a 
g00d opening effect. Nice swing 
and perch work follows with both 
equally adept at handling ropes and 
the swinging bar, Kauf. 











PALACE, N. Y. 


The question this week will be 
whether ‘White Zombie" on the 
screen, second run, or Arthur Tracy 
(Street Singer), with an air follow- 
ing, can be credited with whatever 
business is done. Week should be 
above average strictly on the 
strength of box office lure, surely 
not as a result of the intrinsic value 
of what’s dished out inside. 

House was well populated Satur- 
day afternoon, with a few standees 
during the second showing of the 
vaude. Women were in the major- 
ity. This may not explain anything 
so far as draw is concerned, except 
that perhaps both ‘Zombie,’ a chiller, 
and Tracy should be naturals for 
the ladies, 

Which of the two holds the 
strongest attraction is anybody's 
guess, but chances are the picture 
has the edge. Tracy has been around 
a lot lately, including in picture 
house engagements. 

He doesn’t have much of an act 
as acts go. While his voice, which 
sells him on the air for CBS invites 
no complaint, his lack of personality 
and showmanship is something else 
again when on personals. Tracy’s 
makeup is also poor, but lighting 
might serve to cover up both that 
and other deficiencies the radio has 
nothing to worry about. Like most 
of his brethren from the ether 
waves, Tracy employs a mike. While 
doing so may serve to emphasize 
air pre-eminence, at the same time 
it wards off any opportunity to 
gauge the actual potency of the 
voice. 

Tracy tries hard to sell himself, 
but hasn't yet acquired the knack. 








He did four numbers at the second 
Saturday mat, but aroused no more 
than a fairly good response, efforts 
to bow his way into a fifth song 
failing. 

It’s Vic Oliver, in fifth, and Alex 
Hyde, closing, who far outdistance 
the air warbler on applause. 
Oliver seemed in finest fettle. He 





HANLON BROTHERS and 

WOLF (3) 

Comedy Acrobatics, Singing 

16 Min.; Special in Full 

Grand O. H. 

Counle of descendants of the 
Hanlon clan are around again with 
the old set of tricks, but dressed up 
a little differently. Locale for this 
fast whirl of pantomiming and 
skeleton chasing is now the lobby 
of a hotel, with the lad, Wolf, on 
the talk and song interpolating end. 
Mirror doubling bit is still there as 
well as the hocus pocus of the head 
chopping and the capering on and 
off stage of the bony crew. 
Mirth-:naking stuff that is ele- 
mental, but still timeless for the 
kids «nd the adult mob that haven't 
outgrown that level. Response here 
was pretty unanimous, with the 
simple katzenjammers drawing a 
steady fire of chuckles and shrieks. 
Two warbling interludes fit into the 
proceedings acceptably. Odec. 





ROSS and BENNETT 

Comedy 

13 Mins.; One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Man and woman in a Burns and 
Allen style act, which will get over 
in the family trade, but lacks fin- 
ish for more ambitious bookings. 
The woman works almost too hard, 
over-using her facial expressions 
and using too many bodily contor- 
tions. If the stuff is there the audi- 
ence will not need a tipoff and if it 
isn’t the mugging does not help 
much, 

In spite of this the woman has 
a gingery style that was liked at 
this house. Does a Dumb Dora style 
of comedy, interfering in the man’s 
work, and making a number of good 
points. The man works with more 
assurance, though he is largely a 
feeder. 


THREE OLYMPICS 
Skating 

4 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace 

Maybe it should be the Three 
Olympians for correct grammar, but 
nonetheless, here’s a roller-skating 
turn that tips the scales high in 
their favor. Has enough finish to 
merit picture house booking if it can 
be conveniently spotted. 

Two men and a girl comprise the 
act. They whirl through only four 
minutes, but cram a lot into that 
running time. Much of the roller- 
skating routine, built around pirou- 
ettes, carrying, and some dance 
work, contains originality. 

Trio is effectively costumed and 
earries a lighting plot that en- 
hances act’s showing. Char. 


DONIA and WHITE 

Comedy, Singing, Instrumental 
11 Mins.; One 

Tri-Boro, Astoria 

Frank Donia has in his new part- 
ner a comely girl whose personality 
and ability strengthen his new two- 
act. Miss White, in her work, over- 
shadows the comedy material. She 
saves the act at the finish with an 
impersonation of Ted Lewis. 

Turn is not strong material, but 
it was spotted next to closing here, 
possibly due to the fact there were 
two full-stage attractions 6n-—the 
bill, and Mary Marlowe, second, was 
no stronger a bet for the big niche- 

Donia previously worked with 
Stella McNeal. Prior to that his 
two acts were Donia and Clark, and 











Donia and Mack, har, 


tied up the works cold after building 
evenly to a high point of satisfac- 
tion. It's Oliver himself throughout, 
with his instrumental work, ciown- 
ing and gagging that digs a deep 
furrow of favor all along, but it’s 
the gags that go with the violin 
double for the walkaway that pre- 
cipitates the heavy mitt, 

Hyde and his Charmers as he 
dubs the 12 girls with him, had 
smooth sailing all along, with the 
house strongly his way. Early in 
the proceedings, he brings forth 
Ruth Burns who does numbers with 
a,touch that has enough appeal for 
anybody. She works before a mike, 
her voice finding its way through 
the amplifiers so well it suggests 
she ought to be good on the air. 

Hyde himself, a little dynamo, 
wastes no time. He has one of the 
fastest novelty entertaining orches- 
tras around. Nothing seems to be 
overdone, although Miss Burns has 
two stretches, nearer the close, giv- 
ing an impression of radio estars 
without names mentioned. 

Tschaikowsky's ‘Fourth Sym- 
phony’ makes for an impressive fin- 
ish. It sent Hyde over high enough 
to have warranted an encore, which 
he deigned after doing 30 minutes. 

Sharing the comedy burden with 
Oliver, Daphne Pollard did nicely 
third. The short-legged comedienne 
does four numbers, winding up with 
the park bench man-hunting bit she 
once made into a Vitaphone short. 
In this she’s assisted by an unbilled 
man as a cop. 

Audience liked Miss Pollard mod- 
erately well, going strongest per- 
haps for her ‘Miss Reno’ song and 
dance, third in her routine. 

Bud Harris’ three-act spotted sec- 
ond. In his lately acquired unbilled 
partner Harris does not have a 
strong team-mate, but with Harris 
constantly on watch to see that 
nothing starts to slip, there are no 
casualties. The new partner is 
weak on the singing assignment and 
a trifle stiff on crossfire. His 
younger brother, the nimble kid 
dancer, is still with Harris and to 
him goes much of the credit for 
strength of the finish, 

Three Olympics (New Acts), roller 
skating trio opens. About as nicely 
presented and executed a turn of its 
kind coming to notice of late. 

The Palace has been going in for 
lobby ballyhoo a lot lately, but the 
coffin gag on ‘Zombie,’ which was 
in evidence in the morning, was 
taken out quickly. It had Zombie 
Standing over a coffin from which 
& woman as though dead suddenly 
‘appeared rising in the air. 
Trimmings on_ screen’ include 
Pathe News and ‘Hollywood Beauty 
Hints’ (Par). Char, 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 27. 
An enervating bill with yawning 
chasms of dullness a mile wide. 
Jackson and Gardner's hoke was 
the most successful in rousing en- 
thusiasm while the headliner, Gene 


Austin, due to a badly routined act, 
barely sustained his responsibility. 
Rest of the acts were fair to 
middling. An almost complete lack 
of finesse or imagination in book- 
ing made the result inevitable. 

For a picture the State-Lake has 
Columbia's ‘Hollywood Speaks’ 
which at least has a better title and 
subject for public attraction than 
most of the features the house has 
been getting. However, it will be 
—e a fair week at the cash regis- 
er. 


Vaudeville commenced with Edith 
Karen and her boy friends. This 
is a carbon copy. Those three male 
hoofers in their not-to-be-escaped 
‘contests’ are getting awfully stale 
out here in the hog belt. True they 
are reasonably distinguished ex- 
ponents of their craft and Miss 
Karen does okay, but the act de- 
pends too much on its whirlwind 
finish. This speed clinches the ap- 
plause, but the entertainment qual- 
ity before is less authentic. 


Harry Faber with his new and 
spiffy partner, Marjorie Ford (New 
Acts) deuced quietly. Act requires 
two things; a little more breaking 
in and a iot more material. 


Kay and Jack Spangler treyed 
with about an even split between 
their smart moments and their 
stage waits. Despite the elegance 
and eclat of Miss Spanglers’ con- 
trol kicks, the act couldn’t pick the 
show up and give it the push which 
it finally got from Edgar Gardner 
and Wally Jackson, hokesmiths of 
considerable facility. Piano player 
with the Spanglers worked in badly 
soiled wardrobe that a stagehand 
wouldn’t be seen wearing on the 
job. 

Gene Austin’s act is a hindrance 
to him. He would do better out 
there alone, squatting at the piano, 
and making Limself more informal 
and ingratiating. He carries three 
smocked musicians who clutter up 
the stage and completely ruined at 
least one number. His turn is re- 





ported more in detail under New 
Acts. 
Sidney Marion, gtill drenching 


orchestra leaders with his sputter- 
ing dialect, was next to closing and 
the type the State-Lake usually 
fancies. But he couldn’t make or 
Save the bill and the Clemeons- 
Béilings turn closing was regarded 
as dimply the final wait before the 
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STATE 


New York, Aug. 27. ° 

Lota of schnozzle on view this 
week. It's there on the Screen, 
‘Speak Easily’ (Metro), with the 
Durante landmark spread across a 
mile or so of celluloid and it also 
makes its conspicuousness felt in a 
couple spots on the vaude bill. One 
difference between the latter exhibj. 
tions is that the schnozzle plays an 
important part in the garnering of 
the laughs for the Mills, Kirk and 
Martin madhouse, while in the case 
of Lew Pollock the posing of the 
profile becomes an incidental phase 
of the act. 

Schnozzle angle of the show ig 
also made the grand motif of the 
decor in front of the house, and in- 
cidentally one of the smash lay. 
outs on the street this week. There 
to sock the glimmers of the passer- 
by is a huge papier mache cast of 
the Durante pan with the proboscia] 
projection extending a goodly way 
over the sidewalk, while the photog 


in the vaude frames add their share 
to the schnozz festival, 


Stage array offers nothing sure- 


fire in the way of b.o. names to help 
yank them in, but once _ inside 
there’s enough to keep them atten- 
tive and to send them away well 
entertained. Runoff hits several 
slow-moving if not dull stretches 
between the opening acrobatic sock- 
erino, the Four Casting Stars, and 
the knock ‘im down and drag ‘im 
out madwagegery of the Mills, Kirk 
and Martin trio. 

Popping on and off of Charles 
Judels between the acts didn’t help 
speed things any. Besides being 
teamed up with Ann Pennington in 
the middle of the bill somebody had 
saddled Judels with a m.c, assign- 
ment on a setup that could have 
easily done without the intrusion. 
Not that the dialectician incurred 
any voluble objection, but it was the 
same gag over and over again with 
each successive appearance and it 
wasn’t long before the thing palled, 


In his own niche with Ann Pen- 
nington Judels landed hard and 
unanimously in that part of the act 
that had them together for a black- 
out built around the inevitable tri- 
angle. Script itself has been in 
shorts, revues and myriad vaude 
turns, and although it was obvious 
that almost all present knew the 
answers Judels’ deft comedy touches 
built it for far bigger returns than 
it otherwise merited. Skit, at least, 
had Judels in his metier. Filling in 
as the third member of the triangle 
was Roy Roberts, whose mugging 
as the embarrassed spouse seemed 
a little too indefinite for vaude. 
Roy’s style indicated he is a recruit 
from legit. As the frau filling in for 
the maid and the nub of the ensue 
ing complications, Ann Penningtos 
does a fairish piece of line reading, 
and makes an ample foil for the 
fast-shooting Judels. But what ime 
pressed the customers far more was 
the old Pennington, shaking and 
wiggling all the way to the hips and 
then some. Paired with her during 
the dancing interludes was Waddy 
Coyle, a personable youth gifted 
with a flexible pair of legs and & 
personality besides. Scored nicely 
on a tap exhibit of his own. 

Instead of the usual radio star 
the bill this week has a picture 
name, Owen Moore. Hard to teil 
through the session whether Moore 
was coming or going, though the 
vehicle was tailor-made for this 
suave fellow's slow-moving person- 
ality. Gimmick he uses is not novel. 
It’s the personal appearance celeb 
carrying on a conversation with 
some one on the screen. In this 
case the reel unwinds a triangular 
plot, with Moore in the lover role, 
one moment on the screen and the 
next on the side of the stage kid- 
ding the celluloid enactment. Wraps 
around this a lot of chatter about 
his ability and urge to play a jew’s 
harp, but the thing at the curtain 
remains one of those unfilled de- 
sires, Reaction at the finish here 
was more than satisfactory. 


Mills, Kirk and Martin, ticketed 
for next-to-shut, lifted the show 
into high from their very entry and 
made it a merry slaughter for the 
next 15 minutes. No gainsaying 
that here’s one of ‘the’ rowdiest, 
goofiest and funniest hokum char- 
ades playing vaud® nowadays and @ 
dead certain successor to the Clay- 
ton, Jackson and Durante mantle. 


Belle Blanche followed the Cast- 
ing Stars with a parade of song and 
talk impersonations that clicked 
solidly. Set herself in smoothly 
with the Ethel Merman takeoff and 
showed some fast voice and man- 
nerism adjustment in the anti-pro- 
hibition meeting conceit, with the 
speakers including Bert Lahr, Ed 
Wynn, Gracie Allen, Marie Dressler, 
Molly Goldberg (Pepsodent’s ‘Rise 
of the Goldbergs’) and Ethel Bar- 
rymore. Impression was enough to 
bring her back for four bows. 


Closing assignment went to Lew 
Pollock and the patchwork of war- 
bling and terp numbers built around 
several of his compositions. Good, 
diversified dancing for the most 





part, likable warbling and a neat 
piece of imaginative staging 
throughout, Went strong on the 
sendoft Odecw 
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‘ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


Paris, Aug. 17. 

Alhambra, a 2,600 nabe belonging 
to British Gaumont, and thus closely 
connected with the London Pavilion, 
jis now giving its few last programs 
with the eurrent policy of vaude 
for the first part of the bill and film 
for the second. This policy, which 

id handsomely for several months, 
is to be discontinued due to lack of 
product, and the house is going 
to straight vaude, meaning that this 
winter in Paris, the Alhambra, the 
Empire and the Pavilion will be 
three straight vaude houses, besides 
many dumps. 

Current bill is, of course, very 
gummerish, and includes only five 
acts, though house has shown as 
many as eight. Besides acts, house 
also has an orchestra of 30 under 

. Lucien Goldy. First part opens with 
the Puposys, acrobats, followed by 
Natal, man made up and acting as 
an ape. Next come Harris, Claire 
and Shannon, dancing trio, with 
the boy and the girl appearing 
separately and also together. Fred 
Gouin, a singer, follows and closing 
of the first purt has De Rocroy, 
conjurer, Who after pretending to 
cut a girl into pieces in the box 
where he hides her, gives away his 
trick by repeating it on himself with 
a faked guillotine. 

After intermission come _ the 
Natan newsreel, and a Paramount 
production ‘Coiffeur Pour Dames.’ 
This is booked in by Natan, who 
does the house’s programming under 
his arrangement for the release of 
Paramount pictures. Mazi. 


GRAND O. H. 


The Grand Opera House is one of 
the few spots in the world today 
that still has special prices for 
women. It’s 10 cents for kids. Men 
pay the top two-bits for a Saturday 
matinee. The women 15'cents. For 
this sum customers get two features 
and an hour of standard vaude. No 
two ways about it, the combina- 
tion offers value at the price. 

Of course, the vaude isn’t ace 
class, but the acts are experienced 
and have played the best ‘B’ spots 
of the major circuits when these 
were flourishing. This Hst includes 

Bud Carlell and Rosalie; Ken 
Christy and Co.; Jerome and Ryan, 
and the Johnny Tyrrell company. 

| Features, ‘By Whose Hand’ (Col) 





& 


<< 


and ‘Doomed Battalion’ (U). 

By comparison with the many de 
luxe spots the Grand Opera House, 
sticking to showmanship funda- 
men‘tals. looks heading forward as 
a real entertainment spot where 
solid standards of program value 
have never drifted. 

While 23d street, both as a resi- 
dential and as a business center, 
has shifted widely on last decade, 
the G. O. H. remains as it always 
was. Business at this Saturday 
afternoon show was near capacity, 
with top shelf half filled. 

Bill’s faults are minor ones. It 
may be that Rosalie in Carlell’s act 
would look better if she wore long 
stockings, but the audience didn’t 
mind. The desert drop in ‘three’ or 
*two’ which Carlell uses isn’t every- 
thing a de luxer might demand, here 
it was ok with the customers. Car- 
lell finishes with his five-rope spin 
and clicks. ‘ 

Tyrell uses four girls in his turn, 
arranged in three scenes, with drop 
hangings from ‘one’ to full, with a 
blonde who particularly attracts. 
Tyrell wisely brings her ahead in 
his work. Tyrell’s gaggy burlesque 
toe bit is excellent, and the trio of 
girls make a rhythmic dancing 
_8roup of a routine type. 

Ken Christy gives evidence of 
forcing his comic attempts. Buddy 
Brownell, if that’s her name, does a 
neat bit in a sleep-walking dance 
duet with Christy. The G. O. H. 
pomenep liked them all and showed 


Jerome and Ryan, with guitar 
and banjo, over stay in their 16 
minutes, but redeem themselves 
with a spirited finish. Their voices 
don’t seem fitted for the lighter or 
ballad tunes, and their radio bur- 
lesque, while over handsomely here, 
can be overdone. han, 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Usual five acts and not a par- 
ticularly good blend this week, but 
the show gets over nicely with a 
dancing act next to shut and a 
two-man talking act closing, which 
is not according to the ancient and 
honorable traditions of vaudeville, 
but with the picture to follow it 
does not seem to matter as much. 

As a matter of fact, Jack Pearl, 
who is @going a cross talk with a 
slick feeder, collects the big ap- 
plause and from that angle is en- 
titled to the last lick at the crowd. 
His broken German dialect is right 
at home in the Yorkville sector 
and in spite of its antiquity glides 
Over nicely, Pearl is a nice lesson 
to the school of comics who supply 
the laughter for their own jokes. 
His faith is well founded, for the 
house got him an@ got him quickly 
and even accorded a burst of ap- 











Fitzgeralds (New Acts) get the 
show off smartly with some nice 
chair balances and a couple of bar- 
rel jumps, the last off five tables 
into another barrel, which must 
have cost many barked shins in its 
acquirement, 

Second off is George Lyons and 
his harp. Standard act but gener- 
ally welcome in spite of Lyons’ 
forced comedy. He seems so naively 
pleased with his comedy efforts 
that he fools some of the audience 
and the others haven't the heart 
to undeceive him. Good enough to 
be played as a straight, but pos- 
sibly the comedy does help with a 
vaude audience. He does well with 
a jazz number in spite of the fact 
that the instrument does not lend 
itself well to the tempo. A little 
less self appreciation would help, 
but he did a nice 10 minutes here. 

Ross and Bennett class as a new 
act, though the foundation is the 
Burns and Allen style of Dumb 
Dora. May be a new formation, 
but not novices. Can collect with 
an easy crowd, but not so simple 
where they have to work for their 
score. 

Starnes-Kover dancers are the 
closers with their adagio novelty in 
which a third bearer does a black 
art and obtains odd effects with the 
girl apparently held in midair with- 
out too-visible support. About the 
only new angle on an adagio in a 
couple of years and really effective. 
Act is oddly routined in that a 
comedy straight fills in the rest 
with monolog material. He scored 
with an overlong recitative on ad- 
vertising which probably would 
have been better had it been half 
as long. Too much of a repeat as 
it stands, but the idea is good. 

Orch leader offered a novelty in 
a different music memory contest. 
He used an accordion and played a 
selection until someone called the 
name of the performer who had 
popularized the song. On ‘Harvest 
Moon’ Ruth Etting was first called, 
but corrected to Nora Bayes. A 
good idea and really aroused in- 
terest. 

Picture is ‘Skyscraper Souls’ and 
Metrotone News. Half a house on 
the supper show Saturday with rain 
spoiling the first night show. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Aug. 28. 

Advance booking sheets of this 
and other vaude houses suggests the 
theatres are running out of head- 
liners. A great portion of the houses 
are starting to repeat last year’s 
names. 

This house this week has Little 
Jack Little, back after’ eight 
months. Next month brings in Duke 
Ellington, here less than a year ago, 
and shortly after that a return for 
Cab Calloway, in this spot not long 
ago. 

And radio acts, particularly those 
of national repute, appear to be the 
choice for return dates. 

Fine business in on the first show 
Friday for the current week with 
Little, though much of that trade 
must be credited to ‘Bird of Para- 
dise’ (Radio) on the screen. 

Combo of film and vaude this 
week arranges an entertainment 
that owner Izzy Rappaport admits 
is a good show. It was five acts of 
standard vaude, starting with the 
Four Robeys, who have built a jug- 
gling turn into a walloping opener 
on speed, flash and performance. 
These three men and femme have 
an eye for arrangements, getting 
into a sock tableau for much of 
their stuff. Hoop work and balanc- 
ing remain the strong items, with 
the girl doing more than her share. 

One of the neatest audience acts 
working is hindered by a weak close. 
Jean Granese and her two stooges 
get them laughing, and as long as 
they stuck to the comedy they were 
across like Lindbergh. A switch in 
the style of the closing song might 
give it a stronger push. 

Little Jack Little is one of those 
ether things; a fellow without any 
great vocal ability who comes over 
the mike with a personality in full 
blast for the ladies. He got a heavy 
reception here and managed two 
encores easily. An easy and simple 
performer, ingratiating and show- 
manly. And what the pipes failed 
to accomplish, he more than made 
up for with rapid-fire knuckles on 
the piano. 

Preceding Little, who was next to 
closing, were Forsythe, Seamon and 
Forsythe, who sustain the eomedy 
pace of the show. Two women and 
aman, singing, dancing and clown- 
ing. Heavy comedy came from the 
woman with abundant avoirdupois. 
Also displayed a neat vocal array, 
though if she insists on doing an 
encore, should have a second tune. 
Repeating the original song gives 
the pace of the act a setback. Man 
sings into bass for applause, while 
the third member, girl, is a pint- 
sized bit who does a couple of hoof- 
ing numbers gracefully. 

In the finale hop Dave Harris 
brought his stooge, Frankie, and! 
three girls, dnd sent this audience 
into the picture happy. Stooge is! 
one of the best seen around; the | 
girls are eyeful and sufficient, while 
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ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

With Hobart Bosworth for a name 
and with support of Ralph Cooper's 
orchestra, Medley and Duprey and 
Frank De Voe, the current Orpheum 
show qualifies as big-time vaude- 
ville. However, it falls short of 
some recent less pretentious shows 
in entertainment quality. The blame 
for this may be traced to the ab- 
sence of punch and diversion in 
Bosworth’s offering and to other 
details. The show also is somewhat 
light in comedy. 

In the opener Herb Larimer, as- 
sisted by a girl, presents a brief 
bicycle act. In hobo makeup Lari- 
mer essays a bit of weak comedy. 
The girl does some solo trick riding 
ani joins Larimer in several diffi- 
cult feats, including upside-down 
riding. 

Frank De Voe deuces it in his 
usual debonair fashion. Some of 
his patter and vocal routine is new 
and most of the songs and lines are 
snappy. He coes ‘Tiger Rag’ in a 
wav that wins audience approval. 
The same number figures promi- 
nently in the Cooper act later, but 
the arrangement is different and the 
customers apparently don’t mind 
hearing it twice. William White, 
at the piano, aids ably. 

Medley and Dupree, occupying 
the No. 3 position, carry the show’s 
major portion of comedy and have 
easy sailine with a lively melange 
of noisy knockabout’ clowning, 
dancing and singing. There's plenty 
of effective clowning, with a funny 
stooge abetting the assault on risi- 
bilities. The act is kept clean 
throughout, but finds no difficulty 
in garnering laughs. Miss Dupree 
sings and dances. Her principal 
task, however, is to foil for her 
male partner. 

Bosworth provides a name that 
undoubtedly means something to 
the box office, as indicated by the 
applause that greeted his entrance. 
He also brings a pleasing person- 
ality. But his lecture on the de- 
velopment of the movies, with 
slides, is hardly adapted to vaude- 
ville and is not strong entertain- 
ment, The recital of the history of 
films from their modest beginning 
is presented in an intimate, conver- 
sational manner and is tinged with 
humor, but the slides do not hold 
a great deal of interest for the aver- 
age lay auditor. But Bosworth is 
loved by film fans, and his modesty, 
striking annearance and story of his 
winning battle against tuberculosis 
command the audience’s respectful 
attention. In the important next- 
to-closing spot, however, the act 
weakens the bill. 

Ralph Cooper is a lively dancing 
conductor whose 12-piece colored 
orchestra rates as a highly compe- 
tent organization of its kind. After 
the slowness of the preceding act, 
the hot music and fast stepping go 
over all the bigger. The speed of 
the routine in itself is infectious 
and the jazz is sure-fire, Nearly 
all members of the orchestra solo 
acceptably during the various num- 
bers. Whoever is responsible for 
the arrangements deserves credit. 
A trio of male dancers, Sam, Sam 
and Sam, are swift steppers. Bessie 
Dudley, a shapely colored girl, con- 
tributes some mean wiggling. Com- 
_ and lighting effects merit men- 
tion. 

‘The Blonde Captive’ (Col.), a 
comedy and Pathe News on the 
screen. A crowded house at this 
supper show. Rees. 


CAPITOL, ’FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 24. 


Capitol’s career has been a check- 
ered one with legit, burlesque and 
straight pictures at 20 cents among 
other policies. Current are six acts 
of vaude with two pictures at two 
bits and Bert Levey’s booking office 
is doing nearly as much perspiring 
getting okay acts as Capitol man- 
agement is doing to snag okay busi- 
ness. Iniake has been building 
slowly since Levyey started shoot- 
ing talent in ‘:cre, but hasn’t hit 
satisfactory returns yet. 


It’s a split week, changing on 
Wednesday and Sunday, with ap- 
proximately $500 the budget for en- 
tire week. Six acts at $300 means 
plenty small change for some, espe- 
cially when one of the current turns 
has six girls. John Goldsmith ope- 
rates, 

Morey Amsterdam in as m, ¢., 
holding over since policy started 
three weeks ago. Does a satisfac- 
tory job and in addition contributes 
his own turn of gagging, ’celloing 
and singing: 

Bill shoved off with Edna Bar- 
doni, youthful accordionist, who 
gave ‘em three numbers, fairish. 
Cox and Dalion, deucing with chat- 
ter and hooiing got over well with 
the pedal work. Trask and LeRoy, 
boy and girl, were in third with a 
melange of singing, dancing and sax 
and guitar playing. Okay when on 
the hoof but a second music num- 





ber was unnecessary. Johnson and 
Davis, colored male team, also were 
good enough steppers but rambled | 
through an unfunny line of gab that 
doesn’t need scissoring but needs 


plause to a hoary wheeze that is|Harris is on the spot to weld the} abandoning. Capitol Coeds, six 

not old enough to have been for-/|trio into a sockful act. girls, closed the frolic with several | 

gotten because it has been used Booking office must have been | routines of stepping with one miss | 

» right along. It’s the one about the | somewhat fearful about the conflicts | soloing and another chanting a pop | 
rabbit leaving no dirt at the en-|on this bill, since every turn but the | tune. All okay. Five piece union | 

trance to its burrow because it! first uses a piano and indulges in} band in pit. 

Starts at the bottom and works up. / vocal exercises. But on the running, Vaude is bringing into house 

At the other end of the bill the] there was no sense of repetition.; many femmes kept away by previ-, 
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ous burlesque policy. Smoking al 
over, 

In addition to six acts of vaude 
and orchestra overture, screen had 
two features ‘Guilty Generation,’ 
(Col) and ‘Sunset Trail’ (Tiff) with 
a pair of short subjects. Bock. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 24. 

Stage show opened by the Harris 
Twins, twin act and novelty dance, 
pair working so nearly in unison 
one wonders if one is seeing double. 
Loretta on for solo control number 
and then into classy adagio number 
for all three. All are easy to look 
at and nattily dressed. Finish is a 
three-high novelty and a capital 
finale. 

Cole Brothers, banjoists, play a 
bit and then depend on only fair 
crossfire. Denver audiences laughed 
longest and loudest at the oldest 
gags. 

Princess Wahletka convincing in 
‘mindreading’ test. Assistant goes 
through audience picking out those 
with questions. Question whispered 
to stooge, then princess tells both 
question and answer. 

Chas. Hill and Miss Laura Hoff- 
man use the absent partner open- 
ing and go into chatter, Laura es- 
saying to sing, but efforts end in 
more comedy. When she is finally 
given a chance, she sings ‘Trees’ for 
good audience response. 

Harry Huffman, manager of the 
RKO-Huffman pool in Denver, 
makes nice introduction for Jack 
Dempsey. Jack Dempsey headlines. 
Many of the big-name acts try too 
much, and fail to make it, but Jack’s 
act is simple. Jack and pal, on way 
to races, drive into filling station, 
kept by sports editor of the Lemon 
Grove ‘Gazette,’ an ancient citizen. 
After ragchewing in which gas man 
tells about knowing Jack and be- 
lieving he could lick him, Dempsey 
comes from behind the newspaper 
he is reading, gets a big hand, and 
sports editor, also gas man, begs for 
interview. There is the usual inter- 
view chatter—and that’s the act— 
called ‘The Roadside Razz.’ Clips 
from some of Jack’s fights precede 
the act. 

‘Backstreet’ on the screen saves a 
weak layout. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 25. 

Current bill is a good job of book- 
ing by Bert Levey. Budget runs 
slightly over $800. Opening is Ross 
Girls, six-femme dancing act. Looks 
as if it came out of a dance school, 
but pleases in this spot with the 
girls doing tap, military toe and 
Russian routines. Costumes are 
fresh and girls wholesome looking. 
Billbrew Four, colored quartet who 
have worked radio around here for 
several years, deuced. Singing is 
elementary harmony, but voices are 
good. 

Shaw and Farley next. Team is 
aman and a six-year-old girl. Seen 
around here in several other houses, 
act has improved with the chatter 
eliminated. Younger carries the 
turn with her tap and acrobatic 
dancing. 

Sybilla Bowan, an ace mimic new 
here, was next. Her comedy possi- 
bilities for pictures are good. Some- 
thing new in the impersonation line 
is her Dietrich-Garbo argument 
over who’s picture should run first 





in a double billing house. Garbo 
wins. 
Six Candreva Brothers next are 


still tooting the same numbers on 
their trumpets and trotting out the 
same tap routine as they did a year 
ago. 

Boyce Coomb, next-to-shut, still 
packs plenty of punch and as ever 
closes strong with ‘Kissing Cup.’ 
Large and Morgner, acrobats, both 
one-legged, close. Monopedic acro- 
bats stop the show with ace hand- 
to-hand balancing. 

‘Doctor X’ on its third run, the 
main screen attraction with Vita- 
phone short and Universal news 
clips filling in. Business fair at the 
first evening performance Thurs- 
day. Call, 





MICHIGAN 


(Continued from Page 35) 


two numbers in a nice youthful 
manner that will get the flaps. He 
drew a generous hand. Forbes is 
fast getting a local following. 

On the stage a newcomer is Edith 
Griffith, an importation from night 
clubs, but has the stuff necessary | 
for theatre success. Her principal 
lack is appropriate material. Using 
her night club stuff here, she 
offended with one of her lyrics, but 
not fatally. A looker and young, 
the girl would be a find for produc- 
tion. 

Other talent is Coles Peterson and 
Livoff. For some reason trio was 
booked for three weeks. Offering 
class dancing and pantomime it is 
a bit ‘arty’ for this house. Fuller 
tawson and Dauville offer a pleas- | 
ing comedy juggling act that gets | 
over. | 





| 





Logical routine for the show 
would be to switch the middle pro- 
duction number to opening the} 
show and eliminating the opening | 
routine. Then straight succession | 
of specialties to the production 
finale as used here. Would elimi- | 
nate about 15 minutes and speed | 
ip entire show. Lee. . | 


‘ . i a 
hn Saltese shite ee ee ee 


|matched 60-minute 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Oriental has _ forgotten about 
stage celebrities for the past sev- 
eral weeks and has been presenting 
regulation shows composed of 
Fanchon & Marco units, amplified 
or altered in some instances, to- 
gether with the third choice fea- 
tures of B&K. McVickers-United 
Artists get the first choices, Chi- 
cago the second rights, and after 
that the Oriental. Survivors of this 
sifting arrangement probably will 
continue to get a first-run in the 
otherwise fourth-run Roosevelt. 

There was an indifferent turnout 
of citizenry to view Paramount’s 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ and ‘Happy 
Daze,’ whose best name was Peggy 
Bernier, once a favorite under the 
Paul Ash regime. Most of the gen- 
eration that yielded Ash and asso- 
ciates their loyalty are now grown 
to adulthood and aren’t vaulting 
any fences to welcome back for- 
gotten favorites. 

Unit provided plenty of laughs, 
thanks to Stuart and Lash, who 
work hard and arouse strong ap- 
proval. There is very little of a 
production or flash nature, but in 
houses like the Oriental, long ago 
satiated, this simplicity will not be 
noticed so long as the entertainment 
thwarts boredor. 

Miss Rernier is, of course, an ex- 
perienced and clever soubret and 
gave a good accounting of herself. 
Pops Whittier, a colored lad, was 
hardly strongh enough for solo 
prominence and two routines, both 
long. 

Eddie Meikel at the pumps had 
the always-lyrical Orientalites lus- 
tily singing. This remains the one 
classic event that has survived time 
and change at the Oriental. There 
has been no diminution of the bel- 
lowing. Land, 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, Aug. 17. 

‘It Pays to Advertise,’ Roi Cooper 
Megrue and Walter Hackett’s stage 
play, which Paramount is showing 
this week on the screen under the 
title, ‘Shout It from the House- 
tops,’ is proving that it really pays 
to advertise. Despite a_ terrific 
heat wave, a double week-end 
breaking the vacationing record, the 
slump, and a considerably reduced 
nut, Paramount is doing good busi- 
ness. Reason is that the house has 
always given fair value for money, 
and also that it is one of the few 
big houses in Paris where re- 
frigeration is effective. 

Show opens with a mixed news- 
reel, followed by a musical over- 
ture. Then comes a Paramount 
short titled ‘One Way Street,’ and 
then the stage presentation. 

This, titled ‘Ladder of Roses,’ is 
done by Francis A. Mangan with 
24 girls, a couple of dancers and a 
singer. Presentation is put on in 
such a way that only somebody of 
the house can tell that costumes 
and props have been revived from 
stock, so as to permit giving what 
looks like a very elaborate and suc- 
cessful show at a cost not exceed- 
ing the current small appropriation, 
Then comes the feature, ‘Criez-le 
Sur Les Toits,’ a Paramount Join- 
ville production. azi, 


DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 24. 

Week marks the 7,000th appear- 
ance of Fred Schmitt as musical di- 
rector and violin soloist. Week in 
and week out, Schmitt and his 
small orchestra produce overtures 
that are talked about and enjoyed 
by the house regulars. Schmitt has 
been at this theatre since soon after 
the opening. Mayor George Begole 
presented him with a hand-lettered 
scroll signed by musicians and mue 
sical organizations, and 7,000 ap- 
pearances in one theatre is prob- 
ably a record. 

Stage show is introduced by four 
femmes, who in turn introduce 
Monte Blue as m.c. After a dis- 
course about a party he attended in 
Hollywood, where the feature was a 
circus, states his stage show will be 
a duplicate of that circus. Curtain 
goes up on such a scene, with sev- 
eral of the line introduced wearing 
clothes worn by various stars in 
different pictures. To carry out the 
circus idea, the line jumps throu:;:h 
a huge hoop and goes through rou- 
tine changing steps when Blue 
blows a whistle. 

Ted Mack, local m. c., is spotted 
and topped for applause. Mack is 
using an audience plant. 

Trapeze number by girls for the 
finish. 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 25. 
_Keaton and Durante in Metro's 
‘Speak Easily’ sent this initial mat- 








| inee off with a jump, customers fill- 


ing seats up to the projection 
booth and over to the exits. Screen 
and stag> combo was a nicely 
frolic and, as 
staged by Peggy O'Neill, packimg 
plenty of wallops. 

tube Wolf and house band out 
and new m.c. is Jess Stafford with 


the dance and stage orchestra he’s 

had around here for several years, 

Stafford’s bunch, now augmented te 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Tuesday, August 30, 1939 














Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (September 3) 
THIS WEEK (August 27) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Inc.cate opening aay of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO | 








Loew 


= 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (3) 
Bredwins 
Fred Waring Co 
(Four to fill) 
(27) 
3 Olympics 
Street Singer 
Daphne Pollard 
Bud Harris 
Alex Hyde Orch 
Victor Oliver 
Academy 
Ist half (3-6) 
Herman Hyde 
Daphne Pollard 
Buck & Bubbles 
Joe Fejcr Orch 
(One to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Walter Walters Co 
Vie Oliver 
Street Singer 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (31-2) 
Lya & Wolf 
Mildred H Chaplin 
Lamb Bellit Co 


105th St. (3) 
Clemens Belling 
Jack Devoe 
Ray Shannon 
Harrison & Elmo 
Paddy Cliff Orch 

27 


(27) 
Seiler & Wills 
Clarence Moore & L 
Harlan & St John 
Gaston Palmer 
Murray Lane Co 
DENVER 
Keith's (3) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Neal Sis 
Rath Bros 
Johnny Perkins 
Hilton Siamese 2 
(27) 
S&S & W Sis 
Harrison & Elmo 
Baby Rose Marie 
Jee Herbert Co 
Floyd Gibbons 
LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (3) 





Gaston Palmer 








> 





RAYMOND BAIRD 


Saxophone 


SPECIALIST 


at the Capitol, New York—NOW 
Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 

















Col Stoopnagle & B 

Larry Rich Orch 
BROOKLYN 

Albee (3) 

Kate Smith 

Nat Brvsiloff Orch 

Jack Miller 

C & J Preisser 

Eddie Garr 

(One to oo 


(27) 
Olsen & Jonnson R 
Prospect 
Ist half (3-6) 
Williams & Cryor 
4 Flashes 
Horlick Dancers 
(One to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Boyce & Marsh 
3 Olympics 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (31-2) 
Olcott & Mary Ann 
Dr Jekyle & Mr H 
Chas King 
King Brawn 
ALBANY 
Palace 
Ist half (3-6) 
Downey & Lee Sis 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Bobby Pincus 
Gus Edwards Rev 
2d half (7-9) 
N T G Rev 
Wills & Davis 
Geerge Beatty 
(One to fill) 
2d half (31-2) 
Gilbert Bros 
Chester Fredericks 
Barry & Whitledge 
Peaches Browning 
Naro Lockford Co 
BOSTON 
Boston (3) 
Joe Mandis Co 
Ada Gordon Co 
Seed & London 
Ralph Cooper Orch 
(27) 
Bood & Bood 
Gallagher & S'n Jrs 
Stepping Out 
Allen & Canfield 





I-CareDe-Chefs 


Renoff Renova & B 

3 Cossacks 

(Others to fill) 

KANSAS CITY 

Keith’s (2) 

Harris 2 & Loretta 

Joe Herbert 

Grace Hayes 

Hill & Hoffman 

Princess Wahletka 

(26) 


Dave Jones & P 
Bobby May 
Santos & Exie 
Al Trahan Co 
Bathing Beauty Rv 
MADISON 
Keith’s (3-5) 
Joan J.rry & B 
Henry J Kelly & V 
Raymond Wilbert 
Hobart Bosworth 
Ralph Cooper Orch 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (3) 
Rognan & Trigger 
J & K Spangler 
Baby Rose Marie 
Barney Rapp Orch 


Al Trahan 
(27) 
Marcus Rev 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (2) 
3 St John Bros 
David Rose 


6 Lucky Girls 
Barney Grant Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (3) 

Clifford Wayne Rev 
Gregory & Raym’nd 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Mel Klee 

W & G Ahern 

(27) 


Bungal’w Sweeth’ts 

Wells & Brady 

Ray Shannon Co 

Britt Wood 

Renoff Renova & B 
OMAHA 


Keith's (3) 
Ted Lewis Orch 


(27) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Cole Bros 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
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1560 Broadway 
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Keith’s (3) 
Gilbert Bros 
Leon Navarro 
Vanessi 
Medley & Dupree 
Larry Rich Co 

(27 


27) 
Wing Wah Tr 
Bobby Pincus 
Bill Robinson Co 
Sisters of Skillet 
Joe Bell & Sis 
CHICAGO 
Palace (3) 
Lois Torres Co 
Mickey McGuire 
Tom Patricola Co 
Richy Craig Jr 
Jack Dempsey Co 
(27) 
Doc Baker Rev 
Welcome Lewis 
Walter Dare Wahl 
George Sidney 
Barney Rapp Orch 
State Lake (3) 
Marcus Rev 
(27) 
Faber & Ford 
J & K Spangler 
Jackson & Gardner 
Gene Austin 
Sid Marion 
Clemens Belling 
ndith Karen Co 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (3) 
Ted Healy 
Stevens Bros & § 
CLEVELAND 


Palace (3) 
Ann Pritchard Co 
Watlier Dare Wahl 
Welcome Lewis 
Sidney Marion 
Ingenues 

(27) 
Lois Torres Co 
Mickey McGuire 
Alice Frohman 
Stevens HRros & 8S 


Ted Healy Orch 


Jack Dempsey 
Hill & Hoffman 
Princess Wahletka 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (3) 
Bood & Bood 
Allen & Canfield 
Rimac’s Orch 
Mildred H Chaplin 
F’rsythe S’mon & F 
(27) 
4 Barrymores 
Fred Warins's Orch 
3 Bredwins 


ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (3) 
Swan Lucille & C 

Clyde Hager 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
Peaches Browning 
3 Whippets 
(27) 
Downey & Lee Sis 
Lawrence Grey 
Wills & Davis 
Ingenues 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (3) 
Blanche & Elliot 
Harlan & St John 
Radio Rogues 
Sunkist Nelson 
Bob Ripa 
(27) 
3 Whippets 
Pillard & Hilliard 
Dawn Sis & C 
Jack Mulhall 
Evans & Mayer 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (3-6) 
Lawrence Grey 
(Four to fill) 
2a half (7-9) 
Barrymore 4 
(Four to fill) 
2a half (31-2) 
W E Ritchie Co 
Le Paul 





Radio Rubes 
‘Slim’ Timblin 
i Phyllis Rae & H 


to 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (1) 
Lillian Tashman 
Jack Pearl 
Sophie Tucker 
Jack Benny 
Geo Olsen Orch 
Ethel Shutta 
Boulevard 
Ist half (3-6) 
Joe Fanton Co 
3 Speed Demons 
Hilton & Garon 
Eric Zardo Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Lou Fink 
Funny boners 
Dottia & White 
M Antoinette Co 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
Ist half (3-6 
Boyd & Wallin 
Yates & Lamley 
Devito & Denny 
Harrison ¢ Fisher 
(One to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Alex Melford Co 
Eddie Nelson 
Eddie Hanley 
Russian Revels 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (2) 
Duponts 
Rnaway 4 
Lillian Roth 
Dowling & Dooley 
Buddy Rogers Orch 
State (3) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Dixon & Connell 
Zelaya 
G Carpentier Co 
Morton Downey 
Calif Collegians 
BROOKLYN 
Gates 
ist half (3-6) 
Alex Melford Co 
Carl Shaw Co 
Tyler Mason 
M Antoinette Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
4 Generations 
Nat Haines Co 
Josephine Harmon 
DeVito & Denny 


Metropolitan (3) 
Rector & Decreen 
luagry Savoy Co 
we Jarrett 
Lob Murphy 
M Hay C Sabin Or 
Valencia (2) 
Laing Bros 
Gordon, Reed & K 
Bert Lytell Co 
Frisco 
Kikutas Japs 
ASTORIA 
Triboro 
Ist halg (3-6) 
Jas Kirkwood Co 
Flynn & Macke 
Russian Revels 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Ewing Eaton 
Hanlon Bros & W 
Hilton & Garon 
tric Zardo Co 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Century (3) 
Art LeFlcer Co 
Zingoni 
June Carr 
Joe Phillips Co 
Abe Lyman Orch 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (3) 
Leach LeQuinlan 3 
Swanee & Daly 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Leon Errol 
B J C’per L'rovp B 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (3) 
Case Bros & M 
White & Agnew 
Reis & Dunn 
Case Macke & O 
Ben Bernie Orch 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (3) 
Armand & Perz 
Mickey Feely & M 
Frank Conville 
Collins & Peterson 
Adler & Bradford 
PALISADES 
Loew's (3) 
Diaz & Powers 
Winnie & Rin 
Louis Leo 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (3) 





(One to fill) 


Rio Rita 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 


2d half (6-8) 
Gary Ford Fam 
Roxy La Rocca 
Mazzone & Keane R 
Ist half (26-29) 
Marty & Nancy 
Coates & Sands 
Earl Musselman Co 
B & J Brown 
Dance Olympics 
2d half (30-1) 
Murray Bros 
Valentine Vox & R 
Bill Telaak Co 
Dorothy Barbour 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (2) 
Carlton & Bellew 
A & M Havel 





Frances White 


Carr Bros & Betty 
‘Fatty’ Arbuckle 
(26) 


Vernon Rathburn 
Davey & Rosemarie 
Nate Busby Co 
James Kirkwood 
Jack Pepper Co 
Colby & Murray Rv 
Rosetta Duncan 
Martin & Martin 

WASHINGTON 

Earle (2) 
Martin & Martin 
5 Honey Boys 
Buster West Co 
Ledova 
(26) 

.carr Bros & Betty 
A & M Havel 
Everett Marshall 
Hal Le Roy Co 





Fanchon & Marco 








BROOKLYN 
Fox (3) 
‘Mystery’ I 
Michon Bros 
Du Val 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist B Ens 
BRIDGEPORT 
Palace (3) 
‘Hello Parece’ 
Paul & Nino Ghezzi 
Lynn Cowan Co 
Ramon & Virginia 
J Roshier & Shace 
Sunkist B Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (3) 
‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Anderson & Allen 
Tom Dick & Harry 
Sunkist B Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (3) 
‘Bughouse’ 
Charlie Foy 
Maxine Lewis 
Olga & Mishka 
Balalaika 6 
Flaschette 
Tudy 
Virginia Peck 
La Verne 
Tivoli (3) 
‘Birthday Party’ 
Sylvia Clark 
Lassiter Bros 
Morgan & Stone 
Bobby Kuhn 
Sylvia Sharp 
Sunkist Ens 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (3) 
‘Chicago Fairest’ 
Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 
Russian Canines 
Beth Lewis 
Carlyle Bennett 
Lucille & La Verne 
Chicago Ens 
DES MOINES 
Paramount (3) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nennette Vallon 
John Merky! 
Charles Toyle 
Betty Willie 
John Wagner 
DETROIT 
Fisher (3) 
‘Happiness’ 
Eddie Peabody 





Jessie Draper 


Jack & Jerry 
Joy Boys 
Mary & Marge 
Martha Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (1) 
‘On the Riviera’ I 
C Montenegro 
Red Donahue & U 
Edwin George 
Lottie Mayer Jr 
Agnes Knox 
Sunkist Ens 
LONG BEACH 
Westcoast (5) 
‘Georgia Mins’ 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew’s State (2) 
‘Veils’ I 
Zelda Santley 
Russell Marconi & J 
Conrad’s Pigeons 
Edna Errico 
Madeline Schmid 
Verna Fortune 
Sunkist Ens 
MADISON 
Orpheum (3) 
‘Mickey & M Mouse’ 
Arnaut Bros 
Monty & Carmo 
00 Novelle 
Linnie Mouse Ens 
MILWAUKEE 


Wisconsin (3) 
Duke Ellington Bd 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (3) 
‘Tahiti’ I 

Reri 


Bernardo de Pace 
Gresham & Blake 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Sunkist Ens 
Celine Lescar 
Lloyd Robert Miller 
NEW ORLEALS 
State (3) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Roy Bradley 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Julian Hall 
Dorothy June 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (2) 
‘Town & Country’ Il 
Brox Sis 
Niles 
Novak & Fay 
Mildred Perlee 
B& D Jewis 





Sunkist Ens 


OMAHA 
Orpheum (3) 
‘Jubilee Show’ 
| Ted Lewis 
|} Dixie 
| ‘Snowball’ Whittier 
Esther Pressman 
Elsie McLeod 
| Doris Deane 
Baby Jane 
Mildred Gaye 
led Lewis Bd 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (3) 
Discoveries’ 
| Trixie Friganza 
| Moro & Yaconellj 
| Stadler, Rose 3 
Ina Ray 
Victor Griffin 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronsoa 
Mark Pepper 
Keene 2 
Ken Syner 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (1) 
‘Star Gazing’ I 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallen & Barnes 








Muriel Gardner 
Collenette Ens 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (3) 
‘Rookie’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (2) 
‘Trene’ 
Dale Winter 
Bobby Watson 
George Fox 
GM Ball 
Dorothy La Mar 
Mignon 
Walter Regan 
|} Betty Farrington 
Warren Wood 
Sydney Reynolds 
Featherstone 
Anolyn Arden 
Wanda Allen 
Curtis Coley 
SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (1) 
‘Stitch in Time’ I 
J & IJ McKenna 
Tommy McAuliff@ 
5 DeCardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Torney Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (3) 
‘Night Club’ I 
Holland & Knight 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 
Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (1) 
‘Sweet & Lowly’ I 
Blanche Sweet 
C & C Stroud 
Chamberlin & H 
Loc Lorraine 
Al Rinker 





Dancing Doughboys 


Catchalots 














SYNCOPATION AND SMILES 
Supplied by That Syncopated 


SON-OF-A 


GUN 
JACK POWELL 
it 


Still 
Care of LEDDY & SMITH 

















LONDON 








Victoria Palace 
Isobel Elsom 
Gaston & Andre 
Joe Boganny Co 
Max Hoffman 
Morris & Marr 
Dixon & Pal 
Terrianos 
Donald McKay 
Joe Termini 

BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Dave Apollon Bd 
FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria 





‘Golden Years‘ 


Week of Aug. 29 


Rosa Pinkerton 
Leslie Pearce 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Terry's Juveniles 


STRATFORD 
Empire 

O’Gorman Bros 
Frakson 
Mr Thomas 
Murray & Mooney 
Randolph Sutton 
Young & Younger 
Memories of Yore 
Allan & Gordon 





PROVINCIAL 








BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 

Esther Ralston 
2 Bells 
Gilbert & French 
Chris Charlton 
Bobby Henshaw 
Dare & Yates 
Norman & Arnold 
3 Renaldos 


DUBLIN 
Capitot 
Bil & Lil 
Diamonds 
Major Sharp & M 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Jack Hylton Bd 
Co as booked 


LEEDS 

Empire 
Eddie Collis Bd 
Derek Oldham 
Van Dusen 
Nixon Grey 
Bonos 
Harold Walden 





Barry 2 
Walendas Sea L 


Week of Aug. 29 


Paramount 
Bathing Show 
Enid Ralph 
Plaza Tiller Girls 

LIVERPOOL 

pire 
Gracie Fields 
3 Eddies 
3 Rascals 
Dinks & Rixie 
Rome & Romane 
Horace Kenny 
Collinson & Dean 
Happy Habel 
Victor Moreton 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Radiana 
Co as booked 

Paramount 
Winnick's Bd 

SWANSEA 

Empire 
Tom Burke 
Fields & Rossini 
Leslie Strange 
Yideau & Kirby 
Gerrard & Marilyn 
Nina & Nora 
Nicol & Marvin 





Cabaret Bills 





Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Club Calais 
Jean Malin 
Lew Garcia Orch 


Francis Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Colleen Adams 
Enters & Borgia 


Connie’s Ina 


Baron Lee Orch 
J’zzlips Richardson 
3 Little Words 
Alice Joyce 

Cora Green 

Baby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 

Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 


Cotton Clab 


Aida Wara 

Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 

Don Redman Orch 


H'llyw’a Restaur’t 
Tommy Tucker Or 
Barron Judeth 
Faith Bacon 
Andre 4 

4 Climax’s 

Theo Thane 

John Walsh 


Nut Club 


4 Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Vie Dunne 
Joan Sennett 
Walsh Bros 
Billie Lane 
La Belle Rose 
3 Crane Sis 

3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 





3obbie Tremaine 


NEW YORK CITY 


Cook Sis 
La Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Beth Challis 
H'ly’w Collegians 
Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 


Rainbow Ina 


Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 


Riviera 
Warry Fox 
Dorothy Dell 
Lita Lope 
Val Vestoff 
Jane Dunlap 
Fileen Clewley 
Heien Sheldon 
Mildred & Maurice 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoft 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 
Village Barn 


Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 

Alma Smith 
Crockett M’'tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 

Babs Perkins 
Sh'riff J’sh Medders 
B'shf'l H’k Warrer 
Teddy Black Orch 





Hunter Isle Inn 
Geo Owen Orch 





Picture Theatres 











NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (26) 
George Jessel 
Norma Talmadge 
Burns & Allen 





Vivian Janis 
Lucky 7-3 
Donald Novis 
‘Night Club Lady’ 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (26) 
Harry Richman 
Mills Bros 
Will Mahoney 
June McCloy 
Gary & Dixon 
Karre Noyes & L 
‘Night Club Lady’ 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (2) 
Mitchel & Durant 





Peter Higgens 
Bernard & Rich 
‘Blondie of the F’ 
Oriental (2) 
Stuart & Lash 
Peggy Bernier 
Ida Silbey 
Frank Wilson 
‘70,000 Witnesses 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (26) 
‘Rhapsody Black’ 
Ethel Waters 
Valaida 
Berry Bros 
‘2 Against World’ 
DETROIT 
Fisher (26) 
Jack Holland 
June Knight 
‘Downstairs’ 





Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R'usseaus & K 
Edith Griffith 


Kentucky 2 
Pavillion Royal 
Guy Lombardo Orch 


CHICAGO 


Coliege Inn 
Paige Sis 
Guylas & Reeta 
Bobby Meeker Or 
Edgewater Beach 


Hotel 


Irene Stanley 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Rhodes 
Emil DeSolvi 
Harlan Hassburg 
Marshall Sosson 
Chas Agnew Orch 
Lincoln Tavern 
Andrea Marsh 
‘Red’ Ingle 
Country Washburn 





Parker Gitbs 


Elmo Tanner 
Weston Vaughn 
Ted Weems Orch 


The Dells 


Sophie Tucker 
Collette Sis 

M & E Caranas 

3 Rhythm Rascals 
Marie Peterson Co 
Gus Arnheim Orch 


Vanity Fair 
Jack Russel 
Earl Rickard 
Maurine & Norva 
Etta Reed 
Ercelle Sis 
Miss Sullivan 
Eddie South Or 








Exploitation 





(Continued from page 25) 


supervision of city manager Bill 
Saxton. 

Arranged to have a fleet of cars 
meet the ‘Rita’ crew at the depot, 
and a local hotel to throw them a 
banquet. Silent reel was taken of 
the entire procession, with close- 
ups of the chorus. 

A sound account was dubbed in 
and clips were sent all other Loew 
houses locally. Pictures, taken on 
Friday morning (26) were on the 
screens late that afternoon. 

Double value—the parade through 
the downtown district and the film 
clip including a plug. 


Picking B. 0. Winner 


Manager who gets new product 
early has been handing out cards 
with his September bills given in 
detail. Lower part is perforated 
with space for the name, address 
and the contestant’s reason for be- 
lieving that a certain. picture will 
do the best business. Has space 
for about 25 words and limited to 
that number. 

Passes to the 50 who name the 
high grosser and who, at the same 
time, offer what appears to be the 
best reason. Manager's idea is that 
at least half of those who receive 
the cards will unconsciously sell 
themselves on more than the picked 
picture. 

If he’s right he’s going to repeat 
for October. 


Too Realistic 
Mexico City. 

Well-groomed man with horn- 
rimmed glasses and a_ striking 
goatee in a hotel lobby caught the 
attention of the local newspaper- 
men assigned to cover the hotels. 
All of the papers fell for interviews 
with the affable stranger, who told 
that he was in Mexico to arrange 


divorces for several prominent 
Americans. 
‘Dr. Smith’ nearly got himself 


beaten up for handing a young 
matron a card which read ‘Dr. Rich- 
ard Smith, Specialist in Lonely 
Wives. Offices, Cine Balmori.’ That 
got in the papers, too, and shoved 
‘Lonely Wives’ off to a big push at 
a neighborhood theatre. 


Lloyd Helps 

For his ‘Movie Crazy’ Harold 
Lloyd has developed an idea for a 
national review stunt which is not 
going to hurt the box offices. The 
big prizes are well worth shooting 
for, and this can be built up locally 
with promoted prizes, which will 
give that particular house something 
to award in addition to the national 
chance, 

It’s an idea worth getting behind 
and picking up well in advance of 
the playdate. It will go over best if 
given about four weeks of advance 
publicity, which is not too far ahead 
a work on the infrequent Lloyd 
films. 


Busted Straws 

Manager who has had a hat tie- 
up, fall and spring, for the past 
three years wanted a change of pace. 
Old gag was to collect the straw lids 
in the fall and have a ceremonial 
bonfire. Felt hats were saved and 
sent to the Salvation Army. 

This year manager plans a hat 
busting. Free ticket to every man 
who buys a felt hat at the co- 
operating stores, but the applicant 
for the pass must follow the ritual 
and first push his fist through the 
crown of the straw before present- 
ing the order for a pass. Figures 
that the’ busting will help draw a 





EF 


crowd and that some of the crow4 


will buy tickets. 
Another manager is off 
prizes for the most ingenioug u 
for old straw lids. Asa suggest 
he gilded one, cut out the crown ana 
set in a photograph. Local stores 
add to the prizes if the w inning hats 
come from their stocks. 


; 


Real Horse Feathers 

One hustler is all set with hig ex 
ploitation for the Marx picture when 
he gets it. Millinery store gaye him 
half a dozen ostrich plumes from 
old hats and he has a dock taileg 
horse spotted. 

When the picture comes along the 
nag will be lead around the street 
with the feathers tied to his taij 
and a blanket sign telling that there 
really are horse feathers at the the. 
atre. 

Another exhib is going back to 
baby days for his exploitation. Has 
arranged for a window in which a 
small tot will be displayed at in. 
tervals. Kid will have its fingers 
smeared with light glue and be 
given a feather to play with. Sign 
will explain that the child has been 
provided with horse feathers, 

Figured that the efforts of the 
child to get rid of the feather wil 
start laughs that will lead the ob- 
server to the picture. Care must 
be taken that the children’s society 
will not offer objections. 


Inducted 


Manager who is just starting a 
kid club is going in for the frills 
and finding that it pays. Those who 
attended the first session of the club 
are designated as charter members 
and are entitled to wear a bit of 
purple ribbon under their pins. At 
the second session all new members 
were called to the stage and pre- 
sented with their membership pins, 
and now the ceremony of induction 
has become a part of the fixed pro- 
gram. Each child is presented by 
name and some of the youngsters 
enjoy it so much that one boy, 
whose face had become familiar, 
admitted to having joined three 
times. 

Another manager offers a good 
slant on club formation in the sug- 
gestion that the m.c. be very care- 
fully chosen. He thought he had 
made an ideal pick when he got the 
local kintergarden teacher, but the 
kids resented her patronizing air 
and her constant ‘my dear children.’ 
Since he put in a man who uses 
‘Say, kids,’ he has gone up 50% in § 





r 
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membership. It’s a club, not @ 
school. 
Smoky Trails 


Looking around for a novelty ad 
that did not cost too much, small 
timer hit on an adaptation of the 
old piece in which, by touching a 
match to a star in one corner of 
an apparently blank piece of paper, 
a message is spelled out by a slowly 
burning spark. 

Using absorbent paper the man- 
ager printed at the top ‘What Shall 
I Do Tonight?’ Below were circles 
suggesting ‘Go to bed,’ ‘Play bridge, 
‘Dance’ and similar ideas, including 
‘See a good show at the Grand the- 
atre.’ At the bottom of the sheet 
was a star, and the direction to 
apply a match to the star until it 
started to burn and follow the line. 
The line, of course, led to the sus- 
gestion to go to the theatre. — 

With a camel’s hair pencil @ 
strong solution of saltpeter was 
soaked into the paper along the 
proper line, the line curving and 
waving to heighten the interest. 
When dry the paper showed no 
trace, and in spite of its frequent 
use the idea still seems to possess 
novelty. 


Citizens Approve 

Publix has standing orders tq its 
managers in towns with closed 
houses to use the closed lobbies for 
exploitation of open houses. From , 
several points high’ approval has 
been: voiced by the citizens. The 
care taken of the lobbies of houses 
generally in conspicuous locations 
helps the general appearance of the 
street. 

Owners of closed non-chain houses 
should take a leaf from this book 
and keep their own holdings in at- 
tractive shape. Nothing hampers 4 
house like the creation of the belief 
that the theatre is down and out. 


Suntan Contests 

Getting one last kick out of the 
bathing suit idea, a manager in @ 
theatre where they like such things 
is staging an end of September con- 
test for the best sun-tanned back. 

Women judges are provided to 
decide on points, which will be area, 
even color, and depth. Latter point 
is the departure from the natural 
color and is marked in the dressings 
room. Other poirts are judged un- 
der the spotlight, and manager fig - 
ures on a big draw. He had one 
last year which packed the house. 

Town has no beach, and most 
cases of tan are acquired in the 
backyard or on the roof. 


4 Marx Replicas 
Birmingham. 
Four kids, dressed as the Marx 
brothers, strolled around the DUS! cogs 
ness districts as part of FR. k- 
Stonebrook’s ballyhoo on ‘Horsé 
Feathers.’ 
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| East 


N. ¥. Central now using a single 
ticket for combined transportation 
and Pullman, 





Long Island radio police raided a | 
goda bar early Thursday morning 
(25). When they came out the 
police car had been stolen. Found 
by @ pedestrian abandoned some 
@istance from the scene of trouble. 





West End theatre property, on 
125th street, sold by Joe and Max 
Weber to a firm headed by Samuel 
Derektor. May alter the structure 
into stores or erect a new building. 





Richard Aldrich, gen. mer. for 
Macgowan & Reed, back from three 
months in Europe. 





Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass., closes its season this week. 





Lillian Albertson, former actress 
who turned musical comedy pro- 
ducer, is asking for a divorce from 
her husband, Louis O. MacLoon, 
also a producer. Charges mental 
cruelty. 





Nat. Assn. of Broadcasters an- 
mounce that ‘dictatorial powers’ 
have been conferred on Oswald F. 
Schuette, of Washington, who will 
represent NAB in treaties with the 
composers and others. Schuette 
organized the fight of the indie sta- 
tions against the big chains. 





_ Fatty Arbuckle has gone to work 
at the Vitaphone Brooklyn studio. 
If his first short clicks, there will 
be others, 

Don Dickerman, who tried to run 
his Village Pirate’s Den on a dry 
basis, is a bankrupt for $66,681. 
Only assets some old clothes. 





R. G. Lydy and Ben Bernie re- 
place Chaz Chase as backers of 
Fritz Blocki. 





Earl Carroll adds his name as a 
prefix to Manhattan and Broadway 
theatres. 





‘Black Water’ will be one of the 
first tank dramas in years. One 
act transpires aboard ship, which 
floats in a shallow tank. 





Dancing teachers, who have been 
in convention at the Hotel Astor, 
New York, the past week, declare 
that iong skirts will bring the waitz 
into new popularity. Longies 
hamper the more acrobatic dances. 





Mare Connelly back from England 
on the ‘Bremen,’ holds that coming 
season will be noted more for qual- 
ity than quantiw. Thinks plays 
have aid too much attention to the 
boxoffice rather than to the stage. 





Projectionists’ Local 306 carries 
out its threat to sue producers for 
product for its theatres started in 
opposition to houses not using its 
members. Entered suit Saturday 
(27) for $200,000 against United 
Artists, Radio Pictures, Metro, 
Paramount-Publix,, Fox, Warner 
and the exchanges operated by 
them. Also names Theatre Owners 
Chamber of Commerce, Hays or- 
ganization and Film Board of 
Trade. ° 





Paul D. Cravath, new head of 
Metropolitan opera, back from Eu- 
rope and optimistic over season. 





Group theatre, which has been 
working at Dover Furnace, N. Y., 
through the summer, expects to 
come into N. Y. about the end of 
September with ‘Success Story,’ its 
first offering. 





R. H. Burnside has been touching 
wp ‘Smiling Faces’ for Fred Stone. 





After dropping her annulment 
suit against William Duryea, Helen 
Henderson, former showgirl, begins 
a suit for divorce, alleging miscon- 
duct in a flat on 56th street. As- 
serted he entertained several women 
there, keeping one three days. Case 
put on fall calendar. 





Earl Carroll announces a $2 top 
for ‘Black Water’ when it opens at 
the Manhattan. Musicals which may 
follow at the same house will be 
scaled to sell at $3. 





Mitzi Downs, Broadway hostess, 
involved in the death of Frank Tut- 
hill, Long Island corn doctor, found ! 
killed with one of his own revolvers. | 
Police held her for the grand jury 
on a murder charge. Says her hus- 
band did the shooting, 





Association for a Yiddish Public 
Art Theatre the latest addition to| 
the uplifters. Plan is a Yiddish the- 
atre along lines of the Theatre 
Guild. 

Peggy Rich, show gir] and wife of | 
the band leader, denies that she is | 
Suing for a divorce in order to 
marry Jack De Ruyter. 








Jack Linde: has directed his eal 
torney, Philip Adler, to bring suit 
@gainst the Hudson River Day Line 





a 
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for infringement of his showboat 
idea. According to Linder he 
sought to sell the idea to William 
Oleott, president, in 1929. Contracts 
were Grawn up but never signed 
and the idea was dropped. Linder 
will ask an accounting of the profits 
on the Bobby Sanford productions 
and also petition for the cessation 
of the shows until damages are 
paid, 





Benefit for unemployed entertain- 
ers of Harlem night clubs came to 
an untimely end Monday (22). About 
500, white and colored, took the boat 
trip. Passenger bet he could swim 
faster than the ship could travel. 
Stakes placed and he went over- 
board. When the crew fished him 
out a riot started and the boat put 
pack to 129th st., blowing the police 
call, 





Talking machines barred from 
Dannemora prison. Convicts made 
knives out of the motor springs, so 
no more phonographs. 





Elmer Rice explains he is not go- 
ing to bounce right into that reper- 
tory theatre he has been talking 
about. Will take at least a year to 
work out the details, he says. 





Guthrie McClintic to do the late 
Edgar Wallace’s ‘Case of the Fright- 
ened Lady’ at the Belasco, 





Claire Luce back from Europe. 
Declares the Riviera is becoming 
just another Coney Island. 





Midgie Miller (Mrs. Will Morrisey) 
wants a divorce from the producer- 
comedian. They’ve been married 
seven years, 





Lee DeForest is being sued by the 
estate of the late Henrietta Tilgh- 
man for $5,750 claimed due under 
his promise to finance her career at 
$350 a month, Claimed that he 
signed a 10-year contract in 1929 to 
pay the monthly stipend in return 
for which she would give up stock 
work and study for grand opera. 
Before her death she was about to 
sue for two months’ arrears. He also 
signed an agreement, it is claimed, 
to take two diamond bracelets out of 
pawn, pledged for $2,950. 





Mrs. Vera Montgomery, former 
Viennese actress, suing her husband, 
William D. Montgomery, for a di- 
vorce in the Brooklyn courts. As- 
serts she found him in a hotel with 
awoman. Suit is uncontested. Ac- 
tress announces that if she gets the 
writ she will marry Prince Swasti 
Pradish Svasti, brother-in-law of 
the King of Siam. 





Friends threw a party to mark 
Leon Errol’s 25th year on the stage. 





Harry Askin and Hugh Ford plan 
a series of legit productions at $2 
top for New York. 





After sitting on a flagpole in At- 
lantic City 54 days, Mike Gillette 
dropped the last 20 feet in shinning 
down the pole. Badly injured, 





with Lenore Ulric, now 
Miller theatre late 


‘Nona,’ 
marked for the 
next month, 





Marguerita Sylvia had to abandon 
her projected performance of ‘Car- 
men’ in Hackensack for the benefit 
of unemployed musicians. Found 
that the cost of orchestra and chorus 
would leave too scant a margin of 
profit. 





Mitzi 
Dumpty’ rehearsals, 
gets the job. 


Mayfair out of ‘Humpty 
Doris Groday 





William G. Norton back as mer. 
of the Music Box after an illness. 





Equity forms the National Plays, 
Inc., authorized by its charter to 
make theatrical productions of all 
kinds. Mrs. Emily Holt, Paul N. and 
Edward Turner the stockholders of 
record. To make stock productions 
and rotate cos. 





Theatre Guild now casting ‘The |} 
Pure in Heart,’ its second produc- 
tion this season. 





Frank Buck sails for Siam, via 
Europe, for some more animal foot- | 
age. Will appear with ‘Bring ’Em | 
Back’ in London first. | 

| 
| 
} 





Regine de Valata, actress, sues 
Benjamin Goodman, her landlord, | 
for $1,600 alleging damage to wear- 
ing apparel through a leak caused | 
by negligence. When she sought to | 
cross-examine him the court shut! 


her off and reserved decision. 





John Golden in a spot for a Jew- 
ish comedian who can act and who! 
wants a job. Needs someone for, 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 


credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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the lead in ‘Why Don’t You Go 
Back?’ 
_—_ 
Robert E. Sherwood back from 
Europe and will head for Hollywood. 





Five persons added to the eight 
already under indictment for fraud 
in connection with the National Di- 
versified Corp. Original eight are 
Otto E. Gobel, Irene C. and Eliza- 
beth M. Flautt, John Elder, Thos. A. 
Lynn, Jerome D. Kline, James F. 
Cassidy and James Gallagher. New 
names are Franklin Johnson, Ray- 
mond Kear, Jos. F. Weel, Raymond 
J. Patterson and Bernard J. Flynn. 

Charged with improper use of the 
mails to sell about $6,000,000 worth 
of stock on the representation that 
the idea had the backing of promi- 
nent Roman Catholics. Ostensible 
object was to make religious pic- 
tures. 





Post office has issued fraud orders 
against 1,537 persons in the past 
two years because of their complic- 
ity in lottery schemes. Says lotteries 
are more persistent today than since 
the old Louisiana lottery was broken 
up. 





William Kelly, a diver employed 
on the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, bit- 
ten by a performing bear Aug. 24. 
Feared his arm may have to be 
amputated. Kelly was lying in a 
bunk when the bear, used in an ani- 
mal act, seized his arm, 





Isidora Newman, author and play- 
wright, caused the arrest of two 
men last week on an extortion 
charge. Stated they took $4,000 
from her on threats of unwelcome 
publicity. Men are held in bail for 
a hearing today (Tues.). 





Coney Island Mardi Gras will tie 
— ee the Washington bicenten- 
nial. 


— 


Putting a bounty on bootlegger 
scalps in Nichols, N. Y. Booster 
Club offers $25 a head and Citizens’ 
Committee adds $15 fer each one 
caught, 





Last week police raided alleged 
policy headquarters in Harlem and 
got 22 men and about $10,000 in re- 
ceipts for the day. 





Morris Humphrey, former m.c., is 
suing Mrs. Gertrude Greeley Whit- 
ing, f Massachusetts, for $156,000. 
Asserts she promised him $100 a 
week for life, took him to Europe 
and then dropped him. She dis- 
covered him at the Real Club, At- 
lantic City, where, he states, he was 
getting $200 weekly, and decided to 
develop nis talent. Obtained per- 
mission to serve by publication, 
since he doesn’t know where she is. 





Dolly Sisters, Beatrice Lillie, Mike 
McTigue and Johnny Dundee all get 
into the Walker hearing when testi- 
mony reveals that R. T. Sherwood 
was their financial agent as well as 
the Mayor's. 





Charles b. Dillingham failed to 
jvin with Mitchell Erlanger, Marcus 
Heiman ind Saul J. Baron in con- 
testing the claims of the National 
City Bank for failure to pay notes 
of the Erlanger Corp., which the 
quartet had guaranteed. Judgment 
was foun” against him for a sum in 
excess of $500,000. Largely a legal 
gesture. 





Emma Redell, of Chi. opera, en- 
gaged by Soviet to sing with its 
orchestras. First American to be 
invited. 





Arthur Hammerstein has taken 
‘The Sun Worshipers,” comedy- 
drama, for his second production in 
conjunction with Lawrence Weber. 
By Norman Foster and Harry Ham- 
ilton. 





Rudy Vallee’s wife has decided to 


get a legal severance from her 
crooner husband. Former Fay 
Webb is leaving New York the 


latter part of this week to establish | 
a residence in Reno as a prelimi- | 
nary step to filing suit for divorce. 








ELL AELEOE DP DEC US ie OW 


Alienation of affections suit 
brought against Marlene Dietrich | 
by Josef von Sternberg’s wife, Riza, 
and in which the latter asked $500,- | 


1000 damages, has been discontinued. | 

Application for withdrawal of the 
action was filed in the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court by Nathan Burkan, at- 
torney for Miss Dietrich. 

Though not divulging the cause |; 
for the withdrawal, Burkan’'s office | 
let it be known that a friendly | 
izgreement had been reached in 
lolly wood. Whether a financial 
settlement entered into agreement 


it was not revealed. i* 












Variety takes no 
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Coast 


Cross-complaint for separate 
maintenance to divorce suit of her 
husband, Alexis, Hollywood techni- 
cal director, has been filed in L. A. 
Superior Court by Seraphine 
Davidoff. 











Superior Court Judge Stutsman 
continues one month suit for $5,000 
against Pathe Studios, by Joyce 
Payne, assignee for Zasu Pitts, who 
charges studio failed to call her on 
four-week contract she held, 





Burr McIntosh celebrates 70th 
birthday at home of James E. Hub- 
bell, Walnut Hill, Los Angeles. Sev- 
eral hundred persons attended. 





Failure to serve Teddy Hayes, 
Hollywood technical director, re- 
sulted in postponement of contempt 
charges brought in Superior Court 
by former wife, Florence Lee Hayes, 
who says Hayes is $5,175 in arrears 
on alimony. 





‘Kibitzer,’ political weekly, sued 
for libel in Los Angeles Municipal 
court by W. V. Anderson, candi- 
date for district attorney, who 
charges paper accused him of im- 
proper relations with underworld, 





Richard L. Hargreaves, former 
president of closed First National 
Bank of Beverly Hills, Calif., and 
husband of Helen Ferguson, lists 
$1,145,011 in liabilities and $320,407 
in assets in schedule in voluntary 
bankruptcy filed in U.S. district 
court, 





Because her husband told her she 
interfered with his expression of 
artistic thought, Marie Cotea Hal- 
ler granted divorce in Los Angeles 
Superior court from Ernest Haller, 
actor. Gets $500 a month alimony. 





Priscilla Dean does not have to 
pay Bartholomae Properties $180 
for rent on room she sublet to Jo- 
seph Schildkraut, according to Los 
Angeles Municipal court decision. 





Moro than 1,500 carpenters, 
skilled artisans and laborers added 
to Fox studio payroll as result of 
nine pictures in production. 





Old H. C. Weaver Productions 
studio at Tacoma, Wash., destroyed 
by fire. 





Jackie Coogan is cheer ieader at 
Santa Clara (Calif.) college. 





Falling 30 feet, Jerry Joyce, tra- 
peze performer in Al G. Barnes cir- 
cus, is in Mercy hospital, Merced, 
Calif. 





Stage at RKO-Pathe studio in 
Culver City scene of rally for Wil- 
liam Gibbs McAdoo in his campaign 
for U. S. Senator. 





Attempt at suicide made by An- 
nette Westby Scarborough, actress, 
wife of George Scarborough, film 
writer, in leap from fourth floor 
apartment in Hollywood. 


_— 





Charles Chaplin appeared in pub- 
li: with his sons, Charles Spencer, 
Jr., and Sidney Earl, when they 
accompanied him to U.A. studios, 
Hollywood. First time he had seen 
his boys in two years. 





Buster Keaton's representative, 
Walter Butterfield, in Seattle to 
pick up new boat for comedian who 
parted with his first yacht during 
divorce proceedings brought b 
Natalie Talraadge Keaton. - 





Jackie Coogan has registered for 
the four year drama course at 
Santa Clara (Cal.) University. Will 
try for talkers after graduation. 





District Attorney Fitts in Los An- 





; Coieman Haves, 
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geles denies permission to Mamita 
dancer, to marry 
Herbert Formes, bandit suspect, in 
jail. 


Mrs. Mary Dolores Robison, 


25, 


‘sentenced to €0 days iff jail in Glen- 


dale, Cal., for posing in nude for 
photographs, made by her husband. 


Mrs. Ernest S. Cowell sues Dor- 
othy Jordan in Municipal court, |! 
Los Angeles, for $1,009, charging | 
ictress owes that as commission on 
20 weeks’ employment, 


' 
Supposedly to put a damper on}; 
holdups, northern district of Lower 
alifornia (Tia Juana, Caliente and 
ther sporting places) has ordered , 


erving of likker stopped at 11:30! 


| Baron Gustav 


p.m., half hour before closing ot 
border nightly. 





Hollywood Bowl officials plan 
new $40,000 administration building. 





Baroness Elsie D. von Koczian 
files for Los Angeles divorce from 
von Koczian, ' ex- 
screen technical director, 





Payment of $300 alleged back ali< 
mony due his ex-wife, Esther Muir 
Enos, actress, won continuance in 
Los Angeles Superior Court for 
Busby Berkeley in action to have 
alimony reduced. 





Eddie Cantor Enterprises incor- 
porated by comedian, preparatory to 
four months’ tour with his own 
revue. Opens in New York in No- 
vember. 





Custody of two children granted 
Mrs. Estelle Lightstone in L. A, 
divorce from Robert B, Lightstone, 
actor. 





Henry Schumann-Heink, son of 
the diva, sues Noel B. Clark in Los 
Angeles over auto injuries, 





Sales of auto radios for first six 
months of 1932 total more than all 
installations for previous 12 months, 
Western Auto Supply Co., Los An- 
geles, reports. 





Louis O. MacLoon sued for di< 
vorce (second inning) in Los An- 
geles by Lillian Albertson Mac- 
Loon. 





With property settlement being 
made, divorce action nears in Los 
Angeles between Bobbe Arnst and 
Johnny Weissmuller, 





Disney Film Recording Co. files 
suit in Los Angeles, charging $1,300 
promissory note has not been paid 
by National Players, Ltd. 





Turtles will not race Labor day 
at Col. Zack Miller’s 101 Ranch, 
Ponca City, Okia., as is the custom. 
Former circus man’s 5,000 terrapins 
have been sold to California pro- 
moters. 





Edna Hickox is seeking divorce, 
$60 a month for support of daugh- 
ter and share in $30,000 community 
property from Sidney B. Hickox, 
camera man, in Los Angeles, 





Bonnie Jean Gray, actress-cow- 
girl, divorced from cowboy husband, 
Donald Harris, in Los Angeles, 





Renee Adoree, who has returned 
to Hollywocd after two years’ ill- 
ness in Prescott, Ariz., will be back 
in pictures in two months, accord- 
ing to Metro. 


Mid-West 


Ruth Pryor, Edward Caton an@ 
Harriet Lundgren engaged as prin<« 
ciyals of the ballet for ‘Aida’ ang 
‘ll Trovatore’ by the Outdoor Opera 
of Soldiers Field, Chicago, 











Minneapolis anticipating ‘Cynarat 
for Sept. 26, at which time the Mine 
neapolis season of dramatic art will 
be officially declared open. 





Catherine Lavacchi, 26, of the 
Hugony Sisters, married John 
Koort, 37, of the Karoli Brothers, 
while Ringling circus was playing 
Minneapolis. Judge waived state 
residential requirements, 





Cleveland's Ohio theatre had the 
pleasure of printing an advertise- 
ment that no tickets were available 
for ‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
with Clara Joel. Meanwhile, the 
busy Robert McLaughlin is toying 
with an appealing idea. He wants 
po gg ‘The Miracle’ for Cleveland 
only. 





WTAM, Cleveland, had guest 
artists from CKGW, Toronto. They 
were Norman Lucas, Stanley Max- 
ted, Simeon Joyce and C. H. Cope- 
land. 





Dancing Masters in convention 
assembled declared crooning an im- 
provemen over jazz They were 
hanpy to be so far from the Charles- 
ton, which they marked as the low- 
est form of dancing. At the time 
the Dancing Masters cashed in 
plenty. Congress hotel, Chicago, 
had the convention. 





A man who is blind, deaf and sick 
abed doni.iced $100 to the Minneap- 
olis Symphony orchestra fund. Burg 
is after $25,000 for culture. 





Heart failure suddenly ended the 
life of a widow, Mrs. Emilia Gecks, 
64, in a St. Louis undertaking par- 
lor, where she was attending the 
funeral of her husband. Frank 
Gecks had been a violinist With the 
| Symphony orchestra there, 

Omaha's hospitality to Ringling’s 


ircus could not be arbitrarily de- 
nied just because the Ak-Sar-Ben 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Uneommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 








That Gallant Jessel 
Norma Talmadge, in ‘Jessel's 
Little Revue’ at the Paramount, is 
secure in the knowledge that there 
are still fans who remember her 
screen successes; that she looks 
very young and charming; that she 
has been given all the answers to 
the questions fired at her by an ex- 
pert comedian, 

Mr. Jessel paces his questions for 
the laughs that would not otherwise 
greet Miss Talmadge’s somewhat 
bored retorts. He stands respect- 
fully downstage, permitting his 
partner to aim her speeches at di- 
rect audience-center. He never 
creeps up-stage to steal advantage, 
or interpolates a laugh-lifting crack. 
Eddie Cantor wouldn't recognize his 
ex-partner and comedy rival if he 
could see Mr. Jessel in this re- 
strained, willing to be topped, mood. 


Since Miss Talmadge’s appearance 
is more eye than ear entertainment, 
she shows poor judgment in her first 
gown, an unimaginative turquoise 
satin with a styleless waistline and 
a strange addition of beige fox at 
the shoulders. Her second is simply 
swell—a carefully fitted skirt of long 
black crepe, an interestingly draped 
white bodice shot with glimmers of 
gold, and metallized scarlet girdle at 
a high waistline. A white hat is 
saucy with its snug outline, sharp 
angle, and frou of fluffy feathers 
at center-back. But what the gown, 
plus Miss Talmadge and Mr. Jessel, 
are doing in a black-out that in- 
terrupts the beauty of a Donald 
Novis solo is something nobody can 
answer, 


Gracie Allen has found new con- 
versational topics with which to 
menace her partner’s sanity—and 
another delicate white mousseline 
that describes her as a dizzy maid, 





Bennett Moods and Modes 


Constance Bennett calls her style 
class to order in ‘Two Against the 
World’ and continues to instruct the 
younger set on how to be the belle 
of the ball. 


Of all her gowns—there is a nice, 
fat collection—her opera costume is 
most simple and camera-wise. 
Made of dark, light-reflecting velvet, 
its long fullness gathers at a high 
waistline. A broad sequined belt 
rides up “in front to emphasize Miss 
Bennett’s modish figure. Inset se- 
quins punctuate the shoulders with 
good tone and broadening line. 


When she walks in the rain, Miss 
Benett takes along a white oil cloth 
raincoat trimmed in black patent 
leather, and a matching hat, 
brimmed. She approves of generous 
quantities of silver fox, blue fox, 
beige fox, or just no fur at all— 
when necklines are immaculately 
fitted. The best haircomb is Miss 
Bennett’s youthful coif, sweeping off 
the brow into full, soft waves. An- 
other, compressed into flat waves 
and pinned closely to the head is 
not nearly as young or becoming, 

Helen Vinson’s gowns and Brit- 
ish accent make her eligible for the 
Bennett cinema crowd. She does 
excellently in an unS¥mpathetic, 
second part. Clara Blandick has 
telling moments as an habitually 
shocked and disapproving matron, 





4 
Chirrups Sad Torches 

Aileen Stanley, with vocal com- 
petition before and after her 
specialty at the Capitol, registers 
one of those unimpressive, polite 
successes, It isn't because she 
doesn’t look well in a neat white 
satin or because she fails to greet 
her audience with gracious simplic- 
ity. It’s probably because torch 
songs are too sad and moody to suit 
anyone who sings in blithe, con- 
tented monotone. 

Bernice and Emily, make-ups too 
pink-and-white and costumes an at- 
tractive combination of cerise and 
chartreuse feathers, open: the unit 
with their dangerous, perfectly per- 
formed stair dance, before the house 
has been warmed to response. 





‘Back Street’s’ Quaint Modes 


Irene Dunne fares best in parts 
that have the great sympathy and 
Strength to sweep her into a firm, 
authoritative performance, ‘Cim- 
arron’ did it for her once. ‘Back 
Street’ does it again, 

Her latest part is rich with self- 


Hollywood would have given their 


most tried and true mascara 
brushes to get a chance at the role. 
None could have interpreted it more 
sweetly than Miss Dunne, 


June Clyde has a chance to shade 
the part of younger sister with a 
change from giddy, small-town miss 
to settled, chatterbox matron. She 
does it surprisingly well. Zasu Pitts 
gets the tiniest peek at wan comedy 
and treats it, as usual, with 
thorough characterization. Shirley 
Grey, Doris Lloyd, Arletta Duncan 
and Maude Turner Gordon are ade- 
quate, in unimportant bits. 

Universal's wardrobe department 
took pains to emphasize the chang- 
ing fashions of the last few decades. 
But the style parade doesn’t quite 
come off. All the details are there; 
feather boas, gored skirts, lace mitts 
and nipped in waist-line. But they 
are not merged into an authentic 
period ensemble. Perhaps its be- 
cause modern clothes have them- 
selves grown so quaint and dated 
that the old-fashioned gowns look 
like frocks for a present-day mas- 
querade ball, 








Cabbage Gag Exposed 
Hollywood has finally discvuvered 
that new-born babies are not found 
in cabbages. After all these years 
of delicate reticence, ‘Life Begins’ 
boldly announces that childbirth is 
a blessed, but none the less obstet- 
rical event. 


This sudden enlightenment revo- 
lutionizes screen motherhood. In the 
old days, tiny symbolic .garments 
were filled, in miraculous sequence, 
with a bouncing, six-months old 
baby. But ‘Life Begins’ will have 
none of pictorial euphemism, It 
forces its actresses to face facts— 
the doubt and fears, the disfigure- 
ments, the disappointments or hopes 
fulfilled, of confinement in a hospi- 
tal maternity ward, 


Loretta Young is aided by a part 
that is dewy with sympathy. 
Pathetically youthful, frightened, 
haunted by the knowledge that she 
must return to prison after her baby 
is born, Miss Young effects a per- 
formance that surpasses former, 
prettily ingenue parts, 


Aline MacMahon, the screen’s fa- 
vorite crisp-cracker, flavors forth- 
right speeches with deepest sym- 
pathy. A head nurse with a level 
head, a softened sense of humor 
and a firmly built role, she compels 
warm audience response. 





Living Up to a Photo 


Hollywood takes an awful chance 
when it permits a heroine to see 
herself, close-up’d in a shimmering 
hair-hat whose flattering aura ex- 
tends to the edges of the camera 
frame. 


Having glimpsed herself en- 
shrined in sheer’ photographic 
beauty, the heroine cannot forget 


the image that smiled back at her 
from the daily rushes. She tries, 
thereafter, to translate the charm 
of a lustrous photograph into dialog 
and action. Her smile becomes more 
fragile, her glance more dewy- 
eyed. Her voice starts to ripple 
like a woodland brook. 

Jeannette MacDonald always has 
had a tendency to over-emphasize 
charm. The close-up already de- 
scribed was her undoing. 


Myrna Loy may have been just as 
pleased with her reproduction in a 
black velvet bouffante and a soft, 
white wig, but she doesn’t let on. 
That’s her best gown. For the rest, 
she relies on her cool manner and 
flip repartee, 

Elizabeth Patterson, Blanche 
Fredrici and Ethel Griffies establish 
a fluttering mood and a prissy Greek 
chorus to comment on M. Cheval- 
ier’s musical escapade. Costumes 
and backgrounds are charming. 





What Nite Club Ladies Wear 


Mayo Methot, done in by the bite 
of a nasty looking scorpion, with- 
draws from ‘The Night Club Lady’ 
unwept, unhonored and unsung. The 
scenarist doesn’t show any good 
reason why she should not be mur- 
dered and nobody cares. 

Miss Methot should be grateful 
for speedy release from an un- 
gracious part. Miss Methot is a 
capable actress, but if she doesn’t 
want to be typed as an out and out 
menace, she'll need sympathetic 





Sacrifice and those human, under- 


standing qualities that Miss Dunne | 


likes to portray, 


parts and more ffattering photog- 
raphy. Her one gown is the snugly 


Many actresses in! fitted black satin that wise night 
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club ladies choose in preference to 
all-over sequins. It’s economical 
and just as effective, if a good figure 
goes along with it. 

Greta Granstedt’s coloring is more 
Seandanavian than her probably 
genuine but none-the-less uncon- 
vincing accent. Ruthelma Stevens, 
screening very nicely in a few good 
clothes, defies audiences to believe 
in the self-conscious, cooing charm 
of her delivery. 





WARFIELD, FRISCO 


(Continued from page 37) 


15, previously played Fox's Para- 
mount for number of weeks, and 
only recently had a week across the 
street at RKO’s Golden Gate. So 
boys are old-timers to this neck of 





the woods. Stafford is a personable 
m.c., working with ease and dis- 
playing an authority of speech and 
deportment that should keep him 
in this berth for some time. Band 
did two numbers, ‘Three on a 
Matcn,’ with Charlie Blanc handling 
lyrics nicely, and novelty arrange- 
ment of ‘Bugle Call Rag,’ with two 
of boys tossing in a tap dance. Re- 
mainder of house’s stock talent, 
line of 16 girls, were okay in three 
routines, flashily costumed. 

Norman Thomas Quintet was 
sock of the show. Freddie Crump, 
agile drummer, and Earl Skanks, 


singing ‘Why Darkies Are Born,’ 
got the big palms. Hoofing duo and 
pianist rounded out the turn. 


Thomas out of the act result of re- 
cent auto accident in which he suf- 
fered fractured skull and injured 
arm. 

Dick Henderson comiced ’em with 
his line of gab and three songs, 
working hard for results. Jue Fong, 
Chinese tenor, chanted an operatic 
air in Italian, concluding with 
Trish Eyes’ and got a good hand. 
Doby and Lou, tall and fat team, 
did couple of fast comedy harmony 
tunes and encored. 

Metrotone news and a Par nov- 
elty short completed. Bock, 


Wisconsin, Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Aug. 29. 
Making his second appearance 
here in less than a year, Ted Lewis 
brought a better show to the Wis- 
consin than he had during his first 
visit. There is more snap to it, with 
better coloring and a better ar- 
rangement of material. 
The peanut number with large 
gobs of peanuts for the youngsters 
made a big hit. 
The show opens as usual with the 
band on the stage and Lewis out in 
front. Several pretty girls dance in 
and out of the proceedings, and a 
colored quartet sings. Lewis sings 
his songs, plays the clarinet, bows 
the acts on and off, and does his 
familiar bits in an engaging man- 
ner. 
Jack Martin at the Wisconsin or- 
gan got excellent results with a 
community singing bee that netted 
more real volume than usual. Pos- 
sibly because the houses at the Wis- 
consin have been getting bigger in 
spite of that heat. It is a popular 
feature. 
Glen Welty and his excellent or- 
chestra did well with selections 
from ‘The Vagabond King’ with 
vocal refrains by Harry Stanton. 
‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par) made good. 


FOX, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 21. 

F. & M.’s tab version of ‘Follow 
Thru’ opened here after a break-in 
week in Los Angeles, and picks up 
entire route, with flock of extra 
dates in usually straight pix houses. 
Show, running 86 minutes, is fast, 
colorful and entertaining, and in 
any house smaller than the massive 
5,000-seat Fox ought to mean a lot. 
As it is here size of theatre de- 
tracts from the show. 

Joe Penner and Olive Olsen doa 
good job with their comedy roles, 
Penner establishing himself as one 
of ace comics to comic along this 
rialto. Others of cast are capable, 
too, and include Madeline Sheffield, 
ingenue; William Halligan, second 
comedy; Helen Wright, femme 
lead; Dee Loretta, Franklyn Far- 
num, Eddie Tamblyn and Alita 
Durean. Big Fox orchestra added 
much to show. George McKay con- 
ducted, ‘Thru’ staged by Leroy 
Prinz, with Eddie Prinz putting on 
dances. 

Walt Roesner and orchestra with 
vocal chorus of 18 had a medley of 
operatic airs, framed as ‘Memories 
of Tivoli Days,’ when Tivoli was 
this town’s ace show spot. Biz not 
so hot with ‘Painted Woman’ on 
screen, Plenty of neat added 
touches about the whole frolic, as 
added by Herman Kersken. Bock. 


OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, Aug. 17. 

Olympia is in its last week under 
Haik bookings before Natan sup- 
plies attractions. Stage and screen 
bills are above the average, opening 
with a mixed newsreel, followed by 
an animated cartoon. Show, which 
is generous, includes an Ufa educa- 
tional on animals with screen shots 
of Lilian Harvey and Willie Fritch 
as commentators. Georges Bailly’s 





orchestra then gives a good render- 
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Broadway 


Get Albert Dean to explain cricket 
rules. 





Morris Gest around the Street 
again, 

Bill Fox has had all his teeth 
pulled. 

Benny Piermont had the tonsils 
yanked, 

Dave Chasen has gag letter en- 
velopes. 


Plenty of southerners in town 
during August. 

Lee Marcus and the missus to 
Bermuda Sept. 10. 

Mary Higgins, of Leblang’s, tak- 
ing another vacation. 

Joe Pincus screen tested Florence 
Reed for Fox last week. 

Squawks of other tenants putting 
damper on penthouse speaks. 
Gladys Glad and Mark Hellinger 
cooing over dinner at Dinty Moore's. 
Joe Cook returned from Europe 
on the ‘Roma’ Saturday evening 
(27). 

Martha Jannis at Polyclinic hos- 
pital recuperating from appendi- 
citis. 

O. M. Samuel recuperating from a 
serious siege of illness in New Or- 
leans, 

Terry Turner staying up nights 
on those Palace and Mayfair house 
fronts. 

As many people in theatre and 
film department of the ‘Mirror’ (tab) 
than in the city room. 

Bill Norton of the Music Box is 
back. He will handle Sam H. Har- 
ris’ ‘Here Today’ tryout. 

Joey Keith and Sid Harris in se- 
clusion at Lake Lucerne, N. Y. 
Braved Saratoga one day. 

Charles Bornhaupt, former vaude 
agent of foreign acts, is residing in 
Stamford, Conn., and is ill. 

Leon Spachner around after four 
painful months with  spondilitis. 
That’s inflammation of the spine. 

Steve Loewer, of the WB pub. 
dept., is motoring to the Coast. Will 
work in the same dept. there under 
George Bilson, 

Ken Hanson, formerly with Pub- 
lix and now manager of the Coli- 
seum, New York, may join the Re- 
publican national publicity commit- 


Hollywood 


Tay Garnett and George Green 
cruising off Mexico. 

Ruth ‘Battling’ Jones back at 
work after a flu siege. 

George Bilson’s schnoz all swollen 
ae when his nag champed at the 

Ad, Schulberg and Charlie Feld- 
man have smartest looking agency 
offices on the boulevard. 

Harold Cohen, picture editor of 
Pittsburgh ‘Post Dispatch,’ here 
making round of the studios. 

Finishing at Paramount, Harvey 
Thew, wife and daughter will drive 
east for two months’ vacation. 

Margaret Fitzpatrick, winner of 
the ‘Panther Girl’ contest in Bir- 
mingham, tested by Paramount. 

Joseph Medill Patterson flew here 
from Chicago for Catalina fishing 
and started back within a week. 

Ed Mozart regaling boys at Pa- 
cific Coast Showmen’s Assn. with 
pore about palmy days of show 
Diz. 

Howard Hughes enters’ State 
amateur golf tournament at Del 
Monte, Sept. 5-11. Has a 2 handi- 
cap. 

Clark Gable, Conrad Nagel and 
Walter Huston all sprouting real 
whiskers for parts in Metro pic- 
ture, 

Tom Kilpatrick back at U from 
Spain, where he procured bullfight 
background stuff for ‘Men of 
Fear.’ 

Harry Rapf saw his first picture 
in months when ‘Divorce in the 
Family,’ written by his son Mau- 
rice, was projected at his home. 











ing of Delibes’ ‘Sylvia Ballet.’ Or- 
chestra is booked for several more 
months and will not be affected by 
change of management, 

Contrary to this, the stage is 
going to be entirely Natan con- 
trolled. He is bringing in Paul 
Oscard, who has lately been pro- 
ducing at the Gaumont, so this is 
the last Haik stage week, produced 
by Andre Bay. Presentation is 
titled ‘Adolescence,’ and includes 
Roseray, Capeia and Debell, latter 
formerly of Debell and Lee; and 
also the Stella Ballet with girls in 
a kind of modernistic stunt using 
the set Mme. Kameroff, their cap- 
tain, carried around France with the 
production. Show is supported by 
the 12 Mersey girls, formerly Jack- 
son when at the Folies Bergere, who 
since they have gone co-operative 


have been the Olympia’s regular 
line, Girls, though co-operative, 
claim that local agents are making 
as much on them as Jackson 
used to. 

Show ends with ‘Coup de Feu 


a lAube,’ a French Ufa produc- 


and one of the most acceptable de- 





tective mellers yet filmed. Mazi, 


tion from the Harry Jenkins play, | 


London 


Joe Termini changing hotels. 

Helen Gray studying languages 

Charles Gulliver still on holiday, 

Kid Berg denies he’s retiring from 
boxing. 

Edna May at last succumbed to a 
shingle. 

Even Americans complainin ° 
hot in London. i © We 

Louise Henry in conference with 
Charles Cochran, 

Philip Moss Vernon producing a 
flash for Paramount-Astorias. 





Arthur Dent lunching at the 
Savoy with Sam Morris. Business 
move? 


John Murray Anderson, Robert 
Milton and Boris Petroff becoming 
inseparable. 

Dora Maughan surprised to hear 
from Reeves, Lamport & Sherek 
anent dates. 

Laurel and Hardy, over from 
Paris, spent last fortnight of vaca. 
tion in England. 

Charles Wilcox, brother of the 
more famous Herbert, with the Fos- 
ters’ Agency as head of the film 
department. 

Jimmy Bryson, one of the pro- 
moters of ‘Fanfare,’ now renamed 
‘Over the Page,’ due for revival at 
Alhambra Aug. 25, is out. 

Balliol and Merton, due at the 
Leicester Square theatre in revival 
of their dance, did not open, due to 
Jessica Merton being hurt in a 
minor accident. 


Paris 

Harold Smith back at his desk. 

Alice Cocea doing a hideaway. 

Mary Knight with Ellen Guilford, 
— Douglas Macleans to Biar« 
ritz. 

Jack Hobby gladhanding again in 
Paris. 

Osso breaking the bank after the 
races. 

Paul Oscard for Olympia presen< 
tation. 





Nadja’s special cheese sand« 
wiches, 

Film syndicates here after Valery 
Boothby. 


Jack Campbell to Stockholm to 
see Garbo. 

Elizabeth Allen for ‘Thais’ at the 
Grand Opera. 

Jack Forrester declining a direct< 
ing job at Par. 

The Cliff “ischers back in their 
Bougival house. 

Beatrice Ashley (Cooper) giving 
private recitals. 

Rosa Ponselle singing for charity 
in Saint Moritz, 

The Paul Scholefields and Paul 
Sloane at Fouquets. 

Casinos to open a tyre facory 
with rubber checks. 

D. J. Regan back to his first floor 
office at the Embassy. 

‘White Horse Inn’ beginning re<- 
hearsals at the Mogador. 

Keith Trevor wears high-waisted 
trousers even in summer. 

Pauline Garron giving a party 
before Hollywooding again. 

Joe Seidelmann parading in white 
silk suits on the boulevard. 

Roses and forgetmenots for 
Laudy Lawrence's birthday. 

Gamby to Deauville races before 
going to the London Pavillon. 

Pierre Haguet inviting newsboys 
to watch the film, ‘King Pausole.’ 

Ruth Putnam Mason going to put 
over her theatre plans after all. 

vlen Shannon and Abe Khan 
from Montparnasse to the Champs 
Elysees. 

Irvin Marks bringing back to 
Paris a grand he made at the Deau- 
ville races. 

Will Chevalier’s divorce mean the 
beginning of a screen career for an 
old legit star. 

Oliver Hardy and the Mrs. visit- 
ing the battlefields while Stan 
Laurel is loafing in his Claridge 


royal suits. 


Leo Terry joined WIBO as ora 
ganist. 

Leon Bloom out as_ Tivoli’s 
maestro. i 

Bob Treastor replaced Clay Bry- 
son at the Blackhawk. 

Ben Thrlich due for a protracted 
court siege in Pittsburgh. 

Gene Austin threw a party Thurs- 
day to introduce his bride. 

Joe Burnet, former Morrison mane- 
ager, now at the Sherman. 

Charley Kurtzman bought a De 
Soto and drove to his new Publix 
job in Detroit. 

Harold Jacobs, 
Indiana, was taken 
colored bandit. 

Vinson Haler 
kins from KOIL, 
Chi on vacations. 

Nina Oliveite’s mother, who trav- 
els with her, returning to California 
because of poor health. 

Roxy, Harold Franklin and Martin 
Beck were mugged by newspapel 
photographers and luncheoned at 
| the Blackstone hotel when passing 
through to coast. 
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Tm Telling You 


By Jack 


Osterman 





A LITTLE TIRED BUT STILL 
GOING, 





A Problem Solved 


For years the cops have tried to 
keep actors from standing in front 
of the Palace with very little suc- 
cess. It took those two cowboys, 
Olsen and Johnson, to solve the 
problem. With cats, squirrels and 
weird noises coming out from be- 
hind the ballyhoo billing in front of 
the theatre, it succeeded in scaring 
the. lay-offs away and the police 
had a rest. 





Brilliant Conversation 

A strange lady accosted Groucho 
Marx on Hollywood Blvd. the other 
day and remarked, T Just saw you 
in ‘Horse Feathers.’ I’ve never seen 
you before and you’re a very funny 
man.’ 
Groucho smiled and replied, ‘Lady, 
¥Yve never seen you before ‘and 
you’re a very funny woman.’ 





She’s in Again 

Gracie (Burns and) Allen crashes 
fin here again with a story about 
her brother, Someone asked. her if 
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Held Over Second Week 
Janet Charles 
GAYNOR FARRELL 


‘THE FIRST YEAR’ 


Roxy Orchestra 70, Ballet, Chorus, Roxyottes 











“One of the finest plays of 
the year, subtle, beautiful 
and tender.”—Atkinson, Times. 


River from El 
warned operators of taxi cabs with 
immediate jugging and have put an 
end to dirt draw known as the 
‘slave market.’ 


“IT don’t know, I’ve never seen him 
with his toupee off.’ 





An Honest Thief 


Some years back Frank Fay 
caught another m.c. doing all of his 
material. Fay was burned and told 
the guy, ‘You’re doing all my stuff.’ 

The lifter came back with, ‘I 
know it Frank, and damn it, I can’t 
seem to get the laughs you get.’ 





A Story in Titles 


On William Hall’s CPS program 
of Aug. 24th (check me up if you 
think I’m lying) the numbers ran 
this way: ‘As You Desire Me’.. 
‘Something in the Night’...‘Adios’ 
.. ‘Let’s Try Again’...‘Wake Up 
the Gypsy in Me.’ 





From the Dailies 
Daniel Frohman in an interview 
said that good actors were scarce. 
No one had the nerve to ask if the 
good managers were. 





Typographical Error 

Just to prove your reporter reads 
nearly everything, in glancing 
through the. Newark ‘Star-Eagle’ 
we found it reports that Max Gor- 
don's ‘Flying High’ looks like a hit. 
We wonder how George White's 
‘Flying Colors’ did? 





Violinsky Violence 
California’s Ambassdor, Violinsky, 
telephones to say that he is now 
writing Row Boat material for peo- 
ple who want to break their act in 
for a Show Boat. 





Not a Bad Idea 


In La Hiff’s Tavern the other 
night Bill Frawley was trying his 
best to understand his companion 
who was a bit under the weather. 
After striving in vain to catch 
on, Bill said, ‘Listen, how much 
would you charge me to turn you 
into a mystery story?’ 





Ostermania 


The new season is about to start 
.- with the announcement that ‘Of 
Thee I Sing” moves to another thea- 
tre...while they clean the Music 
Box...then it will probably move 
back again...There must be some 
other show...Bill Gaxton has 
played the part of the President so 
long, now ‘he thinks he’s Hoover 
...But doesn’t look as worried... 
Eddie Dowling has changed his 
agent...Al Smith used to handle 
him. 


ARE YOU READING? 


CUT RATE TAXI FLEET 
PROPOSED IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

A syndicate is in the offiing to 
put cheap taxicabs on the streets 
of Chicago. First move in that di- 
rection was defeated when the 
Public Taxi Service was denied li- 
censes for their cut-rate cabs but 
company promises to “reconnoitre 
and force the issue. 

For years Chicago has been dom- 
inated by the politically-powerful 
Yellow Cab, founded by John Hertz 
now known to show business 
through the Chicago clique in Para- 
mount-Publix. 

Rates here are highest in the 
country and with distances in Chi- 
cago second only to those in Los 
Angeles taxicebs have always been 








a local luxury. 





Jail Threat Ends Mex. 


Border ‘Slave Mart’ Gag 


Mexico City, Aug. 26. 
Cops of Ciudad Juarez, across the 
Paso, Tex., have 


Stunt, consisting of more or less 


beautiful girls dancing and being 
claimed by holders of tickets, packed | Walker. Rosenthal is the composer- 
cabs to capacity nightly. 
| ‘Hot-Cha.’ 





BIRTHS 








“Another Language” 


with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Dorothy Stickney, John Beal 


BOOTH ? yoestre. - St., W. ef B’way. 








EXTRA’ ‘MATINEE LABOR DAY 





|son, daughter, 
pital, Los Angeles, 
ats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 iis 
State, L. A. 


Mr. and Mrs. H. 
at St. Vincent's hos- |! 
Aug. 11. Father 


saxophone player at 


he was bald and Gracie answered, 


ing to 
‘Peewee’ Emer- | Sands Point, L. 


Loew’s | Maurice K. Sujerman, publisher, in 
i} Los Angeles, Aug. 28 y 





P.A.-Crashers Row 





Press agent for a steam- 
ship line got into an argu- 
ment with uninvited guests 
while aboard ship one night 
last week. They trimmed him 
but he gave a good account of 
himself, and one of his op- 
ponents is claimed to have suf- 
fered a fractured jaw. 

When the p.a. left the pier 
the injured man had him 
pinched. Magistrate asked the 
press man who started the 


trouble. ‘That man over there 
with the testimony on his 
face,’ he replied. 





TURTLES AGAIN 


L. A. Injunction Halts Police Inter- 
ference of Terrapin Racing 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Turtle racing resumed at the ter- 
rapin track on Vine street after Su- 
perior Judge McComb issued a tem- 
porary injunction last Thursday 








against police interference. 





Calls Cops for Help, 
Who Then Pinch Him 
For Gun Possession 





Although the magistrate in West 
Side court, New York, chided the 
cops who arrested Jimmy Noel, of 
Paul Whiteman’s. orchestra, for 
making the pinch, the singing band- 
man was held in nominal bail of 
$500 for General Sessions. Charge 
was possessing a gun in violation of 
the Sullivan law and is beyond the 
jurisdiction of the magistrates’ 
courts. Arrest came about through 
Noel summonsing the cops to his 
apartment when = discovering his 
rooms had been ransacked. 
When the cops, following a be- 
lated radio call, showed up an hour 
and a half later, Noel,. who’d by 
then fallen asleep and had given up 
hope of getting any official assist- 
ance, was awakened by the cops 
hammering on his windows via the 
fire escape. 
Fearing that it was the burglars 
back again, Noel grabbed a prop 
Spanish gun which was more of 
an ornament than anything else. 
This resulted in his arrest. Although 
Noel holds a Massachusetts license 
for the weapon this doesn’t apply 
in New York. 
Besides Noel’s clothes, pocketbook 
and some money being stolen, it 
was discovered that a next door 
apartment had also been. broken 
into and articles of clothing missing. 


$400,000 Budgeted for 
Democrats’ N. Y. Publicity 


Publicity expenditure will be the 
heaviest item in the general layout 
for Democratic Party headquarters 
in New York. About $400,000 has 
been set aside for publicity pur- 
poses and $200,000 more for general 
headquarters at the Biltmore hotel. 
Party has two entire floors at the 
hostelry. Another important item 
of expenditure is the women’s de- 
partment with $250,000. 

Democrats will go radio speech- 
ing only 28 times, 12 of the pro- 
nouncements to be made by Gov. 
Roosevelt. Garner will make only 
four speeches, while the other 12 
will be made by lesser political 
lights. 














MARRIAGES 


Beth C. Moreno, step-daughter, 
of Antonio Moreno, to Francis D. 
Tappaan, Aug. 20, in Los Angeles. 


Muriel Bultman, New Orleans 
non-pro, to Owen Francik, screen 
writer, Aug. 20, in Los Angeles. 


Inez Leedam, of Canton, O., and 
musical comedy tab, to Jack Hag- 
gerty, of Edith Ambler Players, at 
Cambridge, O., Aug. 11. 


Evelyn Berkhammer, Milwaukee 
dancer, to Harold H. Van Horn of 
Indiana, at Waukegan, Ill., Aug. 20. 
The couple will live in Milwaukee. 

Harry M. Tucker, orchestra lead- 
er, and Mathilda A. Walteich, both 
of New York city, have filed mar- 


Although arrested by Capt. D. 
McD. Jones of the vice squad 
Thursday on lottery charges, Doug- 
las Hertz, promoter, and his men 
were booked only on misdemeanor 
charges. 

Arena seats 2,500, but races got 
away to a bad start with about an 
average of 200 in attendance nightly. 
Gate is 40c. Terrapins sell for $2 
each. Three awards are made for 
each race: $75 for the winner, $15 
for show and $10 for place. 


N. Y. TABS CAMPAIGN 
TO CLEAN UP B’WAY 


New York ‘Daily Mirror’ has,em- 
barked on a campaign to clean up 
Broadway, tab’s tirade being par- 
ticularly aimed at stock burlesque 
in four former Broadway legit the- 
atres. 

Paper takes the position that the 
legit stage is endangered by the 
current burlesque type of perform- 
ance and seeks to have such shows 
banned from Times Square. 
Barrage, however, is directed 
against all forms of midway diver- 
sion along the famed street. 











TOO MODEST 


Nudist Try Flops—Camp Reopens 
for Guests With Clothes 








Highland, N. Y., Aug. 29. 

Nudist colony on a 400-acre es- 
tate here has proved a failure and 
will be abandoned. C. A. Timmer; 
manager, who is not a nudist but a 
business man, declares the modesty 
of many of the cultists has made 
the venture a financial bust. 
Timmer declares he gets no pub- 
licity through his patrons, as they’re 
so modest they don’t want their 
friends to know where they are. 
Next summer he will run the estate 
as a regular summer camp for 
guests with clothes. 





Necking Parkers Help 
Law, Hurt Theatres 


Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 

A local newspaper discloses that 
in a little more than two months 
Minneapolis ‘spooners,’ who seek the 
quiet lanes of Golden Valley, near- 
by suburb, in which to park their 
cares, have contributed more than 
$2,700 in fines to the village trea- 
surer, indicating the sort of summer 
opposition with which local show- 
houses must contend. 

Although the village has but 800 





stables and two deputies in addition 
to the justices. The justices re- 
ceive $4.20 in fees for each case 
handled. 

The newspaper exposing the mat- 
ter denounced it as ‘an outrageous 
system’ and worse than any of the 
old ‘speed traps’ operated by con- 
stables and justice courts up to a 
few year: ago ‘because the offense 
charged is such that few persons 
would be willing to risk notoriety 
by fighting the case when a plea of 
guilty and a payment of cash to the 


Ad St. Development Will Blot Out 
Center of Mid-Town Coney Island 





The promised improvement of 424 
street which within a year is ex- 
pected to reclaim it from its 


Bowery-like estate, has begun. The 
south side of the famous theatre 


block from the Harris to the Frank« 
lin Savings Bank will benefit by the 
first reconstruction, which at the 
same time will eliminate several] 


houses, now useless for legit. Bes 
lief that the block and the imm-=di- 
ate district will continue to be th« 
amusement center is based on the 
fact that four subway lines con« 
verge there. 
The Bethlehelm Steel Co. is raze 
ing the old American Music Half 
which after its vaudeville days went 
burlesque until damaged by fire. Ag 
office building will occupy the sité€ 
which extends to 4list street with 
an ‘L’ into Eighth avenue, 

Flea Circus to Go 
Plans have been drawn for office 
and studios for the National Broad<« 
casting Company, the plant to oce 
cupy the present site of old Mure 
ray’s which includes the flea cire 
cus (lease to expire next month), 
plus the adjoining Liberty and Ele 
tinge theatres. Both theatre lease@ 
expire next February, but since thé 
Eltinge alone is lighted, with stock 
burlesque, the new construction will 
likely proceed before then. 
One key property that lies west 
of the Liberty and Eltinge is Wale 
lack’s (originally the James K. 
Hackett) which has been involved 
frequently in trades by dealers in 
future realty. This property ex« 
tends only part way through to 41st 
street and may be included in the 
NBC structure later. 

License Commissioner James Gere 
athy has yet to act on issuing li« 
censes to the Republic and Eltinge, 
which the Forty-second Street 
Property Owners’ association pro< 
tested. The Commissioner back 
from a vacation said he had a mas# 
of testimony to digest.. It is pos« 
sible that one or both burley houses 
will be forced to quit. Plan for a 
department store to occupy the€ 
north side of the block from Seva 
enth avenue westward is said 
have been put back because of th 
depression but with an upward turm 
in conditions that may be revived 
promptly. 


NEW DOG RACING TOUGH 
OPPOSISH AT SARATOGA 


Saratoga, Aug. 29. 

Officials of the famous Saratoga 
race track are burned up because of 
opposition from an unexpected quare 
ter. It is the dog racing plant which 
has been doing okay. 

Because of conditions the $3.85 of. 
mission has reduced the number of 
giddy-ap patrons, whereas plenty of 
those who have played the grey- 
hound events have entered on free 
passes which may be had with 
abundance. Dog race people get 
theirs from the play on the mutuel 











inhabitants it employs two con- |betting which doesn’t go at the horse 


racing track. Last Saturday 12,000 
people attended the canine races. 
Horse racing season ends next 
Saturday (3) moving down to Bel- 
mont. 





Dance Hall Goes Cafe 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Hollywood Gardens, former dance 


hall, goes cafe Sept. 15 after a ree 
modelling. 


To be operated by Frank De Pas- 


quella with floor show of eight 





justice court will buy liberty and 


principals, 12 line girls and band, 





riage intentions at Greenwich, Conn. | silence.’ Arthur Silber booking. 
Jessie Wadsworth, of Hollywood, : 
to Milt Harris, non-pro, in Med- ear wm <a NE ON 5, MM Semtoe: OF 


ford, Ore., Aug. 22. Bride operates 
an agency in Hollywood. 

Marie Frimany de _  Beixedom, 
Beverly Hills, to Denny Lamson, 
agent, at Tia Juana, Mex., Aug. 23. 
Marjorie LeVoe to Harry Rosen- 
thal Aug. 29 in New York by Mayor 





pianist. Miss LeVoe was last in 
Mrs. Catherine Vanderbilt Cush- 
Lawrence Wise Lowman, 
I, Aug. 26. Groom 
s a CBS official. 


Geraldine M. Barrett, 


when B. 
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Fritz and Monte 


Death and s 


taken three of the vets who have ba 


managers and theatrical personages. 
Newt died after spending 42 years with the same shop, Dick spent 46 














writer, to 


years before passing away. 
credit. 


ears. 


Tom, now seriously ill, 
Two survivors, Fritz and Monte, 


Sole Survivors 


Chicago’s once famous Colonial theatre barber shop, which suspended 
& K. built the Oriental theatre, did not go out of business. 
Five of the barbers continued in the Woods building an association that 
endured over 25 years. 


ickness in the last 12 months hag 
rbered thousands of actors, agents, 


had 26 years to his 
each belonged to the group 25 
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New York City 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Daily papers and even the trade press are apparently confused to a 
certain extent anent the Roxy theatre, New York, management and 
This is due to the fact that stories are being sent out from 








SUBSCRIPTION operation. 
Anoual......... $6 Foreign.....-..- $7/ the house by Receiver Harry Kosch in addition to the regular theatre 
Single Coples...........+-+eee- 15 Cents <4 . 
publicity handled by the Roxy operators. 
120 While the operating men are endeavoring to wean the public back to 
Vol. 107 Ese No. 12 | the house, mention of. the receivership, in yarns about Kosch, tends to 








15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





Abolition of the blacklist created 
by the White Rats strike announced 
by the managers. Only the so-called 
‘anarchists’ were to remain on the 
outside. 





Loew theatres considering an up 
to 35c top. Dime boost. 

Usual shortage of acts, but not 
blamed on the war. Some were still 
out with summer snaps and others 
were doing fairs. 








Secret service men were jittery. 
They questioned Adrian, a black- 
face comedian, as to his registra- 
tion. He told them he was over 31 
and it was up to them to prove he 
wasn’t. So he got locked up until a 
wire from N. Y. gave him the O. K. 





R. TT. Richards shows, under 
Ringling management booked for a 
lot at 145th and Lenox ave. for a 
three-day stani. To break a jump 
inte New England. 





Final figures showed the Century 
theatre had dropped $186,000 the 
past season. 





English producers coming here for 
stage supplies which were mostly 
made in Austria and could not be 
had direct. 





Animal acts not wanted ig France 
and England. Food was needed for 
war work. 





B’way managers were considering 
a plan to tour the military camps 
with shows. Government later took 
the matter over. 





Chi musicians still in a ferment. 
Wanted to refuse to play ASCAP 
tunes uniess paid extra. Sore 
on that royalty drive. In vaude 
houses it wanted $31 per man in 
ten cent houses, with a dollar more 
for each nickel above that up to 
50c, 





90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 





Io w. Pepper took half a page to 
advertise a new style of drum. 
Heads were tightened by thumb- 
screws instead of leather tabs. 





Passing of cricket around New 
York lamented. Once famous St. 
George eleven had been weakened 
through losing some of its best 
players to lawn tennis. 





Margaret Mather made her debut 
as a star in ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in 
Chicago. Her leading man was 
Alexander Salvini, son of the great 
Thomasso. 





Theatres were rapidly opening 
up, but San Francisco was in a 
slump with only one house lighted. 





W. C. Coup’s circus was in trou- 
ble in Detroit. On the arrival of 
the show the sheriff seized the out- 
fit for three claims brought by 
Frank Melville, equestrian, Wm. 
Ducrow, equestrian director, and 
George Loyal, gymnast, aggregat- 
ing $5,000. Back salaries. That 
started the avalanche and $25,000 
piled up. 

U. S. Circus for sale under at- 
tachment in Louisville. Lithograph 
co. slapped the plaster. Show had 
had nine days’ rain, two lost dates 
and a blowdown all within two 
weeks. 





Advertising for a street talker 
and office man on a medicine show, 
an advertisement stated preference 
would be given one with long hair. 





‘Clipper’ told a correspondent that 
it doubted any minstrel orch leader 
got as much as $65 a week. Had to 
work hard, too, street parade, pre- 
performance concert and all through 
the show. 





Harrigan and Hart, who scored 
their hits in stories of New York 
life, opened in an Irish drama. Not 
@ happy experiment 


keep the financial difficulty of the spot in the public mind, claim the 
directing faction. 

Result is that the operators are now more than anxious to make a 
change of name for the theatre. A campafgn, on a contest basis for the 
public, may get under way, although by agreement with S. L. Rothafel 
(Roxy), house can continue to use the Roxy name until October. 





Deal which United Artists has just completed with British and Do- 
minions sets a precedent abroad. For the first time an American com- 
pany has taken over the product of an important European company 
for distribution in its own (European) territory. 

Deal is also apt to help Fox and Gaumont-British get together on 
their difficulties, although neither of these companies is directly in- 
volved. Gaumont-British previously distributed the B&D pictures, so 
it means that G-B will be able to use more outside product than pre- 
viously. It's schedule calls for production of only about 50 pictures, which 
won't anywhere near satisfy the G-B circuit, even with its present tie- 
ups for indie product. Fox pictures will therefore be given a break. 





The first run situation in Montreal is held by local showmen as com- 
pletely solved by the recent Famous Canadian-RKO-Loew pool giving 
operation to F. C. It is felt by Famous Canadian operators that Mon- 
treal is now unique among big keys in that the first run market is under 
control. 

Result of the pooling has been the picking of the best among major 
films for the Palace, the A first run of the city. Loew takes pictures 
from the Pal on second run, plus vaude, while the other Publix house, 
Capitol, plays double features in addition to an occasional special stage 
attraction. Imperial, RKO house, is using French pictures. 





Under a new policy instituted by RKO, outside company films when 
playing any RKO houses, will get identification credit in all theatre 
advertising. The plan comes from the theatre department of RKO in a 
co-operative move to get behind all picture bookings regardless. So far 
as known, unless stipulated by contract, major companies have stub- 
bornly restricted company identification in advertising to their own 
affiliated product. 

The RKO departure from this custom may lead a general movement 
this way among the others. Besides its own product, RKO, in New 
York plays all the major product except Warners and Metro. 





Sunday publicity breaks for Coast studios and theatres depends largely 
on volume of department store advertising, especially as applying to Los 
Angeles. If stores go in for extra display space, mechanical requirements 
of Sunday sheets call for extra editorial matter. Drama and picture 
desks are usually jammed with copy, result being this type of editorial 
matter gets the play with extra store ads being spotted in drama or 
society sections. 

Frequently, publicity copy is so widely scattered, the p.a.’s have a hard 
job finding their stories, even when assured that their copy has been 
used. 





Hal Roach’s ‘Our Gang’ comedies hold the Hollywood record as the 
oldest unit in pictures. Gang, now in its 12th year, has worked under 
that title since inception. Personnel, with exception of Robert Mac- 
Gowan, first and only director, has had four complete changes. 

Despite early and long training, Jackie Cooper is only ‘Gang’ graduate 
who has developed after leaving the Roach lot. Several others have gone 
into vaude but few got past the deuce spot. ; 

In length of service ‘Pete,’ the dog, held the medal as a ‘Gang’ per- 
former, six years. 





Confusion over the new German quota law as regards shorts prompted 
the German Exhibitors’ Association to ask for a fuller interpretation. 
U. S. Trade Commissioner George Canty also asked for details and was 
officially informed by Dr. Plugge, head of the Spic, that: 

‘Shorts up to a length of 600 meters may be imported without a Kon- 
tingent permit if the importing distributor is able to prove that he is also 
distributing 250 meters of German educational or cultural film, which 
has been newly produced, but not yet distributed, and which have offl- 
cially been acknowledged as such.’ 





Paramount managed to scoop the other newsreels on Olympic shots 
for Japan. That's according to cable advice from Tom Cochrane, Par’s 
Japanese chief. 

Par got its clips aboard a steamer from San Francisco via plane just 
before the liner sailed. Items were developed but unedited, that being 
left to the other side. 

All reels made pretty serious efforts to rush their Olympic stuff to 
various world centers ag rapidly as possible, Japan especially because 
of the fine showing of its athletes. 





Gag in pronunciation of Marlene Dietrich’s first name as ‘Marlaynaw,’ 
by Joe Von Sternberg, has got Frank Whitbeck all excited, and he is 
doing one of those ‘Garbo Talks’ stunts on a 1,500 foct trailer, now being 
readied for ‘Blonde Venus.’ Trailer opens with kaleidoscopic shots of 
characters in all walks of life around the world, meeting. 

Opening talk is ‘Have You Seen the Blonde Venus’? Reply is, ‘Marlay- 
naw’ Dietrich, with the German pronunciation of the name stressed. 
Whitbeck figures it will be as big a stunt as ‘Garbo Talks.’ 





Growing tendency of Coast exchange managers to get in exhibition on 
the side has aroused protest, especially among indie exhibs. Already it 
has brought dismissal of one exchange manager in San Francisco. Other 
cases are being investigated. 

In the past year several branch managers have bought in on neighbor- 
hood houses, and while there have been no cases reported where discrim- 
ination in bookings has resulted, indies believe the way is open for such 
practice and are voicing their objections to the distributors. 





Fox’s ‘First Year’ was at one time a studio orphan with no one wanting 
to take credit for its parentage despite its success as a play. 

Picture went into production prior to the return of Winnie Sheehan 
and Sol Wurtzel. Studio thought was that the casting of Janet Gaynor 
as a married woman was a fatal mistake, as also the assigning of 
Bill Howard, a director considered arty by the lot. 

The returned execs, regardless of the success of the picture, admit 
they had nothing to do with it. 





M. H. Aylesworth is closely watching Radio product with an eye to 
eliminating off-color material. He recently personally sliced a bit from 
‘Age of Consent.’ 

RKO head saw a print of the picture the day it arrived in New York. 
He particularly objected to one gag and notified the studio to out it. 
It necessitated wiring some exchanges which already had prints. 





A producer of standard short subjects is having a difficult time raising 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Peculiar situation occurred at the Frisco Fox when Lilyan Tashman 
did the act written for her by Sid Silvers, and in which she playeg the 
Paramount, New York, several weeks ago. 

But she hit the local Fox too late. Fanchon & Marco had sent Gilda 
Gray through in an ‘Idea’ three weeks before doing the same turn. 

Miss Tashman, with Ken Murray and Jack Waldron, did the act all 
week, 

Silvers’ supposition is that F. & M. probably paid Jack Yellen, his 
partner, for the material. Miss Tashman has yet to pay him for the 
material, he declares. 








The reverse of the usual story of ingratitude heard in the show busi- 
ness is that of Jack Rosen, former burlesque comic, who died recently 
in Denver. Half of Rosen's $5,000 estate was willed to George McKay 
(McKay and Ardine), in return for a kindness. 

McKay helped Rosen and his small daughter out of a financial pre- 
dicament in New York one day. The amount was less than $100, but it 
got Rosen back on his feet and he never forgot it. 

Rosen’s $5,000 was divided equally between McKay and the widow by 
the late comedian’s will. McKay sent $1,500 of his share to Mrs. Rosen to 
defray funeral expenses. 





To economize on its telephone charges, RKO has installed pay station 
phones for agents and others in the Bond and the Palace theatre build- 
ings. With one or two pay phones on each floor it is hoped that in this 
way the company can cut down the number of its switchboard trunk 
lines which now number 67. 

This is besides the direct board extensions to Universal, Paramount, 
Loew's, Columbia and Warners. 


Regarding these showboat revues this summer, Hurtig & Semon ran a 
similar show nightly for most of one summer in the old days, But they 
used stages instead of a floor show. 

Stages were on three decks and the actors played them all. Offered a 
idea made a little money it was not repeated because it did not make 
enough. 





George Gershwin, passing a burlesque house, heard the strains of ‘I’ve 
Got Rhythm’ pouring out of one of the exit doorways. 

George poked his head inside to see how his copyrighted tune was 
being burglarized. 


go around and buy a ticket at the box office.’ 





Warners’ Downtown, Los Angeles, is hanging banners reading ‘Only 
high class vaudeville in the west,’ as substitute for previous marquee 
advertising claiming only big time vaude in town. 

Acts booked into house frequently play Long Beach full week, or the 
Hippodrome and Million Dollar here for split week stands. 





Two lay-off acrobats decided to take in an opera. 

They arrived in time for the spirited overture to the third act of 
‘Lohengrin’, 

‘Can you beat that?’, asked one, of the other. 
opening.’ 


‘They've stolen our 





delivered and banks have turned him down, despite his releasing cone 
tract, even for the amount of $90,000. 

A year ago this producer was able to borrow $350,000 on his contract 
with his original distrib. He shut himself off from a cash outlay by his 
new affiliation because he refused it the right to cast and supervise his 
films. 





name limitation of code agreement, at least will obtain recognition im 
the files of the Academy. 

This week writers were handed cards on which to give information for 
the files as to work done on uncredited pictures. Information will be 
available for producers to back up qualifications of writers seeking fu- 
ture jobs. 





Playing the part of Warden Lawes in ‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ for 
Warners, Arthur Byron is made up to resemble in appearance the writer 
of the book and the head of the New York state prison. 

It was found that Byron had a bald spot which was quite noticeable, 
so the studio expended $1,500 before it got a toupe to properly fit his 
head. Which is the most expensive hirsutic adornment yet supplied for 
any screen male by a studio. 





The Roxy reopened Saturday (20) as the first major Broadway house 
on a rental deferrment basis. This means, house executives stated, that 
all overhead of the theatre will be paid weekly with a part of whatever 
remains going toward the rental. 

The house, in this way, expects to be able to carry on if necessary 
along the same lines as a smaller theatre with a correspondingly lighter 
nut. ‘od 





Traveling execs for some of the big circuits are having their work 
doubled this season. On orders from home offices they are not only in- 
specting their own theatres, but are also visiting the opposition to draw 
a comparison. 

One of these men, recently returned, figures that he covered 10,000 
miles and while on the tour spent fully half of his time in competitors’ 
theatres. 





A writer left a Coast studio several months ago to become associate 
producer at another plant. Before leaving he submitted an-idea to the 
head of the story department. Idea had a political background and 
scenario head turned down the hunch. In his new capacity the writer 
was hunting for material. Studio sent him several scripts to read one 
of which had just been purchased. It was his idea woven into a story 
and sold the studio by the exec who had previously turned it down. 





_A Hays office bulletin to Coast studio press departments announced 
that the dramatic editor of a middle west daily was in Hollywood for 
two weeks assigned by her paper to write a series of articles on pictures. 

Bulletin stated that the woman should receive special studio courtesies 
as the paper was important, having over a 250,000 circulation. Current 
edition of ‘Editor and Publisher’ gives the circulation of the paper as 
20,000, 





Metro’s batch of feature films budgeted at under $200,000 in cost now 
includes three, ‘Kongo,’ ‘Payment Deferred’ and ‘Mark of Fu Manchv.’ 
These pictures are in production. 

As studio preparation of material progresses, Irving Thalberg will 
decide which stories are to fall into this group. About six, it Is believed, 
will come under this classification. 





Magazines are still cutting in and queering picture rights for stories 
in some cases. Latest instance is Universal’s attempt to purchase the 
Floyd Gibbons’ yarn, ‘Red Knight of Germany,’ which ‘Liberty’ had pre= 








cash. He doesn’t get a cent from his distributor until the negative is 


(Continued on page 44) o 


« 


four-hour sail and a six or eight-act show for 50 cents, and while the , 


‘If you want to come in,’ welcomed an indignant usher, ‘you'll have to . 


Writers who work on stories but cannot get screen credit, under two-.. 
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Equity-Backed Rotary Stock Idea 
May Be Equity Producing Wedge 


Possibility of Equity embarking 
wpon a producing venture was re- 
yealed in a statement by Frank Gill- 
more a few days ago during an in- 
guiry on another maiter. 

Tentative idea at present is to 
make the first overture in the rotary 
stock field, with further extension 
into New York with a resident com- 


pany if the first test proves success- ; 


ful. From that, showmen argue, it 
would be but a step into play pro- 
ducing. Equity angle would be the 
value of the enterprise in providing 
engagements for members, 

Gillmore was approached with an 
inquiry as to the possible affiliation 
of National Plays, Inc., with Equity. 
Concern, recently chartered to pro- 
duce all types of plays, has among 
its incorporators Paul Turner and 
Mrs. Emily Holt, both Equity at- 
torneys. Gillmore stated that Na- 
tional Plays is in no way asso- 
ciated with Equity. It was in this 
connection that the Equity presi- 
dent enlarged upon the chances of 
the organization going in for pro- 
ducing on its own. 


Free to Act 


Equity is free to produce plays 
or to be interested in such activi- 
ties, members assenting, according 
to Gillmore. At the annual meet- 
ing in May the members endorsed 
the idea of rotary stocks which 
Equity proposed, and voted to ap- 
propriate $5,000 toward the experi- 
ment. However, the Council up to 
date has taken no definite action. 
Gillmore states it may do so this 
fall or may postpone the plan. 

It would not be the first time for 
Equity to figure in a managerial 
and productional capacity. Some 
seasons ago an organization called 
Equity Players held forth in the 
48th Street theatre. While this 
venture was separately incorporat- 
ed, Equity was among the guaran- 
tors. 

After a rather promising start 
Equity Players seemed to go to 
seed, partly because of poor play 
selection and possible internal dis- 
eention. Most active were actors 
prominently identified with Equity. 
A list of guarantors was built up, 
contributors being socially or finan- 
cially noted. After several success- 
ive flops the organization died out. 
By then Equity had withdrawn its 
name from the group which was 
changed to the Actors Theatre. 


Erlanger Estate Case 
Up in Court Sept. 14 


Further hearing of objections to 
the accounting of the A. L. Erlanger 
estate has been set for Sept. 14 by 
Surrogate O’Brien. By then Max D. 
Steuer, who represented Charlotte 
Fixel in her successful contest to be 
recognized as Erlanger’s common- 
Jaw wife, is expected to have re- 
turned from abroad. 

Claims against the estate may ap- 
proximate $8,000,000. Miss Fixel, 
having the right to contest for one- 
half the estate, is apparently the 
largest creditor. 


Elitch Does 90% of ’31 


Denver, Aug. 29. 


Elitch theatre closes after 11- 
week season, with receipts off 10% 
from last year. Opening week with 
“Blessed Event,’ turned in best gross, 
with ‘Applesauce’ second. 

Prices were cut the last week 
from $1.25 to 75-cent top. Attend- 
ance improved, but not gross. 





Stock for Akron 


Akron, O., Aug. 29. 


A revival of dramatic stock will 
be attempted at Civic Playhouse by 
the Gordinier Players Sept. 3. Cur- 
Jey Burns’ musical tab troupe has 
been cccupying the local playhouse. 

Dramatic stock was attempted 
early in the season by the Civic 
Playhouse group, but the company 
closed after eight weeks. 





Minor Turns Playwright 
Worthington Minor, director, is 
turning playwright for the next 
Crosby Gaige production, ‘Angel.’ 
It’s a Hungarian piece which *Minor 
will stage so he’s adapting it him- 


self. 

This is the play originally inz 
tended for Ina Claire and now pe 
Uoned for Elissa Landi. b, 

efers! 
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‘Cleveland Stock Would 


Plunge on Musicals 


Cleveland, Aug. 29. 

Encouraged by success of his 
stock company at the Ohio, Robert 
McLaughlin is preparing to revive 
‘Merry Widow’ Sept. 4, the first mu- 
sical of his season. 

Donald Brian, the original Prince 
Danilo, and Virginia O’Brien en- 
gaged to play lead in the Lehar 
operetta, Bebe Barri, back from 
European trip, is staging dance rou- 
tines with Louis Rich as band 
leader. 

McLaughlin also planning to pro- 
duce ‘Irene,’ with Helen Ford, and 
is talking about trying ‘The Miracle’ 
if Rosamond Pinchot can be had 
for the role of the nun. 





Expect 2 Yr. Tour 
For ‘Boat,’ Cast 
Intact for Road 


Although the date of departure 
of ‘Show Boat’ from the Casino, 
New York, to the road has not yet 
been set, guarantees approximating 
$25,000 weekly have been received. 
Cleveland, Richmond, Va. and 
Waco, Tex., are among the towns 
seeking the show on that basis. 
Operetta may also be the opening 
attraction at the new opera house 
in Providence. 

Expected that ‘Show Boat’ will 
tour for the next two years. First 
season out will be in the larger 
stands, including spots where it 
originally played. Second season 
will see it in one, two and three 
nighters. Cast figured to remain as 
at present throughout the coming 
season. 








Kernan Balto Houses 
Sold, McLaughlin G. ML. 


Baltimore, Aug. 29. 
Leonard B. McLaughlin becomes 
general manager for the former 


Kernan theatrical properties, the 
Auditorium and Maryland. The 
hotel attached goes under the direc- 
tion of Joe Kernan. 

This is the new setup arranged by 
the Penn Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany, which has just bought the 
theatre. 

McLaughlin takes this post after 
having been with the Fred Schan- 
berger interests here for 27 years, 
latterly as publicity director. 

According to the plans laid out by 
McLaughlin, the Maryland former 
two-a-day vaude but lately in legit, 
will be the legit house. Will be 
booked independently, the _ rival 
Ford’s being the UBO spot. 

Besides the road attractions, Mc- 
Laughlin is now negotiating for the 
return of the University players 
company, which had an 18-week 
stock stay last season. This com- 
pany, now in West Falmouth, Mass., 
nas recently undergone a label 
change to Theatre Unit, Inc. [If 
this group comes in, the cast will be 
regularly supplemented by name 
imports from New York. 

Auditorium in Films 

Auditorium disposition is indef as 
vet, though its most likely that this 
erstwhile legit spot will seek to es- 
tablish itself as a road show picture 
house, figuring on taking the two-a- 
daayers as ‘Life Begins’ (WB), ‘Sign 
of the Cross’ (Par) and ‘Strange In- 
terlude’ (M-G). House last year 
played ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). 

If not road shows, the house will 
nevertheless be pictures. McLaugh- 
lin flits to New York this week t92 
line up product. 
film product, may mean vaudfilm 
here. Later possibility due to the 
acknowledged heavy taste for vaude 
locally, three city spots now carry- 
ing vaude stages. 








Part for Pauline Lord 
Gilbert Miller wants Pauline Lord 
for a new French play he 
prospect for New York in a couple 


months. It’s called ‘Wet Paint,’ 
though the title will probably be 
changed. 


Sidney Howard will do the adap- 
tation. 
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BOOKING IGNORES UBO 


Fears-Ulric Play Goes to Miller 
Despite Booker Desire 








‘Nona,’ in which Peggy Fears will 
star Lenore Ulric, will be housed 
at Henry Miller’s theatre, opening 
on or about Sept. 26. 

The booking was made direct, 
being confirmed by cable from Gil- 
bert Miller. The United Booking 
Office sought to spot the show else- 
where, Miss Ulric, however, favor- 
;}ing the Miller booking. 


‘ELECTRA’ TWICE DAILY 
IN CLEVELAND STOCK 


Cleveland, Aug. 29. 

Morning matinees ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ tried out for first 
time in stock by Robert McLaugh- 
lin’s rep company at $1 top clicked 
and O’Neill’s five-hour marathon is 
doing a sell-out second week. 

Early bird shows begin at 11, with 
Clara Joel in lead and time out for 
lunch at 1:30. Novelty is drawinz 
out-of-town crowds, many bringinz 
lunches with them. 

First matinee experiment did a 
capacity, inspiring McLaughlin t? 
run aS, R. O. ad in all sheets. 

Alice Brady took her original 
New York role in evening perform- 
ances while Clara Joel did three 
matinees weekly. Rest of cast had 
a fourteen-hour shift. With grab- 
bing meals on the fly, catching 4) 
winks and rehearsals for next 
shows, half of company claimed 
they were on verge of a break- 
down. 


Louise Dresser Star in 
Plain Man’ Road Co. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Louise Dresser will be starred in 
a road production of ‘A Plain Man 
and His Wife,’ which was tried out 
at the Pasadena Community Play- 
house earlier this season with Miss 
Dresser in the top spot. 

Show will be produced by Acorn 
Theatres Enterprises, composed of 
Pen Jacksen, James Hanley and 
|Harry Cort. Play is from a ‘Sat- 
evepost’ novel by Sophie Kerr. 
Opens in San Diego early in Sep- 
tember and, after local showing, 
heads east. 


























Minneapolis as Split 


Minneapolis, Aug 29. 

The Metropolitan theatre, housing 
legitimate touring attractions, will 
open its season Sept. 26 with ‘Cy- 
nara,’ presented by a cast including 
Philip Merivale, Phoebe Foster, 
Adrianne Allen and Henry Stephen- 
son. The engagement will be for 
three days. It is announced ‘Re- 
union in Vienna,’ with Lunt and 
Fontanne, has been booked for three 
days in October. 

By playing attractions for three 
nights instead of a week as former- 
ly, the Metropolitan last season 
showed a profit. 

The second week in September 
has been fixed for the reopening of 
the Shubert theatre dramatic stock 
under A. G. Bainbridge. 


Schore Back; To Produce 


William Schore, legit stager, is 
back from Hollywood after six 
months on the Paramount lot and 
is ready to go producer on his own. 

He has a new play by Aben Kan- 
del called ‘Hot Alaska, which he 
wants to produce. 


‘Six Beds’ for Erlanger 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
‘Six Beds,’ new play with all male 
characters by Howard Emmett 
Rogers, has been optioned by Er- 
langer’s for fall production in New 
| York. 

















CONRAD IN ‘MARCH’ 


Eddie Conrad will join ‘Forward 
March.’ 
This Brown & Henderson musical 





backer as ‘Hot-Cha,’ which, under 
Ziegfeld auspices, had its song- 
writers, Lew Brown and Ray Hen- 


derson, in on the financial end along | h 


with the backer. 





Mason Peters III 


|} sonal representative for former Sec- 
|retary Lamont, of the U. S. Com- 
| merce Department, is in the Naval | 
Hospital, Washington. 
ing from a breakdown, 
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is said to have the same financ 1 Smith 


| Arts, 


Mason Peters, press agent for the | 
|late Henry Savage and later aed 


He is suffer- | 
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Jail Pair on Charge 
Of Gypping Jobless 


Milwaukee, Aug. 29. 

Claiming to have authority to hire 
men as advance agents for the ‘Ber- 
nard Shaw Players, Ine.’ of St. 
Louis, Carol Turner, alias Carl E. 
Roberts, 26, of Des Moines, Iowa, 
and Kermit Housh, alias Kermit 
Watson, of Murray, Iowa, were ar- 
rested here charge’ with attempt- 
ing to fleece Milwaukee jobless out 
of $10 each. 

Police say the prospects were 
asked to pay $10 as a bond pre- 
mium, the promoters agreeing to 
contribute an equal amount to the 
bonding company. In their rooms 
were found 1,000 contracts printed 
by a Milwaukee printer. 

A Milwaukee detective, posing as 
a would-be advance man, applied 
for the job. Investigation failed to 
show any ‘Bernard Shaw Players, 
Inc,’ in St. Louis. 


Stone’s Show Tonight 
Opens Receivers’ Try 
To Go Through Season 


First presentation this season by 
the receivership of the Shubert 
Theatre Corporation will be made 
tonight (Tuesday), when ‘Smiling 
Faces’ opens at the Shubert, New 
York. By producing the receivers 
hope to #etter the finances of the 
estate. If several outstanding suc- 
cesses are staged during the fall, 
there is a chance of the receiver- 
ship going through the season, oth- 
erwise the receivership would face 
liquidation. 

In the spring when the receivers 
sought and obtained permission of 
the court to continue the business, 
financing productions by disposing 
of receivers certificates to the 
amount of $300,000 to $400,000, it 
was set forth that forced sale at the 
time would net four cents on the 
dollar to the creditors. Some of the 
certificates have been sold, the iden- 
tity of the buyers not being dis- 
closed. Understood a concern new- 
ly incorporated by the Shuberts or 
their associates is buying the cer- 
tificates which are a first lien on 
the corporation’s assets. 

The receivers have had to spend 
little fresh money in ‘Smiling 
Faces’ (Fred and Dorothy Stone) 
because that musical was put on 
last season and kept on tour. Show 
did rather well in most stands, but 
it was rated doubtful for Broadway 
at that time. 

Three new season’s shows so far 
are owned entirely or in part by 
the receivers, the others. being 
‘Americana,’ a revue, and ‘Best 
Years,’ in which the corporation has 














a 50% interest, Elizabeth Meile 
owning the other half, It opens at 
the Bijou next week. ‘Americana’ 


was to have gone under the title of 
‘The Forgotten Man,’ but the orig- 
inal name will be retained. 

The ‘Passing Show,’ which is in 
rehearsal, is not a receivership at- 


traction, the Shuberts personally 
having it. Revue is a revised ver- 
sion of ‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny,’ but 


only portions of that show are re- 
tained, it is said. 





FRISCO GROUPS’ HOME 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 
Reginaid Travers has lined up 
most of the local little theatre 
,sroups for future productions at his 
showshop in the Fairmont Hotel 
where he will reopen Sept. 12 with 
his own bunch in ’Frisco’s first legit 

double bill. 
Travers will do ‘The Bells’ and 
‘Tonight We Rehearse.’ Other 
groups to follow are the Golden 
|Bough Players from neighboring 
jartist colony of Carmel, Lucille 
|Gordon Repertory Players, Eva 
Hackett Players, Theatre 
Inc., and Frederick Stuart 





Smith. 
Heretofore Community Playhouse 
as gotten most of these players. 





Concert Star for Stage 

Hallie Stiles, lyric soprano from 
concert, has been signed for the new 
Jerome Kern-Hammerstein operetta 
which reggy Fears and A. C. Blu- 
menthal will do. 

NBC Artists’ Bureau set 
Stiles in. hic 


Miss 


The United Booking Office, com- 
bination of out-of-town theatres 
owned or controlled by the Shu- 
berts and Erlangers, has still to 
solve house problems at _ several 
points. Its principle of eliminating 
opposed bookings by withholding 
attractions from all but a restricted 
list of theatres, has already aroused 
managers left out. 

The sore spot in the U.B.O. set-up 
is Philadelphia, where the Garrick 
has already grabbed some potential- 
ly good things in the way of book- 
ings. The house is owned by Sam- 
uel Nirdlinger and is regarded as 
one of Philly’s most advantageous 
legit spots. Feeling between Nird- 
linger and Erlangers is believed to 
have caused the Garrick to be left 
off the U.B.O. books. 

Pittsburgh Unsettled 

Pittsburgh is another controver- 
sial point with the same showmen 
figuring. U.B.O. was to have used 
the Nixon and shelved the Alvin, 
but the contracts issued to date call 
for ‘either the Alvin or the Nixon.’ 
Latter is controlled by Nirdinger. 
The house was under lease to Er- 
langers in association with Warners, 
the leasees having an option to buy 
the house. Warners are said to 
have paid Nirdlinger $100,000 for a 
release of all liability. The option 
to buy has expired and the contest 
appears to be over new leasing 
terms. 

In Chicago, where more legit the- 
atres have been left out of the 
U.B.O, than were selected, the sit- 
uation may be acute as the season 
progresses. Understood that two of 
the five houses selected (Selwyn and 
Harris) have not been signed up. 
Leasing arrangements were com- 
pleted, but attorneys for the Shu- 
bert receivership, which its con- 
cerned, are reported holding up the 
deal, The twin theatres reverted to 
the owners, the Selwyn interests 
and the Shuberts dropping about 
$400,000 each. When the Selwyns 
re-leased the houses, the Shuberts 
were declared in, 

U.B.O.’s Final Authority 

Booking matters in the U.B.O. 
are relegated to the chief bookers. 
Jules Murry and Augustus Pitou, ac- 
cording to whether a Shubert or an 
Erlanger house is booked. Deci- 
sions, however, are supposed to be 
made by Marcus Heiman, head of 
the U.B.O., but it is Indicated that 
either Lee Shubert or Judge Mit- 
chell Erlanger passes on Heiman’s 
rulings. 





Cleveland, Auge. 29. 


Fall legit season at Hanna, which 
will be U.B.O.’s local stand, will 
open Sept. 11 with road company of 
‘Of Thee I Sing.’ 

John Hale is succeeding Ansley 
Whittendale as manager. House is 
dropping its permanent pit band, 
formerly conducted by Louis Rich, 
using one only for musicals, 





Buffalo, Aug. 29. 


Legitimate season gets off to an 
early start Labor Day with the new 
Chicago Company of ‘Another Lan- 
guage’ opening at the Erlanger. The 
cast includes Thomas Powers, 
Frances Fuller, Enid Gray, Philip N. 
Faversham, son of William Faver- 
sham, 

Widespread interest in the book- 
ing due to tie-in with Amer‘can 
Theatre Society which has been so- 
liciting subscriptions under direc- 
tion Mrs. Pascal Franchot all sum- 
mer with about 1,000 paid up to 
date, 

Last week judgment was taken 
against C. B. Dillingham for more 
than $500,000. While he was co- 
endorser with Erlanger’s on notes 
totaling that sum, bank’s action is 
believed to be a move to clear the 
way to proceed against the Erlanger 
estate and Saul Baron, administra- 
tor. Dillingham has been financially 
embarrassed and lost possession of 


1 the Globe which he conducted for 25 


years. 





Pix to Road Shows 


Youngstown, O., Aug. 29. 

The Park, controlled by Feiber @ 
Shea, will again play road showa 
several of which have already beet 
booked, according to Joe Shagrin 
manager. 

House was recently reopened wit 
a policy of exclu: Fox pictures 
in Youngstown. First road show is 
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Oct. 17, Walter Hampden. 
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Coast Legit Prospects Are at Ebb 
With Only Two Plays So Far Set 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Outlook for fall legit season on 
coast is sour. So far, only two 
pieces are set for local showing. 
Two others are in prospect. Cur- 
rently but one legit is playing in 
town, ‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ co-op 
musical at the Music Box, Holly- 
wood. 

One of the pair set is Belasco & 
Curran’s ‘Cat and the Fiddle.’ Not 
decided whether it will play B. & 
C.’s Belasco or the Mayan, with ca- 
pacity of 600 more. Other than this, 

- these producers have nothing set for 
production. 
Duffy’s Revival 

Henry Duffy, whose El Capitan 

has been closed for four weeks, is 


rehearsing ‘AS Husbands Go,’ 
Rachel Crother’s comedy, with 
Pauline Frederick in lead. Play 


- originally was produced here last 
fall at the Biltmore, but folded after 
one week. It had a run in New 
York, howéver. Piece will open Sept. 
4. Other than this, Duffy’s plans 
for fall are indefinite. 

Only other producers’ talking 
about -getting something on local 
stage are Eddie Lambert, who is 
trying to frame second edition of 
his co-op, ‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ 
which ran eight weeks at the Music 
Box last spring, and Harold Berg 
with ‘Intermission.’ Lambert’s plans 
are still in the formative stage, with 
comic trying to corral vaude names 
vacationing here. 

The Mason, which has _ been 
_elosed for almost two years, will 
_ probably remain with glims doused. 
Mayan has nothing set. Carter the 
Great, magician, may come into the 
Hollywood Playhouse for two weeks 
prior to sailing for China. Outside 
of these, legit tide for Pacific slope 
_ is at low ebb. 


N. Haven Hotel May Run 
Dropped Shubert House 


New Haven, Aug. 29. 

Looks like New Haven may have 
a legit season after all. When the 
Shuberts passed up their lease on 
the Shubert, town’s only legit, it 
seemed theatre would be dark for 
coming season, 

Report: that owners of property 
will ‘handle it themselves. Theatre 
is owned by operators of adjacent 
Hotel Taft and indications are that 
management of the theatre will be 
taken over by J. C. Lavin, manag- 
ing director of the hotel. 

E. D. Eldridge, an uncle of the 
Shuberts and formerly in charge 
of local Shubert affairs, is reported 
set to handle bookings and actual 
operation of the theatre. 

Recent conferences between Lavin 
and stage local report a satisfactory 

agreement. 








Boasberg on ‘Ballyhoo’ 
Al Boasberg has been called in to 
rewrite the second act of ‘Ballyhoo.’ 
The Gensler-Anthony-Connolly- 
Patterson revue will stay out until 
ready before coming into the 44th 
St. 





WILL ROGERS says: 


“If any man does not believe in 
LIFE INSURANCE, just let him die 
once without it, and that will con- 
vince him.” 

LIFE: INSURANCE “represents” the 


only means by which the plans you 
have made can be completed. 





LIFE INSURANCE pays the greatest 
dividends in satisfaction and capital. 
Let us show. you how to provide an 
Income that would be non-shrink- 
able, non-fluctuating, payable to you 
each month, year after year, even 
though you should live to be a hun- 
dred years old. 


For further information write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 


Shubert Backing Name 
‘Clowns in Clover’ Cast 


Buy-in of the Shuberts caused 
another change of plan on Lew 
Leslie’s ‘Clowns in Clover,’ which 
goes into rehearsal next week and 
will open in Boston at the Shubert 
on the first lap of its out of town 
break-in. ‘Blackbirds’ is set back. 


| . > * 
St. Louis Civic Opera 3 

- Unlike the Chicago try with a 
Ends; Gross Under ’31| cheap cast, the Shuberts are in- 


, resting ively, permitting some 
St. Louis, Aug. 29. vesting extensively, Pp 6 


" ad important people for the cast. 
ccihe Fourteenth Municipal Opera | “Leslie says he has some surprise 


night (Sunday) with indications names lined up and he’s rehearsing 








Coast Teats Working at a Profit: 
List of Stock Spots Extended 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Four tent stock companies have 
weathered the summer hereabouts, 
and all coast stocks are reporting a 
better than even break for past 
few months. Local canvas troupes 
are the Signal Hill Players, David 
Torf’s company at Hawthorne, now 





means either the return of McCurd 
or the formation of a new compaer 
there. y 


Louis Stutz, La Jolla Picture 
house owner, is negotiating to put 
stock into the Savoy, San Diego, 
Show Shop, Glendale, may reopen 
with a stock policy. 





: them secretly, apart from the regu- 
that both receipts and attendance lar rehearsal, until the proper time. 
would be under last year. 


Business conditions are held re- m 
sponsible. Audiences showed a Backer of ‘Hat’ Quits 
a - 
When Suits Multiply 


trend toward lower priced seats 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29, 


with a marked falling off in reser- 
vations in the $1.50 and $2 sections. 
Lower priced seats and the free 
sections were filled at nearly all 
performances, 
‘ : ‘ Arthur Fischer, backer of ‘Hang 
It is not certain that deficit will Up Your Hat’ at the Music Box, de- 
clared himself out of the musical 
Tuesday (22), after a $1,405 Mu- 
nicipal court suit and wage claims | 
of $238 were filed against show. 


occur, as operating expenses were 
reduced over last year. No figures 
Paul Trebitsch’s. name topped the 
production. 


on either receipts or attendance will 
be announced until an official audit 

Suit was brought by 14 non-union 
musicians, who say they were re- 


is made. 
The closing production was a 
world premiere of ‘Cyrano de Ber- 
gerac.’ The adaptation was by 
placed by a union band one day be- 
fore they were to open. Wight cos- 
tumers sought wage claim hearing, 
which was continued to Aug. 30. 








Charles C. Locke. The music was 
by Samuel D. Pokrass, Russian com- 
posed. The other new pieces were 
‘The Honeymooners’ and ‘The Land 
of Smiles.’ It is understood here the 
Shuberts plan to produce all three 
in New York. 





Chi Subscriptions on 
Basis of Three Weeks | 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ with 
Ernest Truex, will relight the Er- 
langer Oct. 3 as the first attraction 
of the so-called ‘American Theatre 
League,’ merger of the Theatre 
Guild and Dramatic League. 

It precedes by three weeks ‘Re- 
union in Vienna.’ All attractions 
are destined for three weeks only 
under the contemplated policy. 


BACK TO THE LAND 
Thomaston, Conn., Aug. 29, 
Col. Felix R. Wendelschaefer, for 
more than 30 years manager of the 
old Providence, R. I., Opera House, 
which was demolished last year, has 
retired to his farm here. 
He is concentrating on making a 
table relish. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Literal case of too many cooks is the experience of a Coast group in 
an attempt to launch an operetta. 
On the eve of opening absence of funds for Equity bond for chorus 
resulted in temporary postponement, promoters figuring they could raise 
bankroll after few days. Instead, fact that there are nearly a dozen 
execs in the producing organization, all of whom want to be paid with 
the first money raised, has stopped several prospective angels. Con- 
ferences are held almost daily but none of the execs is willing to step 
aside, or lose the prospect of collecting some dough. 

Looks now as though the stager of the production will raise his own 
b.r. and, cooperating with the author, put the show on minus its original 
sponsors. Latter have had only amateur theatrical experience. 





Revising ‘Queen’ 
‘Exit the Queen,’ which Alexander 
McKaig tried out in Atlantic City 
was brought back for revision after 
being out one week. Beth Merrill 
starred, appears in the guise of 
Greta Garbo. 

Show is expected to reach the 
boards again in late autumn, 








FROM FILMS TO STOCK 
Alliance, O., Aug. 29. 
Stage shows due to return after 
Labor Day at the Columbia theatre, 
following an absence of several 
years. 
Columbia theatre wil! switch from 
films to dramatic stock. House being 
renovated backstage, but identity 
ef company not yet made known. 

















Earl Carroll’s importation of a raft of foreign actors for the new 
‘Vanities’ has provoked no little resentment among professionals, because 
so many American players are without engagements. However, it de- 
velops that instead of 14 specialty people there will be but seven and 
two of that group may be dropped. There will be a set of English girl 
hoofers but most of the chorus and principals are American. 

Something went wrong with Carroll's plans to import costumes worth 
$3,000. It is reported the duty raised the cost so high the costumes 
were shipped back. 





Claiming that ‘Crazy Quilt’ which Billy Rose roadshowed successfully 
with Phil Baker, Fannie Brice and Ted Healy, is an elaboration or 
‘second edition’ of ‘Sweet and Low,’ Benny Stein has retained Joseph 
P. Bickerton, Jr., to sue Rose for about $7,500 as an alleged cut of the 
profits. Stein was Rose’s general manager with ‘Sweet and Low’ but 
not with ‘Quilt.’ 

Rose denies ‘Quilt’ and ‘Low’ are the same shows and contends the 
latter was not a success and Stein has nothing due him, 

Stein, now general manager for Brown & Henderson's ‘Forward March,’ 
returned to Rose’s employ as g.m,. this summer, but was succeeded by 
Warren O'Hara. 





Three Selwyn theatres on 42d street are booked. The Selwyn will get 
‘Forward March,’ Brown and Henderson musical, in November. ‘Clear 
All Wires’, first called ‘Nine Day Wonder,’ will go into the Times 
Square. 

The Apollo is under lease to George White. Latter walked out on the 
agreement, which has three years to go, but is again slated to place his 
new ‘Scandales’ there. Understood White’s move was a gag to obtain 
lowered rent and that the Selwyns have about agreed to the hunch, 





Previous report of Judith Anderson and Helen Menken co-starring for 
Peggy Fears is wrong. Explanation is that Miss Anderson is not under 
contract to Miss Fears (Mrs. A. C. Blumenthal). 

Overtures for Miss Anderson to do ‘Madame Antonia’ for Miss Fears 
have been opened but there is nothing on paper as yet. Miss Menken 
will head the cast of ‘Saint Wench’ for the same producer, the title of | 
this piece to be changed. 





Possible there will be no connected story in the dramatization of Sher- 





in its fourth week; Murphy’s Come- 
dians at South Gate, and the Bob 
McKenzie tent in Culver City. 

Will Maylon put a stock policy in 
force at the Auditorium, Spokane, 
two weeks ago, and Dwight Frye, 
a favorite there, is assembling com- 
pany in Hollywood to take north as 
competition. 

British Guild Players will reopen 
at the Empress, Vancouver, B. C., 
this week with David Cylde head- 
ing’ company. 

Other Movements 

William McCurdy’s troupe is re- 
turning from Honolulu after play- 
ing 15 weeks at the Liberty, where 
they were originally booked for 
eight. Success of this enterprise 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 42) 


viously published as a serial. Mag wouldn’t give U a quit claim on the 
yarn, though U and Gibbons had agreed on terms. 

‘Liberty’ wanted a healthy cut which neither Gibbons nor Universal 
would pay. Result is that the entire deal is cold. 


Shubert Backed Revue 
Scouts Foreign Cast 


Emile Boreo is back again from 
Paris and London and is returning 
once more, his third trip since early 
July, to scout talent for a new 
Broadway intimate revue. It will be 
of an international character, with 
all-foreign people, including a Hun. 
garian gypsy orchestra from the 
Hungaria, London, and a flock of 
French and German talent. 

Will be labeled ‘Theatre of Mir. 
rors’ and is said to have Shubert 
backing. 














I. T. L. Strengholt, Metro head in Berlin, has given three M-G pictures 
to Deutsche Lichtspiel Syndicat, German Exhibitors Association, for 
general release in that country. Means the picture will get a showing in 
the 460 houses represented by the exhibs. 

It’s a new way of releasing pictures in Europe, exhibs grabbing because 
it cuts in their own organization rather than a regular distributing 
company. From Metro’s standpoint it has its good will angle. 





For ‘Movie Crazy’ Harold Lloyd for the first time used the services ofa 
recognized dramatist, Vincent Lawrence, in whipping the story and di- 
alog into shape. In previous pictures, Lloyd has relied on his crew of 
gag men. 

Lloyd, in handing out credit for the picture, gives a large share of it 
to Lawrence, though at the beginning of production he was against en- 
gaging a high-priced writer, 





‘Film lobbyists are being called back from vacations as the result of 
several states calling special sessions to consider emergency tax meas- 


‘ures this month, 


Indiana and Alabama are two of the states and, picture people are 
advised, there will probably be several more before the end of September. 

This winter governmental contacts for the business expect a legisla- 
tive season even heavier than the one just past. 





Harry VanHoven, press agent and promoter, brother of the late Frank 
oa has decided that being of the landed gentry has its draw- 
acks. 

For instance, there's the family farm out Nebraska way. He rented it 
for $400 a year to a man with eight kids and a breakaway car. What 
with drought conditions the well went dry, so instead of paying the rent 
the tenant sued VanHoven for $1,000. 

VanHoven won the case, but it cost $150 for the lawyer. 





They still talk about the featured player on the Coast who corralled 
$126,000 on her last two pictures principally because of delays. 

The main wait came on the second film while its star was making & 
personal appearance tour. Meanwhile, the lady in waiting had a contract 
which legally sent her into action on a prescribed date. So she just drew 
salary for 12 weeks and enjoyed herself. 





Fox eastern end gives plenty of credit to Truman Tally for having cut 
and edited ‘Congorilla’ into a feature. 

Office force picked up a couple of wrinkles whipping this footage into 
shape with two or three complete revisions necessary, the final print 
said to hold almost no resemblance to the picture as first screened in & 
projection room. Tally heads the Fox Movietone newsreel staff. 





Monday (29) witnessed one of the biggest turnouts of major company 
lawyers the Hays office has had in weeks. 

Session was devoted chiefly to discussing and preparing for pending 
litigation against distributors. 





The city of New York, having asked the leading theatre chains to 
avoid violations on house fronts, a practice become rampant of late. 
Broadway theatres are veering to minor gadgets to attract attention. 

Exploitation men are trying to figure new ways of getting motion 
into house fronts without chancing violations. 





Now in the cutting room, Columbia’s ‘Bitter Tea of General Yen’ to 
date has cost over $300,000, highest production cost of any feature om 
company’s program this year. 

‘Tampico,’ slated for production in October, also will be budgeted at 
around the same figure. Both pictures will go out on regular release. 





All Radio contract players have autographed photos which will be 
placed in Governor Roosevelt’s N. Y. presidential campaign headquar- 
ters. Some wished candidate luck, while others were non-committal. 

Arranged by Eddie Eckels, Radio advertising man on coast, who is 
chairman of stage and screen division of Hollywood Roosevelt committee. 





An average of two requests daily from fan magazine and chatter 








wood Anderson's ‘Winesburg, Ohio.’ Arthur Barton ig adapting the book | 
and Horace Liveright says he will produce it. 














soetiee 


‘Wineburg’ is a series of short stories laid in a small town. May end | 


ij} up as sort of a middle-west ‘Street Scene.’ i 


writers are being received by Paramount's publicity department for inter- 
views with, or stories about, George Raft. Requests are almost double 
those received on any other male player on the lot. 





A Baltimore grind house goes in for Barnuming in the following 


| manner: 


‘Merrily we GO TO HELL,’ while ‘Lady and Gent’ is playing under 
heavy banners of, ‘A Punch Drunk Pug and a Half-Wit Gun Moll.’ 
Hays lawyers are advising exhibitO#ma,in Pennsylvania that the sales 
tax of 17% adopted in that state last wegi does net pertai= *= boxoflices 
4 : 
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FLYING COLORS 


Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 

The new Max Gordon show which 
opened last week at the Forrest, 
after one night’s delay, is by no 
means as sure of immediate success 
as its three predecessors, ‘Three's 
a Crowd,’ ‘The Band Wagon’ and 
‘The Cat and the Fiddle.’ In fact, 
this new one is teetering on the 
edge that divides hit and flop. 

Undoubtedly ‘Flying Colors’ will 
suffer from that old bugaboo of 
comparison. The management has 
complained that the local notices 
put too much stress on the parallel 
between it and the other Gordon 
shows. That just shows the natural 
sequel which any successful pro- 
ducer must face. 

Present show has plenty of talent 
and plenty of possibilities, but it 
lacks the ‘class’ of the other Gordon 
pieces. Score is excellent and prin- 
cipals, as a whole, satisfactory, but 
show needs some one person like 
Hassard Short to whip it into shape, 
and also requires more imagination 
in the departments of dance and 
scenic design. Neither end shows 
much that is striking or extraordi- 
nary. 

Howard Dietz, while supplying 
some good ideas and some swell 
lyrics, doesn’t show to same advan- 
tage here that he did in ‘Band 
Wagon.’ Most of his sketches need 
restaging, and the whole show needs 
a more experienced hand in ar- 
rangement and pace and spotting. 

Arthur Schwartz has provided 
contagious tunes, particularly in 
‘Louisiana Hayride,’ ‘Rainy Day,’ 
‘Alone Together’ and ‘Shine on 
Your Shoes.’ Some of his numbers 
are marred by inadequate staging 
and arrangement, but there’s not a 
question but what the show has two 
or three smash potentialities in the 
matter of songs. 

Clifton Webb stands pre-eminent 
above not only the rest of the cast 
but above his material. He used to 
be a fine dancer; now he’s a crack- 
erjack comedian as well. In this 
show Webb has plenty of variety. 
In blackface he leads ‘Lousiana 
Hayride’; as a recitationist he does 
wonders by ‘Day After Day’; asa 
dancer he shines in both ‘Alone To- 
gether,’ and, even more, in ‘Valse 
Finaletto,’ a Viennese bit that is 
one of the show's highlights. 

Charlie Butterworth, one of the 
stage’s most distinctive comics, is 
first rate as far as his material goes. 
He is handicapped, however, and it's 
his own personality rather than his 
lines that put him over. Patsy 
Kelly doesn’t seem to quite belong 
in ‘Flying Colors.’ In several of the 
sketches, needing subtlety and shad- 
ing, she fails to click. 

Among the non-featured players, 
Jean Sargent, Philly gal, labors 
courageously under the handicap of 
bad staging. This torch singer, 
who played in ‘Face the Music,’ 
hasn’t a powerful voice, but instead 
of giving her footlight and intimate 
spots, the ‘Flying Colors’ manage- 
ment has buried her as far back on 
the stage as possible. Philip Loeb 
is admirable in his contributions to 
the sketches, and Helen Carrington, 
Jay Wilson, Imogene Coca and June 
Blossom (who does the waltz with 
Webb) are outstanding enough to 
deserve mention. The team of 
Buddy and Vilma Ebsen won first- 
night honors by their dancing. They 
were good, but it’s hard to see the 
reason for quite the enthusiasm that 
greeted them. 

Most of the sketches die a-bornin’ 
and most of the blackouts are fee- 
ble. Plenty of rewriting and a 
George S. Kaufman are needed to 
give them the proper emphasis. 
Two of the skits are of the macabre 
or horrific variety and won't be liked 
by many. 

Norman Bel-Geddes hasn't done 
himself proud with the scenes and 
lighting. Nothing striking and 
nothing particularly original is dis- 
closed. Same goes for the ensemble 
dances staBed by Agnes De Mille 
and Warren Leonard. The colored 
chorus hasn’t been utilized as it 
might have been and seems strange- 
ly lacking in spirit and zest. 

The opening, a la Georgie White, 
is good. ‘Two-Faced Woman,’ 
danced by Albertina Vitak, subbing 
for Tamara Geva, is disappointing. 
‘On the American Plan,’ a sketch, 
has funnv spots but fades at the 
end. ‘Mother Told Me So’ has cork- 
ing lyrics. ‘Day After Day’ is all 
Webb. ‘Service,’ another sketch, is 
so-so. ‘Shine on Your Shoes’ was 
badly staged. ‘Christmas Card’ is 
artistic but badly spotted. ‘Sister 
Act,’ with Butterworth and Webb 
and Loeb, is fair. ‘Farmer's Son’ 
flops at the end. ‘Bon Voyage,’ with 
a good tag, suffers because of Miss 
Kelly. ‘Alone Together’ is good. 
‘The Harvey Woofter Five Point 
Plan’ is another monolog for But- 
terworth on the order of his famous 
‘banquet’ speech in ‘Americana.’ 
‘Louisiana Hayride’ is a first-class 


finale not properly st°ged. 

Finaletto’ is a swell dance offering. | 
‘Fatal Fascination’ gives Butter- | 
worth and Kelly a good 

‘The Surgeon’s Debut’ is gruesome | 
but funny. ‘Break the Rhythm’ | 
lacks something. ‘The Triplets’ is 


an unfunny skit with 
and Coca. ‘Smoking Reefers’ is 








‘Valse | afore.’ 
chance. | called up cast 


| only to be let out 
Webb, Kelly | opening 
| handle score, 


fair. ‘A Rainy Day’ is a fine tune 
not quite as well brought out as it 
should be, and the finale is inter- 
esting if not strikingly new. 
Almost every number in ‘Flying 
Colors’ can be paralleled directly 
with numbers of ‘Three's a Crowd’ 
and ‘The Band Wagon,’ and in near- 
ly every case to the advantage of 
the original. That's going to hurt 
the present show wherever it goes. 
Chances are only fair for ‘Flying 
Colors.’ Waters, 


BEST YEARS 


Atlantic City, Aug. 24. 

An engrossing drama which turns 
the spotlight upon a common prob- 
lem, that of the selfish desire of a 
neurotic mother for the domination 
of her daughter, foisted in the name 
of love. Written by Raymond Van 
Sickle and produced by Elizabeth 
Meile at the Apollo here for the 
first time Monday évening (22). 

The three acts are natural, inter- 
esting and each closes upon tight 
drama. The dialog is uniformly 
competent, the people are real, the 
situations veraciously set out. Theme 
is treated in a spirit of good temper 
and sympathetic understanding, 
even when it is emphatic in its de- 
nunciations. Homely touches are 
the more amusing because they ring 
true. 

The scene is laid in a small Qhio 
town and the action passes in the 
living room of the Davis family. A 
self-centered, middle-aged widow 
manages to spend upon herself every 
cent that her older daughter, Cora, 
earns and to keep her from mar- 
riage so that she (the mother) may 
have the girl’s entire attention. The 
badgered and much imposed upon 
Cora is advised by the family phy- 
sician to take a firmer stand with 
her mother for her own good; and 
when a former suitor, a young en- 
gineer, returns to town, the girl de- 
termines she will begin to enjoy 
some of the things of life she has 
been forced to pass up. This pre- 
cipitates a tempestuous scene in 
which the mother worke herself 
into such a frenzy that she suffers 
a slight stroke. The prospective, 
long invalidism of the mother 
seems about to complete the ruin 
of Cora’s life when death steps in 
to free her. 

While Katherine Alexander, in the 
role of the sacrificing daughter, and 
Harvey Stephens, as her suitor, are 
featured, the whole company shares 
almost equally important parts. Jean 
Adair, as the mother; Mary Horne, 
as her plain, outspoken sister-in- 
law; Thomas Reynolds, as her deaf 
wooer; Marjorie Lytell, as the gay, 
irresponsible younger daughter! 
Fred Sherman, as a cheerful hus- 
band; Daniel Poole, as his father; 
Leona Powers, as the happily mar- 
ried friend of the Davis family, and 
Thomas Findlay, as the doctor, are 
excellently cast. 

The play has the advantage of 
some canny direction by Priestly 
Morrison. Weintraub. 


HANG UP YOUR HAT 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


Musical comedy in one scene and two 
acts presented by Paul M. Trebitsch at the 
Music Box, Hollywoo!, Aug. 17. Book by 
V. Valentine and Paul M. Trebitsch. Music 
by Edward Ward. Lyrics by Bernie Gross- 
man and Dave Silverstein. Dances by Ed- 
die Prinze. Staged by Paul M. Trebitsch. 
$1.50 top. 


Edgar Hemingway......... Richard Sumner 
ON rere Occccccccers Renee Marvelle 
Dorothy Gale..... eoccecees-- Eleanor Hunt 
COR BPOsensnccsecean eeeeesDoris McMahon 
Vernon Hemingway...e.e...-Bruce Colman 
General Ribiero...... seveecceres Jose Rubio 
Tommy Ryan..... pebeeetes cas Dick French 
Mrs. Hemingway...e......lsobelle La Mal 
Henry Baxter....... eocecers Eddie Chandler 
ae” Se Phil Hanna 
Be s'6 a v6kd4 0 04 649088 5058 Lucille Browne 





Originally produced as farce com- 
edy in east, ‘Hang Up Your Hat’ 
had lyrics added to serve as Paul M. 
Trebitsch’s initial production here. 
In the east ft never got past a 


break-in. Here it probably will do 
no better. 

Amateurishly written, directed 
and cast, it is neither better nor 


worse than most in and out coast 
productions—turkeys at best. Out- 
standing features of show are Ber- 
nie Grossman's lyrics, and chorus 
work of the 16 line girls. Music is 
uninspired and lacks originality. 

Story is hackneyed situation of 
two girls who, to eliminate unwel- 
comed suitors, tell the lads they are 
married. An uncle visits the girls, 
meets the lovers, and hears that his 
nieces are married. What plot there 
is results fromthe girls’ attempt 
to extricate themselves from their 
own dilemma. 

Minus sufficient material to make 
a two-hour show, producer has 
thrown in extraneous characters 
who run on and off the stage, gum- 
ming up the proceedings. 

With the exception of Doris Mc- 
Mahon and Miss La Mal, cast works 
like the Oswego high school group, 
giving its first performance of ‘Pin- 
Direction could have helped. 

Production got away to a bad}! 
start due to insufficient cash. Equity 
members, who later | 
waived bond. Non-union — stage | 
hands and musicians were engaged, 
five days before | 
orchestra could notl 
Tnion crew and mu- 
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Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Humpty Dunipty’ (Schwab 
& De Sylva) Fulton. 

‘Lilly Turner’ (Abbott & 
Dunning) 49th Street. 

‘Nona’ (Peggy Fears) Van- 
derbilt. 


(Shumlin) 


‘Clear All Wires’ 
Times Square. 

‘The Stork Is 
Woods) Apollo. 

‘Passing Show’ 
Shubert. 

‘Americana’ (Shuberts) Bijou. 

‘Black Water’ (Eari Carroll) 
Manhattan. 

‘Of Thee | Sing’ (road) (Sam 
H. Harris) Music Box. 
¥ ‘Manhattan Medley’ (L. Law- 
rence Weber) Longacre. 

‘Vanities’ (Carroll) 
way. 

‘The Budget’ (Ford & Askin) 
Hudson. 

‘The Good Earth’ 
Guild) Guild. 

‘Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head’ (Weber & Hammerstein) 
Broadhurst. 

‘Laugh Parade’ (Ed Wynn) 
Imperial. 

‘Here Today, “Another Lan- 
guage’ (road) and ‘Ballyhoo of 
1932’ (second tryout) opening 
this week. 


FIDDLE, $16,000 
GETS EXTRA 
FRISCO WK 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

Reopening of Alcazar with local 
mystery play, ‘G-2,’ brings Frisco’s 
legit offerings up to two, with ‘Cat 
and the Fiddle’ stil clicking merrily 
away in its fifth week at the Curran. 

Unable to get satisfactory union 
deals on shows, Henry Duffy has 
temporarily bowed out of the Alcazar 
and his former manager, Emil Bon- 
deson, is operating house. Piece 
‘G-2’ written by a former army 
officer, resident here, and except for 
week in Oakland and one in Sacra- 
mento hasn’t been done before. 
House has top of 75 cents. 

‘Cat and Fiddle’ was due to close 
after fourth week but has held up 
so well Belasco & Curran keeping 
it here this fifth stanza before cart- 
ing it off to Los Angeles. Fourth 
week's $16,000 as good as money of 
previous weeks. 

Geary still dark. Columbia too. 
Another former Duffy house, Presi- 
dent, getting the paint brush and 
carpenter’s hammer in preparation 
for a Sept. 15 opening by Sam Har- 
ris with a tab show. 


Engagements 


Catherine Doucet, ‘Love Life of a 
Tiffy.’ 

Harry Shannon, Doris Groday, 
Oscar Raglund, ‘Humpty Dumpty.’ 

Mark Smith, Nana Bryant, Ninon 
Bunyea, Ethel Norris, Phyllis Hol- 
den, Eve Farrell, ‘The Stork.’ 

Herbert Warren, Anthony Blair, 
George Gilday, Bertram Millar, 
‘Black Water.’ 

Hugh Cameron, 


Dead’ (A. H. 


(Shuberts) 


Broad- 


(Theatre 

















‘Ballyhoo of 


1932.’ : 
Helen Lowell, Minnie Dupree, 
Gloria Holden, William Corbett, 


‘Manhattan Medley.’ 

Henry Hull, Frieda Inescourt, 
Cynthia Rogers, Eric Blore, ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ (road). 


| 





‘CYNARA’ STARTS BIG 
AS CHI’S SOLE LEGIT 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Chicago became a cog in the legit 
machinery again last Thursday (25) 
when the Shuberts opened ‘Cynara’ 
in the air-cooled Grang Opera 
House. Thereby ended a seven- 
week period during which the coun- 
try’s second argest city was without 
a single legit attraction. 
‘Cynara’ received excellent notices 
and started off fairly well. First 
four days got around $7,000. 


ONE L, A, SHOW 
BUST AT $1,200 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Only one legit attraction playing 
here currently, ‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ 
co-op musical at the Music Box. 
On its first full week it struggled 
along to slightly over one grand, 
about enough to pay the musicians, 
stage hands and chorus, with little 
left over to take care of the prin- 
cipals and business staff, all in on 
percentage. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ Music Box 
(2d week) (M-965-$1.50). Not much 
chance of this one hanging on. First 
full week got $1,200. 


Future Plays 


‘The Party,’ by Dawn Powell, 
which Robert V. Newman was orig- 
inally slated to present, will be done 
by the Theatre. Group. The Shu- 
berts will back show spotted in 
Maxine Elliott’s theatre. House is 
not a Shubert receivership property 
and the attraction will be one of 
the Shuberts’ personal ventures, 


‘Compromise’ will be the first 
production of the newly formed 
Gotham Productions. Comedy from 
the French of Pierre Germaine, 
adapted by August A. Williams. 


‘Beyond the Night,’ drama by 
Saxon King, to be produced by 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble, who is 
tired of Hollywood. In association 
with Max Chopnick. 


‘Disappearing Men,’ by Samuel J. 
Park, will be sponsored by Farl 
Carroll in association with Roy 
Walling. The two have produced 
in partnership before. : 


‘Early to Bed’ will be brought to 
Broadway on the strength of its 
showing at Provincetown last 
month. 























‘Damn Deborah,’ Colonial play by 
W. C. Roberts, will. be tried by 
George L. Miller. 


‘Both Your Houses,’ by Maxwell 
Anderson, for fall production by Jed 
Harris. 

‘Who'll Take Papa’ will be done 
by Raymond Moore, of the Cape 
Cod players. Comedy by Harriet 
A. Paul. 








Flying Colors Starts Philly Year 
With Bang, Tapers to $18,000 Week 





Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 


Philly's legit season got under 
way last week, but several factors 
combined to hurt a couple of days 
after the opening. 

‘Flying Colors,’ new Max Gordon 
show, was postponed from Monday 
to Tuesday night at the Forrest. 
Delay undoubtedly hurt, and result- 
ant notices hurt more. 
went clean, as was expected, but a 
sharp decline set in directly. Wed- 
nesday matinee beat $2,300 and re- 





sicians came back again after bond 
was posted. 

Chorus gets a salary, but princi- 
pals are on percentage, as is the 
business staff, including the p.a. In 
a 900-seat house at $1.50 top. Open- 
ing night box office deluged with 
people paying war tax on Oakleys. 


Call. 


First night | 
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vue hit close to $18,000 in seven per- 
| formances, but interest lagged after 
start. 

‘Hollywood opening’ proved a 
great success, with Ella Waters as 
| mistress of ceremonies at the mike. 
Station WIP had the assignment 
}and Philly fell for the stunt hard, 
| especially with plenty of celebs over 
from New York. 

Next opening, now listed, is Sept. 
12, when two shows bow in—‘Nona,’ 
| Peggy Fears’ offering with onare | 
| Ulric, at the Garrick (indie) and 





| ‘Americana’ (Shubert revue), at the 
Forrest. On the 19th ‘The Good 
Earth,’ first subscription offering of 
; the new American Theatre Society 
(combine of Guild and Shubert 
groups) makes start at Chestnut. 
tumors around town have Shu- 
bert, Locust, Erlanger (to be re- 
named), Broad and Walnut active | 
this fall, in addition to Forrest 
, Chestnut and Garrick, already set. 
r . amas a 
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Season Slow Getting in Motion, 
New Musicals at $3.85 and $4.40 


Admission prices on Broadway 
for the new season, which is just 
as slow getting started as was an- 
ticipated, are unsettled. Looks cer- 
tain that no show will attempt a 
$5.50 top, but, while there is a 
downward trend, the scales thus far 
decided on are jumbled. 

It was expected that the several 
oncoming musicals would be $3.30 
top, but the several managements 
have boosted the scales, figuring 
they cannot turn a profit otherwise. 
‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ will be $3.85, while 
‘Flying Colors’ will be $4.40 top. 
First musical to arrive is ‘Smiling 
Faces,’ opening tonight at the Shu- 
bert at $3.30 top. Prices for straight 
shows will await the trend of busi- 
ness. One, however, has announced 
a $2.20 top, it being ‘Black Water,’ 
going into a larga capacity theatre 
(Manhattan). 

Two cancellations this week left 
but one premiere and there are but 
seven shows playing. Next week 
(Labor Day) there were six new 
shows due, but another brace were 
yanked. ‘Folies Bergere’ suddenly 
folded in Newark, while the pre- 
miere of ‘Flying Colors’ was set 
back te Sept. 13, the revue remain- 
ing 2 third week in Phila. 

Next week’s openings: ‘Here To- 
day,’ Barrymore; ‘Ballyhoo,’ 44th 
Street; ‘Man \Vho Reclaimed His 
Head,’ Broadhurst, and ‘Best Years,’ 
Bijou. 

Heavy rain Saturday evening 
nicked the box offices as much as 
$1,000 on the night performance. 

Estimates for This Week 


‘Another Language,’ Booth (19th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Best of cur- 
rent comedies and _ should last 
against incoming field; business last 
week bettered $9,000. 

‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (14th week) 
(C-1,043-$3.30). Approximated $4,- 
000 lately; that appears sufficient 
at this time; cast on percentage. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (47th 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Due for road 





iD «my 


after another three weeks; cast on 
percentage; up to $12,000 last two 
weeks. 

‘Of Thee |! Sing,’ Music Box (36th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Holds to ex- 
cellent pace with over $26,000 again. 

‘Satan,’ Forrest. Colored drama 


again postponed and opening 
scratched. 

‘Smiling Faces,’ Shubert .(1st 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Presented 


by the Shubert receivershin; toured 

last season, starring Fred Stone; 
epens tonight. 4 
Other Attractions 

‘Show Boat,’ Casino (Carroll); re- 

vival still commands excellent trade 


at $27,000; indicative of road 
chances. . j 
‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldorf; re- 


vival, 


World’s Fair Take 


(Continued from page 1) 


enter and is composed in part of 
historical documents and memen- 
toes of the type exhibited gratis at 
the Chicago Historical Society. It 
was drawing little or no trade al- 
though several of the other attrac- 
tions were crowded with out-of- 
town gawks. 

Alligator Farm is running with a 
regular sideshow spieler who gave 
an ‘absolute guarantee’ that the 
show was about to begin in three 
minutes and was saying the same 
thing 15 minutes later. 

Most expensive was the midget 
blimp tied by rope and pulley. It 
costs 55 cents per head to have the 
rope released 200 feet. 

Nucleus of the midway includes 
a rifle range and baseball-throw 
African Dip not itemized in the 
‘budget above. Four rides, inferior 
to those in White City and River- 
view Park are the cheapest con- 
cessions, 10 cents. And few takers. 
Work on the various large build- 
ings is progressing rapidly and the 
fair seems to be well up to schedule. 
Architecture is modernistic, which 
means crazy, throughout. Bigness 
rather than beauty seems the likely 
result. 

Theatrical archives indicate that 
the 1893 World's Fair was no help 
to the legitimate theatre and in view 
of the high cost of exposition-going 
it seems probable that the bulk of 
the visitors will have all of their 








| by the 


money, as well as time, consumed 
fair with little left for the 
loop. 





Book cn Midgets 

Burnett Hershey, Warner Bros, 
film writer, is doing a book with 
Walter Boden, night city editor of 
the New York ‘Post,’ to be titled 
‘It’s a Small World.’ Book is all 
about midgets. 

Simon and Schuster will publish, 
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FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 


“VYARIETY’S” PARIS REPRESENT 
Cable Address: VARINEWS, PARIS, 


ATIVE, 55 Rac Notices 
Marecadot 72-04 7 





—————_ - 








—~—— 











Heat Melts London, Only ‘Evensong, 
$10,000, Capacity, Out of 16 Shows 


+ 





London, Aug. 19. 


The heat wave, which is the worst 
in years for persistency, is creating 
reco. d dullness for West End the- 
atres. 

Of 44 houses, only 16 are playing 
legit shows, with a few devoted to 
continuous variety and revue. But, 
despite the fewness of productions, 
only one out of the 16 is playing 
to capacity, and this is a straight 

lay. 
: Mcanwhile dog racing tracks are 
reaping a harvest, and even summer 
resorts have temporarily stopped 
their annual ruin moan. 

Estimates Week Starting Aug. 15 

Alcwych — ‘Dirty Work’ termi- 
nates seven-month run Aug. 27, to 
around $3,500, pretty low, but little 
loss. This below average run of 
farces at this theatre. New play, 
‘Fifty-Fifty,, adapted by H. F, 
Malt»y from the French of Louis 
Vern2uil and Georges Beer, due 
early September. Cast will include 
newcomers in Maidie Hope and 
Morris Harvey, 

Coliseum—‘Casanova’ never really 
got started, and has not recovered 
from the various cast changes, and 
despite cast of 286 being reduced by 
40, overhead is still around $16,000. 
Management hopeful end of heat 
wave will see revival, 


Criterion—Musical Chairs’ clos- 
ing end of Aug. to good five months’ 
run, with tragic death of author; 
having stimulated recent business. 
Show has not made big money, due 
to the smallness of theatre, but is 
still rated as the best thing this 
house has had in years. ‘Richard 
of Lordeaux’ follows early in Sep- 
tem er, 

‘Drury Lane,—‘Cavalcade’ linger- 
ing around the $14,000 mark, which 
means losing. Management trying 
to get attraction to follow, and 
thus far have turned down two mu- 
sical shows, one by Harbach and 
Romberg and one by Jerome Kern, 
Understood negotiations pending for 
German musical, ‘Silken Venus’ 
wiih Louis Dreyfus on the Conti- 
nent on the look out. 


Hippodrome—‘Out of the Bottle’ 
linzering along to losses, which 
some weeks amount to $2,000, but 
never less than $1,000. Management 
looking for new attraction, and even 
negotiating for continuous revue. 


His Majesty’s—‘The Dubarry’ do- 
fing cround $8,000, which is not good, 
and Stanley Scott now in Germany 
to make arrangement with Emil 
Jano ings to come over. 

Lyric—Dangerous Corner’ started 
at a loss, but has now definitely 
turned the corner, at around $3,500, 
Which is slight profit. 

New—Twelfth Night’ revival in 
modern setting, doing around $3,500, 
which is profitable, due to small 
overhead, Closing September, with 
Bernard Shaw’s latest ‘Too True to 
Be Good’ replacing. But manage- 
ment not allowed to make this an- 
nouncement as Sydney Carroll feels 
it will hurt his business. 

Palace—‘Cat and the Fiddle’ has 
been consistent money maker since 
opening, but suffering under the 
heat, now around $8,000. 

Qseen’s—‘Evensong,’ season's real 
smavsh, ~laying to capacity, around 
$10,000 and figured as even greater 
hit than ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street,’ which ran over year. 

Royalty—While Parents Sleep’ 
stili yielding profit after 250 per- 
fo:mances, and even at around 
$3,000 can keep out of the red. 

St. James’—‘Behold We Live’ off 
to bad press, and looks like Gert- 
rude Lawrence is again faced with 
a task, but her name coupled with 
Sir Gerald du Maurier’s should 
dvaw for a while. 

Saville—Tell Her the Truth’ 
started as smash, but for present 
down to around $7,000, which about 
even break. Pretty sure to improve 
with favorable weather. 

Savoy—Archie de Bear's ‘Savoy 
Foilies’ doing around $5,000, which 
profitable. due to show on sharing 
terms, cast taking cut to tide over. 

Shaftesbury—‘Orders Are Orders’ 
just opened in midst of heat wave, 
and despite press is doing only mod- 
erately. Management not perturbed, 
figuring piece will make money as 
soon as weather breaks, 

Whitehall—The Gay Adventure’ 
reaching the end, and definitely 
closing Sept. 3, with Walter Hackett 
busy on new show. 


Sydney Legit Season 





Has Failures Early 


Sydney, Aug. 1. 

Two recent failures were ‘The 
Good Fairy’ and ‘Happy and Glo- 
rivus’ offered by Gabriel Toyne. 

in the picture field, too, failures 
have been rather prevalent. ‘Pas- 
Stonate Plumber’ and ‘Symphony of 
“tx Millions’ failed to draw and 
were both off after one weck. ‘Ar- 


sene Lupin’ weakened after two 
weeks. However, ‘Man Who Played 
God,’ ‘One Hour With You’ ‘The 


Lost Squadron’ and ‘Emnic 
all had remarkable business, 





| CAPACITY AT $20 TOP 


Lily Pons and Molly Picon Score in 
Buenos Aires 








Buenos Aires, Aug. 20. 

Lily Pons greatest attraction seen 
here. 

Her final concert at Colon Opera 
House saw every seat taken, 1,000 
standing, and 200 extra seats on 
stage. Seats at $20 top. 

Lena Swindon, jilted dancer, com- 
mitted suicide. Did sister act. Came 
from England two years ago, got 
tangled with Argentine. Blew brains 
out. 

Molly Picon, who came for six 
weeks, now in her fifth month and 


BUCHANAN ON B’WAY 


London Says Show Has New Ams- 
terdam, N. Y. Thinks Otherwise 


ennene 
London, Aug. 29. 

Jack Buchanan is set to open in 
New York in a new Gershwin musi- 
cal at the New Amsterdam theatre 
on Nov. 14. Same night his pic- 
ture, ‘Yes, Mr. Brown,’ will be given 
a Broadway presentation. 








Buchanan is set for the Aarons 
& Freedley musical with Gershwin 
score planned for about the middle 
of November. No theatre has been 
set, there being at least two other 
candidates for the New Amsterdam, 
Peggy Fears’ Kern-Hammerstein 
musical and the Billy Rose show. 
‘Yes, Mr. Brown’ (British & Do- 
minion) has not yet been looked 
over in New York, though United 
Artists owns the rights. 

A previous Buchanan film, ‘Mazic 





still big. 
In Yiddish comedy at Excelsior. 


Night’ (B. & D.) is due for the Riv- 
oli about the end of September. 





—_—— 


London Show World 





London, Aug. 20. 
Joe Termini at the Palladium 
week of Aug. 15 was allotted 10 
minutes. His full act, minus en- 
cores, consumes 16 mins. It com- 
pelled Joe to jump into his comedy 
immediately. He stopped the show. 
Jack McLallan, Sarah and Tony, 
another return from last year, were 
welcomed back. 
Perennial ‘Mawruse’ 
Looks like the West Knd is in for 
a ‘Potash & Permutter’ revival 
shortly. 
Edward Laurillard has practically 
settled to stage ‘Business With 
America,’ and has been cabling to 
Gus Yorke and Robert Leonard to 
play tha leads. 
Joe Hayman, of Hayman and 
Frankiyn, is now getting a bankroll 
to do ‘Potash & Perlmutter Detec- 
tives,’ to take to the road and 
eventually likely to be staged in 
London. 
Too Much for Apolion 

Dave Apollon, booked at the Lon- 
don Pavilion for four weeks, asked 
John Southern to release him after 
the third week, as the four shows 
daily, which meant a continuous 12 
hours, was beginning to tell on him. 
Southern realized it was undermin- 
ing Dave's health and released him. 
Apolion goes to the south of France 
for a week to recuperate, and then 
begins dates for Gaumont-British 
picture houses and the Paramount- 
Astorias. 

Apolion has promised Southern he 
will return to the Pavilion for an- 
other fortnight later. 








Troupe for Orient 
Cecil Davis over here lining up 
talent for tour to the Far East, com- 
prising Egypt, India, Kenya, East- 
ern Africa, Rhodesia and South 
Afriea. Tour last 32 weeks, mostly 
weckly stands. 





Play for Yvonne Arnaud 
Yvonne Arnaud, now fully recov- 
ered frcm serious illness which has 
kept her away from the stage for 
nine months, returns in September 
in a new comedy at the Globe called 
‘Will You Love Me Always?’ 


Two U. S. Acts Score 
Two acts from America scored 
sensational hits at the Palladium 
Aug. 8. Wilson, Keppel and Betty, 
and Dixon and ‘Pal,’ called the best 
seal act seen here, 








Gaumont Trims Sai! 

Plenty of shuffling going on at 
Gaumont British. First to go is 
likely to be Ideal Film Renters, 
G. B. subsidiary in charge of Sam 
Rowson. Ideal was bought into 
Gaumont British when the Ostrers 
too’ charge as sole distributors of 
‘Mickey Mouse.’ Now that Mickey 
is 1andled by United Artists there 
is nothing left for Ideal. 

W & F Film Distributors, an- 
other G. B. subsidiary, looks like 
before long Gaumont British will 
have one distributing concern, the 
Geumont Films. 





- RKO Importations 

RKO has lined up the following 
acts for America: Skarlett’s Chim- 
panzees, Dolinoff and Raya Sisters, 
Claudia Alba, Giovanni, Walter and 
Paul Maningo, George: Campo, Ike 
Freedman, Gracie Schenck and Co., 
Mady and Co., Fransky, Mara Ma- 
rionettes, Kirkwhite and Addison, 
Cairolo Porto and Parlette, Three 








Wiere Brothers and Harold and Lo. 
All booked by W. W. Passpart. 


‘Hay Fever Revival 
‘Hay Fever’ is being revived in 
the West End some time in Novem- 
ber, with Constance Collier in the 
role created by Marie Tempest. 





Hip Taps Tube 
With the reconstruction of the 





have |square, the lounge at the Hippo- 


underground railway at Leicester 


rebuilt an exit from the theatre di- 
rect into the station will be pro- 
vided. 





State of the Empire 
Man actually seated in the Em- 
pire picture house the other night 
during the sweltering heat without 
his coat, 

—_—-—— 
Waiting at Gretna Green 
Tex McLeod and Marjorie Tillor 

tried to get married at Gretna 
Green, Scotland, and were informed 
they must be resident 21 days. 


Hackett’s New Play 
Walter Hackett’s ‘The Cay Ad- 
venture’ will end at the Whitehall 
Sept. 3. The author has written a 
new play for his theatre. It will 
open about the middle of next 
month. 





—_—— 
Stage-Screen Coincidence 

Amalgamated Films Association, 
indie, in conjunction with AAFA, 
producing Franz Lehar’s musical, 
‘Happy-Go-Lucky,’ with Marta 
Egerth, George K. Arthur, Owen 
Nares, O. B. Clarence, Gibb Mc- 
Laughlin, Wendy Barrie, Alice Jef- 
fries, Robert Hale. 

It is a coincidence that George K. 
Arthur was in the film version of 
‘Kipps,’ while O. B. Clarence was 
in the stage version. Also that 
Robert Hale played Madam Lucy in 
the stage ‘Irene’ at the Empire in 
1919, while Arthur played the same 
tole in film version. 
eee eee 


Australia 
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(Continued from pajse 17) 
Hoyts with ‘Trial of Vivienne Ware,’ 
radio plug assisting. 

‘Lost Squadron’ (film) stayed two 
weeks at the State and ‘This Is the 
Night’ is a winner for the Car- 
rolls. Stage show bid added draw. 
Set for about four weeks. 





*n Melbourne 
In Melbourne W-T opera is draw- 
ing well. Dame Sybil Thorndike 
playing ‘Madame Plays Nap’ for 
same managemen’. 
Jack Russell and his American 
revue op2ned nicely. 





Pass on New Tax 

The Motion Picture Exhibitors’ 
association In Melbourne has de- 
cided that the new Victorian amuse- 
ment tax, which comes into opera- 
tion this week must be passed on to 
the public, 

New tax will operate on admis- 
sions from 8 cents and up to 25 
cents. This means an extra tax of 
2 cents on every ticket sold from 
8 to 25 cents. 

Between 25 and 50 cents there is 
no further increase, but on dollar 
tickeis extra tax imposes a burden 
of 4 cents with 8 cents’ charge on $2 
seats. This tax is added to the 
present amusement tax that has 
been in operation for some years, 


W.-T. Productions 

Williamson-Tait announce Theo 
Sholl, Viennese, has been engazed 
to appear in ‘Autumn Crocus.’ S:.me 
firm will also produce ‘Dr. Pygma- 
lion’ and ‘Hold My Hand’ from the 
Londo:. Gaiety. Madge Elliott and 
Cyril Richards will have the lea 1s. 

Pack Russell will open with his 
revue company at the Tivoli, Mel- 
bourne for Frank Neil. The Fullers 
say they are not interested in the 
— Russell hails from Amer- 
ca. 

Greater Union will turn, State, 
Sydney, into a weekly change house. 
Policy has been chopped and 
changed many times. 

Hoyts evidently expect big things 
with ‘The Trial of Vivienne Ware.’ 
They are starting their day sessions 
at 9 a.m. Story was put over the 





New London Season Opens Dull 
With Sad Revue and Weak Comedy 








Europe’s Beacon 


Word has reached New York 
that the diamond market in 
Antwerp has picked up consid- 
erably in the past few weeks. 

That's the best indication, 
from a European standpoint, 
that general business condi- 
tions are on the upgrade. 




















BREACH OF CONTRACT 
CLAIM VS. U. S. STAR 


Paris, Aug. 29. 


Difficulties have arisen over Jean- 
nette MacDonald’s last year's 
promise to come over this October 
for a legit appearance here. She 
was to do a revival of ‘The Merry 
Widow’ at the Trianon-Lyrique, 
with that understood now cancelled 
by the press of picture work in 
Hollywood. 

Theatre management has threat- 
ened suit against Miss MacDonald, 
Paramount, and Bob Ritchie, her 
business manager. 


News of the Daihies 


{Continued from page 39) 
Exposition wanted to keep all the 
sheckels in town for themselves, a 
judge ruled. Consequently, Ring- 
ling show plays the Nebraska 
metropolis today (29). 














Mrs. Esther Lowe, 35, shot and 
killed her business partner, Clarence 
Crosby. They owned a roadhouse 
near Joliet, lll. Self-defense was 
given as the motive. 





Phyliss Chapman, 20, got pinched 
for being in the society of a bandit. 
Phyliss met Fred Sparks, also 20, 
at the Centre and Howe night club, 
Chicago. A gas station attendant 
recognized Sparks as a holdup gent, 
called the cops, and the cafe girl 
was lodged in the hoosegow over 
night. 





Lucius Barnett got off with $300 
in fines on several misdemeanor 
charges growing out of his now re- 
gretted efforts to make a nest egg 
from publishing the love letters of 
Bill Jurges, Cubs shortstop, to Vir- 
ginia Valli, Jurges’ front-page 
shooting sweetheart. 

Further charges will be tried 
Sept. 7. 





Henry J. Millstone, Chicago plas- 
tic surgeon known in show busi- 
ness, was divorced. He beat and 
kicked }- on occasions and places 
pes numerous to mention, said the 
wife. 





Visiting San Francisco lady had 
her purse containing $20 and a new 
dental plate stolen at the Chicago 
theatre. 

Two Richmond, Ind. persons are 
dead of injuries from an accident. 
Buddy Rogers’ limousine igs in- 
volved. 

et ae 

Herman Fisher, film engineer, was 
exonerated of a reckless driving 
charge in Chicago. Other party re- 
fused to prosecute, 





Gladys Kasak, 11, known in Chi- 
cago radioland as the ‘Sunshine 
Girl,’ died en route to a hospital for 
an emergency operation. She had 
sung Bohemian and German folk 
songs for five years, 


Canada Indies 


(Continued from page 17) 


time, the independent theatra own- 
ers swear they will play suitable 
British pictures without compul- 
sion, and, in this, they emphasize, 
they are guided by patriotic mo- 
tives, The new tax has them wor- 
ried, however, and they point out 
that Canadians, and no others, will 
feel the brunt of the so-called spe- 
cial levy. The latter will not keep 
out a single American film and it 
won't bring in any more British 
films than usual while it will only 
make it that much more difficult to 
do business. The chains can pay 
any tax that comes along, the in- 
dies say, but there is a limit to the 
resources of the nabe_ theatre 
operator. 














drome will be demolished, and when 


radio network a week ago. 


Word has already been received 


London, Aug. 29, 

New season finally got under way 
here, though nothing especially out. 
standing among the first few plays, 

‘Tomorrow Will be Friday’ at the 
Haymarket is a cleverly written 
comedy lacking sufficient plot to 
mean much. Even Marie Tempest's 
work and name won't sustain it 
long. 

‘Paris in London’ at the Comedy 
is an apalling revue starring Arthur 
Baskcomb, It’s even below the usual 
provincial standards and hopeless 
for the West End. Lucky if it sticks 
a week. 





Critics Tax Free 





(Continued from page 1) 


result of the inquiry of Elbert Sey. 
erance of the Chanin theatres who 
wrote the commissioner as to vari- 
ous phases of the law. In particu. 
lar the matter of free admissions 
was gone into, with the verification 
that all such are taxable, with the 
exception of the press. Under the 
date of Aug. 19 R. M. Estes, Depu- 
ty Commissioner, ruled: 


‘Where newspaper reporters, dra-« 
matic critics, radio announcers are 
admitted free for the purpose of 
performing special duties in connec- 
tion with the entertainment, and 
those special duties are the sole rea-« 
son for their presence at the event 
and for the free admission thereto, 
such admissions are not subject to 
tax.’ 

Yet the last paragraph in the first 
article in ‘Regulations 43’ of the 
Treasury Department reads: ‘News- 
paper reporters, photographers, 
telegraphers, radio announcers, etc., 
are not exempt from paying a-tax 
equivalent to that paid by others 
for the same or similar accommoda- 
tions, even though admitted free or 
at reduced rates, unless they qualify 
as bona fide employees of the man« 
agement of the place.’ 


Recently several theatre manage- 
ments announced that they would 
assume the tax for critics’ tickets 
and money has been put aside for 
such tickets. In the case of legit 
theatres, the attraction would have 
paid the larger share of that tax, 
getting the major share of the re- 
ceipts. As for fight reporters, the 
promoters have assumed the tax for 
‘working press’ tickets. Same is 
understood to have applied to base<- 
ball parks as regards sports writers 
admitted to the press box. 

Picture reviewers, however, have 
paid the tax in all houses where 
the price exceeds 41 cents. Publica- 
tions have refunded the tax to the 
film critics. 


Newspaper people are not left 
free by the new ruling to come and 
go into places of amusement. The 
exemption extends only to the times 
when they attend for the precise 
purpose of reporting an event or re- 
viewing a show, picture, etc. At all 
other times they must pay tax of 
10% on the full value of the ticket, 
unless the price of admission is less 
than 41 cents. The ruling comes at 
a favorable time, just prior to the 
opening of the Broadway season. 
Managements who have paid any 
money on tickets usedgby newspa- 
per people are entitled to apply for 
a refund, 





that deputations representing the- 
atre organizations and film ex- 
changes will concentrate in Ottawa 
to present strong arguments against 
the rental tax, and this will be done 
before Parliament opens. They are 
waiting only for the announcement 
of the date of the session. 

Meanwhile they still think that 
the Imperial Economic Conference 
provided a British film quota law 
for the whole empire. Government 
Officials have received notification 
of the organization of another Ca- 
nadian film producing project, this 
being a Vancouver, B. C., syndicate 
headed by Capt. J. W. Hobbs, who 
announces that pictures will be 
made to qualify under quota re- 


quirements. 

Recently Canada Productions, 
Limited, was organized to use the 
Ontario Government studio at 


Trenton, Ontario, for the same pur- 
pose, the promoter being J. D:- 
Fletcher, formerly with Famous 





Players Canadian Corp. 
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Hersey Titles Sold 


First results in the attempt to 
gave something out of the wreck 
of the Hersey mags is the sale of 
two titles to George Johnson. John- 
gon, former head of the now defunct 
General Magazine Distributing Co., 
bas acquired the Hersey titles, 
Gangster Stories’ and ‘Model Air- 
plane News,’ and will turn pub- 
lisher with those two. 

Johnson has formed the See Pub- 
lishing Co. to get out ‘Gangster 
Stories,’ and the Jay Publishing Co. 
to issue ‘Model Airplane News.’ 
Both mags will make their initial 
appearances under their new own- 
ership and in new form some time 
in September, with Johnson editing 
both also. 

Although freely reported that the 
Hersey mags were under Bernarr 
Macfadden control, the name of 
Macfadden has not come up in the 
bankruptcy proceedings against the 
Hersey publishing company. 

Hersey mags numbered as many 
as a dozen at one time, all pulp 
affairs. Many of these were former 
Macfadden publications, and the 
regularity with which Macfadden 
turned these mags over to Hersey 
gave rise to the Macfadden control 
reports. These were never denied. 

Harold Hershey was liked enor- 
mously by the scribbling craft. His 
quick decisions, prompt payment 
and advice placed him high among 
the New York editorial deities. 





Friends’ Raboy Appeal 


Sad state of Abraham Raboy, con- 
ceded the foremost writer of Yil- 
dish prose in this country, being 
broadcast by friends in the hope of 
directing aid to him. Ill for some 
time, and without finances, Raboy, 
his wife and children were dispos- 
sessed from their apartment last 
week. He’s since found a tempor- 
ary shelter, but his mental and phy- 
sical condition is causing his friends 
alarm. 

Because Yiddish literature brings 
ne monetary reward—in fact, is 
costly to the writer himself—Raboy 
like the other Yiddish literateurs 
over here, has had to support him- 
self by commercial activity while 
writing. Hit by unemployment 
some time ago, friends report him as 
having led a precarious existence 
for some time. It culminated in his 
illness and loss of his dwelling place. 

The Yiddish scribblers are not en- 
rolled in the Authors League, and 
they have no organization of the 
type for their own, hence the efforts 
of Raboy’s confreres. 





Would Brighten Sports 


Los Angeles ‘Times,’ in an en- 
deavor to brighten its sport pages, 
will put Bill Henry, Sunday editor, 
on the sporting editor’s desk. 

He succeeds Paul Lowry who has 
held the berth for seven years. 





‘Gentleman’s’ New Head 


The ‘American Gentleman’ has 
changed hands with Sam Regal the 
new publisher. Mag was previously 
published by the Mitchel] Fashion 
Company. 

Publication, under the new own- 
ership, is still being published out 
of the Mitchell offices, but goes into 
its own quarters soon. The old staff 
transfers with it, including B. F. 
Bingham, editor. 





New Scientific Monthly 


A scientific magazine to be called 
‘The Laboratory Record,’ and to 
publish the findings of laboratory 
researches, is being projected by 
Alfred H. Budd who will edit. 

Publication will be a monthly and 
eontain only the findings of labora- 
tory experiments as discovered by 
the experimenters or as told by them 
to Budd. Publication starts shortly. 





Levy’s ‘Who Is It?’ 


Bert Levy will use his 2,500 
photographs, snapped during 30 
years on the vaude stage, as basis 
for a book, ‘Who Is It?’ 

Book will be of a reminiscent type, 
illustrated by the pictures which 
show the celebs of stage and screen 
in off-stage poses, mostly unknown 
to the subjects. 


Real Names of Authors 


E. M. Delafield, author of ‘A Good 
Man’s Love,’ is Mrs. Edmee De La 





Pasture Dashwood. Marie Belloc 
Lowndes, who wrote ‘Jenny New- 
stead,’ is Mrs. Frederick Sawrey. 


‘Hurdy-Gurdy,’ credited to Margaret 
Bell Huston, was written by Mrs. 
M. L. Kauffman. 





Puzzles and Prizes 
Federal Trade Commission has 
been after publications which ad- 
vertise prizes for the solution of a 


puzzle sc simple that anyone can! Marin, 





solve it without revealing, until the 
‘olution is sent in, that this merely 
entitles the sender to engage in ad- 
ditional effort to be qualified to win 
a prize. 

Trick is a simple one used by 
cheaper magazines to build up a 
mailing list, but under the ruling 
the terms must be clearly stated 
if the practice is to be continued. 





New Book-of-Month Try 


What may be a threat to the 
present book-of-the-month clubs is 
a new organization now in process 
of formation called the Guild Dollar 
Book Club, about which secrecy is 
being observed. 

Reports place the Guild Dollar 
Book Club’s proposed activity as a 
new book-of-the-month club sell- 
ing its selections at a dollar, and a 
general book publishing venture on 
the club plan, with all books at the 
dollar price. 

Sponsors of the venture won't 
talk until they are prepared to make 
a formal announcement of their ac- 
tivities. 





Florida’s Scissors 


Believing that sufficient publicity 
for the rival California climate had 
been given in previous paragraphs 
by Arthur Brisbane, Frank B. 
Shutts’ Miami (Fla.) ‘Herald’ used 
the shears on Sunshine State blurbs 
sent out by Hearst’s chief editorial 
writer during the latter’s visit to the 
coast. 

First day the Miami ‘Herald’ cut 
out a verbal rhapsody on California 
sunshine sung by George G. Young, 
publisher of the Los Angeles ‘Ex- 
aminer,’ Hearst paper, with a cho- 
rus by Brisbane. 

Following the excision of three 
paragraphs the first day, the ‘Her- 
ald’ dropped seven, along the same 
line by Brisbane, the second day. 
The third day, when Brisbane ex- 
claimed on the low cost of living in 
California, the ‘Herald’ tossed the 
entire column into the basket: 

It gives you a rough idea on the 
Florida grouch against the coast 
propaganda. 





Inside Dope on Movies 


Welford Beaton, former trade pa- 
per publisher in Hollywood, has just 
published ‘Know Your Movies,’ a 
192-page book on ‘the theory and 
practice of motion picture pro- 
duction.’ 

He analyzes 30 different subjects 
of motion picture production, from 
‘sound‘ to ‘emotional reaction of the 
audiences.’ 





N. Y. ‘Mirror’s’ Three Critics 


Walter Winchell is back from his 
motor trip and will resume col- 
umning in the ‘Mirror’ next Wed- 
nesday. Column has been ghosted 
by Paul Yawitz, the Winchell by- 
line topping the column. 

According to his contract, Win- 
chell is the ‘Mirror’s’ dramatic 
critic, but he is not particularly 
keen on reviewing shows. With a 
trio of reviewers on the staff some 
doubt as to who is head man. Paper 
has Winchell, Bernard Sobel and 
Bob Coleman. Coleman was second 
in ‘Variety’s’ critical box-score for 
last season and Winchell was well 
up before skipping the shows. He 
is also off broadcasting now. 





Douglas Tripling 

W.A.S. Douglas has added Chi- 
cago representation of the New 
York ‘Herald-Tribune’ and Boston 
‘Herald’ to his chores. He still 
clings to his seven year old love, 
the Baltimore ‘Sun.’ 

In his spare moments ‘Was’ bats 
out occasional treatises on varied 
subjects of the more erudite 
monthlies. 





Waterbury as Publisher 


Frederick M. Waterbury has 
joined the ranks of book publishers. 
Makes his debut with ‘Between the 
Big Parades,’ by Franklin Wilmer 
Ward. 

Waterbury will get out a limited 
number of volumes a year, excluding 
fiction. 





Miller Pens Another 

With his book, ‘I Cover the Wa- 
terfront,’ in its seventh edition, Max 
Miller, San Diego, Calif., gangplank 
scribbler, is busy dashing off anoth- 
er yarn with a newspaper man as 
top character. Author also finds 
time to put his ideas on paper for 
the studios, with his present screen 
assignment at Columbia. 

‘Our Gang’ in ‘Housekeeping’ 

Mary Sharon, of ‘Good House- 
keeping,’ has completed a yarn on 
the ‘Our Gang’ kids for her maga- 





zine. Will appear in the October 
issue. Idea was sold to her by Lew 
toach P.a& 


New Nat’! Review 


First issue of a new national re- 
view now in process of being 


pearance around November. It will 
be called ‘The Present’ and is the 
project of the Murray Hill Publish- 
iag Co., formed by Robert Weenol- 
sen and Donald 8S. Root, latter re- 
cently of ‘McCall’s Magazine.’ 

‘The Present’ will be a review of 
politics, history and other current 
events, and will also cover all the 
arts including stage and _ screen. 
Sole fiction will be a couple of 
short-shorts in each issue. Fillmore 
Hyde is editing the publication, 
which will be a monthly. 

The Murray Hill Publishing Co. 
will also get out a giveaway for 
New York city only, bearing the 
title of ‘New York in Your Pocket.’ 
It will likely displace the present 
‘Gotham Life’ as the official publica- 
tion of the New York hotels’ asso- 
ciation. 

Material for ‘The Present’ will be 
mostly staff written, with the ex- 
ception of the short-shorts, 


Burnett’s Music 


W. R. Purnett, who created ‘Little 
Caesar’ adds Joe Nearing, a jazz 
pianist, to his gallery of portraiture 
in ‘The Giant Swings’ (Harper & 
Bros). Film takes the boy from a 
cheap dancehall to a position of af- 
fluence as the composer of oper- 
ettas. 

As in his other books Burnett 
offers a faithful picture of life, un- 
embroidered. Joe falls in love with 
a girl at a soda bar but she in 
turn, goes equally strong for Joe’s 
boss, the manager of the amuse- 
ment park. Joe disgusted, then goes 
to New York. Never suspensive, 
seldom violent in its action, the 
story none the less holds interest 
because of its fidelity to type. 

Title alludes to the ‘first music 
Joe writes in the new vein, which 
later becomes the basis of his hit 
musical comedy. It is not only al- 
luded to but given full musical no- 
tation, revealing a new side of Bur- 
nett. Worth reading. 





Mysterious Group 


First book publishing venture in 
New York to be conducted out of 
a postoffice box is that of that 
young group of serious thinkers and 
scribblers calling itself To Publish- 
ers. Origin of the title is as myster- 
ious as the actual working place of 
the group. 

One of the principal figures of To 
Publishers is Louis Zukofsky. An 
anthology edited by him, and en- 
titled ‘An Objectivist’s Anthology,’ 
will be the first volume issued by 
the group. 

Understood that To Publishers is 
gathering the more abstract works 
of American writers abroad for pub- 
lication here, mostly those that can’t 
be seen by other publishers. 





Querido Dies 


Death at Amsterdam, Holland, 
age 59, of Israel Querido, took from 
Holland one of its best and most 
popular authors. Querido used a 
district of Amsterdam known as the 
‘Jordan’ for the background of the 
greater part of his novels and 
plays, which had generally a social- 
istic tendency. 

A committee was just making 
preparations for his 60th anniver- 
sary, and planned a big gala for 
him, He died only a few days be- 
fore he reached his birthday. 





Sports—Mostly Local 


Another sports mag bows in next 
month. It’s ‘The Sporting Gazette,’ 
published by B. M. Nicholds, latter 
also editing. 

It will be a weekly aimed pri- 
marily at metropolitan New York. 

Mag will go in for boxing and 
wrestling, and will carry the sched- 
ules of all such events in the me- 
tropolis and nearby points. 





Real Names of Authors 


Anthony Lawless, author of ‘Har- 
bour,’ is Philip MacDonald. Maris- 
tan Chapman, credited with ‘Wild 
Cast Ridge,’ is the combination of | 
Mary and Stanton Chapman. Rich- 
ard Keverne, who wrote ‘At the Blue 
Gates,’ is Clifford J. W. Hosken. 
Lawrence Saunders, author of ‘Six 
Weeks,’ is the combination of Bur- 
ton and Clare Ogden Davis. 





Wash. ‘Post’ Shuffles 


Washington ‘Post’ has gone 
through another reorganization 
process, with Donald Reid, former 
picture reviewer and day city edi- 
tor, promoted to the managing edi- | 
torship. He replaces Aubrey Taylor. 

Rumor in the capital is that Mrs. | 
E. B. Mclean will take over the} 
‘Post’ Oct.-1.. Paper is now in the} 
‘hands of the American Security and! 





dummied. To make its initial ap-; 


Trust Co., after a court ruling which 
took it away from E. B. McLean, 





Denver ‘News’ Fridays 

Rocky Mountain ‘News’ of Den- 
ver, Scripps-Howard morning pa- 
per, recently published a Friday 
edition of 28 pages, including six 
page layouts from the large stores, 
and distributed about 30,000 extra 
copies to residences and offices. 
Serve the advertisers the same city 
circulation as the ‘Post,’ evening. 

‘News’ is charging the regular 
rate for this Friday run, but ad- 
vertisers are required to take the 
same space during the week. The 
‘News’ classified pages increased 
from 1% to 2% pages. Causing a 
lot of comment in Denver and town 
now watching to see what the ‘Post’ 
will do. 





Newsless Butte 


Station KGIR made a news an- 
nouncement, as a gesture of good 
will toward the publisher of the 
Montana ‘Standard’ (morning) and 
the Butte ‘Post’ (evening), during 
the two weeks that Montana city 
was recently without newspapers 
due to the refusal of printers to 
take a wage cut. 

While most of the newspapers in 
neighboring cities refrained from 
entering the territory, even reject- 
ing new subscriptions, the manage- 
ments of dailies in two large cities 
some dictance away shipped copies 
of their publications into Butte. The 
Denver ‘Post’ and the Seattle ‘Post- 


Intelligencer’ were the papers ig- 
noring the ‘courtesy’ rule. 
The ‘Standard’ and the ‘Post’ 


hung up news bulletins in their win- 
dows, day and night during the 
shut-down, these being the only 
source of information for the ma- 
jority of Butte’s inhabitants. Pub- 
lication was resumed when the 
printers agreed to take a salary 
slash, 





Foreign Menace 


New menace is reprints in Eng- 
lish from Germany. Similar in form 
to the Sun Dial, Travelers’ Library, 
Modern Library and other pocket 
size reprints, they’ve forced the 
prices of those books down to 29 
cents a copy in some instances, or 
four for a dollar. Intended selling 
price of the Modern Library, et al, 
is a little less than $1. 

The English reprints from Ger- 
many are the same as the Tau- 
schnitz reprints which sell for a 
few cents across the water. To 





compete with the American reprints 
of the same type their paper covers, 
never in favor here, have been re- 
placed by more substantial ones. 
The German imports are royalty- 
free semi-classics of the type that 
sell steadily. 

Bookshops’ specializing in  re- 
mainders are pushing them because 
they allow a greater margin of 
profit. But it has forced their 
American competitors down to the 
same price level. 





Advice by Month 


Those literary ‘experts’ who for 
so much per act as mentors to be- 
ginning scribblers have a new one. 
Instead of a set fee according to 
wordage, they now make a monthly 
charge, with the client entitled to 
as much service each month as he 
wants. 

One New York literary ‘expert’ 
charges five dollars a month, which 
includes criticism, advice and sug- 
gestions for as much as a tyro can 
write. 

A couple of hundred clients at 
that rate ought to tide this particu- 
lar expert nicely over the summer. 





Lauds the Cops 


York police in an adult Horatio 
Alger style. The rookie policeman 
works up to the rank of a first 
grade detective inside a year after 
solving murder and narcotic prob- 
lems. 

A little too heavy on propaganda 
to be either interesting or convinc- 





Shanghai’s Lure 

J. A. Coughlin, publisher of ‘The 
Carmelite,’ Carmel, Cal., after two 
years has a desire for Shanghai, 
where he was in the newspaper 
game for many years. 

He is offering the publication for 
sale, 








To date no Washington newspa- 
per has printed that 
Helm, of the corps of correspond- 
ents, has written a book 
‘Washington Swindle Sheet,’ 
lished by Boni. 

Book raps many heads—from tbe : 


pub- 





Bill Helm’s Expose in the 
changes made by time, but the cone 
William P. | trasts 
The opening in 1832 was distinctly 
called | an imperial affair, with gold-braide@ 
officialdom predominating. The cena 
|tennial celebration will be just ag 


' 
President on down the line, includ 


ing every member of Congress fog 
participating in “the unholy mile 
age grab”’—40 cents a mile on thé 
railroads, to and from Washington, 
when the actual journey is made a@ 
less than 10 cents a mile, including 
meals. 

Helm, a Washington newspaper 
man for 20 years, boasts that h@ 
knows only two members of Cons 
gress—and these he met only rem 
cently. 

All parties are represented hf 
Washington’s latest expose, so that 
the book is really non-partisan, and 
it’s worth reading. ai 


ta 
Resuming ‘Expertences’ ’ 
Renewed activity at the Bernar® 
Macfadden mag plant calls for the 
resuscitation of ‘True Experiences# 
sister to ‘True Story,’ in addition td 
that new children’s mag to be edited 
by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt ag 
announced. 
‘True Experiences’ was suspende@ 
just before the summer to give ime 
petus to ‘True Story.’ 








Chatter 


Joseph Medill Patterson, publish= 
er of New York ‘Daily News’ and 
Chicago ‘Tribune,’ flew with his 
two daughters into Los Angeles and 


on to Catalina for swordfishing 
vacash, 
The defunct Detroit ‘Mirror 


denies that out-of-town members of 
the staff, who spent most of theig 
one week’s dismissal salary on r.My 
fares back home, were imported to 
Detroit by the publisher. The few 
from out of town _ voluntarily, 
applied for jobs, the paper declares 
also that 90% of the staff were nasa 
tive Detroiters. 

Tiffany Thayer goes to Liverigh® 
with ‘Three Sheet.’ j 
Hendrik Willem van Loon back. 

Albert Boni has joined the Unt 
versity Place literary colony. 

William Faulkner has returned t§ 
Mississippi. 

Hilda Vaughan is the peg 
Charles Morgan, who wrote ‘ 
Fountain.’ 

Helen Grace Carlisle and Jameg 
Reid will settle in the Village. 

There will be a _ special autos 
graphed edition of Gene Tunneyw@ 
‘A Man Must Fight.’ 

Macaulay has actually gotten ouf 
a book without a semi-nude on thg 
jacket. ; 

Gordon Craig getting anotheg 
‘estimate’ by Enid Rose in a new 
book. 

Charles Yale Harrison gave up @ 
steady salary to do that new nov 

The Jan Welzl photos show hing 
big enough to be two people, 

Godfrey Winn used to act in Britw 
ish pictures. 

Sada Cowan, picture scenari 
has placed a book with Walter 
Baker, Boston publisher. 

Harold Bell Wright working ig 
the Sierra Nevada mountains. 

« John Cowper Powys writes ig 
longhand. 

Ben Field, Los Angeles, chose 
president of Western Literary, 
Writers at San Francisco cona 
vention, 

Elizabeth Lonergan, New York 
rep for the ‘Kinematograph Weekly” 
and ‘Picturegoer,’ returns to New 
York from London Friday (2). Been 


abroad two months in the interestg 
of her papers. 


Have you seen Fannie Hurst sinc@ 


she lost 30 pounds? 


Rita Weiman has discovered Le 


Baule, France, 


W. Sprague Holden is new theas 


tre editor of weekly ‘Argonaut,’ sues 

In ‘At Your Service’ (Macauley),| ceeding John Shannon. Holden fors 
Albert E. Ullman Ziegfelds the New| merly on ‘Time’ and other Easteng 
publications. ‘ 





Soviet Gala 





4 
. 


(Continued from page 1) 


ing. One night will be given over to @ 
brand new version of the Russian 
classic, ‘Sorrow From Wisdom,’ by 
Griboyedov. 


The Alexandrovsky Theatre will 


be remodeled to resemble as closely 
as possible the original 
century ago. 
effects and 

The outstanding change, which ng 
amount of doctoring can fix, will be 


theatre @ 
Old-fashioned stage 
settings will be used 


audience. Not only the 


brought by the revolution, 


distinctly proletarian, 
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Little Bits from the Air 








Ward Wilson on WJZ missed fire 
with his Winchellingo impressions 
of the Broadway columnist. He 
spoke too fast, was indistinct and 
too shrill in his take-off of Walter 
Winehell, with the chatter, if of 
value, more or less a secret 
because of the dizzy pace. The 
Vagabonds orchestra’s dance inter- 
ludes were the sole-saving graces 
of it all. 





Jerry Solow, tenor; Silver Bell, so- 
prano, and Kenneth King, baritone, 
split a nice half hour on WMCA, 
Solow’s ‘When I’m Looking at You’ 
from the ‘Rogue Song’ registering 
particularly; also the anonymous 
Silver Bell's soprano numbers, 





George Howard of the Song Fel- 
lows on WJZ rang the bell with 
It Was So Beautiful,’ current pop 
ballad favorite. Quartet closed 
with ‘Dinah’ in snappy manner. 
Among the best contemporanous 
vocal harmonics. 





Billy Murray, Walter Scanlon and 
Marcella Shields, assisted by the 


_ Bower orchestra, try hard to be dif- 


ferent with their comedy interludes. 
Some of the gags are good; some 
not so, but in the main it’s away 
from the straight singing stuff. 


.Otherwise their pops are light ang 


palatable. 





Enric Madreguera’s haunting 
theme, with its Cuban rhythmatics, 
ought to be played through as a 
The Commodore 
hotel combo does nicely on WOR 
for 15 minutes. Ditto Isham Jones 
from the Ritz-Carlton’s Pompeiian 


.room, Atlantic. City. 





Irving Conn’s nicely rhythmed 


.dance music from Ben Riley’s Ar- 
“rowhead Inn also holds plenty of 


compelling tempo there. A rumba 
tango was especially oke, but that 
goes generally for those melody fox- 
trot medleys of short choruses. 





Edwin C. Hill, vet N. Y. ‘Evening 
Sun’ reporter, who does a thrice- 


- weekly news broadcast for WABC, 


_has a breezy, newspaper style about 


his reports, not forgetting much of 
the human interest stuff for the 
necessary highlight, color and final 
convincer. It’s apparent from his 


-talks on the day’s topics just why 


‘ninger, 


Hill, for 22 years, or thereabouts, 
the star reporter of the ‘Sun,’ 
achieved that standing. 

The commentary on Joseph Dun- 
the magician, who inci- 
dentally received quite a plug, in 


-itself unusual in that Dunninger, 


~ [WABCT 


while now a more or less society 


entertainer, is still open to sus- 
picion of theatrical press- agentry. 


“Anyway, Hill spoke of him as an 
iid ASE 1. 
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FRANCES 
LANGFORD 


MANHATTAN MELODIES 
WOR—Wednesday, 10 P. M. 
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RAYMOND PAIGE 


Musical Pirector KHJ, Los Angeles 
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPHONY 
July 29th 
Directing Gershwin’s “American in 
Paris” and the Belcher Ballet 





aecepted standard, particularly in 
view of the spiritualistic episode 
which he recounted as occuring at 
the Long Island estate where Dun- 
ninger was the invited entertainer. 





Jack Frost’s Melody Moments re- 
tains its standing as one of the ace 
orchestral shows coming through 
either of the networks. Always a 
fine balancing and blending of the 
classical operatic and pop schools, 
with the deft batoning of Josef 
Pasternack giving it all a flash and 
flair that’s bound to please and also 
impress. 

Good piece of spotting, 
Oliver Smith, tenor, for 
warbling interludes. Ad 
shaved down to minimum. 


that of 
the 
credit 





Lucky Strike, it would seem, feels 
that it’s slipping on the air. Walter 
O'Keefe voiced a finale invitation to 
write in requests for whomever the 
public would like to hear on the 
radio and promised L. S. will get 





‘em. That’s a pretty wide-open or- 
der, but the ciggie account is in- 
tent on reviving public interest in 
what was the major ccemmercial 
hour, but which has begun to wane. 
Lucky’s band routine with an 
m. c., a thing started by Walter 
Winchell and capably enough car- 
ried on by Walter O'Keefe, does 
need some new wrinkles. Getting 
big names on the air such as Capt. 
J. A. Mollison a week ago Saturday 
is one good stunt, but it looks as if 
an entire new scenario is necessary. 
Lucky has been auditioning al- 
most everybedy (if everybody on 
Broadway is to be believed), hence it 
may be flirting with new ideas al- 
ready, although the Jack Pearl- 
Milton Berle type of talent which 
has been auditioned could just as 
well fit into the present formula. 
Wayne King and Hal Kemp played 
their waltzes and foxtrots in pro- 
fessional manner, and O’Keefe did 
the dizzy-paced announcements in 
prescribed manner and all that sort 
of thing, but lL. S. oughta give a 
thought to some new ether continu- 
ity. Paging Monte Hackett. 





Olsen and Johnson’s cackle on 
the Fleischmann Yeast hour is get- 
ting to be rather irritating. Maybe 
because anybody passing the Palace 
on Broadway several times daily, 
and getting a load of the phono- 
graph recording of a laff marathon, 
has that still fresh in memory, but 
the intensive giggling, while intend- 
ed to be contagious, may be other- 
wise. 

O&J are trying to bring some- 
thing new in comedy styles to the 
ether to back up the standard Vallee 
music on Fleischmann’s, but it’s 
still 50-50 whether the team is mak- 
ing itself as impressive via the air 
Waves as it has so signally distin- 
guished itself on the variety stages 
of the country. 





Mebbe it’s the new competish of 
the Three Keys, but the Mills Bros. 
seem to have pepped up in their 
Chipso stuff. They were in exceed- 
ingly fine fettle last week, ump- 
umping their odd rhythms in en- 
gaging manner. 





Dr. Sigmund Spaeth has a nice 15 
mins, on WJZ with his ‘tune detec- 
tive’ stuff. Spaeth has built up 
for himself a sort of tune-larceny 
cloak. He’s the man who always 
gets his Brahms or Chopin and has 
been doing it for years. 

He takes the current and past 
pop tunes and dissects them to show 
up the tin pan alley boys for con- 
genial but also congenital plagiar- 
ists who, apparently, can’t make the 
nation’s songs without digging back 
into the classics for inspiration. 
Anyway, thems as likes that sort 
0’ thing will think the Doc a very 
devilish fellow as he traces the 
sources of origination, imagination 
and motivation of blues and stuff. 





Still packing a hefty descriptive 
wallop, Tom Terris is doing a week- 
ly travelog series for NBC. Last 
week’s program that came over 
WEAF had the ‘Vagabond Director 
skipping from one foreign clime to 
another, sketching each scene in 
colors certain to make a deep im- 
pression on the imagination and in- 
vesting his narrative with a dra- 
matic quality that has little com- 
petition of its kind on the air. He 
is inclined at times, however, to 
overbuild the climax of his ad- 
venture anecdotes and give too 
much emotional significance to in- 
cidents that the average listener 
would find hard to get excited about. 


terludes tiroughout and a neat 
blending of the song numbers into 
the narrative. Jimmy Wallington 


(Continued on page 51) 

















MUSICAL COMEDY 





VIRGINIA KARNS| 


Recently WLW, Cincinnati, RKO Circuit 
Now at KTM, Los Angeles—Special Engagement 
THIS WEEK PARAMOUNT THEATRE, 


AND RADIO ARTIST 


LOS ANGELES 








Coast Mob’s Idea 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
The stage bunch out here 


follow the Ed Wynn hour 
pretty closely. Despite the 
rush of picture production, 
Marx Brothers, Cantor, Jol- 


son and the rest of the lads 
manage to get to a radio for 
the weekly Wynn chatter. 
All claim that from a per- 
former's standpoint, Wynn has 
solved the radio problem with 
his hodge-podge material. 
Thought out here is that 
Wynn has tried nothing new, 
adhering to his tried and true 
stage material, and thereby 
takes no chances with the 
ether fans. 

Coast bunch, who are on- 
and-offers as regards broad- 
casting, also those who are 
figuring on fall radio engage- 
ments, claim they will stick 
to their stage material ex- 
cept to throw out the sight 
laugh stuff. 





Adroit cueing of the musical in-. 











100%, Television 
Imminent with 
Perfected Wave 


The last detail, scientists declare, 
for perfect television is the perfec- 
tion of the shortest wave length, or 
‘baby wiggler,’ as they call it. While 


waiting for techiical information 
on a wave bender credited to Gia- 
como Marconi, General Electric 
men, by reducing wave lengths to 
12 and 16 feet, now claim television 
is 75% set. 

If advance data on the Marconi 
discovery is substantiated, then, 
state the American engineers, tele- 
vision’s problems will be over, be- 
cause the Italian inventor cuts the 
serial stream of transmission down 
to 18 inches. 

General Electric, conducting some 
of its major broadcast experiments 
from the Empire State tower, Man- 
hattan, reports ‘that its own short- 
est lengths have promoted tele- 
vision from the strictly close-up to 
medium-shot class. 


Marconi’s Feat 


The wave that is measured in 
inches, such as the Marconi discov- 
ery, however, is needed before tele- 
vision can include long shots and 
lend definition to mob scenes. 
‘Baby wigglers,’ in the perfect 
state, not only will serve as the goal 
for television experts, but will add 
such an improvement to the broad- 
easting of sound that present day 
radio will be literally revolution- 
ized, it is maintained, by such ex- 
perts as Dr. Alfred N. Goldsmith. 
Just as the short length defines 
the television picture, so that a mob 
on Broadway, for instance, could 
be broadcast with sharpness of de- 
tail, so will the clarity and frequen- 
cies of sound be improved, it is 
held. 

All types of motion pictures will 
be available for television broadcast 
with the introduction of the tiny 
wavelet. Now only film dealing 
with a limited cast, chiefly semi- 
close-upped, is available for tele- 
visor reception. 

Aside from what it will do for the 
tele picture, short waves will en- 
able television broadcasting to be 
operated on a far more extensive 
scale. Instead of covering only a 
few major cities, as has been the 
general plan of the American elec- 
trics, the short wave will enable 
scores of stations to be erected so 
that virtually every square mile in 
the country will be enabled to re- 
ceive tele broadcasts. 


Wave Lengths 


To cut a wave to less than 20 feet 
and still get clear carrying power 
for 170 miles is a feat which RCA 
execs state they have accomplished 
from mountain tops at given points. 

Making a ‘cheater’ out of the 
short wave is an element held of 
primary interest by electric scien- 
tists and one of the many reasons 
why they are manifesting such an 
eagerness for details of the Marconi 
discovery. 

The ‘cheater’ is visualized by 
American experts as a wave trans- 
mitted directly into the sky and 
there meeting a reflection, or a pos- 
sible hook-up with other waves of 
greater length, which carries its 
message onward, 
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Ken Casey, erstwhile ‘mysterious 
crooner,’ is framing a vaude act. 

James Melton hopes to land in a 
Broadway production this fall. 

Beaucoup auditions and every- 
body optimistic. 

Sam Kopp p. a’ing Morton Dow- 
ney, in association with George D. 
Lottman, succeeding Barney Mc- 
Deavitt, who resumed as Pp. 4. for 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians. 

Jack Pearl auditioned for Lucky 
Strike. 

Everett Crosby, Bing’s brother- 
manager, in N. Y. awaiting the 
singer’s return. 


Del Casino, take 


baritone, will 


they go to Canada, 
Graham Prince quits the Palais 


D’Or, New York, Sept. 7 to ready 
another band for a prospective com- 
mercial. 

Renewal gives Ray Perkins an- 
other 13 weeks for Barbasol. Same 
goes for Peter Van Steeden’s combo. 

Frank Mason, NBC v.-p. and 
propaganda chief, was a military 
attache at the American embassy 
in Berlin. 

Arthur Pryor, Jr. 3.B.D. & O. 
radio director, visiting the Fire- 
stone plant in Akron to get an in- 
side line on tire making. 

Bob Royce is a new Con Conrad 
discovery. 

Stars they imitate advise the 
Funnyboners what phases of the 
routine they’d like imitated. 
Mildred Bailey plays the Para- 
mount, New York, as a_ single 
Sept. 9. 

Louis Dean doing the road guide 
for Shell Oil nightly over WABC. 
It’s the Columbia key station’s first 
five-minute program this season. 
Federal Radic Commission grants 


new police licenses to Newton, 
Mass.; Anderson, Ind.; Chanute, 
Kan. 


toland Bradley substituting for 
Bill Meenan, p. a. for WGY, Sche- 
nectady, on ‘News Items,’ afternoon 
broadcast presented in co-operation 
with ‘Union Star’ and United Press. 
America’s Wage Earners’ Protec- 
tive Conference of Newark, N. J., 
has applied to FRC for a new sta- 
tion permit of 5 kw, power, request- 
ing the present facilities of WLWL, 
New York. 
WTBO, Cumberland, Md., sold by 
Associated Broadcasting Corp., to 
Interstate Broadcasting System, Inc. 
Edwin Drillings, of Middle Village, 
N. Y., applying for a 100-watt sta- 
tion, to share time with WWRL, 
WMIL and WMBQ. 
Due to death of Clive B. Mere- 
dith, WSYR-WMAC, Syracuse, N. 
Y., has its license assigned to James 
G. Tracy and Edmund D. Smedberg, 
executors of Meredith’s estate. 
‘Golden Dragon,’ mystery chiller 
over WHEC, going so big, sponsors, 
Tide Water Oil Co., nibbling on na- 
tional hookup idea. 
William Fay, manager WHAM, 
auditioning new talent, a baby 
daughter. 
Dr. Robert N. Dett, Negro com- 
poser connected with the Eastman 
School of Music, training singers 
for WHAM, Rochester. 

Harry Salter now heading orches- 
tra for Hellman’s mayonnaise. 

Margery Moffett, wife of Harold 
Stein, the radio photog, slated to get 
a hearing from the NBC program 
board. Billing herself as a ‘diseuse.’ 

Chester Stratton, NBC Artists 
Service, sponsoring Dave Sisters 
and English for a buildup. 


West 


Ted Mack conducted a contest 
among singers and instrumentalists ' 
over KLZ for his act at the Denver 
theatre. 

Six thousand five hundred pieces 
of mail received by KLZ first day 
after announcing Philco contest. 

Frank Bishop, formerly commer- 
cial manager KFEL, Denver, made 
manager KVOR, Colorado Springs. 
KVOR is owned by KLZ, Denver. 

Fred Allen, adSsistant commercial 
manager KLZ, Denver, to Chicago, 
combining vacation and business. 

KGBX moved from St. Joseph to 
Springfield, Mo. 

Evening ‘Wisconsin,’ Milwaukee, 
sold WISN to American Radio News 
Corp. 








win D. Aber to W. M. Rubertson. 
Red River Lumber ‘vo. West- 
wood, Calif., awarded two special 
emergency construction permits 
for forest fire broadcasts. 
Bob Bence added to announcing 


CHATTER 


WMBH, Joplin, Mo., sold by Ed- 
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South 


George Weiderhold, program di. 
; rector of WHAS, lost his tonsils last 
week. 

Walter B. Haislip, WHAS an- 
nouncer, On vacation. Pete Monroe 
just returned, will handle day an 
nouncements. 

Greater Louisville Players wound 
up series of ‘true police dramas’ 
over WHAS. Boyd Martin, dram. 
mer dammer ‘Courier-Journal,’ di. 
rected. 

WAPI, Birmingham, planning its 
10th birthday soon, says Bill Pape 
may present birthday program over 
NBC, 

Sylvester Gross ventures as pro. 
gram director for KFUL, Galveston, 

Permission to shange from 50 to 
100 watts has been asked of the 
Radio Commission by KRMD 
Shreveport, La. The license for 
WTSL will probably be transferred 





two weeks from the WRNY mike | to Southland Radio Corp. The sta- 
starting Labor Day to find out why |! 


tion is at Laurel, Miss. 


Tracey-Boswells Will 
Sub for Ruth Etting 


Ruth Etting takes a two-week 

vacation at the end of her current 
contract with Chesterfield, Sept. 10, 
New contract given her by the 
ciggie account last week will bring 
her back to the session Sept. 24 for 
a 14-week stretch. 
During her absence at Lake 
Placid the Street Singer and the 
Boswell Sisters will split the 
Etting twice-a-week assignment 
between them. 


‘EB AND ZEB’ RENEWED 
San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

Shell Oil Co. has renewed Eb and 
Zeb, country store serial team on 
KFRC and the Don Lee chain in 
California, taking a second 13 weeks 
of the pair. Eb and Zeb, who are 
Al Pearce and Bill Wright, also are 
on 13 Northwestern and Hawaiian 
stations via transcription, sponsored 
by Shell. 

Oil company will take a one shot 
crack at the Blue Monday Jamboree 
on Sept. 5 sponsoring the two-hour 
Coast network program for one 
night only as part of a western 
sales campaign. 














WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC 
Presents 


L ad PETE 


(Have You Had Your 
Iron Today?) 


12:46 P. M. E.S.T. 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday— 
WIZ 


Tuesday & Thursday—WEAF 


JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 


Gem Safety Razor 
Program 


Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Management M. C. A, 



































Master 
Without 
Ceremony 





on the 
1 B. 


Demi Tasse 














staff of KFRC was formerly on 
KPO, and for past two months on 


Dobbsie’s morning hour over Don} 
Lee network. 
Adele Burian, blues singer, has | 





four sustaining programs on KTAB; ! 
formerly on staff of KYA, 


N. B..C. 
Stations 
Coast 
Network 
JOHN 






(TENOR) 
After 18 weeks on WOR, am tak- 
ing a vacation, To resume my 
activities on the air Labor Day. 

Permanent Address: 729 Amster- 
dam Ave., New York 
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Major Radio Advertisers Lay Low 


Till Political Ether Blurbs Fade 





Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Coast radio stations are having 

tough time signing commercial ac- 
eounts for fall. Large advertisers 
fear political ether ballyhoo will 
take precedent over commercial, and 
are hanging back until after No- 
vember. 
’ Stations selling time to candidates 
are forced by Federal law to give 
equal amount of time to opponents. 
Statute also makes it necessary for 
commercial programs to be side- 
tracked or set back to accommo- 
date vote seekers. 

Already several large air adver- 
tisers have set back fall contracts 
for continuity programs released at 
game hour and same date weekly in 
favor of spot booked time and pro- 
grams. They claim they do not 
wish to have continuity programs 
disrupted by political blurbs, there- 
by lIcsing listener interest through 
switching. 


SANDERS OUT THRU CBS 
CHI OFFICE'S FLOPPO 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Bob Sanders, Chicago representa- 
tive for the Columbia network band 
department for the past year, was 
given notice by Ralph Wonders 
during the latter’s visit here last 
week. Neal Conklin of the New 
York office may temporarily handle 
the assignment until Wonders nom- 
inates Sandevs’ successor. 

In the interim it is understood 
that CBS will have the LaSalle ho- 
tel and Vanity Fair cafe. Columbia, 
which has heretofore refused to 
give free wires to dance spots, will 
be more liberal in the future in 
order to meet NBC’s competition in 
this respect. 

As reported, Columbia’s Chicago 
band department will be on proba- 
tion for the next six months, the 
penalty of an unsatisfactory show- 
ing being abolishment. 


100% TENOR HOPE 


Burns Cigar Signatures Phil Regan 
—Also Extends 13 Wks 

















Robert Purns cigar believes it has 
found the distinctive, arresting 
voice that will get its program 100% 
listener concentration between the 
Burns and Allen patter interludes. 
It’s that of Phil Regan, tenor. Any- 
way, the commercial has contracted 
for young singer to join the show 
Sept. 14, with the contract calling 
for a minimum of 13 weeks. 

Same time the account renewed 
its facilities contact with CBS for 
another 13 weeks and handed out 
similar extensions to the Guy Lom- 
bardo unit and the Burns-Allen duo. 





Femme Crocner Changes 
| Mind and Returns to Air 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
is returning to radio 
1927-28 she was part 
of a pioneer radio team of girl 
crooners that rated among Chi- 
cago’s ‘10 best’ in those far-off ra- 
dio beginnings of five years ago. 
Known as May and June, the 
other member of the team went to 
New York and is now known in 
eastern radio as Harriet Lee. Miss 
Rae disliked New York and dropped 
eut of radio, splitting the duo. 


East-Dumke Switch? 


Armour & Co. may be the next 
signatures on East and Dumke’s 
radio checks. Packers out in Chi- 
cago have given the pair (Sisters of 
the Skillet) a hearing, the act be- 
ing piped from Boston where the 
boys were playing a stage date. 

Same time th2 commercial lis- 
tened to a Chi NBC studio combo, 
with the idea in mind of using an 
orchestra for the team’s’ back- 
ground. 


Teese!  Air-Waxed 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 
Second transcriptions to be 
cepted by NBC since letting down 
the bars on recorded programs are 
platters for Signal Oil Co. 
Discs are ‘Tarzan of the Apes’ 
and go on five nights weekly, 13 
weeks, beginning Sept. 12 over KPO. 


Juanita Rae 
over NBC. In 








ace | 








+ — 





Chess Broadcast 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Add freak press. stunts: 
Billy Sharples broadcasted over 
KNX, Hollywood, play-by-play 
moves of a world’s champion- 
ship chess match by short 
wave from the Goodyear blimp, 
where the brain battle took 
place, 


MYSTERY AND 
DRAMA AIR 
AVALANCHE 


Click of the Lucky Strike crime 
adventure stories is held mainly re- 
sponsible for the flood of bankrolled 
mystery drama programs scheduled 
to: hit the networks this fall. Com- 


mercials at the tail end of last sea- 
son had become leery of the dial 
appeal of the horror and who- 
killed-cock-robin type of yarn, and 
the trend was decidedly away from 
them. The ciggie roller, however, 
uncorked a different way of dress- 
ing them up and returned the mys- 
tery drama cycle to the air waves 
successfully, 

That this type of entertainment 
had spent its attention socking force 
was indicated the past spring when 
George Washington coffee called off 
its Sherlock Holmes versions and 
substituted a musical show. Sev- 
eral other chain commercials whose 
contributions to the ether came un- 
der the same category soon followed 
suit. Among the latter was the 
Tennessee Products Corp., confec- 
tioner of Breathem, with its ‘Witch- 
ing Hour’ series. 

Exodus of these sponsored thrill- 
ers left the major airlanes prac- 
tically alone to the broadcasts of 
the Eno Crime Club, which has been 
running all summer. Spotted around 
the country there has also been the 
recorded ‘Chandu, the Magician’ 
tales, angeled by Beechnut Packing 
But these programs never assumed 
standout proportions as attention 
pullers, at least nothing as com- 
pared to the regular Tuesday night 
following rung up by Lucky Strike, 
as attested by recent listener per- 
centage surveys. 

40% Dramatic 


Among the commercials already 
set to climb aboard the networks 
with mystery scripts are Blue Coal 











Company, with a revival of ‘The 
Shadow’ menace; Bourjois, Inc., 
‘Evening in Paris Mysteries’; Dia- 


mond Crystal Salt, ‘Capt. Diamond’s 
Adventures’; Hills Brothers’ ‘Dro- 
medary Caravan,’ and Campagna 
Italian Balm, ‘Fu Manchu.’ 

Scanning the lists of new shows 
contracted by NBC and Columbia 
for early fall debuts reveals that 
close to 40% of them are dramatic 
scripts, the highest percetage yet 
scored in the commercial history of 
the networks. Included in the NBC 
column is the Raymond Knight 
‘Wheatenville’ series; Western Clock 
Co.’s ‘Big Ben Dream Dramas’; 
Hills Bros.” ‘Dromedary Caravan’; 
Ralston Purina Co.’s ‘Sekatary 
Hawkins’; Diamond Crystal Salt 
Co.’s ‘Captain Diamond’s Adven- 
tures’; Pacific Coast Borax Co.’s 
‘Death Valley Days’; U. S. Indus- 
trial Alcohol with a yet untitled 
script, and A. C. Gilbert with a kid 
story yet to be picked. 

Columbia’s slated script entries 
include Wrigley Gum's ‘Myrt and 
Marge’; the same firm’s ‘Lone Wold 
Tribe’; the mag ‘Time’s’ ‘March of 
Time’; Bourjois’ ‘Evening in Paris 
Mysteries’; Lavoris’ ‘Easy Aces’; 
Campagna Italian Balm’s ‘Fu Man- 
chu,’ and Hecker-HO Co.'s ‘H-bar-O 
Rangers.’ 





Auditioning Waring 


With a commercial that’s looking 
for a name band in mind, the NBC 


| program board is slated to give the 
| Fred Waring combo the double ear 


| 
| 
| 


the latter part of the current week. 

Waring, now on a swing of the 
RKO circuit, comes into the Palace 
Saturday (3). 


ES le POOLS tg: 


mas 


Mary Pickford Ethering 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Mary Pickford will be star at- 
traction on Radio’s ‘Hollywood on 
the Air’ program, Sept. 8, which 
will also contain a heavy plug for 
UA’'s ‘Rain.’ 
Miss Pickford will be ether inter- 
viewed by Adela Rogers Hyland. 








Introducing the trade showing 
idea to radio, Jimmy Gillespie, 
former Paul Whiteman manager, 
unveiled at Carnegie Hall to pro- 
gram impresarios from the ad agen- 


the 45-minute bill was the original 
instrumentation of 47-piece orches- 
tra under the direction of Albert 
Cassaday, 


from the organization, with wood- 
not only unique but deeply impres- 


sive upon the critical audience gath- 


L. Fogarty, tenor, Wilfred 


xylophonist. 





WILL HYPO PROGRAM 








is intent on giving its 


with a variety of features. 


celebs may be utilized. 


planned. Walter O’Keefe 
present ceremonial master. 





Radio Plug for Ringling 


Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 
Ringling Brothers, 


supper hour on Monday, 


Twin City engagement. 


the various sights, 
Played several numbers. 


day in St. Paul. 
performances. 


season, the other having been an- 
other Ringling show, 
Barnes circus, which also played 
three days. 


Winchell Off Air 


Walter Winchell is off the air for 
Lucky Strikes or anybody else. 

Winchell ‘side lines’ were what 
undermined his health and A. J. 
Kobler, publisher of the N. Y. ‘Mir- 
ror,’ has expressed himself pleased 








tras and sticking to straight col- 
umnizing. 





Kolynos’ ‘Barber’ 


Kolynos has taken over the ‘Bill 
the Barber’ script series and will 
give it a 13-week bankrolling over 
the CBS local key, WABC, on a 
five-evenings-a-week basis, starting 





On Radio’s ‘Air’ Program’ 





NEW RADIO PROGRAM’S 
TRADE SHOW PREVIEW 


cies something novel in the way of 
a musical show. Principal item on 


Strings were entirely eliminated 


winds taking their place. Effect was 


ered for the occasion. Also given an 
airing for dial attention were John 
Glenn, 
basso, Jeannie Lang, singing come- 
dienne, a male choir led by Arthur 
Judson Phillips, and Harry Brewer, 


Lucky Strikes After Varied Fea- 
tuers, Including News and Names 


Recognizing that its programs are 
becoming to formula, Lucky Strike 
ether 
routines a hypo by jazzing them up 
The 
Capt. James A. Mollison talk was 
the forerunner of this sort of thing. 

L.S. is auditioning a flock of vari- 
ety stage talent including Milton 
Berle, among others, and will also 
introduce ‘big news’ and other name 
features in between the dance stuff. 

Groucho and Chico Marx have 
been approached, according to re- 
port, and other screen and stage 


A free mixing of m.c.’s is also 
is the 
Walter 
Winchell’s absence from the ether 
is said to be only temporary by L.S. 


Big Shew of Little Help 


Barnum & 
Bailey’s circus broadcast from the 
circus lot over WCCO, Columbia 
chain station, for 15 minutes at the 
Tuesday 
and Wednesday nights during its 
A member 
of the publicity staff took listeners- 
in on a tour of the lot, describing 


Agencies Favor Both Nets for New ; 
Programs to Secure 100% Coverage 





' Schnoz Advice 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Depths to which radio an- 


nouncing on suburban stations 
can descend illustrated by the 
signing off comment of a 
KMPC announcer, following a 
used-car company program: 

‘Adios until this time next 
week,’ the speaker said. ‘Re- 
member folks, keep your head 
up and your nose clean.’ 


WRIGLEY WILL 
EXPOSE MYRT 
AND MARGE 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

After much discussion and con- 
sideration Wrigley Gum will spill 
the beans to the public about ‘Myrt 
and Marge’ being in private life 
mother and daughter. It is figured 
that a large volume of publicity 
will result. <As ‘fan stuff’ the dis- 


closure is rated as the new sea- 
son’s first breath-taker, as if Greta 
Garbo were to confess she was Ra- 
mon Novarro’s aunt! 

Trade has, of course, known quite 
generally that Myrtle Vail was the 
mother of Donna Damerel who plays 
Marge in the skit of backstage life 














written by Miss Vail. Father, 
George Damerel, is also an ex- 
vaudevillian. 

Case of ‘Myrt‘/and Marge’ has 


become a classic in Chicago radio 
circles. One of the most popular 
programs originating in Chicago 
and one of Amerjca’s 12 leading 
radio attractions ‘Myrt and Marge’ 
a year ago was but an idea of Miss 
Vail’s who didn’t know an advertis- 
ing agency from a reception clerk. 


One day Miss Vail, script in hand, 
accomplished the impossible. She 
got through three outer offices and 
into the private sanctorum of P. K. 
Wrigley. Then she used her vaude- 
ville personality to turn a ‘cold’ 
gate-crashing into an informal au- 
dition across a desk with herself 
playing all the parts. She sold her- 
self, her scripts, her daughter and 
became in a few months a radio 
big timer. 





Readying for Cantor’s 
Chase & Sanborn Return 





and the band 


The show did a _ disappointing 
business its two days here and one 
The big tent was 
only half or less filled at the six 
It was the second 
circus to visit the Twin Cities this 


the Al G. 


a Publix tour. 


that Winchell is laying off the ex-, 


George Price goes on the Chase 
& Sanborn Sunday hour with 
Harry Richman for the Sept. 4 and 
llth sessions, with the program 


scheduled to be held down exclu- 
sively by the former for the fol- 
lowing four weeks. Coffee account 
figures that Eddie Cantor will be 
free to step back into the old spot 
by the middle of October. 

This Sunday’s (4) program will 
be the first bringing Richman and 
Price together. Following the 11th 
shot Richman leaves New York for 


Cantor has 20 more weeks to go 
for C. & S. on a previous cén- 
tract. 





Swift Auditions 


Swift & Co., now using the Steb- 
bins Boys to plug its ham and a 
Sunday afternoon concert affair to 
advertise its Vigoro fertilizer, are 
auditioning for a program to take 
care of still another one of its prod- 
ucts. Candidates on this end are 
keing piped into Chicago, the pack- 
ers’ home office. 





One innovation that the new 
broadcasting season will introduce 
on a wide scale, opine ad agency 
men, is the use of both chains by 
the same commercial. Trend, say 
these program impresarios, is to get 
away from playing with a single 
network exclusively and to make 
sure of broader listener coverage 
by splitting their ether contribu< 


tions between NBC and Columbia, 

Departure from the old policy will 
mean the spending of more money 
both from the time billings and 
talent salary angles, but the differ- 
ence, hold the agency observers, 
will be certainly worth it. This dife- 
ference merely amounts to the dis- 
counts allowed for so many broad- 
casts within periods of 13, 26, 39 
and 52 weeks, so that the more pro- 
grams a commercial shoots along a 
consecutive stretch the cheaper be- 
comes the cost of each successive 
batch of 13 broadcasts, 

To take advantage of this dise 
count savings sponsors have hereto- 
fore preferred to confine all their 
ether merchandising to a single net- 
work. But surveys and tests, they 
now find, have proved that by stick- 
ing to one chain there’s always the 
chance of the advertiser passing up 
in various communities the very 
class to whom he’s trying to sell his 
product. Radio stations, it has been 
clearly proved, have class follow« 
ings and patronage just like news- 
papers, magazines, theatres, etc. In 
a town where there are two or more 
stations it has been found that one 
of these outlets has the cream or 
class following of the spot while 
the others make a play for the 
nether social or cultural strata, 


Class Followings 


A chain, for instance, may sell a 
commercial, say, a link of 25 sta- 
tions. In this web there may be 15 
stations that are regarded as having 
the class appeal in their communi- 
ties, while the remaining 10 may 
only rate as attracting the lower 
middle and working classes. 

To avoid any such possibilities 
several of the topmount agencies 
are now urging their clients to split 
their business between the major 
chains. Only by playing their story 
across both network boards will 
they be certain of getting it a 100% 
hearing. Instead of running a show 
twice a week on the same chain, 
the agencies now advise, assign it 
for one shot a week to Columbia 
and the other to NBC. 

Among the ffirst accounts to 
spread their business along these 
lines this season is Blue Coal Com- 
pany and Stephen F. Whitman & 
Son, confectioners. Both signatured 
contracts with CBS and NBC last 
week. Whitman shoots its first 
show over the latter network Oct, 
26, and on the next evening re- 
leases a musical session over 
Columbia. Each program is spotted 
for similar periods on respective 
days, 8:45 to 9 p.m., with the cross- 
country station line-ups paralleling 





each other. Blue Coal is slated to 
use a mystery show over Columbia, 
with Oct. 22 the starting date, while 
it’s due to be a musical idea when 
it spreads over NBC, commencing 
the week before. 


Medbury Sought as M.C. 
For ‘Hollywood on Air’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
NBC is figuring on a permanent 
m.c. for its weekly ‘Hollywood on 
the Air’ program, from Radio Pic- 
tures studio. 
John P. Medbury offered the spot, 
but no deal until question of cash is 


For Shut-Ins 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
WLS inaugurated a Saturday afte 
ernoon program for shut-ins and in- 
valids Aug. 27, to continue through 
the season. 
Chuck, Ray and Frankie, Linda 
Parker, and Elsie Mae Emerson will 

















Sept. 19. If the show clicks locally ~ Joe r 
it will be extended over the net- Among those already given a poarere — ree ios 
work either before or after the ex- | hearing out of New York are Har- called ‘Drifting and Dreaming. 
piration date on the WABC docu-|riet Lee and Her Boy Friends, the | —-—--—-—- eet 
ment. Three Keys, John Fogarty and a} THE JORDONS’ SET 

Last commercial to use the script | supporting trio and Allen Prescott. | San Francisco, Aug. 29. 
was Jocur Hair Wave, which car-| All, with the exception of Pres- Paraffine Companies, Inc., go NBC 
ried it for a while over WMAQ, Chi- | cott’s, come under the heading of | Sept. § with 13 weeks of Thursday 
cago, last spring, after the agency |harmony acts. Prescott, connected | quarter hours. 
on the account, Blackett-Sample- | with WINS, New York, put on a Music-talk programs will be ‘The 
| Hummert, had supported the show couple of episodes from a serial} Jordons,’ featuring Gail Taylor and 
ton a test run of nine weeks. script he wrote. i Myron Niesley. 
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DR. J. R. BRINKLEY, ET AL. 
Hokum 
Commercial 
XER, Del Rio, Texas 
Dr. J. R. Brinkley ts operating XER 
down in Mexico. And some people 
think Barnum left no disciples. 
While officially a Mex transmit- 
ter, as the call letters indicate, this 
station is really for American con- 
sumption, and uses Del Rio, Texas, 
as its post office address. The over- 
whelriing portion of its time is 
spent in the English language; oc- 
casionally a station announcement 
or <0 is allowed to drift over in 


Spanish. But that probably is just 
a sop to the Mex govt. to keep 
everything official. 


This station is strictly come-on. 
and doesn’t attempt to be subtle. 
It’s out to grab the bucks from the 
chump listeners. 

Here are all the tricks of the 
sideshow and the midway, but 
all om a national pian. The 
station palms off at about a buck 
a crack advice on how to hold your 
sweetheart by knowing the secrets 
of handwriting, two-for-one per- 
fume bargains, gland advice, how to 
get 6? miles a gallon out of your 


car, high school correspondence 
courses and learn in your spare 
time. 


Doc Brinkley is at present run- 
ning for governor of Kansas, and 
the chances are hot that he'll make 
it. At the last election, though his 
nam: was not even on the ballot, he 
drew some 185,000 votes, which 
means that many adults took the 
trouble to write his name on the 
sheet. 

Here’s a short sketch of what 
went on for about 60 minutes over 
this station. There was the hand- 
writing expert who proceeded to tell 
N.U.T. and S.A.P. about his or her 
characteristics and to warn them 
about false friends. The clincher, 
of course, was ‘Is he or she true?’ 
at $1 (or $1.25 in Canada), the 
Handwriting Man will send you a 
book cn the secrets of handwriting 
and will answer three questions. 
Just send your money to the Hand- 
writing Man, Del Rio, Texas. 

Then, how would you like to get 
35 to 50 miles on a gallon of gas? 
Gas-Saver is looking for agents and 
is giving samples away free. Just 
write to Gas-Saver, Del Rio, Texas. 
Which means that XER is going to 
have a nifty sucker list shortly. 

Next, a great perfume and pow- 
der double combination bargain 
now offered for $1. Just send your 
money. - Send your money. Send 
your money. 

Mixed up in all this, which con- 
sumed about 30 minutes, was music 
by the Border Boys band. Why 
talk cbout it? 

Finally, the ace of the evening— 
the sub spieler for Doc Brinkley. 
The speaker mentions that the doc 
is running for governor, but he 
sends his greetings. There are 
other plugs aimed right into Kansas 
voters. 

Getting warmed te his job, the 
speaker swung into the medical 
portion of the evening. How are 
your glands? You're just as young 
as your glands. First, however, he 
took care of the ladies by a short 
discussion of goiter, and anyone 
troubled could get medicines and 
price list by writing to the phar- 
macy at either Del Rio or Milford, 
Kansas, the Brinkley hospital head- 
quarters. 

The talk about the glands, ex- 
plained the speaker, gouldn’t be en- 
tirely comprehensive over the air, 
but he invited the listeners to get 
a book explaining more in detail. 
Send your money. Send your money. 
Only 25¢c to cover the cost of prin: - 
ing and hareg'ling. 

That low cost on the booklet was 
the evident come-on to snatch up 
likely prospects for the Brinkley 
cure. 

Just before your listener tuned off 
(after all, a guy can stand only so 
much) another speaker was trying 
to sell a high school correspondence 
course. _ Learn in your spare time, 
less than an hour a day, and get 
a diploma to hang on your wall. 

This station must cover the entire 
south, southwest and midwest 
thoroughly. Station marched in 
easily at Baltimore, the wavelength 
being a prize, right between WGN, 
the Chicago ‘Tribune’ outlet, and 
WSB, Atlanta ‘Journal.’ Which 
means all that territory termed the 
Bible belt and the hookworm coun- 
try, from Okalhoma, Nebraska, 
Texas to Florida, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Geor- 
gia, etc, all those states which are 
predominantly rural in makeup. 

3y the way, the outlet’s slogan 
is: ‘The sunshine station between 
the nations.’ 


ONE MINUTE TRAVELOG 
Sustaining 
WAAF, Chicago 

Rather a neat little tidbit tacked 
on the end of a half hour of music. 
It's a thumbnail sketch of some 
place, resort or backwater. Prob- 
ably culled from a good Atlas, it 
breezily highlights a particular geo- 
graphical atom. 

Guernsey, the island midway be- 
tween France and England, for ex- 


ample. Speaking French and Eng- 
lish but belonging to Britain. A 
Strange out-of-the-way parcel of 
land where, with Gallic insouciance, 
a sign in both languages tells the 


summer vacationists: 
‘Gentlemen must wear trousers 
after eight a. m.’ Land, 


B. A. ROLFE and Orchestra 
With ‘Men About Town’ Quartet 
Sustainirg 
30 Mins. 
WJZ, Mew York 

In the nature of a ‘welcome home’ 
testimonial for B. A. Rolfe, vet radio 
maestro, this half hour was also a 


turn to the mike after an extended 
European vacation. With him were 
Parker, Luther, Dewey and Robin- 
son, members of other ether singing 
ensembles, but here combined as a 
quartet under the billing of ‘Men 
About Town.’ The M. A, T. didn't 
have time to do much of anything 
as it was principally a Rolfe dance 
program, although what quartet 
harmcunics they engaged in were 
satisfactory enough. 

The band master disclosed not 
only a routine of dansapation re- 
mote from his past Lucky Strike 
performances, with their accelerated 
tempos, but also has something 
that’s di*+r2nt in orchestral balance 
and z:ombination. 

Ed Thorgeson introduced Rolfe, 
who spoke briefly in acknowledg- 
ment of the ‘welcome’ festivities 
and also mentioned his ‘new treat- 
ment °f sophisticated rhythms,’ as 
he called it. It’s a good billing and 
should give Rolfe a new structure 
upon which to hang his fall crop of 
dance tunes. One wished, however, 
that he would introduce one of his 
own roof-lifting cornet soloists or 
some of the other ethereal fol-de-rol 
which was what really made Rolfe 
on t air ’way back when he was 
dishing it out at lunch and dinner 
from the Palais D’Or chowmeinery. 





He had plenty on the ball then, with 
variety, ovelty and specialty, which 
he lost when going big league under 
the demanding George Washington 


commervial audit.%n for Rolfe’s re- l casting technique of those 


THORPE MILITARY ACADEMY 


Cadet Lore 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 
This may be the first of its kind. 





students 
broad- 
} dinner 


{hour programs for juveniles which 


school seeking 


private 
adopts the general 


which 


relish Ovaitine, cornflakes, codliver 
oil, spinach, and now military dis- 
cipline. 

Colonel Thorpe, the headmaster, 
does the spieling. And he's a good 
salesman. Just the type probably 
to reassure parents, although some 
sidelights many parents might not 
fancy. Hazing in any form is 
hardly a selling point these days. 
Especially when involving physical 
torment such as Col. Thorpe rep- 
resented a group of cadets as in- 
flicting upon ‘Chicken’ Miller, a dif- 
ficult student. 

That story about ‘Chicken’ 
(hearted) Miller is somewhat con- 
fused in its logic. At first it seems 
that the moral is going to be of the 
boy who cried ‘wolf, wolf.’ Later 
it seems the colonel is going to 
show that ‘Chicken’ was a tattle- 
tale, swollen and arrogant with a 
couple of chevrons. It finally de- 














Hill direction. 
Hill, the prez of American To- 
bacco (Lucky Strike among others), 
has built a unique rep for himself 
in the trade as a big business exec 
with decisive and decided radio 
ideas. That these ideas too often 
don’t jibe with the standards of 
showmen who think they know bet- 
ter—and usually are qualified to 
think so—doesn’t bother Mr. Hill. 
It’s no secret that as the footer-of- 
the bills, his sug¢estions had better 
be complied with, or else. 
This Rolfe program dug back a 
bit into the sone catalogs, but un- 
der his treatment some of the 
familiars took on novel wee 
€ . 





GEM HIGHLIGHTS 

With Bert Lahr, Mr. and Mrs. Mar- 
tin Johnson 

Talk, Music 

Commercial 

WBBM, Chicago 

Although they fancy they are be- 
ing very cute about it, the Gem 
Razorites are doing an awful lot of 
nudging of ribs to remind listeners 
that Gem is twice as thick, much 
Sharper, smoother, cheaper and 
smarter. It deprives the program 
of much of its charm and tends to 
leave behind a hostile impression of 
a lot of advertising hammered, 
pushed and crammed across on the 
strength of interesting guest artists. 
Gem comes very close to out- 
smarting itself by the artifice em- 
ployed to sneak home the bargain 
price of a razor, two blades and 
shaving cream. Barred from direct 
mention of the cost, the announcer 
loans a goof character appearing 
during the program 50c to run to 
the nearest drug store and gobble 
up one of the prize packages. He 
states that the goof will receive 
change from the 50c. 

This bludgeon type of merchan- 
dising coupled with a rather dubious 
shopkeeper’s trick robs the Gem 
program of fellowship with the 
really snappy programs of the mo- 
ment like Lucky Strike, Canada 
Dry, Chase and Sanborn, Texaco, 
etc. 

Yet certain progressive notions in 
program-building are evident. Mr. 
and Mrs. Martin Johnson dramatized 
a couple of jungle incidents and 
later Bert Lahr was given a chance 
to burlesque the African big hunt- 
ing angie. Lahr was very funny in 
a manner unique to himself. His 
chatter is fast, but his diction never 
muffs a syllable. Although Lucky 
Strike didn’t fancy Lahr, the come- 
dian should have some value to 
radio. Land. 





HEINIE and HIS GRENADIERS 
German Band 
COMMERCIAL 
WTMJ, Milwaukee 

One of the real air surprises is 
this 11-piece band playing old favo- 
rites with all the gusto of the old- 
time German organization. Led by 
Heinie, who discourses in Joseph 
Cawthorn English, and with Villie 
and his sweetheart, Hildegarde, 
coming into the limelight from time 
to time because of their engage- 
ment, the outfit has been a real hit. 
So insistent has been the demand 
for personal appearances that the 
‘Journal's artists bureau has had to 
double in another band. several 
times a week while Heinie and his 
gang are out at some lake resort, 
an association picnic or playing old- 
fashioned dances in a Wisconsin 
ballroom. 

Band easily won 
popularity contest. 

Recently the band has been put 
on the chain with excellent re- 


first place in 


velons that it’s cowardice. 
Although told as a true story 
those persons who in increasing 
numbers distrust and discount all 
advertising will suspect liberal ad- 
ditions of fiction. Working up to a 
climax the colonel takes his bat- 
talion of cadets to a circus. For a 
moment it looks like ‘Chicken’ Mil- 
ler will turn out to be Dick Rover's 
nephew and single-handed stop a 
stampede of elephants. Col. Thorpe 
leads listeners to expect nothing 
else, but in the end he compromises 
and has the boy merely turn aside 
a frightened horse that was headed 
for the cadets. That one incident 
makes him a hero, a man, and a 
triumph of the Thorpe system. 
As the colonel tells his yarn 
WBBM intermittently provides 
sound effects and at the circus spir- 
ited music. There are, however, no 
other characters or voices than the 
mentor’s. He mixes the plot, the 
dialog and his sales points with 
considerable skill. His continuity 
was well written and nicely deliv- 
ered. 
Thorpe can’t be condemned for 
putting the best foot forward so in- 
sistently. After all parents need to 
be convinced. For example, he 
dwells upon the choice down front 
seats he got the cadets at the cir- 
cus, and in general insinuates the 
idea that the cadets of Thorpe are 
regarded with loving care by their 
doting t»achers. The boys get 
cream. ‘ 
Tagged to the program is an offer 
of 10 ‘partial scolarships.’ This is 
ambiguous and of unexplained ex- 
tent or value. It sounds like an in- 
ferior grade of radio merchandis- 
ing to build a mailing list of pros- 
pects. In Chicago or environs it's 
probably a calling list, for the 
school is located in Lake Forest, 
Ih 
Partial scolarships are rewards 
for the best essays on ‘Why I 
would like to be a cadet at Thorpe 
academy.’ Offer as made doesn’t 
sound sincere. It’s altogether too 
vague. That adjective ‘partial’ nul- 
lifies the meaning of the word 
scholarship. Land, 


~— 





MARION BREWER 


Interviews 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Miss Brewer, radio editor of the 
Albany ‘Times Union,’ has been in- 
terviewing picture stars and other 
headliners at RKO’'s local house 
since last fall. Previously she han- 
died a series of quizzes of state offi- 
cials. Feature, called ‘Radio Extra,’ 
is presented as a tie-up between 
WGY and paper, for mutual pub- 
licity. 

Some of interviews are staged at 
short notice, with little advance 
dope in Miss Brewer’s column and 
none in that of ‘opposition’ daily. 
Latter occasionally lists the broad- 
cast, especially if the headliner is 
of triple-star variety, but does not 
otherwise comment. 

Programs, usually on in late aft- 
ernoon, were rather hit-or-miss af- 
fairs in the beginning, but prepara- 
tion is now given to them, with 
beneficial results. Miss Brewer has 
improved as she gained confidence 
and experience, although she was 
not a novice when starting series. 
Sang over WGY in station's pioneer 
days, ‘tis said, 

Her speaking voice, while a bit 
husky, is not unpleasant. However, 
she sometimes lets tone drop and 
become colorless to the point of in- 
distinctness. Should avoid laugh- 
ing, for this usually sounds self- 
conscious and affected, as is the 
case with most women on the air. 
Has developed into a fair gagger 
and ‘straight.’ Insistence on being 
called ‘Marion’ seems to be a mis- 
take. “Thank you’ business is some- 
'times overdone. Miss Brewer might 
include, in her introduction, brief 
comment on ‘close-up’ appearance 
of stars with fashion notes on wom- 
en principals, 

In toto a fairly interesting fea- 





sponse. 
p. m. NBC chain hearing, Central 
standard time, 





It is now scheduled for 11 | ture, 


Too bad broadcasts do not 
| draw a better hour and more ad- 
| vance notice Jaco, 


A program cesigned on behalf of a/he rated sage or chariatan, 


VOICE OF EXPERIENCE 


Tatk 
Sustaining 
WOR, Newark 


Whether in the final analysis, be 


this 


anonymous peddler of solutions for 
the soul's ills and every-day per- 
plexities has something 100% 
salable for the average mental level 


|hope to persuade American kids to | among the femme listener contin- 


gent. Dorothy Dix and her sorority 


jhave been cashing in this frailty of 


human nature to make public airing 
of their troubles, and there is no 
reason why this twist can’t be made 
payable through the mike as it has 
these score or more of years 
through the daily prints. 

That this ‘Voice of Experience’ 
has a dynamic mike personality is 
without question. For those he 
picks upon tc answer he has a 
ready, compact solution, couched in 
platitudes and glittering generali- 
ties and delivered with that 
unctuous, abide-with-me voice of 
the evangelist. 

Some of the letter he reads and 
makes the text of his homilies may 
sound phoney or studio-contrived 
to the skeptical, but not to anyone 
who has browsed through a batch 
of mail received by one of these 
newsprint advisors to the lovelorn, 
or the mail bag of a radio artist 
with a modicum of appeal in his 
voice or act. Through these scrib- 
blings suppressed personalities are 
afforded an opportunity for release. 

Problem that principally agitates 
the suppressed revolved around sex. 
And showman that he patently is, 
the ‘Voice of Experience’ makes the 
topic the major portion of his dis- 
courses. In one of his recent broad- 
casts he devoted his entire half- 
hour allotment to a discussion of 
two letters he claimed to have re- 
ceived. And in each instance the 
problem dealt with sex. 

One letter was from a ral some- 
what advanced in years who told of 
being courted but who was reluc- 
tant to attempt marriage with the 
medico because of a previous love 
affair whose memories still clung to 
her. Other communication de- 
scribed the embarrassment of a 
husband coming home unexpectedly 
and finding the frau, ‘perfumed’ and 
togged out in her kimono, expecting 
someone clse. 

For each the ‘Voice’ had an ano- 
dyne. To the femme living in past 
love he counseled forgetfulness 
through marriage, and upon the be- 
wildered spouse he urged a cool 
head, for, after all, he was. con- 
demning the wife upon nothing but 
circumstantial evidence. 

As part of his act the ‘Voice’ 
offers pamphlets on such topics as 
‘What’s Wrong with Marriage?’ 
‘Jealousy and How to Overcome It’ 
and ‘What Is Love, and How to Ex- 
press It.” All the listeners are 
asked to send is a 3c. stamp for 
each. And all of which provides a 
mailing list of likely commercial 
value to someone. 

While still sustaining, the ‘Voice’ 
is auditioning commercially, with 
Lane Bryant reported as one very 
likely sponsor. Odec. 





‘MEYER THE BUYER’ 
Comedy Script Act 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 

First airing of Harry Hershfield’s 
new series over CBS sounds like a 
winner for any commercial which 
will in all likelihood take this com- 
edy script over for sponsoring. 
Right now it’s sustaining, which is 
another way of stating that it’s 
publicly auditioning. Audience re- 
action, as manifested in the usual 
fan mail, etc., will then be utilized 
as a sales argument to influence 
whoever is interested in underwrit- 
ing this series. 

It should pan out another ‘Rise 
of the Goldbergs,’ although Hersh- 
field, unlike the talented Gertrude 
Berg. author-interpreter of the 
‘Goldbergs,’ doesnt’ undertake to 
make this a nightly series. It’s 
slated for once a week over WABC 
at 8:30-8:45 E.D.S.T. 

A long cast of characters, plus 
the usual Hershfield dialectisms, 
promises evc.. more than what has 
been offered in the initial broad- 
cast. Teddy Bergman is Meyer 
Mizznick. Adele Ronson plays 
Irma Mizznick, his wife; Dot Har- 
rington is Beatrice, Vassar alumna; 
Geoffrey Bryant doubles as Milton 
Mizznick and as Sigmund Rappa- 
port, the Cornell-graduated trum- 
pet player who works on a ferry 
beat;~ Paul Douglas also doubles 
playing Lawyer Feldman and the 
senior Rappaport; Ethelyn Holt is 
Mollis, the secretary, and Nick 
Adams is Uncle Ben. Not all char- 
acters showed on the first of the 
series. : 

There is comedy, action and sus- 
pense in this series, with the moti- 
vation possessing the same gener- 
ally appealing human elements as 
are highlighted in the ‘Goldbergs.’ 

There was a little over-stressing 
of ‘Meyer’ to plant him as the cen- 
tral character, he being given to 
a little too much verbosity, but the 
action promises to offset that very 
shortly. Bergman is effective as 
the dialectic central character, 
switching his accent again as he’s 
done sundry dialects on the radio, 





including negro. Abel, 


UPS AND DOWNS OF THE 
WAISTLINE 

With Wilt Cuppy, Elizabeth Ha 
John LaGatta and Kiviette 

Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 


Type of gag or novelty program 
that should be given more frequent 
play on the networks. Would help 
take the dull edge off scheduleg 
overladed with similarity and repe- 
tition and stimulate a little renewed 
interest among set owners. 


What started out as a debate on 
fashions with the potential interest 
limited to the femme element de. 
veloned into a cleverly handled 
droll affair and anybody's laugh, 
All due to Will Cuppy's sense of 
humor and his adroit resourecfyl- 
ness in converting a dull statement 
of fact into a well-placed wise- 
crack. If the session accomplished 
anything it set down this writer of 
amusing whimsies as a good mike 
bet for almost any commercial. 
Lined up <o debate the subject 
of whether the femme waistline 
stay where it is or move up to 
where Paris fashion has decreed it 
should be were Elizabeth Hawes, 
the designer; Kiviette, the theatri- 
cal costumer, and John LaGatta, 
artist and mag illustrator. By the 
time Cuppy got through putting 
each one through the paces the de- 
bate simmered down to a one-sided 
discussion. Seems that all three 
speakers agreed the best place for 
the waistline is where it best fits 
the individual figure. 

Cuppy started off with an apology 
for the m.c. title conferred upon 
him Ly the announcer, and, unlim- 
bering his humer popgun, borrowed 
the routine of a fight broadcast to 
describe the event and the trio 
about to take part in the verbal 
scrimmage. Miss Hawes, after 
being thrown off balance by the 
kidding barrage for the moment, 
took the cue and played a neat 
straight. Mme. Kiviette fell in 
with the spirit of clowning, though 
socking over her arguments point- 
edly, but when it came to John 
LaGatta's turn the artist elected to 
treat the subject seriously and par- 
ried off an attempt to steer him into 
comedy channels. Pith of his ad- 
vice to the women was to follow 
nature’s lines and keep the waist- 
line where it shows off the best 
features. 
Before signing off Cuppy summed 
up the discussion with a set of 
bright nifties, rounding out an ex- 
ceptionally pleasing half hour. 
Odec. 





MILDRED SCHUSTER 


Songs 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Miss Schuster, who during her 
career as an actress did stock here- 
abouts, is a newcomer to WGY as @ 
singer. Recently has been broad- 
casting around Philadelphia. Here 
she is on for a morning program, 
offering pops for most part. Rather 
odd to hear a vocalist of her type 
in midst of recipe chatter, etc. 


While Miss Schuster has a con- 
tralto voice of some power, she does 
not display much range on these 
broadcasts. Tone is low, at times 
rather throaty. Uses the even-pitch 
effect popularized by radio ‘names.’ 
Strives for clarity of diction. 

On first program, Miss Schuster 
opened with ‘Moanin’ Low,’ followed 
by ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ and ‘My 
Man,’ with ‘If It Ain’t Love’ for 
closer. ‘Moanin,’ sung in Libby 
Holman fashion, does not seem as 
effective via loudspeaker as on the 
stage. Miss Schuster did Fanny 
Brice’s ‘Man’ number well, handling 
the dramatics in a manner to sug- 
gest that more of this type, or dra- 
matic bits, be included on programs, 
Her trick style is not particularly 
suited to ‘Lullaby.’ Final selection 
okay, though timing was a bit awry. 
Miss Schuster probably would 
stand out in clearer relief if her 
singing were more individual and 
less a copy of what's thought to be 
currently popular. There is room 
for development here. Her type of 
voice and style of singing probably 
better suited to an evening broad- 
cast, with orchestral accompani- 
ment, though Johnny Finke’s work 
at keyboard is oke. Jaco. 


THE PHANTOM OF CRESTWOOD 
Serial Drama 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


Although the network-has had 
Hollywood on the ballyhoo for the 
past five weeks with the product of 
the various companies mentioned, 
this is the first instance of NBC 
setting out to accord a sustained 
and concentrated plug to some par- 
ticular picture. Tie-in here is close 
to home, with M. H. Aylesworth 
contributing his ether facilities to 
tout one of his celluloid children. 
It's ‘The Phantom of Crestwood,’ 
turned out by Radio Pictures and 
scheduled for general screen release 
Oct. 14. 

Meantime the chain has the task 
of giving the mystery drama six 
weeks 0. heavy tom-tom beating. 
Five weekly 15-minute periods, in 
addition to the one given the air 
last Friday (26) night, have been 
set aside to bestow upon loud- 





(Continued on page 54) 
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While there is no direct restriction against price quoting on the air, } 
Federal Radio Commish frowns upon it and the big networks discourage | 


it. 


programs utilize to convey price economy. 


they are ingenuous. 


For example Gus Van, in exploiting the jitney El Toro cigar, has his | 
ad spieler ballyhooing that ‘this imported cigar costs only the price of | 
It would have been a time saver to say 5c. and 


a local phone call,’ etc. 
be done with it. 


Gem razors, to plug a prize package idea, goes about it through the 
medium of a stooge character who is sent to the corner drugstore with 
a 50c. piece to pick up one, and ‘mind you, you get change out of that 
It takes all that and more phraseology to convey that this prize 
package, which includes razor blades, cream, etc., is probably around 39c. 
But such are the network restrictions that this info can’t be ethereally 


50c.’ 


conveyed. 


The lesser one-lung broadcasters have no such qualms or ethics, They 
come right out with prices on their cut-rate clothing or whatever is 


being exploited. 


The price quotation thing seems to be the difference between a class 
advertiser going on the air for good will and institutional ballyhoo, and 
a catch-’em-quick merchant plugging his cut-price merchandise. 


Chicago radio stations were approached last week with a unique in- 
quiry froma man in Kenilworth, residential suburb. 
his $30,000 home and figured it would cost him $1,100 or more in com- 
missions to real estate agents if selling it through the usual channels. 
So he wanted to spend part of that and advertise ‘house for sale’ over the 


air and sell direct. e 
WGN, owned by 


the Chicago 
(Continued on page 54) 


‘Tribune,’ 
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is understood to have flatly 
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BITING HIS NOSE 





Short-Sighted Network P. A. An- 
tagonizing Newshounds 


Radio editors on several of the 
New York dailies are cooking on 
a network p.a. over what they term 
an ‘unethical practice.’ 

Instead of sending them the ma- 
terial exclusively on an angle re- 
quested, this lad, they claim, whips 
their columnists’ ideas into stories 
and immediately makes a general 





Commercial—1st Time 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Charles J. Gilchrist, radio editor 
of the Chicago ‘Daily News, has 
been signed to broadcast radio chat- 
ter on the Reid Murdoch Monarch 
Foods program, starting Oct. 2 over 
WMAQ. Although newspapermen 
in New York are not strangers to 
the microphone, this is most unusual 
in Chicago. 

Hazel Flynn, film critic of the 
Chicago ‘American,’ formerly had a 
tie-up with a 2ommercial program. 








Variety Audition 


Buddy Rogers’ band was included 
in the batch of six programs au- 
ditioned by NBC for Corn Products 
Corp., slated to hit the ether the 
latter part of September. 

Other acts given a hearing by the 
commercial were Lillian Cahill and 
Ned Weaver, May and Ethel, har- 
mony team; Cyrus Spragg, pianist; 
‘Red’ Adams in a dramatic sketch; 
the Meloclarions with Lew White, 
organist; the Ramblers, harmony 
trio, and Louis Katzman’s orches- 
tra, and a serial called ‘Murder in 
the Night Club.’ 





Authors! Authors! 


Al Boasberg will write ether com- 

'edy material for Burns and Allen |; 
| the next 13 weeks, Signatures on 

| the assignment were exchanged yes- 

| terday (4). 

Arrangement does not affect Eu- 
| gene Conrad’s status nor that of the 
| other gag contributors to the Rob- 
/ert Burns cigar comedy team. 











Reciprocity 


When Blue Coal debuts on 
Columbia, Oct. 22, it will be the 
first time that one commercial 
will go out of its way to slip 
in a plug for another. It's all 
part of the contract the coal 
company had made with Street 
& Smith, the mag and book 
publishers. 

In return for the credit given 
it on the coal session the pub- 
lishing house will furnish the 
scripts for the mystery play 
interludes on the program. To- 
gether “with the free use of 
these stories Street & Smith 
has agreed to let the Blue Coal 
revive ‘The Shadow’ character, 
a figment that the publishers 
had given heavy play while 
they themselves were on the 
air up to last season. 


8 GRATIS, ‘TIME’ OKES 
20 MINIMUM COMM’L 


the eight weeks that Col- 
umbia carries ‘March of Time’ as 
a sustaining program ‘Time’, the 
mag, in turn guarantees to bankroll 
the show for a minimum of 20 weeks 
to follow. To avoid any kickback 
from its affiliates, the network saw 
to it that the contract for the com- 
mercial stretch covered every one 
of the stations taking the session 
on a sustaining basis. 

Program when it returns to the 
chain, Sept. 9, will be produced out ; 
of the ad agency representing the 
mag, Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne, with the latter collecting 
its fee from the network for the 
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COAST STATIONS REAP | 
POLITICAL HARVEST 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Almost every station in town 
dropped standard commercials to- 
(Monday) to reap a double- 
politicians seek- 
in tomorrow's pri- 





ing nomination 
mary election. 

KNX and KHJ have been getting 
most of the political play during 
past few weeks, but today all locals 
got in on the money, with scarcely 
anything on the air tonight but 
election chinning. 


LYMAN’S RETURNS 


Back on Phillips Sept. 29—Also Re- 
newed for Danderine 








Phillips Dental Magnesia with- 
drew from Columbia Thursday (25), 
but will be back on the same net- 
work with the Abe Lyman band 
Sept. 27. On his return Lyman will 
have with him a name m. c. and a 
new set of warblers. None of these 
have as yet been picked. 

When the dentifrice called the 
session off temporarily last week it 
had completed a whole year’s run 
on the chain, with Lyman the main 
attraction throughout. New con- 
tract guarantees the bandman a 
consecutive 39 weeks. 

Lyman is also tentatively set to 
return to the Danderine show on 
the same network a day or two after 
the Phillips opening. 





Irene Taylor from Chi as 
Whiteman Replacement 


Paul Whiteman is 





service until the thing goes com- 
mercial, Nov. 4. 


Little Bits 


(Continued from page 48) 


lends u helpful hand as feed and 
interlocutor, injecting an occasional 
light touch with his expressions of 
amazement that sum up as just so 
much hoke, but yet are needed as 
breaks in Terris’ long-winded mono- 
logs. 





‘Strange Case of Mr. Grimby’ 
turned out one of the more exciting 
tales from the Lucky Strike crime 
series. Though moving swiftly and 
tellingly in the enactment, the plot 
grew a little too complicated toward 
the end of the drama’s first half, 
but these knots were soon straight- 
ened out following the musical in- 
terlude. 

Villainy of the murderous Mr. 
Grimby was laid on much too 
thickiy for these more sophisticated 
days. Heavy’s deeds and manner- 
isms were reminiscent of the ten- 
twen-thirt melodramas. Admittedly 
makes for mounting excitement, but 
on the other hand, when once the 
delicate line of credulity is broken 
it can also make for guffawing. 


; Irene Taylor from the Edgewater 


bringing in 


Beach hotel, Chicago, as warbler 
substitute for Mildred Bailey. Lat- 
ter goes on tour, as a single, for 
Publix. Her differences with the 
maestro over salary demands have 
been previously aired. 

Miss Taylor has been on the air 
with Charles Agnew’s orchestra 
from the Chi north side hostelry. 

Whiteman, when notifying the 
NBC Artists of his intention to re- 
lease Miss Bailey, expressly asked 
that she not be booked with an- 
other’ band. Warbler’s contract 
with the network has until next 
March to go. 





Air Hours at Auction 


Brussels, Aug. 19. 


Seems certain Radio-Luxemburg 
will open early in September al- 
though wave-length not yet agreed 
on. Broadcast publicity in English, 
French and German is the new sta- 
tion’s raison d’etre and bids for air 
time are coming in so rapidly con- 
trolling company is thinking of put- 
ting the hours up at auction. Out- 
side of paid publicity, Radio-Luxem- 
burg will broadcast music and talks 





Regardless of this tendency to 
oversqueeze on the melodrama, the 
series still stacks up as the leader | 
of that field and a big credit to the 
author, John Curtain, 

Erno Rapee’s Viennese program, 
WEAF, was a veach. Himself of 
Teutonic extraction, the maestro’s 
‘feel’ for this sort of music probably 
explains much. 

It’s in line with Rapee’s NBC se- 
ries of nationalistic music. 

Whoever does the Gem _ razor 
spieling tried to essay kidding of 
the advertising, but it got to be 
quite inane. Just because they re- 
peat ‘but we're not supposed to ad- 


vertise the fact that,’ etc. etc., 

doesn’t take the curse off it. 
Benny Friedman was Ed Sulli- 

van’s guest star this night. The 


former Michigan quarterback could 
have used a little more discretion in 
describing his prowess of shooting 





on Parade, act 
songsmiths, to 


com- | 


| Songwriters 
the | 


| prising seven 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, Sept. 2. | 


| Mey Lyons’ band at Robert’s cafe, 
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retieing ee Seen, Aug. 30 | 
r.: c -SIMON | Frise ' cn : d 
. \ eiseo, ‘succeeding: Bob Spencer. Like Gem, which is giving away 
= — a ee a its new blades, Barbasol is plugging 
, 'a new toothbrush ‘with your own 
HI THERE! | name embossed on the _ handle,’ 
says gratis for the asking to the Indian- 


Management N.B.C. 














KUZNETZOFF 
NICOLINA 


CONSECUTIVE 


“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF | joint than the elegant Biltmore. i 


and 


24th 


WEEK 


| jazz 


ee ee 


ting to be about the best 
companies have on 


man have been nota 


those forward passes, but Benny is | 
known for not being backward about 
himself, and the Navy capitalized | 
on it cne yec.. 

For the re-enactment of the 
Friedman grid stuff, sound effects of 
roaring crowds, etce., were etherized. 





apolis company, in exchange for 
name and address. 

The giveaway thing is now get- 
check the 
audience reac- 


tion, although that’s no particularly 





satisfactory indication in view ef 
the wholesale chi-<'‘ing such free 
Wcstern | S « Paul White- 


bad in sev- | 
Out-of-town | 


eral recent instances. 
listeners re»vort that faulty engi- 
'neering has made the kingdom of 


seem more like a chop suey 


Tee Fs NERS. 9) 
obo S heer ee 5 I 


on the theatre, cinema and litera- 
ture. 

For theatrical criticism M. Lugne 
Poe has been engaged. 





For Farmers’ Wives 

Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Separate from their forthcoming 
NBC network show, Reid Murdoch, 
maker of Monarch Brand foodstuffs, 
goes on WLS, the farmer station, 
every Friday and Saturday at 8:30 
a.m. Farmers’ wives get up early. 
Martha Crane and a male quartet 
will seek to divert the home-makers. 





COAST AIR SERIAL SET 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 
After last week’s preview of its 





forthcoming NBC _ serial Golden 
State Milk Co. has decided upon 
Sept. 10 as a starting date, putting 
on the continued sketch five nights 
weekly over KGO and KFT. 

Cast selected includes Dorothy 
Desmond, 3arton Yarborourh, 
Charles NeAllister, Anita Calfot and 
Jack Mery. 








METRO, RADIO 


CO-OP. ON FU 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has asked 
and received assurances of ‘protec- 
tion’ for its forthcoming ‘Mask 
of Fu-Manchu’ from N. Porter 
Caldwell, who controls the radio 
rights to all of Sax Rohmer’s 
works. Radio adaptation starts 
over CBS from WBBM, Chicago, on 
Sept. 26, about two weeks before 
the Metro picture will be released. 

Entirely different story will be 
used on the radio program spon- 
sored by the Italian Campagana 
Balm. Publicity tie-ups between 
radio and screen are likely. 

Sax Rohmer, the English author, 
will appear or. the first broadcast 


being picked up in New York 
ahead of the Chicago dramatiza- 
tion. It’s Rohmer’s premiere radio 
talk. 





Milton Charles, organist, back at 
the Mastbaum, Philadelphia, after 
six weeks in England. Has a prop- 
osish from the Bernstein string of 
cinemas over there to do organlog 
presentation work next winter, 
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COTTON CLUB ORCHESTRA 


ON TOUR 
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COTTON CLUB 

in September 
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Tuesday, August 3D, 1938 

















Disz Reviews 


By Abel Green 





Jeanette MacDonald 

Chevalier’s’ favorite screen prima 
reprises in solo two out of their 
last Paramount picture, ‘One Hour 
With You,’ Oscar Straus contribut- 
ing ‘We Will Always Be Sweet- 
hearts,’ and Richard A. Whiting dit- 
toing ‘One Hour With You,’ to both 
of which Leo Robin fashioned the 
lyrics. 

Miss MacDonald sings both in fine 
soprano, further enhanced by a 
skillful orchestration. Victor 24013. 





Ruby Newman-Leo Reisman 

Split credits on Victor 24048 with 
the Funny Boners vocalizing for 
Newman's ‘If I Could Call You 
Sweetheart,’ while Lee Wiley does 
her stuff vocally with Reisman’'s 
ever-effc-tive foxtrotology. Latter’s 
is ‘South in My Soul,’ which inci- 
dentally was co-authored by Miss 
Wiley. 





J. H. Squire-Bela-Raybould 

These three 12-inch imported Co- 
lumbia records are jointly reviewed, 
although by different artists, ex- 
plainable only by the fact they’re all 
of the same Viennese operetta gen- 
era, 

J. H. Squire’s Celeste Octet med- 
leys Willoughby’s arrangement of 
‘Memories of Johann Strauss,’ in- 
troducing in the first part the im- 
mortal ‘Blue Danube’ waltz, ‘Ac- 
celeration,’ ‘Artists’ Life’ and ‘Tales 
from the Vienna Woods,’ while the 
instrumental reverse medley holds 
*‘Wine, Women and Song,’ ‘Morning 
Papers’ and ‘Blue Danube’ reprised. 
Columbia 50332. 

From Germany, Dajos Bela’s con- 
cert orchestra plays Lanner’s 
‘Schonbrunn Waltz’ and another 
Strauss (this time, Josef) waltz, 
‘Delirien,’ as only this symphony or- 
ehestra can. Columbia 50323. 

From England again, Clarence 
Raybould condusting the Columbia 
Concert orchestra brings a two-part 
medley of Franz Lehar’s ‘Merry 4 
Widow’ operetta, likewise skillfully 
played, with the cream of a pro- 
lifically tuneful score cleverly or- 
chestrated and expertly performed. 





Harlan Lattimore-Claude Hopkins 


For contrast, this batch of Har- 
lemania will satisfy the dusky nite 
club addicts. lLaitimore and his 
Connie's Inn orchestra dish up brisk 
foxtrotologv with ‘Reefer Man’ and 
‘I Heard’ (Columbia 2678); and 
‘Chant of the Weed’ and ‘South in 
My Soul’ (No. 2675). Lattimore and 
Claude Jones burst into song at the 
proper moments. 

Another Harlem alumnus. Claude 





Hopkins shows ’em how with 
‘How’m I Doin’?’ and ‘Mush Mouth’ 
in the typical, sizzling, negroid 
manner. Columbia 2674. 

Ray Noble 


Imporied Victor recordings by the 
New Mayfair orchestra of two from 
‘Magic Night,’ a U. A. film musical. 
Selections are ‘Goodnight, Vienna,’ 
tango foxtrot, and ‘Living In Clover,’ 
a more spirited f.t., both played ex- 
pertly. 





George Olsen 


The Canada Dry maestro is re- 
cording prolifically during his stay 
around New York. He has a quar- 
tet of the better numbers, ‘Mardi 
Gras,’ the imported waltz by John 
Mercer and Alfred Opler, coupling 
with ‘Someone to Care For.’ Paul 
Small on the vocals and both well 
done. 

Ditto ‘It Was So Beautiful,’ Harry 
Barris’ melody foxtrot, and ‘Songs 

















DEAR GEORGE OLSEN: 
That Gordon and Revel’ song, 


‘Listen to the German Band’ 


which you recently introduced, is 
sizzling like a bottle of home brew 
and we'll have to pull the cork. 
CHARLES MILLER 
MILLER MUSIC, INC. 
62 West 45th Street, New York 


——— 












———— 


ORCHESTRA—About five piece com- 
bination for year round hotel. road 
house. State lowest price for im- 
mediate engagement. Room and 
board. Write P. O. Box 284, Ossin- 
ing, New York. 
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for Sale,’ 
again doing the singing interludes. 


Ruby Newman 





‘Strange Interlude’ is the out- 
stander on. Victor’s 24072 by the 
Newmanites. This pip dance tune 
by Ben Bernie, Phil Baker and 
Walter Hirsch rates among the 
more distinctive foxtrots of the 


season. It is coupled with ‘Another 
) Night Alone,’ a Koehler-Arlen ditty 
which Gordon Graham interprets 
vocally. as he does ‘Interlude.’ 

Victor 24073 has two very popular 
foxtrots combined for what should 
prove a big seller. ‘So Ashamed’ 
and ‘My Heari’'s At Ease,’ with Gra- 
ham and the Funnyboners trio (of 
which Graham is one-third) split- 
ting on the vocals. 





Maurice Thevalier 

Both from ‘Love Me Tonight,’ his 
current Paramount musical, the 
; Frenchman does well by the Rodg- 
ers and Hart tunes, ‘Mimi’ and ‘The 
Poor Apache.’ 

They were recorded on the Coast, 
Nat Finston, head of Par studio 
music, batoning the orchestra. Vic- 
tor 24063. 








Gus Arnheim 

‘Evening,’ by Mr. and Mrs. Gus 
Kahn and Arnheim, backed up with 
‘Palm of Your Hand,’ a livelier fox- 
trot, serve the Arnheimites well for 
their contribution to the season’s 
dansapation. Ditto on ‘It Might 
Have Been You’ and ‘You're Ilase,’ 
the latter from the London musical, 
‘Bow Bells,’ by Brice Siever and Ord 
Hamilton. ‘Blase,’ because of its 
ritz inference, has been taken up 
by the class dance orchestras, inci- 
d ntally, in this country but it’s too 
intricate a lyric discourse to mean 
anything commercially and_ the 
writers will have to be more or less 
satisfied with an artistic success. 

Buddy Clark, the 3 Rhythm Ras- 
cals and Meri Bell, who officiates 
on the latter couplet, rate billing 
for assisting Arnheim’s suave syn- 
copation with their vocal interludes. 





Cummins-Weems 

Bernie Cummins and Ted Weems, 
who also know their dance public, 
do things with ‘Deep Sea Low 
Down’ and ‘Play That Hot Guitar’ 
respectively. Latter is one of those 
tricky ditties by Phil Baxter, of 
‘Piccolo Pete’ fame, and Charles 
Torres, with the ‘hot guitar’ nat- 
urally getting in its innings. Par- 
ker Gibbs tells all about it vocally. 
Cummins himself airs his tonsils 
with ‘Deep Sea,’ an equally distinc- 
tive f.t. 


SPA-MPPA Parley on 
Syncro Rights Extended 


Songwriters’ Protective Associa- 
tion has agreed to extend the agree- 
ment now in force with the pub- 
lishers until Dec. 4. Meantime E. 
C. Mills and Gene Buck of the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, have been dele- 
gated by both sides to draw up a 
contract to take the place of the 
document originally set to expire 
Sept. 4. 

Same time the MPPA has agreed 
to permit a committee from the 
songwriters group to sit in on all 
negotiations for a new contract be- 
tween the MPPA and Electrical Re- 
search Products regarding syn- 
chronization rights. Likely that the 
agreement between the latter two 
parties, carrying Sept. 4 as the ex- 
piring date, will be extended until 
the final songwriters’ and publish- 
ers’ agreement has been polished 
off and accepted by both camps. 
Meantime the M.P.P.A. is proceed- 
ing with its move to settle amicably 
the $800,000 ‘bootleg seat’ suit it has 
pending against ERPI. 


Lopez’s 4 Wks in Chi at 








Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Vincent Lopez takes up a four- 
week stand at the Drake hotel Oct. 
15. Booking handled through the 
William Morris office, with Kenna- 
way, here, splitting on the commis- 
sions. 

Band will spend the previous four 
weeks at the Schroeder, Milwaukee. 





Bob Chester’s Own Combo 
Detroit, Aug. 29. 
Bob Chester, formerly with Irving 
Aaronson, has formed his own or- 
chestra and is playing at the ex- 
clusive Gross Pointe Yacht Club. 
| Chester is playing for the Harms- 
worth Commodore Ball being broad- 
cast by both NBC and CBS chains. 





Bob Schaefer becomes Chi rep for 
Miller Music, leaving Sherman Clay 





which he repped in N.Y, 


another waltz, with Small 


Drake, Follows Milwaukee, 





Beating the Mike 





In order to beat the radio 
and keep songs fresh, certain 
tunes are being canned hot off 
the manuscript for release on 
the disks before the ether plug- 
ging takes the edge off. Isham 
Jones is thus waxing his own 
tunes for Brunswick pronto so 
that he'll ride with the radio 
plug and not be too stale by 
the time the air has killed the 
songs. 

George Olsen is canning 
Ethel Shutta’s ‘Rockabye Moon’ 
in dance form for Victor for 
the same reason. Lawrence 
Music Co. (Mills-Rockwell sub- 
sid) is doing the same with the 
themes used by some of the 
M-R attractions. 














men-radio pact. 
up. 


details for the worriers. 


Unlike the U. S. situation, 


prolifically for nothing on the air. 











DE SYLVA ADDS 
1; MAYBE 
2D C0. 


Bobby Crawford has bought out 
the recently organized Jack Yellen 
firm’s catalog for DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson. Sale of the Yellen 
library is a surprise as Yellen was 
slated to open his Broadway office 
the week after Labor Day. 

Yellen’s future plans are indefi- 
nite. The former member of Ager, 
Yellen & Bornstein went into busi- 
ness for himself following his break 
with his former songwriting part- 
ner, Milton Ager, and Bornstein, the 
first part of the year. Yellen’s of- 
fices have been closed the major 
part of the summer. 

Ira Schuster and Joe Santly are 
thinking of forming an indie song 
publishing firm, with the backing 
of Robert Crawford, as a _ subsid 
of DeSylva, Brown & Henderson. 
Santly resigned from Santly Bros.. 
which pub firm his brothers, Henry 
and Lester, are continuing. That in 
turn is a Berlin, Inc., subsid. 
Meantime, Schuster, Little Jack 
Little and Joe Young have placed 
‘It’s Gonna Be You’ with DeSylva. 








Dance Hall’s 3 Stages 
For Two Bands and Acts 


Cleveland, Aug. 29. 

Policy of two bands and stage 
acts is reopening Greystone ball- 
room, now known as New Ritz, on 
Sept. 3. Louis Panico’s band, Jan 
Carlson’s and Helen Mae Keim, 
locsul hoofer, make up opening 
dance show. 

Spot has installed three stages, 
one for radio name bands; second 
for sepia orchestras and third for 
acts, with three alternating on 
same nights. Each stage also has 
a mike for amplifying purposes and 
broadcasts. 





JACK HARRIS SAILS 


Jack Harris, American band 
leader now heading the orchestra at 
the Cafe de Paris, London, returned 
to the British capital yesterday (29) 
after a month's holiday in America. 
Over there for five years, and now 
a director of the Cafe de Paris’ 
holding company, Harris isn’t re- 
stricted by labor permits. 





PREVIN’S AIR DATE 
Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Charles Previn, musical conductor 
at the Chicago (B&K) the past 
three months, left Friday (26) for 
New York. He is contracted for a 
new network radio program. 

Adolphe Dumont will be utilized 
as stop-gap for one week until B&K 
can obtain a regular leader. 





IMPORTING ORGANIST 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

Don George sailed this week for 
Honolulu on a six months’ contract 
as organist for Consolidated Amuse- 
ment Co.’s Hawaii theatre. He 
closed at RKO’s Golden Gate, San 
Francisco. 

Sailing with him was his mother, 
Mrs. Jenny Rosenberg. 





AL NEWMAN’S SUITE 


Al Newman, musical director at 
United Artists studio on the Coast, 
; and who scored the music accom- 
panying ‘Street Scene,’ has devel- 
oped the thematic strains into a 
‘Street Scene’ suite. 

fobbins will publish. 
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and 20 airport transmitters. 
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Peter Arno’s maiden songwriting effort, ‘Where Will It End”, 
by Dick Himber, will be rewritten by the ¢cartoonist-lyricist. 
deemed not suited to the tune although Shapiro-Bernstein already issued 


Baltimore is ‘somewhat anxious about the fate of 
when WBAL, which carries that program, goes to half-time. 
that an area of more than 1,000,000 population will do without the 
Chicago blackface team unless receiving sets are powerful enough to 


iste Stull Macic 


The pessimists are buzzing about a pseduo-existing joker in the musty 
Belief is that the broadcasters aren't such easy, 


gi Versg- 


The National Association of Broadcasters’ recent mustering of forceg 
and reorganization for legislative purposes is one of the bothersome 





and disks sell 


much better 


Ruth Etting, the Boswell Sisters and Mills Brothers are reported the 
best sellers in England. Save for Ellington's hot stuff and Armstrong 
vocally, not his dance disks so much, no American dance records are big 
abroad. In fact, probably more Jack Hylton and Ray Noble records are 
sold in America than American jazzists abroad on wax, 





Apart from the fact that the new ASCAP-NAB percentage royalty deal 
for broadcasting rights to popular music was a life and bankroll-sayer 
for several music publishers, opinion among the musicians exists that 
sheet music will never come back. A smash hit will have to be a sen. 
sation to reach 250,000 copy sales, with good times back 'n’ everything, 
The popular laziness which prompts listeners to turn on the radio igs 
the direct answer to why the desire or need for the public to purchase 


It comes too easily via the ether by 


music 
Idea is 


Tune has been a thematic with quite a few of the society orchestras 
because of its source of authorship. 
maestro on his own with Rudy Vallee orchestra units under his man- 
also the Mayfair band, Jolly Colburn, and others. 


Himber is a society orchestra 


Amos '‘'n’ Andy 


Will mean 


Other blue network (NBC) programs will also be affected by WBAL’s 


Latest census of aeronautic radio stations reveals 132 ground stations 
devoted exclusively to aviation, of which 69 are point-to-point stations, 


Federal Radio Commission, which made the survey, found 335 transport 
‘passenger planes in daily direct communication with ground stations and 
20 itinerant aircraft equipped with sending systems. 





Robbins is publishing ‘Under the Stars,’ Jack Denny’s sig song, written 
by Dave Snell, of Metro studio staff, and Max Lief. 
‘Under the Palms,’ number was put together as Gus Arnheim's theme 
ditty at the Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles, but switched lyrically for 


Originally titled 





Olsen’s Winter 


George Olsen is practically set for 
the New Yorker hotel for the win- 
ter. Don Rector is currently back 
there again, following Tom Gerun, 
who has shifted to San Francisco 
to reopen at his own Bal Tabarin 
cafe Sept. 8. 

Olsen will receive around $2,500. 
He could have had. $3,500 a year 
ago but refused in order to go back 
to his own roadhouse at Culver City, 
Cal, 





Ex-Night Spot Operators 
Lose Suit Over Lease 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Awarded a tear-up of the lease 
and $962 for back rent and cost of 
alterations, Edith H. Pyle, owner of 
building in which the Pyramid club 
on Hollywood boulevard was housed, 
won Superior court suit against Al- 
bert Colombo, John Di Marco and 
Charles Di Marco, former operators 
of the cab. 

This is the nightery where Russ 
Colombo, Albert's’ brother, first 
branched out as a band leader. 








LUCAS’ CLASS SPOT 


Veloz and Yolanda are slated for 
a new class spot which Charlie 
Lucas is building at Park and 52d 
street. It may also hold Emil Cole- 
man’s music. 

Coleman, partnered with Ramon 
and Rosita in the class El Patio for 
two years, is reported breaking 
away from that dance team. 





Columbo’s Chowmein Date 
Cleveland, Aug. 29. 


After a week at local RKO Pal- 
ace, making his first vaude appear- 
ance here, Russ Columbo and band 
are coming back for a two-night 
stand at Charlie Tend’s Chinese 
eafe, Lotus Gardens. Minimum 
charge has been hiked to $1.50 for 
Columbo's date. 

One big-name band a month is 
new policy put in by Tend, who is 
dickering for Rudy Vallee, who 
hasn’t played in Cleveland yet. 





Joe Wright opens Aug. 29 with 
his band at the Roof Garden, 
I‘'risco, together with a floor show 





staged by “Helen Pachaud. 


| 





Byron Calhoun, Hotel 
Mer., Now Band Booker 


Byror Calhoun, formerly manag- 
ing director of the Lowry hotel in 
St. Paul and the Belle Reeve in 
Kansas City, has been engaged by 
Mills-Rockwell as band salesman in 
the ficld: Makes the first time that 
a hotel man has held down that 
capacity for a band booking office. 

Calhoun’s operations will keep 
him pretty well confined to. the 
midwest and southwest, the terri- 
tories in which he has held most of 
his hetel connections. 


C-C Take 2 


Irving Mills has sold the Euro- 
pean rights of Lawrence Music 
Company’s ‘Love Me Tonight’, and 
‘Old Man of the Mountain’ to Camp- 
bell-Connelly. Advance cash pay- 
ments call for $500 on each num- 
ber. 

On his -cecent visit here Jimmy 
Campbell tried to tie up the two 
pieces, dickering right up to sailing 
time, but he and Mills couldn't get 
together on the advance figure. Deal 
was consummated by cable. _ 











No Remit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Board of directors of the musi- 
cians local refused to remit a $250 
fine handed Sam _ Brail, former 
leader at the Million Dollar, who 
admitted that he did not get or pay 
the scale to his musicians. 
# Checks were made out to band 
men for $50, which were then cn- 
dorsed and returned by members 
who were theu paid $35. 





HEIDT’S NEW BLOOD 
San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

Horace Heidt's band, currently in 
at the Golden Gate (RKO) for a run, 
is being gradually reorganized with 
younger men from the Frisco Sym- 
phony. 

George Cozier, arranger and trom- 


bonist, is with Heidt and Cozier’s 
younger brother, formerly with 
Whiteman, a _ saxophonist, joins 
later. 





Hal Wayne and 11-piece band s6™ 


into New Yorker club, Hollywood, 
when ‘i opens in two weeks. 
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New Music Men-Radio Deal Means 


Salvation from 


Many; Over $2 





It’s a feather in the caps of the 
Tin Pan Alleyites that the Nation- 
al Association of Broadcasters rat- 
ified the royalty percentage deal of 
three, four and 5% per year, on 
commercial programs, for the next 
three years for the use of the music 


controlled by the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, 

It means as much ethically to the 
music men as does the economic 
salvation which the new deal af- 
fords them. It evidences that the 
radio interests concede the value 
and importance of what the music 
men control. 

It was presented to the NAB that 
the nurturing of the talents of the 
society was as much, and more, to 
their own best interests, as to the 
music men, For without music, the 
backbone of radio would shrivel. 
Music men have repeatedly pointed 
out that broadcasting needs this 
new fund of popular music con- 
stantly for the economic survival of 
its commercial ballyhooing. 


$150,000 Per Yr. Per Firm 


For the publishers, the new deal 
means a greater source of revenue 
and, it is frankly conceded, the sal- 
vation from almost certain bank- 
ruptcy from the way things have 
been going over the summer. It 
is hoped that ultimately it will yield 
$150,000 to $200,000 annually to a 
Class A publisher which will be 
sufficient of an income from these 
performing rights—basically a by- 
product—to underwrite the publish- 
er’s business for another year. 
Right now the average quarterly 
dividend to Class A pubs is around 
$9,000, or under $40,000 a year. 

A Class A songwriter who has 
been getting a little over $5,000 a 
year from his society dividends will 
likewise receive a larger annual in- 
come with the prospect that within 
another few vears, under a new deal 
beyond 1935, these performing rights 
for a copyrighted music will assume 
even greater value to all concerned. 


Too Conservative 


Broadcasting’s income from com- 
mercial sources is conservatively es- 
timated at $60,000,000 for the cur- 
rent year. Assuming that business 
will reach that level through 1933, 
and certainly there is nothing to 
indicate that radio’s income has as 
yet attained its peak, the cut de- 
rived by the society should come 
within $2,000,000. That, of course, 
would not include the fees collected 
on sustaining programs. 

As part of the new contract with 
the broadcasters the latter assess- 
ment has been appreciably revised 
downward, so that the major por- 
tions of the tax load will be carried 
by the higher powered outlets. And 
since a heavy share of these big 
wattaged transmitters are owned or 
controlled by the chains, most of the 
$2,000,000 will come from the CBS 
and NBC exchequers. 

Society’s estimates of its income 
under the new percentage deal were 
given as $1,500,000 the first year, 

2,000,000 for 1934 and $2,500,000: the 
third year, in addition to the sus- 
taining charges. It is obvious that 
these figures had been based on a 
$50,000,600 gross income for the en- 
tire broadcasting industry. This 
figure is not only too conservative 
but completely out of line with the 
facts at hand. 

NBC and Columbia themselves as 
based upon the increases for the 
first six months of the current year, 
should’ easily make up that 
$50,000,000 total. With this as a 
substantial starting point, it can be 
circumspectly estimated that the 
income derived nationally the suc- 
ceeding year will range between 
$70,000,000 and $80,000,000. That's 
over $2,000,000 to the music men at 
the first year’s 3% computation. 





PRISON PROGRAM 
Wayne Husted (25451), Michigan 
State prison, Jackson, etherized a 
special program from the prison 
hall dedicated to the late Tommie 
Malie, armless songwriter, via 


dd 


Bankruptcy for 
000,000 First Year 





Those $1 Fines 


Los Angeles, Auz. 29. 

Russ Colombo, Henry Busse 
and Benny Rubin may not 
know it, but Los Angeles mu- 
sicians’ local has slapped fines 
on them, 

Jazz boys have been socked 
a buck each for failing to re- 
port changes of address. 


Studies, with Pickup 
In Prod., Brightens 
For Writers of Tunes 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Increased picture production has 
brought more activity to studio 
music departments than at any time 
during past year, with Fox, Metro, 
Radio and Paramount calling wri- 
ters in to compose and score films 
now in work. 

At Paramount, writing of back- 
ground music for ‘Blonde Venus’ 
brought Oscar Potoker, P. A. Mar- 
quardt and W. Franke Harling on 
the lot to aid John Liepold. Ralph 
Rainger, contract composer, left 
New York for Coast Wednesday 
(24) to start scoring ‘Big Broad- 
cast.’ 

Max Steiner, in charge of Radio’s 
music section, is taking over the 
second floor of building in which 
department is located and adding 
scorers and arrangers, first of whom 
is Bernard Kaun. 

Will Burton and Val Jason are 
Fox’s latest songwriting acquisi- 
tions. This studio is building its 
tune department to greater propor- 
tions, with Burton and Jason the 
first team brought in since James 
O’Keefe was placed in charge. 

Metro music department is get- 
ting ready for series of two-rcel 
musicals which Jack Cummings will 
direct. 

Fox will import foreign gongwrit- 
ers as part of its enlarged music 
department plan. First picture to 
get 100% musical background is 
‘Chandu, the Magician,’ now being 
synced. Studio has Arthur Lange, 
Edward Kilynei, George Lipschultz, 
Reginald Bassett, J. S. Zamecnick, 
Emil Friedhoffer and Cecil Copping 
in its scoring department. 

Two songs slated for ‘Rackety 
Rax,’ ene a title number, other 2 
football tune. Sammy Lee using 
line of 30 dancers and 30 showgirls 
in same production. 




















DRAWING DOUBLE 


$4,500 for Calloway to Lay Off and 
Make Film Sequences 








Cab Calloway and_ orchestra, 
slated for the Brookiyn Paramount 
this week, along with the Mills 
Bros., dropped out but is being paid 
his regular salary, $4,500. He’s to) 
hang around the Paramount Astoria 
lot to shoot sequences for “The Big 
Broadcast.’ 

Both colored acts were purposely 
booked in Brooklyn to be near the 
studio. While arrangements was 
feasible for the Mills, Par decided 
it would need Calloway for longer 
time stretches. 

Lay-off salary is in addition to 
the band’s share for the picture se- 
quences. 


Black Ball for Concert 
Sponsor Urged on A.F.M. | 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Los Angeles Musicians’ loca! has 
petitioned the American Federation 
to put T. S. McFarland, concert 
promoter, on the Internationals de- 
faulter’s list. 

According to Louis Castellucci, 
leader of orchestra that played con- 
certs at Long Beach and Santa 
Monica, McFarland scramme.t with- 
out paying bills and after taking 
$250 from b. o. 

Union is holding Cc 3:tellucci re- 
sponsible for unpaid s: laries, 

Alfredo Venias and Dolores Mit- 
rovich, who are said to have issued | 














WIBM. ia worthless pay check for $345 to 


Mitchell Banowski batoned the or- | 
chestra. 
Husted and Louie Munger. 


Program was gotten up by | International's 


musicians, also slated for spot on 
unfair list if head | 


| body follows Ll, A. recommendations. | tember, 


recogni: 2 the 18th Amendment on a 


Trumpeter Gets Soviet 
Bid at 400 Rubles Per 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29, 

Soviet government has relayed an 
offer to Vliadimir Drucker, L. A. 
Philharmonic trumpeter, to toot 
solos at the Academic theatre of 
Soviet, Moscow, for a year at 400 
rubles a month ($200). 

This is said to be the only time 
enyone has been invited without an 
audition as demanded by Academic 
regulations. 


BAND BOOKING 





EN BLOC COLD 


———— 


Band booking offices are finding 
it tough this season to tie up the im- 
portant hotel and cafe spots around 
the country on exclusive booking 
contracts. Managements say they 
want to be free to pick their mu- 
sical attractions in the open market 
and from any source that books a 
cance com})o which they figure can 
bring them a profit at the turnstile. 

Argument of the hotel and cafe 
men is that the day of aligning 
themselves with a single booking or- 
ganization so as to assure them- 
selves of an ample number of name 
bands is over. No longer, they aver, 
will the situation analogous to the 
film block booking idea bind their 
operations, when in order to get 
certain name attractions they were 
compelled to accept also several 
second and third rate combos, 

New Situation 

Past year, contend the dance spot 
operators, has changed the picture 
completely. Orchestral names that 
mean money at the grill are not 
concentrated on the books of one 
organization but are pretty well dis- 
tributed among several band selling 
sources. 

Radio has particularly served to 
change the complexion of the 
band business. It has built up 
previously minor rating units into 
bands of exceptional drawing 
strength for certain circumscribed 
territories. For instance, a combo 
that has for a sustained period re- 
ceived a buildup out of WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, may not mean anything in 
the northern or western spots, but 
through the south its story at the 
gate would be entirely different. 
And, it develops, the majority of 
these combos with the localized 
dvaw are allie@ with the smaller 
booking offices. Same goes, they 
point out, for a flock of the bands 
deve'oped into national import by 
radio. 

By remaining unoebligated to a 
single booking organization, say the 
bright spot impresarios, they can 
step out and engage an indie booked 
band that at the very r:oment is 
riding on the crest and rates sure- 
fire in their localities. Freelance 
booking will also allow them to ad- 
just their band budgets to changes 
in their business, especially in the 
sla-k periods when a pickup combo 
will do just as well 2s a second or 
third rate orchestra hooked in at a 
far inigher price level by an organi- 
zation holding an exclusive con- 
triect. 


Witmark Catholic Club 


Convenes ard Elects 


The Witmark Catholic club, the 
names of whose membe's are plenty 
Celtic, had a special session last 
week for snacks and the annual 
election, at the Royal Tavern. No 
casualties except the squawks of 
retiring officers, most of whom are 
actors. 

Without bleeding noses the new 
officers named are: John Francis 
Xavier McLaugh!in; president; 
John Leo Fogarty, vice-president; 
George Francis Piantadosi, secre- 
tary; Robert Emmctt Miller, treas- 





urer; Thomas Patrick O’Kelly, ser- 
geant-at-arms; 


Thomas 
McLaug ilin, recording secretary. 
Resol. tion that the club would 


iodding basis only was then par :ed. 

Music publishers’ club is bullish 
on Trish tenors and other Celtic 
wart! lers, 








‘Openings’ 





Metropolitan roadhouse is 
making a practice of chang- 
ing its orchestras every three 
or four weeks. 

ldea is an excuse for another 
‘opening,’ with the first nights 
tapping the music publishers 
and song pluggers, and getting 
’em plenty sore. 


Form Movietone Music 
Co., Sam Fox, G. M., to 
Handle Fox Film Songs 


As a clearing house for music 


from Fox pictures, studio has 
formed Movietone Music Publishing 
Co., with Sam Fox as general man- 
ager, and Sam Fox Music Co. as 
agent and distributor. Ofiicers of 
Movietone Music are W: C. Michel, 
president; Sidney Towell, vice-pres.; 
Cc. E. Richardson, treasurer, and 
Edwin P. Kilroe, secretary. All are 
Fox Film men, 

Deal will not interfere with other 
activities of Sam Fox Music, which 
has headquarters in Cleveland. Fox, 
having formed new music depart- 
ment at studio, leaves for New York 
this week. 


REPORT SOGETY WILL 
SETTLE Wid ROBBINS 


Reported that Robbins Music 
Corp., suing the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers for a Class A share of the so- 
ciety’s income for the final quarter 
of 1931 and the first quarter of 1932, 
will receive these disputed amounts 
through a settlemont. Robbins, af- 
ter being demoted to Class D, was 
reinstated to A and reccfived the 
second quarter of 1932 top class 
money. 

Understood that the society, not 
caring to make a court issiie of Rob- 
bins’ charges, will offer full Class 
A money. 

















STYMIED 


Drake Hotel, Chi, Can’t Switch Its 
Band Bookers 


—_———— 








Chicago, Aug. 29. 


Deal for the Mills-Roc' well office 
to take over the booking of the 
Drake, swank hostelry, was stymied 
by the local musicians un on ruling 
that despite change of management 
the spot would have to go on being 
booked by Kennaway, Inc. M-R 
outfit had Ted Weems lined up to 
step out of his MCA affiliations and 
to take over the Drake bandstand. 

Operating control of the hotel had 
recently been taken over by Ben 
Marshal], the architect, who was 
under the impression, wh°*n opening 
negotiations with Mill:-Rockwell, 
that the contract with Kennaway 
had a 30-days’ cancellation clause 
effective with change of ownership 
{or management. Musicians local, 
j after examination of the document, 
opined that the thing had three 
years to go and decided that the 
| hotel would remain a Kennaway 
| client regardl-ss of the change in 

controlling inierests. 








} r - 
Mchaey, COmmandcers Would 


Stick Around Coast 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Irving Aaronson: and his Com- 
manders are laying off here await- 
ing bookings. Several members of 
the band are opposed to going east 


on spce in view of local opporpuni- 
ies. Red Stanley, for in :tance, has 





ODOMS VIEWING COAST 











a bit in the Fox picture, ‘Walking | 
Holly wood, Aug. 29% | Down Broadway,’ 

Clif’ Odoms, former sales man-| Aaronson’s wife, Chris ie Mars- } 
ager for Feist, here for a look! ‘on, now in New York, « e to at- 
cround before starting round-the-|-‘ention when with the Comma:ders/ 
| \orld trip. 2s a dance soloist at the '‘rolies nite | 

Leaves for China middle of Sep-|¢lub in Culver City. She appeared | 

iene jon the screen in ‘Hat Check Girl’ | 


Music-Radio 7, Agreement Starts 
Demand for New Classification 
Basis by Society for Music Kien 


House cleaning from with'n the 
American Society of Composer, Au- 
thors and Publishers is on the tapis 
if the will of the rank and fie of 
Tin Pan Alley counts for an) thing. 
So far it hasn't. 


With the realization of a lon: am- 
bition to make the radio interests 
recornize the value of cop) -ighted 
music for commercial broadca ‘ting 
purposes, as ratified last week with 
the 3, 4 and 5% annual revenue 
frcm radio for the next three » ears, 


music men are in open protest 
against the operation of the -ociety. 
That the classification pr<cedure 


wiil have to be modified or ra lically 
amended is a common con aint. 
This has long been a bone ©: con- 
te::tion among members. 

The ‘perpetual board,’ whic': more 
or less runs the society, wil have 
to facilitate matters, states the 
younger blood, so that thy, too, 
mey reap a fair share of the income, 
The sentimentality which, for ex- 
an ple, kept as inactive a song» 
writer-publisher as the late Charles 
K. Harris on the board is desired 


rectified. Same goes for som > of the 
present Class A members, both 
writers and publishers. 

While it may be true thi: even 


tcday the Estate of Victor Herbert 
has sufficient value, through the 
wealth of Herbertian music to en 
title the prolific composer's i:*_s to 
a top cut in the royalty melc-is, this 
is the rare exception. There ave too 
many inactives among ihe big 
money-getters, complain the young- 
er members, who are getti z too 
big a portion of the income. This 
‘taking care’ of the inactive or not 
overly active songwriters ard pub- 
lishers cuts into the income of the 
others. 


Too Many Dependents 








It is charged that where f.»merfy 
the society was more or less of a 
by-product proposition, and ‘hese 


things could happen without much 
annoyance to the rank and iilic, toe 
day there are too many comp>-ers, 
authors and publishers depending 
on that quarterly dividend from the 
society for economic survival to 
meke them as altruistic as in the 
past. Besides, the annual turnover 
of over $1,900,000 places the s»ciety 
in the big business class. 

The society's deal with the Na- 
tional Association of Broad ters 
now being closed, this r- venue 
means too much to all concer 1ed as' 
the result of the minimization o° in- 
come from the normal channe’: of 
music publishing and mechia::!:al 
recording. The more sucec ful 
members siate that they wi'l s¢e 
to it that the modus operandi of the 
society cces radical change in funce- 
tio 1ing. 

‘the most charitably inclined dope 
recate the inept point-scoring «ye 
tem of computing royalty appr: one 
merits, 

As one world-famous songy. itere 
pu»lisher statcd: (‘It’s all the way 
your catalog is going. Take so and 
so (mentioning; a lyric writer), for 
example. Two years ago he, a3 a 
member of the board, was agit: ting 
that sentime it shouldn’t go ty the 
board and th: old-timers, wh» built 
up the industry, shouldn't be for- 
gotten even though their sone hits 
have been fev, and far betwen of 
late. 

‘Today, as anybody in the trade 
knows, this si ne fellow happens to 
lave a few god songs riding. iow 
he’s doing the squawking that by 
carrying 100 much deadwood in the 
major ro. alty divisions this is cute 
ting into t:e larger shares he m'ght 
have received if the royalty «licca- 
tion were strictly computed upon 


paatens mass aid prolific pe :ccme 
ance cver the r.dio, ete. So yc seg, 
it’s Low thetsho:2 fits.’ 
Ratings Not Ciear 
Tie manner in which the cl -sifle 
cation of members was arrived at 


his always been a more or less myse 
tery to the music business in ; ene 





eral. Sut havirg no other alt": nas 
tive the sceciety, as the coll ion 
agency for the major firms, is the 
only bo. y the writers and publi ierg 
can tul Lo. 

Ther gs much talk that whe. the 
society’; contract” expires in +935, 
explaining why the NAB-ASCAP 


deal is only for three years, arn ‘her 
performing rig: ‘s’ collection ag oncy 
may see birth in competition iv the 


[present society. 
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Bernard Shubert, writer, won a 
$1,000 judgment by default from his 
erstwhile partner, Ruben G. Welch, 
on an unpaid note. Pair formerly 
operated a vaude presentation in 
which talkers were made on the 
stage. 





Judgment of $6,000 awarded J. S. 
Thurmond, assignee for Sam Beh- 
rendt, against Lou Anger on a note 
given in connection with the Lew 
Cody Film company, which Anger 
financed in 1926. 





Commission suit brought by Leo 


Morrison to recover $1,300 from 
Spencer Tracy, continued until 
Sept. 12. 





James Cruze Productions being 
sued in Superior court for $2,571 
by Marie Hohneck, assignee of Max 
Schlessinger & Co. New York. 
Sum claimed due for auditing dis- 
tributing company books, 





Lon Murray, dance stager, is try- 
ing to collect $350 for a week's serv- 
ices on the prolog to the synchron- 
ized version of ‘Birth of a Nation,’ 
which showed at the Biltmore two 
years ago, 





Mae Murray summoned to appear 
in Superior court for examination 
of assets as a judgment debtor on 
complaint of J. M. Berger, income 
tax advisor, who obtained a $725 
judgment against the actress, and 
is unable to collect. 





Frank and Alma Lloyd obtained 
judgment for $7,723 from Charles 
and Fay Hugenios on a note, and 
have been awarded foreclosure of 
property on which they held a 
mortgage. 


Robert C. O’Brien brought Mu- 
nicipal court action against Salva- 
tore De Santaella, Cartha Circle 
pianist, for $550 damages, arising 
out of an auto accident. 





Huntley Gordon suing in Superior 
court to foreclose property of A. J. 
Machado in Artesia, Calif., to satis- 
fy a mortgage. 





Brown and Bigelow, advertising 
novelty company, suing Richard 
Talmadge in Municipal court for a 
bill of $173. 





Noah Beery target of a $300 Mu- 
nicipal court suit brought by Pacific 
System Homes, Inc., on a $100 Dill 
and a $200 note. 





Herbert Moulton, studio  p.a., 
sued on $100 note given La Salle 
Extension University for a corre- 
spondence course in 1927. 








M. A. Kerstin, operating Whit- 
tier Boulevard theatre, target of 
$144 Municipal Court suit brought 
by Advance Trailer service for 
rental, 





Harry Sherman, screen. writer 
and producer, sued for $601 rental 
by Castle Argyle apartments. 





Harry D. Lawler, publicity man, 
filed wage claim against Montrose, 
Calif.,. American Legion post for 
balance of $175 for services on a 
show. 





Maddux, Ince., auto firm, got a 
$133 judgment by default against 
Marie Prevost for repair bill. 





Walter M. Murphy Motors Co. 
suing Gloria Swanson in Municipal 
Court for $75 bill. 





Because he did not make a state- 
ment on property ewned, as re- 
quired by law, David M’'Mivani 
sued by County of Los Angeles for 
$173 taxes, 





W. L. Rosenberg filed Municipal 
Court suit for $170 he says he loancd 
Gregory Ratoff. 





Radio Reports 





(Continued from page 50) 


speaker addicts a load of the pic- 
ture’s story. As part of the build- 
up prizes totaling $6,000 are being 
offered for an original solution to 
the screen thriller. 


Initial etherized episode showed 
a flock of pains in script adaptation, 
with the credit here going to Finis 
Farr for voice casting, musical 
cueing and general production. 
Speeches were shaved down to the 
minimum, with the clipped dialog 
telling much and inferring a lot 
more. By their first few lines each 
character could easily be visualized 
and ticketed. Thing moved along 
with smoothness and _ dispatch, 
weaving a clear picture of the plot’s 
beginning and an air of tense mys- 
tery. In other words, a commend- 
able job all along the line and 
something that should bring them 
tuning in on the successive five 
broadcasts. That is, if the subse- 
quent scripts and enactments main- 
tain the standard established by the 
first episode. 

Even at that there is little doubt 
of the program's big draw possibili- 
ties. The coin giveaway angle will 
take care of that. Obviously every 
contestant means a customer for 
the box office, with each going to 
see how close his or her solution 
came to the one on the screen. 

To handle the introductory honors 
and retailing of the terms of the 
contest the network brought in its 
ace announcer, Graham McNamee, 
who sold it to them with commend- 
able effectiveness. Copy placed in 
his hands was deftly and parsi- 
moniously worded. Odec, 


GUS WEBER 
All String Orchestra 
® Mins. 
Sustaining 
KFI, Los Angeles 
Initial program by Weber's all- 
string orchestra, with piano and 
vocal accompaniment, hit air imme- 








RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 
7—RKO VAUDEVILLE ACTS—? 
GENE AUSTIN, SIDNEY 
MARION, JACK & KAY SPAN- 
GLER, FABER & FORD, Oths. 


ne Screen 


n th 
‘HOLLYWOOD SPEAKS?’ 


diately following Amos and Andy, 
which probably assured heavy lis- 
tening-in. If future programs main- 
tain similar standard station should 
find this musical group a valuable 
asset. 

Outstanding instrumental num- 
bers were ‘Paradise ’and ‘When Day 
Is Done.’ Syncranet girl trio, har- 
mony. singers, interjected two popu- 
lar numbers, and John Walsh with 
xylophone, was featured for novelty. 
Closing brought ‘Lullaby of the 


Leaves,’ with vocal refrain that 
showed careful preparation, and 
presented with showmanship. 


Weber is only all-string unit on the 
air on the Coast, and should have 
little trouble holding its own, 


HERNANDEZ BROTHERS (3) 
Serenaders 

Sustaining 

WLS, Chicago 

Spanish songs in that language 
are twanged, yodeled and zithered 
by this trio from the Republic of 
Colombia, South America. It’s mel- 
odic, pleasant, intermixed with 
tangoes and the spirited cadences 
typical of the Latin temperament. 
It should be easy enough to accom- 
modate talent which strengthens 
ability with novelty. 

Language may be a detriment. 
Occasional arias in French or Ital- 
ian or a snatch of Wagner in Ger- 
man is about the only foreign lingo 
heard over the bigger stations. 
Strictly foreign programs are on 
the lesser stations invariably. 





Land, 
EARL S. McROBERTS 
Address 
Sustaining 
WJJD, Chicago 
Dr. McRoberts proved to be 10 


minutes of wheat extracted from 
two hours of phonographic chaff. 
WJJD drones wearily along through 
the day with a flicker of brightness 
nowhere to be discovered. Finally, 
having exhausted all the mercantile 
possibilities and to keep the phono- 
graph machine from burning out 
its bearing WJJD gave up 15 min- 
utes to the Illinois Medical Associa- 
tion. 

Appropriate to the season, Dr. Mc- 
Roberts discussed hay fever. This 
ailment is interesting only to its 














victims. Nicely professional in tone 
but translating everything into pithy 
syllables. Dr. McRoberts having 
got, could keep his listeners. He 


|} was a worthy representative of the 
| pill guild. 
| From a radio standpoint it is im- 
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IN STITUTION 6) INTERNATIONALS 
Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 







portant to remember that sustaining 
programs such as these, costing the 
station nothing, bring a potential 
listening audience with them. All 
scientific bodies when presenting a 
radio speaker canvass their own 
membership and notify numerous 
other organizations interested in the 
subject. 

It's a cinch WJJD couldn't hold 
anybody above the mental stamina 
of a rabbit with the type of program 
that preceded Dr. McRoberts and 
followed him. Land, 


RED and RAMONA 
Songs and Piano 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 

‘Red’ McKenzie of the old Mound 
City Blue Blowers and Ramona, 
pianiste find of Paul Whiteman’s, 
both with the Whiteman entertain- 
ing organization, have a 15-minute 
frolic all their own on WJZ. 

They do vocals, singly and as 
doubles, with Ramona accompany- 
ing throvehcut. ‘Red’ is the sing- 
ing mainstay of the twain. 

Their stuff is smooth and palat- 
able if not particularly distin- 
guished, although they could fit into 
a light spot on a commercial with 
most of their air nabors. Abel 


FRANKIE BASCH 

‘Razzing the News’ 

15 Mins. 

Sustainin 

WMCA, New York 

Sundays ai 7.45 p. m. for 15 min- 
utes Miss Basch does her comedy 
stuff with the week's news, high- 
lighting the events of the preceding 
seven days with pithy and humor- 
ous comment. It’s editorial com- 
mentary on what has transpired but 
in a distinctly light vein which bur- 
lesques the week’s events, hence the 
billing, ‘Razzing the News.’ 

Miss Basch microphonically dis- 
closes a fresh and breezy style, en- 
hanced by a broad sense of humor, 
which is further substantiated by 
an engaging delivery. It’s popularly 
colloquial, in Noo Yawkish lingo and 
not particularly academic or elocu- 
tionary in its intent or import. 
Hence, for a pop station such as 
WMCA, Miss Basch is a pleasant in- 
terlude for almost any audience. 
Abel. 




















SAMMY BOYER 
Songs 

Sustaining 

WEEV, Reading, Pa. 
Boyer is a singer of pop tunes, 15 
minutes of an afternoon. Boyer has 
a pleasant voice, though without 
any novelty in warbling or arrange- 
ment. He’s a crooner. 

It’s straight stuff, but gets in 
through the loud speaker to satis- 
faction for the afternoon trade. 
Boyer is another one who doesn’t 
believe in small portions. When he 
sings songs, he sings plenty. Ran 
through the entire 15 minutes with 
hardly a pause. Not even to take 
time out for an announcement. If 
the listener wanted to know the 
name of any song, it’s got to be 
guessed from the warbling itself. 
Boyer is accompanied by a pian- 
ist, and competently. 

Rather than so much, the pro- 
gram would be improved by a more 
subtle pace. 


Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 19) 


rection of E. C. Rhoden, division 
manager, 











Spencer, Ia., Aug. 29. 
Spencer and Fraser theatres now 
being managed by J. T. Stround. 
Comes here from Minot, S. D., for 
Finklestein, Inc., and succeeds F, C. 
Crosson. 





Duluth. 
George D. Irwin, former Publix 
city manager at Fargo, N. D., re- 
places P. F. Schwie at the Lyceum 
(Publix) here, 
Milwaukee, 
L. K. Brin'’s Majestic and Garden 
have gone non-union. Garden has 
reopened after several weeks of 
darkness, 





Denver. 

Cc, W. Dickenson, former Colum- 
bia salesman at Pittsburgh, joins 
Educational here, 

Gerald Whitney resigns as man- 
ager of Orph-um, succeeded by Joe 
Gundy, assistant to Harry Huffman. 
John Lindhart moved from Blue- 
bird to the Aladdin and Ross Seath 
goes to the Bluebird. 

R. J. Garland, formerly manager, 
now selling for Columbia, replacing 
F, A. Wagner, who left for ’Frisco. 

Changes in Fox houses: Rov 
Churchill resigns as manager Egyp- 
tian, Delta, succeeded by L. M. Har- 
ris of Denver Egyptian. Latter job 
to J. A. McInaney. 


Permanently closed: Eads at 
Eads, Col.; Ritz, Hobbs, N. M.; 
Opera Flouse, Muller, Neb., and 


Avalon, Venango, Neb. 





R. E. Precht sells Grand, Flagre!, 





Col., to Wright & Frukling. W. F. 
Widdow sells Palisaide theatre at 
Palisaide, Col., to R. W. Oberly. 
Blanchard & Tomlinson take over 
Tyo theatre, Wray, Col. from 


Blanch Tyo, 





Birmingham, 
Publix negotiating for a new site 
for the State, Jackson, Tenn. H. W. 








Jack Meredith. 


Inside Stu-Radio 


(Continued from page 51) 


declined to accept radio ‘classified’ advertising, but other stations were 
willing to accept. 

Meanwhile the pad and pencil pioneers were figuring out what the man 
who wanted to sell his house could do on the radio. One possibility wag 
a full hour’s program as follows: 

Class A time, $400; ‘name’ orchestra, $200; prominent tenor, $75: 
virtuso, $50; soprano, $25; announcer, free; total, $750, 

As a deluxe sponsor the man with a house to sell would undoubtedly 
become famous as the first classified advertiser on the air. 

Idea stimulated the local imagination. The propery-owner was reported 
sg interested in one station's offer of four 75-word announcements 
for $110, 


piano 


— 


Columbia system’s new season’s rate card has for its unofficial slogan, 
‘More Power for Less Money.’ That more power refers to the increasa 
of wattage of the CBS affiliates at Minneapolis (to 50,000 watts), 
Savannah (25,000), Philadelphia (50,000), Washington, D. C., (10,000), 
Charlotte (25,000) and Salt Lake City (50,000). 

In a letter to the CBS affiliates, Kenneth Boice, CBS v.p., in charge of 
sales, states that specifically the reduction refers to the ‘elimination 
of the circuit charge on all westward broadcasts to the Pacific coast, 
reduced rates on Denver, Salt Lake City, Columbus, Norfolk and in the 
quarter-hour rate on the South Atlantic group and Savannah.’ 

Here's an idea of the new rate: (night rate only) basic network (22 
stations), $5,375; basic supplementary (12 stations), $1,690; south cen- 
tral (9 stations), $1,675; northwestern (8), $1,435; Pacific (6), $1,350, 
For the entire system the charge is $15,600. 





Present radio season, according to the sales charts of the individual 
stations, is starting a month later than usual. Majority of the booking 
now being done is for an October start, rather than September. Soa 
that the sales sheets will show the big bulge in October rather than 
the month previous, as has been the case in the past. 

Thus, while September generally is showing a decrease from former 
years, the October total is accepted as likely to be the biggest ever for 
that month. 

No explanation for the switch, other than the slow awakening from 
the effects of the depressive summer. Also some talk about the con- 
tinued heat wave through September, a notion that is being spread by 
the almanacs. 





That radio isn’t a 100% sure-fire ‘maker’ has been demonstrated twica 
running from within the very vitals of radio broadcasting. One was the 
NBC's subsidiary Radio Music Corp’s floppo in endeavoring to create 
rew song material just through an intensive ether plug. Result has 
been that Radio Music is out of existence and the NBC's gigantic mer- 
ger, including Feist and Fischer, has resulted in those companies being 
turned back along with one or two minor subsids. 

The other manifestation of radio’s inability to propagate for its own 
benefit was the band booking dept. which NBC disintegrated admitting 
that it couldn’t, by mere expression of will, force certain bands into pub- 
lic consciousness just through the medium of a concerted radio plug. 





An old model T Ford may be a nuisance on the road, but it’s an effec- 
tive performer before a microphone. GE engineers of WGY say the car 
that launched a thousand jokes is the most natural sound producing 
machine yet discovered. Its squawks and sputterings cannot be success- 
fully imitated. 

For a recent scene in a sketch the broadcasting was done in an open 
field. A mike was rigged up and a Ford of early vintage was sent across 
its path in high. To stimulate the noise of an airplane ready to take off 
a second machine, with muffler open and engine idling, was used. 





CBS executive family continues to marry into the lofty social brackets. 
Not many weeks ago it was the network’s prexy, William S. Paley, toa 
girl from the west coast's 400 and, incidentally, the former frau of John 
Hearst, the publisher’s son. Now it’s Paley’s first v.p., Lawrence W. 
Lowman. 

Bride is Mrs. Cathleen Vanderbilt Cushing, daughter of the late Regi- 
nald C. Vanderbilt, with the marriage taking place a week after she had 
obtained a Reno severance from Harry C. Cushing, III, broker. Lowman, 
at 28, is the youngest top exec with either of the major networks. 





Pennzoil program on Sept. 4 will include the world premier broadcast 
of the German Beckstein-Moor double keyboard piano, Only one piano of 
this type is now in America, and has never been generally introduced, 
although when first invented (1926) it was toured through the States as 
a concert stage novelty. 

Nate Caldwell grabbed the piano for Pennzoil when it arrived at 
Bissel-Weiser, Chicago, consigned to a radio organist. Understood NBC 
has made a bid to buy the instrument, One player gives the effect of 


two pianos. 





NBC affiliates in the smaller cities are now plugging the personal 
appearance thing through local Artists’ Service Bureaus, The General 
Electric’s Schenectady station, WGY, is air-advertising a list of its enter- 
tainers who are available for in-the-flesh performances. In the main, 
group consists of artists who recently played local vaudeville dates 
under the title ‘The WGY Revue.’ Latter was ballyhooed nightly. Up 
to the time revue was whipped together, few of the performers had 
enjoyed professional stage experience. 
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McCoy, division manager, and G. J. 
Meredith have been in Jackson 
conferring with E. L. Drake, man- 
ager the Paramount there. The old 
State theatre was destroyed by fire 
some time ago. 


316 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
GREETING CARDS 
For All Occasions 








San Francisco. 


In an RKO shakeup Jack Coudy 
and Neil Crowley are out of the 
Golden Gate as house manager- IK 


press agent and assistant manager, © BOOKLET ON now | 

















respectively. Emil Umann takes *TO MAKE UP -. « 
over the Coudy post and Charles + 
Moran comes in from the Oakland — a EF; K N 

4 ~ 


Orpheum to succeed Crowley. 
MAKE UP 


M. Stein Cosmetic Co. PURITY UNQUEST/ONED 
ls FOR "14LF A CENTURY 








Syracuse, N. Y. 

















Andy Roy is back as manager of femey 
the Paramount which reopened Aug. - . penne =—_— 
25. The Leading and 
Largest 
ip ACCORDION 
y tl i FACTORY 
New Orleans, 3 “os Pays in the United States 
7 7 7 —_. — 2 The only Factory that 
Ed Olmstead, southwestern con il makes any ost of Reeds 
tact ad man for R. J. O'Donnell, Mamie made by hand. 
has taken over Saenger duties of $ Guerrini & Co. 





Latter transfers to 277-279 Columbus Ave. 











the operating division here. San Francisco, Cal. 
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OBITUARY 


JOHN CRAIG 


John Craig, 64, died of a heart 
attack at his home, Woodmere, L. I., 
Aug. 23. His wife had driven him 
to the station where he was to take 
train for New York when he com- 
plained of feeling ill. They returned 
home and he died a few minutes 
after reaching there. 

He is perhaps best remembered 
through his management of the 
Boston Castle Square company for 
years. Peggy Wood, Alfred 
Lunt, Irving Pichel, Charles Bick- 
ford and Warren William were 
among the young players to whom 
he gave encouragement. In _ his 
earlier days he was with Augustin 
Daly’s stock company and at one 
time was a leading man for Mrs. 
Fiske. 

He was the donor of an annual 
prize of $1,000 for the best play by 
a pupil of Prof. Baker’s drama 
workshop. He was a charter mem- 
ber of the Players and belonged to 
other theatrical clubs. 

Survived by his widow, Mary 
Young, a son and a daughter-in- 
law. 





JAMES H. ROE 


James -H. Roe, proprietor of Turn 
Hall theatre, Syracuse, for 24 years, 
and identified with pictures in Syra- 
cuse, died in the Hospital of Good 
Shepherd, Syracuse, on Aug. 25, fol- 
lowing a six weeks’ illness. 

In addition to the Turn Hall the- 
ater, he had operated at various 
times the Globe and Arcadia and 
recently had been associated in the 
management of the Palace. He was 
at the time of his death president 
of the Syracuse Exhibitors Board 
of Trade. 

Twenty-five theatre owners and 
managers were honorary bearers at 
the funeral services, Aug. 27. In- 
terment was in Auburn. His wife, 
two sons, two brothers and two sis- 
ters survive. 





WILLIAM BLACK 
William Black, 74, for many years 
advance agent for minstrel shows 
and a theatrical manager, died re- 
cently (Aug. 21) at Albany County’s 





IN COMMEMORATION OF 


My Beloved Friend and Theatri- 
cal Mentor 


PAUL ARMSTRONG 


Who Passed on August 30, 1915 
Ben J. Piazza 





Ann Lee Home in Colonie, N. Y. 
Deceased handled the advance for 
Thacher’s, Primrose and West’s, and 
Al. G. Fields’ Minstrels. He also 
was associated with Luna Park dur- 
ing the Thompson-Lundy regime 
and was assistant manager of Har- 
manus Bleecker Hall, Albany, under 
the Shuberts. 





VAN METER LEWIS 


Van Meter Lewis, actor, in pri- 
vate life Charles C. Lewis, died 
Aug. 22 after a long illness, at the 
home of Mrs. Grace Boettner, 187 
Cornell road, Audubon, N. J. Not 
known whether any relatives sur- 
vive. 

Lewis was buried from the mor- 
tuary of Frank Foster & Son, Col- 
lingswood, N. J. 





MRS. FRANK DANIELS 

Mrs. Frank Daniels, 55, died Aug. 
25, at her home in New York after 
a brief illness. Before her marriage 
to the musical comedy star she was 
known as Bessie Sanson and under 
that name enjoyed a score of years’ 
success on the stage as a come- 


dienne. Survived only by her hus- 
band. 
Richard H. Gardner, 40, radio 


editor of the Wisconsin ‘News,’ died 
in Milwaukee last week of pneu- 
monia. Was well known to advance 
men because of his connection with 
various Milwaukee newspapers. 
Survived by his widow, a son, his 
mother and several brothers and 
sisters. 
Interment at Altoona, Kans. 





Giovanni L. Grosso, 63, bandmas- 
ter of the U. S. Navy Band at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, died Aug. 22, 
following a four weeks’ illness. Sur- 
vived by four sons, one of whom, 





Irving, is an actor. The other sons 
are radio broadcasters, 





Louis J. Stella, circus freak, died | 


Aug. 22 of injuries received July 6 
near Elwood City, Pa. when the 
truck on which he was riding ran 
down a hill. Survived by his widow, 
who was also in the accident but 





who is recovering. Interment at 
Marion, O. 
Frank Thornton Corbett, 32, 


American composer, died Aug. 26 in 
the American hospital, Paris, of 
pneumonia. He had spent several 
years in Paris. Survived by his 
widow and his mother. 





Alphonse W. Starbird, 60, died in 
Minneapolis last week after a long 
illness. He was a specialist in stage 
lighting effects and for 15 years in 
the employ of Finkelstein & Ruben. 
A widow and two sons survive. 





Billy Black, formerly of Ward and 
Black, died Aug. 26 at his home, 5426 
Vine street, Phila., following a heart 
attack. 

His wife and two daughters. sur- 
vive. 





Percy ‘Scotty’ Denton, 48, ‘cellist, 
died in Los Angeles, Aug. 16. Came 
from Calgary, Canada, and was a 
member of Local 47, Musicians’ 
union. 





Dale Littlefield Speers, 35, died at 
his home in Long Beach, Calif., re- 
cently. Was a drummer and mem- 
ber of Los Angeles local, Musicians’ 
union. 





Sigmund Herzog, 64, well known 
musician, died in New York Aug. 
28. Active in the Musicians’ 
Foundation and for many years with 
G. Schriner, Inc. 





Osmond Emery, 75, promoter and 
manager of the Bar Harbor, Me., 
Casino, Community Hall and The- 
atre, died Aug. 22. 





Peter Scalzo, 21, head usher of the 
Palace theatre, Danbury, Conn., died 
there of a heart attack while swim- 
ming Aug, 20. 





Mother, 68, of Frances Goldwater, 
Hollywood writer and artists’ man- 
ager, died in Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 





Father, 47, of Joseph Rabinowich, 
screen writer, was killed in an auto 
accident near Castaic, Cal., Aug. 23. 





Father, 80, of C. Gardner Sullivan, 
scenarist, died Aug. 24, in Beverly 
Hills, Calif. 





Gustav Suzin-Chorjan, opera 
tenor, died in Warsaw, Poland, after 
a short illness. 





Stanislaw Halama, 50, the father 
of three dancing Halamas, died in 
Warsaw. 





Piotr Hryniewiecz, 58, Polish ac- 
tor, died in Warsaw. 





Josephine G. Prochaska, 35, ‘cell- 
ist, died in Los Angeles Aug. 9. 





James A. Ford, 89, writer and edu- 
cator, cied Aug. 23, in Los Angeles. 





Carnivals 


(For current week Aug. 29-Sept. 3) 
Barker, L. J. (Fair), California. 


Beckmann & Gerety (State Fair, Des 
Moines. 

Bernardi Greater, Essex Junction, Vt. 
Blooms Gold Medal, Watseka, Ill, 
Bruce, Ballston Spa, N. Y. 

Coleman Bros., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Curl, W. S., Wilmington. 

Empire City, LaFlotte, Tenn. 

Endy, Egg Harbor City, N. J. 

Florida Expo. (until Sept. 1). 

Gibson Blue Ribbon, Fairmount. 
Glick, Wm., Sherbrooke, Que. 
Greenburg, Ammer, Beaver City. 
Hames, Bill, Gainsville. 

Happyland, Alpena. 

Krause Greater, LaF lotte, Tenn. 
Landes, J. L., Iola. 

Langz’s Dee, Marceline. 

Legette, C. R., Bolivar. 
Metropolitan, Jacksonville, Fla. (until 

Sept. 10). 

Model Shows of Am., Toronto, 
Pearson, C. E., Mt. Carmel. 

Pollie, Scottsburg. 

Rubin & Cherry, Owatonna, Minn. 
Sol’s Liberty, Crown Point, 

Speroni, P. J., Elmwood, 

Tidwell, T. J., Girard. 

Valley Shows, Pleasanton. 

Weer, J. C., Allegan. 

West Bros., St. Joseph, I. 

West, W. E., Franklin. 

Work, R. H., Huntingdon. 

Zieger, C. F. Sidney. 
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Indians Out of Red 


Tama, Ia. Aug. 29. 

Pay day for 175 members of the 
Mequieke Indian tribe who staged 
a pow-wow and ceremonial here be- 
fore more than 5,000 visitors. 

Pay checks to the braves, squaws 
and papooses are for $6.80, repre- 
senting profits, over expenses of 
putting on the event, never in the 
red thus far. 

Net with small surplus retained 
for the 1933 event, amounted to 
$1,180. 


'3 KILLED IN RUN-AWAY 
TRUCK OF SHOW TRAIN 


Duluth, Minn., Aug. 29. 

Three persons were killed and five 
were injured when two trucks be- 
longing to the John Francis shows, 
enroute from Hibblng, Minn., to 
New Ulm, Minn. raced down 
Duluth hillside streets. The first 
truck entering the city at 4:30 a.m. 
got out of control in coming down 
Sixth avenue, east, and the second 
an hour later. 

The dead are: Terrance Looby, 
St. Paul, Minn.; Paul Sikorsky, Ar- 
cadia, Kans.; and Albert Beardsley, 
Chicago. The injured are: Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Perry Mathews, Picher, Okla.; 
R. H. Hargrove, Terrill, Tex.; Amos 
Melton, Gainsville, Fla.; and Thomas 
Mark, Marlin, Tex. 

The three killed were on the run- 
away truck and trailer that raced 
down Sixth avenue at 70 miles an 
hour, crashed through an iron guard 
rail, and catapulted against an 
apartment building. Most of the oc- 
cupants of the trucks were asleep. 














Editorial Showmen 





(Continued from page 1) 


promoters and the do-nothing ways 
of the theatre itself is vivid. 


Five Events 
The newspaper events have been: 
Chicagoland Music Festival which 
filled the 110,000 seats at Soldiers 
Field at 25¢ each. ‘Tribune’ handled 
this one. 


Carnival of Nations, a series of 
20 racial pageants climaxed by one 
monster pageant under ‘Daily News’ 
auspices at 25-50-$1. At the Indoor 
Stadium it attracted 22,500 people. 

Ice Carnival, also ‘Daily News’ 
and at the Stadium, was scaled up 
to $3 and also went to capacity. 

Golden Glove Tournament, ama- 
teur boxing show between American 
and German boys, accumuluated 
$44,090 at $1-$2-$3, the biggest gross 
ever registered for amateur boxing! 
By the ‘Tribune.’ 

A Post-Olympic show scaled to 
$1.50 top which last Thursday (18) 
drew 34,000 spectators to Soldiers’ 
Field under ‘Daily News’ showman- 
ship. 

Theatres’ Untouchables 


A ceck on the type of people at- 
tracted to the big events and to 
many smaller, and in some cases 
free, events is obtained by compar- 
ing the ticket selling in Spauldings, 
Couthoui’s, etc., to the newspapers’ 
own scrvice stations. In most cases 
the 1:.e©wspapers outsell by three to 
one the conventional ticket chan- 
nels. Which indicates that it’s the 
home folks which show business 
can’t seem to reach or interest. 


Both newspapers feel that a dis- 
tinctly different type of patron 
plunks down his money for their 
attractions than for orthodox the- 
atrical shows. Show business might 
well ponder how to divert some of 
these untouchables. 


Newspapers turn over their net 
profits to charity, using the promo- 
tions for good will purposes only. 
As an example of what the net can 
be, the ‘Daily News’ cleared $40,000 
|from its Carnival of All Nations. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mai) to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Ballard-Bowers-Ringling Deal 
For Lesser Circuses Reported 





‘Pole Sitting Bad for 


Legs—And Head Too 
Atlantic City, Aug. 29. 
Mike Gillette, Pittsburgh's gift to 
the art of pole sitting, has his 
laurels wrapped in bandages at the 
city hospital. He was pried loose 
by firemen from the top of the flag- 
pole at the Garden Pier. Gillette is 
suffering from ‘adema’ a swollen 
leg condition resulting from a lack 
of exercise. He denied that the 
same ailment affected his head. He 
had passed the 54-day mark. 
Gillette outlasted his manager's 
pier lease. The manager, Vincent 
Martion, was dispossessed several 
weeks ago and recalled only yester- 
day that the pole-sitter might hold 
him liable for damages. He sig- 
naled Gillette to come down and 
when the latter refused called on 
the fire department. 


BARNES CLOSES, 
BIG SHOW 
SEPT. 9 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Winding up its most disastrous 
season in 20 years, Al G. Barnes’ 
circus folded last night in Ventura, 
Calif., and goes into winter quar- 
ters here two months earlier than 
usual, 

Total. mileage for outfit 
gated 13,829, lowest travel 
in years, as against usual 
coverage of 25,000 miles. 

Ringling-Barnum- Bailey show 
scheduled to close Sept. 5 at At- 
lanta, with Hagenback- Wallace out- 
fit to pack away its tents immedi- 
ately following Minnesota state fair 
next month. Sells-Floto, combined 
for southern dates with John Rob- 
inson circus, also contemplates early 
closing. 

Pacific coast showmen identified 
with circus and carnival biz say 
combined losses for big tops this 
season will run high. ' 


BIGGER FAIR WELCHING 








aggre- 
figures 
annual 





SEEMS 1932 PROSPECT: 





Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Bigger and better welching ap- 


pears in prospect for acts playing , 


fairs this season on the basis of 


those already passed. One large fair’ 


booked a $6,000 show and after the 
engagement offered $2,000 as 
settlement in full. Fairs being no- 
toriously difficult to sue the offer 
was accepted. 

Slap is generally taken by the acts 
as the agents and managers are in 
a more favorable position to protect 
the first person singular. 

Distress in the small towns and 
rural areas is reflected in meagre 
fair attendance and cautious spend- 


ing. 





Whippets for Lynwood 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Newly licensed dog-racing track 
at Lynwood (suburb) has_ been 
taken over by John S. Berger, out- 
door showman, and three associates. 
They will inaugurate season of 
whippet races in September. 








THAT 3-LETTER ANIMAL 
3urlington, Ja., Aug. 29. 

With an attendant badly gored 
and with ribs fractured by an Afri- 
can gnu, protecting a two-day-old 
baby born in captivity, just before 
the afternoon show, the menagerie 
was the center of attraction at the 
Hagenback-Wallace show lot. 

Attack occurred while attendant 
was placing partition in gnu cage. 
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Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Strongly reported, but uncone 
firmed, it is considered probable 
that Bert Bowers and Ed Ballard, 
surviving members of the old Amere 
ican Circus Corporation triumvirate, 
will take back from the Ringling 
family their three shows, Sells- 
Floto, Hagenbeck- Wallace, and John 
Robinson. 

One reason for the recent Ringe 
ling incorporation in the east is 
thought to be the putting of things 
in shape for a new line-up. Nego- 
tiations are now on between the 
Ringlings and Bowers-LDallard, it is 
understood, 

Early Closings Tipoff 
In their best days Sells-Floto and 


Hagenbeck- Wallace were 30-car 
shows with Robinson running 
around 18 cars. They have been 


drastically reduced in all depart- 
ments in the last couple of years, 
Ringlings are generally regarded in 
the circus world as having their 
hands amply full. with’ their - big 
show. Their lesser enterprises 
have done indifferently for some 
time. An early and sudden closing 
of Hagenbeck-Wallace in Milwaukee 
next week, ahead of Labor Day, 
speaks for itself. Ringling-owned 
Al G. Barnes show on coast also 
folds. : 

Ringling family desire to get’ rid 
of the second string outfits and the 
willingness of the former owners to 
get back into the swim is good news 
to circusdom generally. Revival of 
competition is a prospect that the 
circus employes all the way from 
acrobats to wagonmen greet with 
satisfaction. 


Jones Cops Fair Plum 
From Rubin-Cherry in 
Fast Carney Skirmish 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Rubin & Cherry carnival ran into 
grief of an unusual nature between 
Chicago and Kankakee. Political 
auspices of the Cook County Fair 
threatened them with dire conse- 
quences if the carnival left one 
minute before the fair closed Sun- 
day night. Meanwhile the Kankakee 
Fair, finest in Illinois, insisted that 
the carnival must be opened for 
business in Kankakee Stunday morn- 
ing. 

There was no choice. Rubin & 
Cherry stayed in Chicago and lost 
the prize plum. Johnny J. Jones 
carnival, not unacquainted with the 
peculiar circumstances was by a 
remarkable coincidence ready to 
jump into the Kankakee opening. 
And did. It was the first major 
carnival skirmish of the season. 

Rubin & Cherry, forced to lay off, 
had to take comfort from the fact 
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that they had an unusually good 
engagement at the Cook County 
Fair. Especially during the last few 
days, 





Souvenir Menace 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Two moth-eaten raccoon pelts, a 
bear coat, and a smoked ham have 
disappeared by the sneak thief 
route from the Fort Dearborn re- 
plica at the World’s Fair grounds 
here, 

Articles were in the fort ‘store’ 
and just hung on the walls for 
realism. 

Giving an advance warning of one 
of the problems in management at 
the forthcoming fair. 





Iowa Fair’s High Mark 


Elkader, Ia., Aug. 29. 

The four-day Elkader fair broke 
attendance records, more than 20,< 
000 passing box office gates. 

An all-time record was made with 
the previous top being boosted by 
184 admissions. Day and night 
program was a feature. 





NO CLEVELAND FAIR 


. Bereao, Aug. 29. 
rcuses For the first time in more than 
- 50 years Cuyahoga county, in which 
.|Cleveland is the largest tradin 
(For current week—Aug. 29-Sept. 3) ; pay S 
center, will be without a fair this 
Seils- Floto vear 
Aug. 29, Charlotte; 30, Salisbury; 31, |’ ~~" * : 
Statesville; Sept. 1, Asheville; 2, Spartans-| This was decided by directors whe 
burg; 3, Greenville, | voted to cancel this year’s county 
H beck- Wall | fai 
agenbeck- Wallace fair to avoid a possibility of fure 
Aug. 20 to Sept. 2, Milwaukee; 3, Wau- - 
kegan; 5, Toledo, O, j ner deficits, 
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VARIETY 


- Tuesday, August 30, 1939 








SALLY EILERS 


FOX 
‘‘Hat-Check G 


SYLVIA SIDNEY 


PARAMOUNT 
‘Madame Butte 


MADGE KENNEDY 
‘Bridal Wise’’ 


IRENE DUNNE 
RKO. * 


KAY FRANCIS 
WARNER BROS. 


‘*‘One Way Passage" 


MIRIAM HOPKINS 
PARAMOUNT 


irt”’ os “No Man of Her Own”’ “Thirteen Women" 





Hlearli of Millions... 


complexion beauty this easy way 


HELEN TWELVETREES 
R. K. O. 


‘‘Unashamed”’ 


ELISSA LANDI JOAN BLONDELL 
FOX. , WARNER BROS. 


rfly’’ ‘ ‘‘A Passport to Hell’’ ‘Big City Blues’ 





Soap regularly. In all the big film studios it 
has been made official for dressing rooms. This 
very white soap is found in theatres through- 
out the country, for stage stars are equally 
devoted to it! 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars Use it 


T is Hollywood’s favorite beauty care— 
this fragrant, gentle white soap. And 
Broadway’s, too! 


‘‘We use Lux Toilet Soap,”’ say the lovely 
stars on this page, ‘“‘because it keeps skin 
always satin-smooth.”? And hundreds of other 
famous beauties agree. 


Of the 694 important actresses in Holly- 
wood, including all stars, 686 use Lux Toilet 


NORMA TERRIS 
‘*‘Show Boat’’ 


Surely you will want to try this gentle, 
luxurious beauty care that guards the world’s 
most beautiful complexions! 


LUX Toilet Soap 


BETTINA HALL 
‘“‘The Cat and the Fiddle’’ 


HELEN MORGAN 


“Show Boat”’ 
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